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1 11avtn L ~)lc:lsure in introclucing to i)ic public thja irryv 
illlllllinating ;111d illhtl 'ucti\~~ \vork 011 ;I obscllrc Ileriod in tllr 
1nodcl.11 I l i h t o ~ ' ~  of ass an^. At the  e ~ r d  of the First Burmese \Val- i n  
1826 tllc Burmese King renou~lced all cltlin~s upor1 the Ahom Kingdon] 
;und the petty states of Jaintia, Cachar a r ~ d  hlanipur but this uieant 
little as the hold of th(3 Burmese o\-er thebe tracts had ~rc.\.cr b~-11 
i i ~ ~ y t h i n g  more than formal. As.sain tlad to  1)c caonql~c-red anew hefore 
she c30ul(l be annexed i111tl the fnsc*i~~;~ting btory of thc rc*histslice that 
\\.;is l)rclscntc~rl t o  the 13ritisli 1,). tl~c. Alioni i ~ l ' i s t ~ ~ l ' i l ~ y  i111d thv trit);tl 
c.11iclf.s is t11(1 thcmc. that ib ul~fol(l(~d i l l  t hi5 cscc*llcb~lt work. It 1111- 

tloubtctlly l)~-cnks new gl.ol~lltl ;~ncl  mfikcs illlclligil)lc~ whnt hild Ilitllcrto 
11cc11 n little k11ow11 aiid h i l ~ ~ .  111lt.  1)y no 111(.ilna, ; i l l  1wnim1)ortant 
c~liaptci- of the  history of Asianl. 

Till recently, the history of Assan1 has 1iot received froln l ~ i s t o r i ~ n ~  
the  attention tha t  i t  deserves. With her mu]tifaluious peoples and 
races, her t ~ . i l ~ n l  111-oblcms : ~ n d  her 5t1.a tcgic 1,osit ion, Assnm 11rcsc.n ts 
to  the  histol-in11 :I \.clSy \.nl.iega tc(l ii~itl cngro~sing field of study h11t 
it is a pily tha t  cvcn 1101~ (;;lit's pioneer \vork, a very inndcqu:ltc and 
often superficial stutly of the  whole history of Assam in one hantly 
volume, has t o  be relicd on. T h e  need of the  moillent is t o  clear the 
ground by the  ~)uhlicntion of ii series of monographs on different 
topics conncctcd with the  subject, hasctl on n n  intensive s1ud.v of :ill 
;ivailnhle ~necords and thus prc])artA tlic way for a co~nprehcnsi\~c 
history of Assam. Thc  prescnt work is t o  he ibcgardcd as. nothing 
more or  Icss. than a11 a t tempt  of this kind and is :in important contri- 
hutioil t o  the  future comprehcnsivc "History of Assnnl". T h r  poi~lt 
may be  raised tha t  this worlr. Ixtsed. as  it is, almost ~vholly on tllc 
official corresl~oiidence preservctl in the  archivcs of thc Govcl~nlnerlt 
of India-, is one-sided and cannot he rcgardcd ns complcte in al l  
respects. Bu t  t11c historian's wol-k is largely determined hy  t h v  
character and the extent of the  matcl.ials available and in thc present 
,nsinncc tIicl-c was very little else to  tap.  During the  periocl that is 
rnvcred by this I,ook a11 orgnniscd Ahom Court had pmcticall!. 

t o  exist find Court historians possildy \Vcl.e 110 lonffcr 

mgnged. is possihly the  reason why Ahom Rt1~anLcs relating 
to  this period are so scarce. The  only Buranjee SO far  made a ~ a i l a h l c  
is "AsalTlnr Pndya BuTanjcp" l,y Duti  R a m  Hazarihn. Others alqo 

map come t o  light bnt  these Rllranjees are. 11. means. 
rind tnlst\vort]lp as  sonic scholnrs srcm t o  hold- At filly 



rate, so far as the present work is concenled, it vlt~ulot bc said that 
the author has fitiled t6 tap any vital sotvc1c of itvaili~blc~ i~~formatioll  
which might have nli~tcrially altercd his ~lurri~ti\.cb or llis ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ U S i ~ ) I I S .  

Al~~othcr very intercbsting fei1tur.e of lhis work, which 1 \\ro~tlcl like 
to stress, is the sto1.y that it gives of the i11111cxiitioll of thc lJill states 
and tlic po1ic.y itdoptccl by the British i l l  tlc;lling with the tl.ihcs. 
r 3 1 his is a question of supreme topical interest ;IS t h ~  problem of these 
tribes has now become onr of the ~ n a  jar headitc.hcbs of t h e  Go\lwnmcnt 
of India. I n  several c.hiiptcrs the :luthor thl.o\vs u floocl of light oli 
this intricate question i ~ n d  helps 11s lo rtnclerstantl it good dciil of thc 
tl.ibnl p ~ a ~ b l c i ~ ~ .  Thc l~rcsen t \ V O I * ~  not 011ly fills up it RilP in th(1 
mo(lerll history of Assan1 hut opclls u p .  ; ~ t  I hc same tirnc., ~c\~cril l  \'Cry 

ir~tercstillg lirlcs of studies. 



111 the follo\j.i~~g pagch, all at tempt ha3 bec.11 made, 1 think lor 
t11c first ti111i1, to  l~rc~bclit i l l  cletitil, i t s  hsccl o ~ r  origillal soulues, the 
political I i i s t ~ r ~ .  of :ha111 f1'o111 1824 to  1854 - fro111 the declaratio~r 
of tl~tl first A~~glo-Burmese \Vnr t o  the iucorporatio~l of 'l'~1arii111 
Selliipati's tri~c-t \\ i t l ~  the British c lon~ in io~~s  of Assan1 wl~ich practi- 
 call,^ I )~.ougl~t  to i i  c l o a ~  the era of ;11lncxatio11. l ' l ~ c h  history of tlri\ 
tliirlj. ~ ( ~ i i l ~ s ,  a s  tlle sul)sc'yuent 11;lgc.s \vill re\.eal, for1113 one of the 
lliost i~~teres t ing  but little k n o \ v ~ ~  rhul)tcrs in the  i11111als of Assanr. 
'I'lie great task of conquest \\'as practically con~pleted during t 11e 
period under revic\v ; the Post-Rl~ltiny period hi1111)ly cal-ried 011 t he  
task of c ~ ~ ~ s o l i d a t i o l ~  t l ~ e  g e ~ ~ v r i ~ l  ])oli('>, of \vl1i~'11 hilt1 I)C'CSII laid ~ O ~ V L I  

in the period preceding. 
The history of Ahsan~ has I ) ( * ~ . J I  al\\.ays ir 11chglc.cted all(j 

in the  general history of India \ye f i ~ ~ t l  no scholar & \ 7 ( , t i l l g  t l lall  
a dozen lines to  the  t r e i ~ t ~ l l e ~ ~ t  of the history of tIlc nortJl-c.aste.rlr 
~ ~ r o v i ~ l c e  of India. Bu t  the Ilistoly of Assanl, \.c.hetller ancient or 
medie\~wl. is a s  i~~terestirlg and in~pol*ta~i t  a s  thc history of any other 
1)itrt of India. Bu t  there are onl!, a few I~ooks on this subject. 
Dr .  Gait ill his at11iiirat)le I~ook "The ITistory of  Assam". the  only 
book of its kintl. has t1c;tlt sonlo\i-lia t c~lal~or;ltc-ly \\.it11 t l ~ v  h i ~ t o r y  
of ancic~it  a ~ l d  mt.tlieval Assam. I ) I I ~  t l ~ i ~  great scholiir has not clo~lcl 
justice t o  the  period 1111der discussio~~.  H e  has compressed in soine 
thirty pages, events which might have legitimately claimed half the 
space in his volume. This period as dealt 11-it11 1,. Sir Edward Gnit 
has another defect. Brevity is not its only f ~ u l t .  As the  learned 
a ~ ~ t h o l .  did not exailline the  ~ l n p ~ ~ h l i s h e d  doc~rnients lwarinp on the 
period and exclusively relied on Sir James dolinstone and Wilson ". 
many of his findings a i d  recordings of erVnts  are iiot corrol~ornted 
by the  facts which are  being gradually disclosed from the ;ircliivc~~ 
of the Government of Tiidi;l. "The North Eaqt Fronticr of B(~iign1" 
is another \~aluable book on Arsani written by .4lesnncler l\Tnckcnxic 
\vho had the  privilege of consulting all the official doc~~nicnts .  R l ~ t  

:IS the main purpose of his I~ook was to descrihe in detail the 1,olicy 
) ~ ~ r ~ ~ r e t l  by the  British Government towal.ds tlic \~ariorlc ~ t a t c s  nl1f1 
tl.ib(~s of the North-eastel.n part of Tndia. the  internal histor:- of 

Assam n q  such n7:1$ passed by and 11c dealt in part only ~vitll thr t:llr 
of annexation. T h e  learned writer has r:lther cl;\l~or:~tcl\- dealt \\.it11 

the Khlgai Tnsul-1.cction but  he had failed to  rcalisc the snirit bcliirl(1 
the  rising which appeared t o  liim nothing lmt a d i~ te rbnncc  -the 

* Captain Welsh's Expedition to Assam (Johnstone) . Documentb: illustrative 
orf the Burmese War (Wilson). 



lucre outburst of a savage tribe. As sucll his narrative 011 thc I ( l i ; l b i  

hisurrcctioa, irliich \V;IS a f o r ~ ~ i i d ~ ~ b l c  risit~g atid l)ractic;~lly threiv 
the whole of Asraal out  of gcar, eveti tliougll for a sllort while, is ;I 

one-sided account of thc affairs. 
Thanks Lo the impetus givcl~ 11). D ~ .  S. P. Sell, 1) i rcctor  of 

Archives, Govel~tlmel~t of India, ilre n t l ~ l l t i ~ ~ ~  of sclloliirs I,;,, 
beell drawn to this ~lcglrctcd provinccl of IncJia tile rebult I ~ ~ , ~  
beell tllc ~llbliftiltioll of ii fc\v 1100k5 a ~ l d  ilrliCles tOllellillg 011 tile 
aiodeni history of hssani ill the c(I1il.e of tile liIst few years. D,. 
Seri in his book "Kccords i l l  orient;lI l;lrlglliig(.s, vol.  1. l<cbllgali lettcrsH 
while editing .sonic important Iiistoric.:~~ \cttcrs ;Icldressc(l to tllcl 
Government of I ~ l d i a  by thc kings ;tnd c]licfs of North-castcrll Illdiii, 
has giver1 all utlniirable sketch of the illtcrll;ll conditioll of AsSaul illl(l 
i ts ~ieigl lbouri i i~ s tu  tcs olr tlie c\-e of thc Itritisli conqucst and occlrpa- 
tion. Another r~otcmorthy pu1)licntion is "The Enstcrn Frontier of 

British India" (1st Editioii 1943) ~ i ~ r i t t c n  bv Dr. A.  C .  Batic~rjcc, 
of the Calcutta Ul~iversity. Hi.; is u svstenintilc tille of Awani from 
170'2 to  1886 describing in (leti~il thc policy p11rs11~tl hy thc Britisl~ 
Governnlent towards Burnin aiid Assam. 

From the  aforesaid review of Ihc. hooks it will 1)o c\.Itlcllt tha t  
there arc 110 books 011 A s ~ n n i  dccicril~ing the modern llcrio(1 i l l  t1c't:til. 
Bu t  it was during this pcriocl tha t  the Burmese \T7erc driven out,  thc  
A s s ~ n i  Valley was ocr~rpicd, ~.cbellior~.; were stnrt ed by t h c  disaffec tctl 
iiobility, thc  old 7~76k qlstcrn \yils clisci~~*clcd i ~ n d  cxpcrin~cnts wcrc 
m;tcle with tlie "Chowdrec systclnl" with its tlirc consequences, a 
native prince was instnllcd in TTpper Assam (this last experiment also 
failed) and gradually the  ~vholc of the  North-eastern Frontier roll- 
taining ;, rarictv of race5 and sl~b-races not to  be found clsc~vhere in 
Tndia w:~s hrought within t h r  pnlr of the enlightened British Adminis- 
tration. T h e  g r o ~ ~ r t h  of t l ~ c  British power in Assam is no less 
intPrcstillg. thongll it clispla~rd no marvellous feats of military 
ruploits. The  ndmii~istration of the land was no less complex : t(1 

retain or  not to  r(>t;~il, Upper Assnin was the qrlestion tha t  m P g c ( 1  
the lnintls of the British stalcslnen for more than seven Years. 

TI) this treatise. the  ~rr~miter has described mairily * in (letail 110"' 

t h e  differellt parts of the Brahmnpntra Valley and the  diffcrrnt hill 
tribes of the  Surms Valley weye conquered one after another by the 
represelltntives of the  East Indin Company. His tale of anne*ation 
fornliIlg chapter V of the  book has been preceded b y  a narrative 

' Thd writer h a s ,  though the matter is outside the scope of his subject, 
discussed incide~~tally the position of the Court in its relation wit11 the Government 
of India (Pp 187-1\91) \\rhir.h, he hopes. j\.ould stimulate further discussioas on this 
important topic. 



the rebelliol~s covering aome 50 pages, which is altogether an origi~lal 
co~~tribrl ti011 to the history of Assam. UII ti1 the pu b1ic.a tioli of some 
of tlic chapters of llis thehis ill ~)ublic ~liagazincs* very fe\v scholars 
klie\v that there occul.rctl a series of rebellions ill Assall1 (Iurillg the 
pcriod uridcr discuasioli i l l  wliich the d\vellers of the plains as \\'ell i lb  

the cl\~cllers of tlic Ilills-";ill cornbiuecl to clrivc the lowland atrilngrr.- 
0111 of thch c o ~ ~ l ~ l r ~ . "  arid lilaliy of these plots were coulltctraliced by 
thcb : Z \ r i ~  ,411 tl~oritics, alid the \vriter feels gratified to Iearu that man,\ 
of t11(> nc\v ~ ~ o i n t s  brought to light hy him have bceii incorporated 
ill sotlle ~-ccc~nt publications on  assail^. II'hile describi~lg tlic. evc~ltc. 
of the period (1824-1854) the \witel* Irils so ~i~arbhiilled t11c fact5 
t l ~ a  t they fir11 u1lt1c.r fi\.e** c.letll*ly niiirkecl di\risions-reveiilitig tlre 
c.har;tct(~risti('s of oi1cI1 ~~c'riocl. 111 l > r ~ * ~ > i ~ ~ i ~ i g  tl~ib tlresis - tlic write~, 
I I ; I S  r ~ i i ~ i l i l , r ~ ,  if ~ i o t  esclr~si\.cly. depcb~~dctl on the r~npul)li~lrcd recortls 
~-".escrvetl in t l ~ c  archives of the Cro\~onime~it of India, New Dcll~i. 
EIc had no wcll marked tritcks to follonr savc w~rd esccpt vcw \)riel 
;tntl incomplete accor~nts of the perio(1 given Ily Gi~it  and Ma~kel~lrie : 
hc had practirallg to bring into existence - a new history of  Assan1 
o i ~ t  of the dry facts gleaned from the varior~s rerords of tile East 
Intlia Company ;~ntl i1s such it Iias 1 ~ x 1 1  ;I pioneer n~o~-k-c.otltai~lir~:! 
all the dcfcctc; a pioiic~ci-'s work is si~hjectctl to. 

For 11lc Itihtory of tlic periotl 1769-18'L4 as itrcorporatecl i l l  the 
pl.ologue- the writer cmannot claim milch 0rigin;rlity. Tllc 5ubject 
has been treated elaborately by many scholars. IIe has l~riefly 
dvalt with the period wlhilch truly speaking does not fall within the 
range of his researches except by way of introdrlcing the subject. 
But even in dcaling wit11 the history of this perioil hc 11;~s followed 
original sowces and supplementcd it with fresh data gathcrcd mainly 
from the Assam Baranjis as cdited by Dr. S. I<. Bhayan. Ph.D., and 
h i~s  also tried to present the old theme in a new shape. The fruits 
of incessant labolirs of six years are presented before the p~l l~l ic  and 
he does not know how far hc has succeeded. 

I n  ~ lcscr ib in~  nmany of thc cvcmts the writer has nladc interpre- 
tations and reached 8conclr~sions different from those niadc hy \-elera11 
scholars in the linc 2nd as sllch many of his findings 111:ly appear 
unpalatable. but like n t lve student of history hc has ncvrr dcviatecl 
from the high idcal of historical truth 2nd in judging men nnd thinss 
he has always placed truth above a11 things. 

Febl-uary, 1954. R. 31. LAIIIRI. 

* The Journal of the A s a m  Resenrch Society. July S: October. 1944. 
Tlre RIoclerll Reviav, April. 1945. 
** Period of lYa.rs, Period of Interim Settlemeut, Period or Insurr~'clion, l'eriod 

ol Appeasement end Period of Annexalion. 



Before t l ~ i h  h t i l~~l) lc  p~il)lic.alior~ of I I I ~ I I ~ ~  i h  p1~esc~l1tc.d bthforc the 
l)i~k)lic, it is 1 1 1 ~  eli~ty to ii~kllo\\'lc.cJge 11c.lp \ \ l ~ i c l ~  1 rcci-~\,c>d ill tllc 
c.oursc of thr' prth1>ilri1tion it llcl p u l ) l i ~ i ~  ti011 of lllis tlsc.at ibc. fronl 
11111nero11s \ \ . t b l l - \ \  i\I~c.r,+, fritb~~(lh i111ct rc~IiiIio11h. 

3 1  rraclillg of Rlartill'h "Eastem1 Iiltlin" c.rc.atcd deep il~tc~~c.,,l 
i l l  lhe Ilihlory of L I s b i ~ ~ l l  ailcl inair~ly c.llc.o~~~.;igetl by nly re\rc.retJ 
1'1.0ftlshors IA ti. Dr. N.  C. Ri~~lel*jctb, i111tl Dl.. 1 .  B. Bil r~c~sjoc. of the 
( ' i ~ l c * ~ ~  t t i t  L;i~i\.cr.sity 1 ~ncpi~irecl t o  Ne\\r 1)c'lhi to l l i r t r  t 111e i ~ ~ s ~ h i \ r ~ s  
of t l l c ~  C;o\.c>rnn~c~~t of India a t  a time \vl ic i l  t l i c .  1as1 (;lol,i~l \l'nl- \ \ i t \  

stl-clcllillg its tcntacl(1a jricle in Soi~th- l t i~s t  ,lsia. rl'l~o\c \\.cl.cb d i ~ y s  
of c.o~ltrolh allel rc..strictions ;111cl \ve hat1 1 1 0  i ~ c ( * c ~ s q  to  ;I 1)ilrt of the 
nrchi~.es--\\-c~ \vercl specially forl)iclclc~l to ( I  lilise t lie tlocumen ts 
~.tlli~ting to the Pi1 tkai Range throirgh \ \ , l~ic . l i  Illc Brll.lllcsC 1111rht illto 
.4bsiinl i l l  1816 ;mtl the dnpanehc \\.c>r.c. 111c11 I 11111ldcring a t  the gates 
of Brll-nla. AI,v pIi111 hacl to bc rc-(';ist i111d I l l i l~~ks  lo tlle s l ~ g g ~ . s t i o ~ ~  
of Sri .I .  C. Baiierjcc. Lect111'c.r. C'it1(~11tti1 'IT~li\.crsit;r, n.bo was t1ic.n 
\I orliing 011 the same lillc..;, I +elcctccl a la tc.r p t~ io t l  of Ihcx -4ssalne~c 
EIi5tor-y. 

T o ~ ~ i ~ r d s  the proci11*e1l1~1lt of I he cscerl~ts  from the rrle\vaiit 
rccords of tlie East Tntlia C o ~ ~ l l > i i ~ l ~  1 hat1 to  i1ic111. it h l ~ g e  expendi- 
t111.e ant1 mainly through ihc  financial help of thc Go\,ernnlcnt of 
M'cst Hcngal, thc  111a t~.l.iills were collectccl. 1 11;ltl to  face a great 
t l i f f ic~~l ty  iigi~ill ilt 111(1 tilncb of the p11hlic;ltiou of the book and 1 
;ic.knowledgc~ with tlc~cp gratitude the financial help I receivecl i l l  this 
connection from thc Government of \Vest Bengal. the autllorities of 
thc , \n;~nd:~cll i~ntlr i~ College and the  R a h l ~ t  family of Jalpaigliri. 
RIII  for tllcir. timcl;. hclp ilnd the interest inken 1)). my ~-clntion 
I :\. C .  Roy. this treiltise of minc 1vo111d not l i a ~ ~ c ~  $(>en the  light 
of tlic (lily. I iIm i11c;o grea tly indeh ted to  Sri IT. l 1 .  T,ahiri M S . .  
1;) I V  of ihc Geoloeical S11rvcy of India. Sri R .  1,. Roso 3T.A.. fol.inel. 
P1.incil)itl. Pal,na Ed~virrd Colleqe. Prof .  1 1 .  T,. RSII kllci.iecb R4.A . of thc  
r-\sh~r to\h Collcce. C ;~ lc l~ t t a .  Rrr. A. Rlukherjce B.A.. ilncl Prof. S. K. 
Chi1ttc11-jec 3l.A.. for reatling 111y work ant1 giving mc \~itll~able ilcl\rict* 
O I I  numerolls points. 

1,astlj. T heg to sr~hnlit that  i ~ s  the proof corrections mere n ~ a d e  
rno\tly :I{ 1'1ilcc.s fil l-  a\v;Iy fl-om Calcutta. a nlimber of errors nr ic l  
niisprints j ~ ~ s t l j -  opcn to  cc~ l s~ i rc  has crept into thc hook for which 
the writer can only cr:llTe thc  indnlgence of kind readers. 
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1 1  

I 1 I ~ o L I I ~ I ( ~ s  i l l  . i ~ s ; ~ i i i  l ~ i ~ ( I i l ~ g  to t I IC  Eri t i311 i n t c - ~ - \ ~ t ~ ~ l t  i011 

i l l  t i l t h  i~ffiiil's of thc  U~*; lhnl i~~)ut ra  Valley. 
( I 'iciv--1xL?4 ) 

f \ 1I1e I l~. i l I l~l i i~l)ut l~i~ I'i~llcy A*.;i~lri ~ I ' O P C I "  \\';I.; ~.ulc*t] 1,y the 
Al~o~i~s-n I J I ~ ~ I ~ U ~ I I  o I I I I I I  six 111111(11~cd ycnrs. 
Tlle Ahonis \\.crck il 1inl.tly I*:\( e fo~i(l of n l c : ~ ~  -t.iililrg n11cI i~tltlict :.(I to 

~viiie-driiiki~lg. T1lq 111igrat(~l flsolli 1 1 1 ~ 1  Shalt r.&yion, . of Vpl)cr . 
Burmn :111cl ~ ~ o u l ~ c t l  illto tlie i ~ o ~ ~ t l t - ( ~ i ~ ~ t ( ' t ' l l  ~ ' x i r ~ i ~ i i t y  of tlic' 13rnhrnu- 
1)utlmil Valley ill the  thir tcc~tth c . , ~ t u l - \ ~  t1.Z). unclcbr tllclir 1c~adc.r 
Sukiiph" 1228-1 4C8) nn(1 g~.;i(lri;llly ('st i ~ l ~ l i s l i ~ d  tI1~111~~4\'(~.c: ;IS ~011- 
qwrorr; of i l l2  elltire Vnlley. Thcy slo\vly :~doptecl tllc Hindu 
religion and cuc;tornc;* and also the  I i l~ rg~~uge  of thc co~~r~ucrc t l :  Thcy 
clc~c)lolw(l :I pc~tllin I' sj7st ~ ' n l  of ;~cli~iiiii,t 1.3 t i o n b ~ l l t l  hat1 a 

- 
1 The Assim of the A11oin.s nas Lounded oli the no1.111 1y 111t. l3l1ub11 Ilill\. 

on Llle n-cst by the Mru~ii.s rivm and the H;~I,ragllnt P; rgnnrrs. O I I  the .soul11 1))- 
1110 Niiga, KI1:lsi. &fil,i~ :IIMI Gwo l~ills ~ I I I ~  on t11e enqa by t11c 3lis1ni. Si113111n :IIIA 
Kl~am t i ranges. 

* In their orinin:ll home in the S~IRII  C ' O I I I I ~ P )  their religion was "Funlluna" 
(T worsl~ip or "8fal1z-Yislt11u." 'fl~eir pri~wipa] gml N:IS '~Sn~wleo"  ~11cme in rag^. 

it is said was given lo them by Itlrlrr. 
"~e fe~~tllrt cle~nenl was rlea1.1~ nlnnifcd ill the Ahom Govern~ac~~lal 

syslenl. "The Government was vektetl in I l~e  11:1ncl.; of the I,itlg stblcd ".qurgnclro" 

and was strlctly speaking desptic. He 1vr.s assisted 1)y r i  munc.il of state rom- 
posed of tllr Boora Gollnin and Bar PaIra Gol~ain tlllrl Bur Harun (Chiel wre ta ry) .  
Under them were the Suddeya Khowa Goltain. 3lorangi h71nn-il and ot11~rc. 
These officers held charge of areas O F  strategic import;iaic.r. I ndc~pv~~dc~~ t  of IIICSC 
mere' a whole hosl of nobles styled Pllrrkans supposed to ekrrcisc colilrnl lo tltr 
extent of GOO0 men, Raj Kllo~t-as of 3 W .  Hazmika~ 01 1000. Z I I I ~  tlleir i11Cerior 
officers Saikias over 100 and Boras over 90. . . .The nobility had Kllels or l'r~rgaans 
under -their control 1vi.tl1 the correspondiilg number of inferior rarlks. i f  so(-It i t  ca l l  

be called, subject to the authority of the king. No surll tiling as R '.lrand tax" 
as in our system was Illen 1anon.11. each hll(4 furnishing ils ow11 quota of produfih 
in kind. The population was divided illto Gots. consisting of 9 p n ~ k s  ear11 ~ n d  - 
wag liable to  be called up11 eithw as solc-liern. labor~rets on the pl~Mir \\-orkc or 
alby particular lands Mongind to the king in 14 urn for whicll M ~ I  Paik ~ r e i v c ~ i  
$2 pmralis of Innd." 

-From the crcoun t or I,iel~t. RIII llrrforrl 
(Pol. I'rnc.cc.cli~lgu 1834. 9S1d Jlrly, No 70- 7 1 )  . 



1)rosl)crous:; ailel c \ r ~ , . ~ ~ t f t ~ l  r e i g ~ ~  oL' 11cit1-1): sir c ~ c ~ ~ l l u r i c ~ s .  ' l ' l ~ c ~ ~  l ,~'o- 
tllllcaCcl a c.o~lsiclc~-itl)lc hislol*ic~i~l litc-r*illurch ;111tl (.;11,l.jc.c) 1 1 1 ~ .  :irk of 

c.ulbvillg \VOOCI L O  it 11igl1-\\ il t ~'~'-111itl'k ~f \ ' .\~'c'IIc'IIc'~'. ' 
But ill t he  s l c ~ c y j ~  l ic)llo\~.~ of L ~ S S ~ I I I I ,  t l l L ~  . ~ I I ( I I I I ~ - - - - ~ ~ I ~ ~  I I I I ~ ~ I I : I I I ( - ( I .  

\ V ~ O  S L I ~ L C ~ S S ~ I I I I J ~  I ) c b i 1 1  I)ilek tilt' A I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I I I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I I  ili\.;lhioll, g ~ i ~ ( I ~ l i l ] ] ~ ~  

10.t lllcir \.igol-ous \\.iirlikcb ~lt~illilics ;111tl si111li i l l tc . )  111~. l,ositio~l ol' ii 

 of l. IYICC~.  '1'11;. lasl lifl). >.cLil~':, of lllc'ir r111e l,ri\clic-i~ll,\ coi~icielillg 

\villi l llc In.5.t ( ~ I I ~ I I ' L ~ ~ I '  of t l l c '  c ~ i g l ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ l  tJi c.c11i t t ~ r ~ .  i11)(1 t11e firs1 I 

(Ic'C'iltIl's of tll? 1lillc.lcc~lll~l c2tblltt~r~. \\.c.~-e 11liII'kt'tI I)J .  illsr~l'rc~cliolls L I I I ~ ~  

c*i)ilsl)ii-;rc~ic~s, t h e .  \\.orst fci~!urcs of tltc I;ltchr l),crioct I)c:illg t l r c b  ~ I I I I I ~ I J ) ~ ) ~  
\~l-nrlglings for I I I L ~  c*sc~rc.iht~ o[ l h c b  srll)rclllic po\vcr of lllc s ta te  ;1111orrgsl 

r .  
1l1c. Iiigllcst oftic-iills, of t l l c .  rc~i1l111. 1 I1c. r ~ i s  j c t i ~ r ~ ~ c o ~ t . s  \\,lie slit c . c . c b t l c . c J  

olllb :~ftcbl- : ~ l l o t l l c ~  i1flc.r sllort i ~ i t c r \ ~ i ~ l s  t lu r i r~g  this 1 ) c ~ ~ ~ i o c I  I I : I ( I  110 

1)O\\.t1l' t0  ~ ' O l I t l W l  ~ 1 1 ~ ~ 1 1 1  Or (0 i l  I'l'Vst t l l ~  l)l~()(scsS Of . ( I i ~ l ~ t l l ) ~  i01) [ h i 1  1 ~ ( ' 1  
m .  111. r 1 I his 711illnpp~, st;lte or n f f i l i ~ ~ s  \\,;IS c\\.clil I I ~ I I I J .  ~.c.sl?olr.;it)l~. fol. 111" 

l ~ t l r l l l c ~ ~ t ~  i l l t c ~ ~ - ~ ~ c ~ ~ l t i o ~ ~  :111(1 ~ I I \ ' ~ I . ; ~ ~ I I  \ \ v l l i ( - l ~  " ~ t 1 1 ~ 1 1 c ~ ( ~  t I l ( ,  l l :~~)] ) ) '  \':111<~>' 

t f  1 1 I 1 1 1 1 l 1 i  illto ;I ~ i l l t .  of \YOCS i111tl  I C * ; I Y + . "  i s  stiltC' 0; 

S I  I I ; I o f  l o  I I : ncnrl?. 

\he \r.holc of 1-11cl N o r t h - R i ~ s t c ~ ~ ~ ~ l  o i t h c  s~niill 
~wili(.i~):~litics of C ~ ~ l l i l *  ; ~ n ( l  I I I O I ~ C I .  10 cllrol~ic 
I 1 . J :  i s  I 1 1 o o 1 1 : 1 1  (wa(~ l ) t io~ l .  slit' 
\\-:Is 111~. 0111). 1~1ett)- st ;I I ( .  \\.I1 ic.11 cbll,io~.(stl I L I I ~ I ~ ~ c ~ I ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~  ])C'it('(? ;111(1 
I f 0 1 ,  I i t  1 I ~)l.ior to lllc : ~ ( l \ ~ ~ ~ n l  of t h v  

Rrl~mc~sc..': 

, , t t  l l r i r t  .\ssirlr~ l~~x . \ . i o l~s  lo I IIC. i~r\.i~sit..cr ti1 I l l ( .  ; \ IU:IIII~II '~C'S i c r  I f  !!O ( ? )  ~ 1 1 1 1  

slrl)sccl~~r~rtIy thel.elo urrLiI lIrr : r r r i \ . ;~I  o S  [he Iiurme.se \\.a?; i l l  :; ~nosl IIc:ur~irlrirrg 
htnlc? lhere is nnl ;I tlo11111 O F .  . . . . . . . "  

( I ? ~ o I I ~  IIIc ,  :)I O\'C : ( . t  : , U I I ~  ( $ 1 '  1,t. I ~ ! I I I I ~ ~ I ' O I . ~ I ~  . 
"Gener i~ l l~  sl~rir l ; i~~g. I' i r l r r  ol' ol1i115on ilrnl ,tire 1 t . \ \ ~ 1 .  tr1.tler.s i l l  ..!ssalr~ \\.rwS 

lwller ofi L I L ~ I I I  t l ~ e  S ~ I I I I ~  (lli~ss i ~ r  our ne111g;11 lerritnr-ie; i11r11 t11i1t \~it,lr I ' V ~ ~ ~ C I I ~ T  10 

the liKlrlrresx 01 l11(. I i r ~ c t l  I:ls, thr rerlility 01' ~ l r e  wil ;~lrtl Llce c,onrl::r!,ti\.cl!. IliK,ir 

11ric.e oI' g~.ilill~ il l  I I r t b  I ' O ~ I I I C ~  (*~31!111r~. illel (.~~lli\.irl:)rs ( ~ \ . i t l r ~ r ~ l ~  elrjoTe(l il I I ~ I I ( * ~ I  

I i~ r~ , (~ t .  sllilrt. of [Ire ~~r,c,tlclc.e Illcil :cgriti~1tural Iirl~or~~~s." 
(From St-oil's 11.ILcr. 1'. ('. mIS2S. . J I I ~ ) .  9.5: Xo.  2 )  . 

4 "IZ~.(jl>ithl~ no\vlrec!e else i l l  (Ice ~vlcrz'e \vo1-111 (.i111 \vc;odc,n Ilouses Ije Iluill 
1vi111 sllc-11 tlecwral iolr and figt~r.e ( ' ~ . I ' \ . ~ I I ~ s  its 1 IIC ~ ~ e o l d e  of tlris u.oun LI'?.. T ~ I P  
sitles nS llre pnl'ac.e 1rii1,e I x ~ n  ~);rrlilic~~cetl i ~ r ~ l t r  \vt  (:dar Iiitti(-es nl' ~ : ~ r i o r ~ s  tlesig~ir 
c,ar\.erl i l l h  relief ~ l l r l  :~tltirnr.tl I : G ~ I I  illsitlc. 1 1 1 1 t l  ( : l~ ls i ( i~  ivitlr nrirror~ 01. polisl~etl 

brass so that  tvlcell S ~ I I I - ~ ) C ~ U I I S  l'a11 1111 I ~ ~ c ' I I ~ .  t11(~ eye i~ dilxzled I,y tire flaslrilrg 
1)iick of light"--Fntl~i~i~ (IBORS \'ol. I .  P .  I! ) -L) .  Tlris t e s l i ~ ~ l o l ~ y  c o n ~ i ~ l c  from 
$he Muhn~nmarlnn hislol-inm wlco Ir:ls c.c)i~(len~~led the Assanlesr i n  the stmngesl 
terms l,ut. llils pri~isetl tlleir' \\.(lrIis is :dl tlle nrore \.i,81uwl)lc :rrrtI husl\vorlhy. 

') 1)r. S. N .  .%11'5 "Rerortls in O~ie~ l ' I i~ l  I,;rlrgrl;lgt~." Yo]. 1 (Prpfil(.e) ' 
ti Polil ic:ll I'roc.eedings 1,437 .Jnn. 7 No. 89.  



111 O I I ~ C ~ ' \ \ . ~ ~ C  ])lil(.i(l i I I l ( I  (.ii1111 \\iltclm. Of 1 1 1 ~  ~ ~ l ~ a h l l l i i ~ ~ u ~ r i i  
\ - ~ I I I ( , J ~  1~01it its, 1 I IC fi1.51 ~ * i l ~ p l i ~ a  I\ ht i , i a t  I)), t]l(b ~ ~ ~ - l l l l ~ l ~ i f i ~  \,.tlo 

ucc1l1)ied 1 1 1 ~  Illiitak n t~ iu l l  i>.ing 011 tIlr c-t~strrll rxtrclllity 

' l ' l ~ c ~  Jlo5lnGriiis." tll; ~ i~ l ' l ics t  p l '~h~ ' I j , t c~-  to Iiill~llli.4111. \I~c~I'c' \\.or- 

I f 1 I I I I o I ~ ~ t h ~ ( l ~ ~  tcllrth of 
r 1  I ~ ~ I I ( ~ I I ~ ~ I I I .  1 II(~JI r(>f11>,*(1 to t i ~ k ( b  t o  t l~c*  \ \o r>I~ip  of Dllrgj  \vllicll 1, a.  

111~.  (.otlrt l'c4igio11 of A\ ,&~I I I I .  ' I c  \I.(*IX- i t lJ~\\ .c~(I egtq-Cihe tllc*ir 
rtligiol~ 1111111ole.~t t( l  1111ti l  t l ~ ( .  1-cigt1 of Slli\.a Si11~11 \,.he11 a11 attempt 
I 1 1 1 1  to ('011 \'('l't I I i l l t o  {11(' $ l i l f t *  I .  'rile 
hloiiln71-iqs IlcJ\7<brn 1 1 1 1 i t  t o  I c I c - ~ n w l ~ ( I  of tI1c1 . i l ~ ~ ) ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ l l ~ a t .  

1 1 1 1 1 i l  1)) I i t  o i I l t  I il]ffic.te(l ;I .%I*(. 

\ \ . O I I I I ( I  011 t l ~ ( ~ i r  rc. l igio~~\ f.::-li~lgs 1)) c - o ~ ~ ~ p c l l i i ~ g  I I I ~ ~ I I I  to \ V O I % I I ~ ~ I  the1 
ilnilgc of I ) I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I  i ~ n t l  to  1)11t tllc' ( l i s ~ i ~ ~ g ~ ~ i - h i ~ ~ ~  111ill'k.C of t l ~ c b  l'ollo\vc.r?r 

of Il~iit clc.it). o n  tlreil- fo~-i~hc~;~(lh.'  

Sil:~~itl)r 1)11t q ~ - ~ ~ ( l g i ~ ~ g l ~ l  t11cl 1105111~11-ii5 I ) o l b t  t11c i~ihult fol .  >o111e- 

I I I I i 1 t I 1 1  s t .  'I'11~)11gli ~ ~ ~ ( * I I I c ~ \ ' ( ~  follo\vc~r.c & 
of  Visllnl~. l i k c ~  ot11c.r V i i i s h ~ ~ i ~ \ . i t c ~ ~ .  non-vio1rnc.c~ w a -  ]lot thc  first i111t1 

t'o1.c-111o.t ;11-ticale of thei r  f a i t h .  l 'h(~j.  ro.;cb in open ~.rl>t>Uion undel. tlrc, 
Icatlc~.shil) of tlrcir Gos;lins ;~g:!ili\t tll:) ~ ' c ~ \ ~ c ~ ~ i q e ~ l ' ~ ~ l  :1110 l)ersecllt i~~p 

~ p i r i t  of tlic. .ill0111 c.liic~f r n i l ~ i ~ t r * ~ ~  c111rill~ t11c' l 'cbig~l  o f  T,;ilihrl~i Siligh 

( 1  769-SO) . rr l~t ly  0I)til ilicvl l )ok5c th \ i (  111 o f  111(& ( ~ i ~ ) ) i t : ~ l ,  ( l ( b p o ~ ~ v ~  t 1 1 ~  
R i ~ j a  ;lilt1 ( . l ~ ~ * t c ~ l  ;I R i i j i~  i111tl ;I R;II. l3i11'11il of tl!c il. o\\ 11 S C C ~ .  Tllc!. 

r e  I I S  110 (10111) t :i~i(l TJil k11111 i Sing11 ~'cillht ;it ~ 1 .  1 ) ~ t  
11i(.y ~.c\.oltc>cl again  i~nci i~gi t i~i  ijnd t l l c~ i l .  freqr1c.lit insun.ec*tiolls brollght 

1111tol(1 mi~c.1.y alitl ~ u f f c ~ . i n g  to  (lie ?ommoil people of the realm. 
DIII  i l~g  the  1*,1ign of th(1 ncut kinc. Raj i~ C r ; l ~ ~ ~ * i l ~ ~ t l ~ .  ( 1  780-94) 

s, 1)ittcr C ~ I I ~ I I ~ ~  of t l ~ c l  3lcG111qriiih. tlic> liitt(>i. :lg:~iii I-O<{> ill rcl)cllio~l. 

Scl.iollq :~tt(blllpts \\.el*: mildc this tinlc. to  cr11.;1i thc111. E I I \ ~ O J . ~  \verc. 

tl(yl?;ltc.]lcy] CiCl,i1'. .J;~illli: i ~ n t l  ~ I I .  Riljil J i 1 ~  Sing11 of 
'\ranil)lll- illone ca;lm,\ to 11c.1~) tIlc t 1 ~ 1 1 1 , l c ~ l  Sv;t~-nnd:v;~ (1,ol.d of 
H(.;) vc,ll) ;Ic tllc. nlon:ll*c.ll of 4cs;1m \rn s ~~~*lc t l - - \v i th  ;I 1('\.>. ( l f  f o l ~ r  

1 l , l l ~ i l , l (  1 -  I,, [I],' ('()l\ll,ilt 111:1 t follO\\'t'(l. ;1 :l'c';l l 11111111~t'l' of 'i'J1 1). 

" l'hey are ;~lso krlo\vll 1)). L l l c ~  gc.~~rrica t1:rnr ol' I\Iall;~ks ( s l ~ . o l l ~ j  - -TIlca 
Mua1l1ar.i~~ ;1(-(*or(]illg 10 GiIjl (\'itlv TIistol-y of .-4s.~am 1'. 5s)  "(~ol~sistt*cl I I I ~ I ~ I I ~ ~  i )f  

Iwrsolls e l f  10\!. soc.i:l] rallk srlc.11 :I4 D0111~. J ~ ~ ~ R I I G .  K;~e.l~i~ris. )faris 311i1 Clllrlli~-a* 

::,lid tllev tlellic>tl tllr s~lpwrn;i(-y of  Ihe nl -ah~~~i ins . ' '  1)r l l  ac.c.or(linp to llle stale~llellt 
cc~lila.inclr1 i l l  tile c~ld rrcortls I,r~sel-\.ed i l l  tl1.r .issanl Rc.wi1rc.11 Soc.ic4y o f i c x x .  (;tulllali 

"Tl~e  Rluamarias cwrlsisletl 1101 0 1 1 1 ~ .  or tile Ni.ll(lis. J.)OIIIS nnW crrllcl. lo\ver classes 
~wol)le. 1)uI. ;~lso or sclmr l<r; l l l~ l l i l~~ .  I) . :I; \ . :I~II:I~.  Ki~~.;t\Ill i~<. T i ; ~ l i l i l s .  I\i'ols. K~(. l l i ls  

tunel utllers." 

*" Tllc, \\'if? of Slli\.a S i l ~ p l ~ .  

' p. (.. 1839 .-\tlg. 14. xo. 1 0 5 .  

;\S$~IIII T. R I I ~ Z ~ I I ~ ~  By Dr. 3. I<, ~ ~ I I I I > . ; I I I  , l q )  1.27-?S, 



Jl;t~~ipuri:ins fc.11 i l ~ ~ d  Ititji~ J i ~ y  Sillah Ili~d to  I ) ( * i \ I  ; I '  h i \ \ t ~  ~ c ~ t ~ ~ c i ~ t  
to\rnrds his I I ~ O L I I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~  killgcloln. .4ll i l l  L L ' I I I J )  t s to   c chi st tliv 
Lidc of the RIcimirifi i ~ ~ \ . i ~ > i o l ~  f ~ i l c t l  [hi> ti111ch. 'l'llc ciipitiil (Hi~ngpur) 
itself \\.tls occr~pictl ar~cl tllc Svargaclvva lint1 to Hcc fro111 Gallhati. 
After cxpellil~g t l ~ c  S\.;I l*gcttlc'\'u, t l ~ c .  i\ilorlll~;l~.i;is i ) l i ~ ~ ( . t l  I\j.o o t llerh 
of tllcir o\vli fail11 up011 1 1 1 ~  yc~di:  OIIC 11i1111c~cl I3lljr;lt SillKh ;IS the 
Hit,ji~ of R ~ I I I ~ ~ ) I I ~  171)1)~1* .Ahhi1111, I ~ L .  0tI1t'r S ~ I I ~ I ) ~ ~ I ~ I I I ( I ~ I  ( tile f i ~  t11c'r 
of ~ h c  Bar Sc.~ltil)nl i of \rhc,n~ sl~illl .l~cbi~r so ~ l l r l c ' t i  1~1lc.r) t i 3  tllv 
liiljii of i'klol.i11 or N 3 till; ." Thih ~i3nlpor-ilr.y c\~~lil?sc~ US t l l c ~  l-oyal ~o \ \ . c I*  
\ V i l , G  il flll'thcl' .sigllill fOl' the' lllll~111'0011I. i1l)~C'ill'iIll~'C' O f  I I I I I 1 I C I ' ~ ~ I I S  j)C'lt~ 
r'~jil5 ill  tllc' \liil'iOlls l>ill't\ Of the d i ~ l ~ i i ~ l c d  c~lllltl'). ;111(1 1112 ~llffc'l'illg 
of thc pcol)lc. l i ~ l ~ \ \  1 1 0  J ) O ~ I I I ~ Y .  Fnniitlc, Pc~stilc~!c.t~. D c a l l ~  ~lllcl Firc 
"thcb f o i ~ r  TIol~scvni~11 of thc. .lpocillypsc\" st;llktvl ;\11d r;~vag,retl thc 
,c orll~try fro111 L - ~ ~ t l  to c ~ d  ilntl n grc;~ t ( T C > ( I I I ~  of ( 1 1 ~  p(~ol)lc~ 
hegilll, illld l l l i l l l ~ .  t0 C'kC'ilpC' fir? :111(1 '\VOl'(I i0illc1(I tIl(' \I i l l l (1 i l  l '(I Or 

the rel~els. 
13111 thc strffcri~lg of the p :~ l> l ( .  hncl j115t I ) V ~ I I I I .  The. tyri~lllly 

t111t1 t~.cilclic.r~ of Rajii Crau1~iii5 th \vc.l.c. I*( -ponsil)lc. for th:. i~ssassin;~- 
t ion of the t hem R H  jil of T)i~l'r;l I I ~ ,  ;I C ~ C P : I I ~ C I I C ' ~  of Asham."' To 
nvrngc his cicalli. his 5011 T < ~ ' i ' l l l l i ~  R ; % I ~ , I I ~ I I ~  ~collo~tct l  :t fo1.c~. of 
n~c~.cc~~i:irics fro111 the Co~np;~t i~ . ' .  tlon~inion i l ~  Bcngal :inti re-occupictl 
Di11.rnng itftcr drivir~g itway the dc~tnchment of Ga~~r in i i th .  Thih 
opener1 R floodgil t c  of frcsli y l  ream$ of dial3icndetl sepoys and 
l3co.kn~rclu~e.s who portscd in from Rcngnl and made I'V~bht Ascam thc 
ficltl of pluntlcr ant1 ;~~grc.;sion :lnd l)et\vecn thcsc tnro steam~-ollers 
nf opp~ncshion-the hIo?lnr?ri;is in the  east and t l ~ e  Rti~lcantla~ca in 
the nre~t-thc I~clople of Assi~ni bcgan to  I)e pr2ssetl r e ~ * y  hard. I n  
11t tear hcll)lt ,>.s. Ril ja Gti11rin5th appcalctl t o  1,ortl C o ~ l ~ i i I I i s .  
I hcb lli(.n CTO\~(\I.IIOI--GCI\C~.~~ t o  expd these turl)ulc~li r t ~  fians 
fronl 111~. c-o~lfillcbs of As.;~I~II. The  British C r o \ ~ c l ~ ~ l ~ n ~ n t  ,Ili~(l f(.lt n 
mn~-i\I ~-c~~lmnsi l~i l i ty  i l l  t h c  matter anc1 nccol.dingly in S c p t c l l l l ) ~  

!I I hlulloc-l\s \\-crcJ c:r,icil~i~lly a ~ * r l t l r  Ildilx~ sc*lll(~l i l l  i t  tli,&lric.l (.i~llc'l 
' \ ~ I I I . ~ I I I '  \111o 11>ar11t L11fi: ~lo(-t~-ittvs of 111e ~ T ; I I I ~ I I  llvliK,io~t fro111 I\!-o Gosshit~s I I ~ I I ) I V ' ~  

Jlittll~o (h l i~ t l l~ i~v)  Dcbo a11(l Si.t~kar l )c . c~  ;111tl ilris tzr.c.rrl-r(.cl prior t i1 tile .\IIOIII 
s i ~ .  Tlrc (;oss;~ilis \\.rrcq fullo\vcrs or Tirislt~l:~. 'Ute ; t ~ ) ~ ) c ~ I ~ i r ~ i o t ~  ( I [  ITII~II)~;I-  
i.ia11s arose I'roni its Iwiltg Lhe nznle or I I ( 1 i ; t a )  \i.l~erc. i t  Si~tl.;~ 

tRc!igivr~s lIendqu;tl~te~.s) \\-;Is ror~~rtlrtl 8 1 ~ 1  fro111 \\-l~i(.ll t l ~ c  Jo(-(ri l~es e111;111:1Lecl." 
Fro111 t.lte 11cco11111. lcfl l!y C:~pIititl \ Y l ~ i ~ r .  

(p. C:. 11.839. : \ I I ~ U < I  I-t, No. 103) .  

'"l'lrcrc \\.crc sis v:~.~si~l c*llic~l's rtrrtlthr Llle &;,rg:.n. 1)c.o ( 7 r  ..\ss;llll Irillne]y llrc 
1 .  i d .  i ~ .  I .  I ~ I .  I ,  ( 1  ] 01 [lies@ i.1:~ 
h , i a  or 1l+!,lti 11~oltv It i l ( I  t11(, rig111 of rel i t i~)i l~g ;I sll,:l~l s ~ i ~ l l ~ l i l l K  r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

/ 

(P. P.  1833. J ~ I I I .  C, No. A ? ) ,  



Prologue 5 

1792, Captain Welsh \\.it> sc.111 to dl.ivc awraJ- thc I-ifP-rHfl frOln the 
\ \ r c 3 t ~ ~ ~ ~  C'OII~~IIC 'S  of Ah.sa)ll alld to restore order. 

The n1i~ral1dcl.s frolrl Bt~ngal \Irere clri\.c.l~ out lllld t lie, ~ ~ ~ > ~ ~ ~ ~ r i ; ,  
albo \trcrcb I ) ~ i t  tell \ v i t l ~  the help of the nl.;t i41) r ~ i l l ~ e ) ~ c c . l l l ~ . ~ ~ ~ , ~  
Ciil>ti~i~i M'clrh 1101 o111y re\turrd onler ill A<hHln ]jut bruugllt 
i~l)Ollt bOIllCb i l t l~ l l in i~ t~* i~ t i \~c  reforms. 111 the llletllltinlc*, chal lgc ,,f 
policy Irt i t l  take11 place a t  the  Ci~lclrtta Coullcil wit11 tllc c.IlilIlgc. of 

111~1 Go\~c~~-~lol.-Gc~lc.~.aI and the N o l l - - i n t c ~ ~ . f ~ r c ~ l ~ e  Yo]iCy the mxt 
~;olvc*rnol.-(;c~ntbri~I. Sir J o h ~  S11ol.e. \ v ~ s  1.c~s~)o1lsi])]~~ for tllc. hHsty 
I . C C ~ I I  of t 1 1 ~  \ V C J ~ ~ I  k:spc>dit ion. 1':l I 11c.t ic. I , l l t  i l l  a 1)1wd14 \\rc.l-c. 

I to  Sir John S l~orc  I)y Raja Gitu1*i115[11 t o  h t i ~ ~ ,  i l l ( >  ~ - ( ~ ~ ~ ~ l l  of 
Cirpt;~in Welsh \vho had 1)1*o\.ccl Lo I ~ r ~ l ~ > f r r l  f c , ~ .  thc. pc~)pI(, of . 
i111(l the\ (:i!l~taill himself rc1pol.tc.d that hi< \\.itl~c]l-:j\\*;ll \\-o,llcl I ~ ; ~ ~ ]  

" l to~lf~~sion,  dr\,astation ;111tl ~nns,.;~c.l-e"." B11i (';lpt:lill \I ' , .I-]~ \ , j i L .  

~ecallccl to  Rc.ilgal nrnidst ill(. uni\*ersiil IamchiltwIion of the .i. . i l ! l l cb+(b  

people. 
The weak but tyrnnilical king did not kc?]> his I)~.oniise nntl 

threw i ~ j ~ i l y  measures of reform intro(1uced 1)y Captain Vr(.lsh. >&iny 
k l l  vict ilnh. to his opprc.ssion. hf i s g o ~ e r n n i c ~ ~  t encr~cd i~gitin snd 
"ASI"CI~~I u a s  given over t o  co~ifusioll and niisclm,r.". Tlic h i ~ ~ o r y  of 
the past tlcci~des l)ega11 t o  repent itwlf. The  Kl~;llnti?. \\.ho hircl 
clCsccndc~tl fronl the  Bol.kh9mpti regioll lying in i l l , .  Y ; I I I ( * ~  c)f th(. 
J r ~ ~ \ v n d ~ I , v  and had established themselves in t h r  eastcimn t la r t s  of 
-4~~~111 half n century ago with the  permission of the  then :illom Raja ,  
non. forcibly took Sadiyii, the  frontier poyt. and c;111.~d out il SIIIRII 
principality arodnd it, their chief llsllrping the  title of thcb Sadiy5 
K11:an.Z Gohain. the  dcsignat ion of the Asssmcso Govc~lnol- of Si1diy5. 
The Moglll3riris ])egfin l o  cho\\l their head? again. Tn thc nliclct of r) (~ .  19. 

this nrelter of confusion and chaos. Raja Gau~~iliii th  brca tliecl his li~ct.  1 7 9 1 .  

Thc  Prilne JIinister, Bllrhn Gohain nssr~med supreme po\vcr of 
the state  ofter pllttillg l o  drat11 his rival Bar R a r ~ ~ n  on(l illitallc(l 
olle I(inqrznl 011 the throne 1lndc.i- the  nanic of K : ~ ~ l l a l ( ~ ~ h \ v n r .  Rut 
the reiRll of this pllppet kill@ (1'i9,5-1810) war mnl-kccl I>\. \.icorlr :~llcl 
rllwgy. TIle lrsistHllrr of t h ~  nloilni51.i5i \vils c1-11shrr1. oln(lcv- \vat 

rrslorrcl ill~osp:l.ity again 1v.t m a n l  to thi.: ~ ~ l l h n p l , ~  1:llld. tllillllc' 
to  tllr ;Il)ility ;Illcl Rdlllillistrativr \ ~ i + d o m  of t h r  B I I ~ ~ H  G ~ l l i ~ i l l  \vll() 

\ I V n c  tllc (18 forto l*rllcl. of the r:alm. T ~ m p l c s  nlld ~ ~ l l i l d i ~ l g ~  \f7(-r(' 
n 4 3 i l l  (.lS(.(.tr(l. TIlr 'T ,n l lk4k~~~di l*  of ihc  R41liRyililn' wn.; rri.+ific1(1 
ill rlcailllt A,,;llllcsr. llnclpy the court palmnac: dlll 'ill~ thi\ 



1 2  . \ S . . ~ I I I I  1'. R I I I ~ ~ I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  I)!. l h .  S .  T<. R I I I I \ ~ ; I I I .  1'. L2()t'. 

T11r Ei l . s~ern 1Cro11 tier of R1-itisl1 Ill(lii~-& PI~I' .  :I , C , T3it11vrj (~ .  IT. ;\ . . 
P . R , S .  P. 58-1st Edition. 



' 1 ' 1 1 ~  l j ~ l l ' l 1 1 C h c  I\ C b l ' ( -  1 1 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ 1 1 1 ~ ( ~  cbl' [ ~ I c *  Lt11.11 of ( \ ~ - 1 1 l  i l l  -~5.ih111 ;, 11,  i 
t l l i , ~ .  UJ ICC ( I v . Y ~ I ~ ~ c I I c ( I  ;I 511.~11g C . U I I I I I I ~ ( ~ I I I  I I I I ~ I C ' ~  111~' ciblll1lljl11,l 

-\Iil 1llllg)'i iL\'C'llg~ [ I I C  (11'~1111 C I ~  I$il(Ii~ll ('jliilltll';l. ~ ' l l r i l l l t ~ i l ~  

SillgIl f l c ' t l  fo\ \ ' i I l ' ( I \  (;:~lllli~ti. ( ' I I ~ I I I ~ ~ I * ; ,  ~ \ , 1 ~ 1 1 i l  110\\,  j ( ) i 1 l e ( i  l ~ i ~ l l ~ ~ .  \ \ i [ i l  

lllc ~ J I I ~ ~ I I I C ~ ~  i t11(1  \\.ah proclaiilrctI l < i r r g  I 1 I 1 ( b ~ ~ ~  ~ 1 1 ~ ~ 1 , ~ ~  ( ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 '  

~~~l~Chl ' i1~l~t) ' .  l ' ~ ' i l ( ' ~ i ~ i t 1 1 ) '  >l~Lhilkillg. A l - 5 i ~ ) ] 1  I I ( J \ \  l);l.~~'(l ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ( ~ ~ ~  ] ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 1 1 ,  .c 
tio~lli~lwtiol~ (lSl!)-?-k) i111(l ; I  l;L~l~io(l 01 I I I I ~ ) I  o t * ~ ( l ( ~ ~ ~ t c ~ l  .;I\ it;( I )  

tollo\\~ccl. ' l ' l l ~  ~tcll1er(~llth of l l r c -  13111 l l i l  ( ; t ) l r i l , l l  i i l l ( l  lI1c lJi,l. li;11 l 1 ; I  

\I c.1 c 111111lctl (lo\\ 11 i11ld ~ J I I L  to t l ~ i t t l ~ .  E \ , c > ~ I  1I1r 13111 ~ I : L  ( ~ ~ J I ; I ~ I I  i111f1 

tl~cb l h ~ r  Ui1rt1u thc~n~sel\-c~s \\7ch~ac hm.bixc.tl i11rt1 1)11t to ( I c ~ ; I ~ ~ I . "  
l'uralrdtu- Sillgl~ took ref~~geb i ~ t  CIlilll~i~l'i ill t11t' (li-lrict o f  l t i l l l g -  

pur (13ellgi11) itllcl ill Scptcmbcl. 1819, solicitctl the pl'olc.c.lio~~ i11i(I 

a.ssis1i111c.i~ of the (.'onll)i111~ to  ribillstate J1ii11 on the ) ) I ( ~ , s I I ( ~ ! ~  01' I I I -  
i tll~cstors, pl~oniisillg to pajr t he c ~ s p e ~ ~ s c ~ ~  of t I I C  c.slr:tlit icj11 ;I I I ~ I  to  
acccll)t ihcb k i~lgdoi~l  fro111 the 13ritisl1 0 1 1  i111 I I I I ~ I ~ I ~ I I  t ~ ~ i l ) t ~ t c  oI' H * .  :; 
lakhs. I t  is rs:portctl t l l i~ t  lrc ;it firhi ol)c~acvl 11cgoLiatio11. \ \ i t11 tl~cb 
B ~ u - i ~ l ~ s c  authorities undcr cvrtain ternis iultl condi t io11- : \\ 11.11 

lllose ilegotiatioils failctl, he turlted to  the  Conlyii~ly . I . '  'l'liv ( ' i t 1 ~ 1 1  t t tl 
Col~ncil clccli~lc~l to  ill tCl.fcrc ill  thc illtc~i-~~iil iiffijifi of ;I f~)l~c'igrl 3 t ;l t ('. 

Cht~ntlra I<iil~ta, too, \\.;is iiot itlle. .At t l l ~  i ~ \ + t i g i ~ t i o ~ i  of t l l c '  

Burnlcsc party, hc rc~cltiestcd tlre G ~ \ ~ C S ~ I ~ S - ( ; C I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I ~  i r ~  13c11giil t o  
surrencler thc  heads of vs - l t ;~  j i ~  Yu~~ii~rclar F i r ~ ~ l i .  t 111' 1311rIlii (;(rIl;l i l l  

ant1 Ilia follo\vcrs \\lit11 their y r o l ) e r t ~ ~  nl l ( l  ciiect.. 111 lmcl)1y. tllc 
British Governnlc\nt infoi~ined Hiljii CJIWII(~I-;I I<;111ti1 t11i1t i t  \\.:la 1101 

t11c prnc t ice of tha t  Crovcrilnlcli t to  tlc~ly ; I ~ I  i1>),111 111 1 o l ~ ~ l i t  icnl 

refugee<, bllt ; ~ t  the  same tinlcl they \\-i.;l-~c.(l to r-l~lti\,atc. fri=lrtll?' 

1-el(ltious \\.it11 I l j l n .  K o t  sa{isfi:(l \vit]l this rol~ly, o l ~ c  of llii11i-- 

t r rs  of the  1Cill.g of .4\*:1 ad( l r~~h;vl .  ; ~ ~ ~ o t l l ~ r  Ictt(l1. to  tllib <;0\.~1.1101.- 
G n l n n l  lmqnil*ing Jl i l l l  I o drlircs rlp to t l ~ c  1311r11lc4r ~i~il i t :~r?-  
oficcss stiltioned in a s s ~ l l l  i l ~ c  refrlpcca \ \ . h ~  tlistlll.l)ccl tilts 
trilllqrlillily of No1 to p r ~ \ . o k c  ally I . I I I ) ~ I I I * ( ~  \\.it\] 1)1(' 

~ I I rns . ; r ,  llis J collrJlnl th r  rcyly ill i :III(I co~ll j l i -  

1 1 1  t ,  1 ,*-gnrd to the. ~111 , jn .  t ilrnt l of com\'lain(. 

no ]lo\vcyc~l~ \vas ma(lc nl l (1  t11c B11rnlcqc1 >lilli41vr \\.39 



l'L'cllJclhtc'd to refel. t0 ltlll( ' l .  \\ ' llicbll 11;1( 1 ;I 11'citt 1). 1 ) ( ~ ~ 1 1  i I ( I ( I  rc.h,tyl 
10 ItiI J:L CIlii~lCIl'i~ I<$lltii. 

1 I l l l ' i l  1 I 1 1 I 1 t l ' i ( ' l l ~ ~ . s l l i l )  i 1 1 1 t I  
Ih6!O 't 1) 

l~rotcct io~l of t l ~ c b  1J111.nlc~sck. Aftthl. I i i ~ \ r i ~ ~ ~  \\ i t  ~ic'-sc(l 111(, 511 l l i ~ l i ; ~  I-). 

tlihllOb;ll 01 ~ 1 1 ~ '  llc\\ 1)' i ~ ~ ~ ~ ) O i l I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Bill' Bill'llil :il t l l C  ~ 1 : ~ l l ~ ~ ~  t)[  1 1 1 t h  

1Ji11~11icql~. C ' I ~ ~ I I I ( I I ~ ~ I  Kil l  t i1  f i ( ' ~ ' l i l t ~ 1  ( I ; I I ~ ~ c ~  ;111(1 i l ~ ( l  to ( ; i l i ~ l ~ i ~  [ i ;111(J 

t l l t ' l l ~ ~  10 lkllgal. 'rlltb ~ I I I ' I I L C ~ ~ C  iI>I<CtI I I i l l i  1 0  r ( t ~ l l r ~ l  i i l l ( 1  l l ( n l ~ l  O L I ~  

il\.sllril1iC'~'h 10 Ii i l i i .  I)11t ('lli\il(lri~ l i ; i ~ l  t i \  ( t i ( (  110t ('01111)l~'  \\ i l l 1  1 Ilt.ir 
f ~ i ~ l l i .  0 1 1 ~  .JO~c'~Ji\\.ilr s111g11 \\'it< p111 011 111(' l111~o1ie 
1 ) ~ .  tlrc Hl~rn~csc .  

C ' l i : ~ ~ i ( l ~ ~ i i  1 1 i 1 i l ; i  1 1 0 \ ~  Lc~g;111 to ~lc~gotiatc.   ill^ thcb ('onll,;l~iy to 
~ ~ r o c u r c  11lu.skcts i111(1 gu~ipo\rclc.r. His ri\,iil I ' I I ~ ; I I ~ ( ~ : I ~  Sing11 \\*:I, 

; ~ l r c ~ ~ t l y  I ) I I ~ J ,  i l l  l)~-t,c.i~l'i~lp, illnllls iilid i l l  raising I c ' \ ~ c s  fro111 B l i i ~ t ; ~ ~ i  
for thc pi1rpo-4~ of ill\-atling Assan1 and hougl~t yci.niission of ~ l i c  
131.i t i h l i  (;ovt.~.nm~~n t to  I)(. sl~l)plictl wit11 i~l-lns fiaonl Fol l ITilli;~ni.'" 
'1'11e Briti.sll Co\.e~-n~lic.nt ;I t filu<t tlccllincvl, Ltr t a l t Ilc' int c ~ ~ \ ~ ~ ~ i ( i o l l  
of RIr. Scott, Civil Com~nissionc~r of R : I I I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ,  t litby l,c~'iiiit l cd  I)o t li 
Lhe Pugitivcxs to collect ixrlil< i1ii(1 i ~ n ~ m ~ ~ n i l i o n  1)y pri\.iitc pu~*c.hiisc~ 
:lntl Bt'~gi11 I)ccamc t he 1)asc. of 011c'r:l i ioli.: of i hew two fugit ivc 
Iiings.li It wils pointcd out hy 11s. Scott th i~ t  in thc e\.cnt OF the 
BLII ' I ' I~CS~~ i ~ l ~ t l l ~ ~ i t y  being firnily 311d fin:llly cst:il,lishecl i i  Assam. 
the position of tiiz Bcngal f~~o l i t i c~ .  n.olll(1 I ) c x  inscculuc ant1 that  ihc  
intcrcs t <  of lhc B1.i t i ~ h  (;o~-c.riimcn t ~vould 1~ l w t  .;c~-~.ctl by pelB- 
llliltilig t h ~  refl1fic1~ k i ~ i p  to  ()bti1i11 ~ ~ ( v ( ~ ~ \ : I I ~ . v  I I I P ~ I I S  for t h ~  
t~ulj~~lsion of t hc Brlrnlesc. 

\?'as the  E;1s[ T l i t l i ; ~  Co~npi~ i iy  lcg:~lly i'iglit i l l  allowing these two 
fl~gitivcc to uccl thcir domini011 i l $  tlicir base of o])eratinns and \\'a\ 
lhe tlcmantl of tlic B111-nlc~sc. lio\vcvcr linughty lhC tonc might hc. for 
t l i ?  c~ l~u l - io l i  c ~ F  t l i ~ ~  In-o f ~ ~ g i t i v c s  always esacting and unrcnson- 
able ? Hcl-e agilii~ IV~IS i l  coliflicl hetween Al~solutc Politic and Iienl 
Politic. ~41itl IT.? I?l'c1sutnc that  thc verr1ic.t of "Not gllilty" will ]lot 
on cvery ocqnbion 1,c dclivci*ed 1,y an impal.tia1 hiilol-ian in f i l ~ o u r  
of tlic Encl 11idii1 Company. 

18?0 .4 I) Chnndrn K511ta's first effort to  oust the  B I I ~ ~ ~ c s ?  failed miserably 
a~icl lie w a s  tlrivcn hen~lloug across the Reng;il fi'ontielb. I n  lhe  ypar 
1821. 1)ct tcl- t'iltc a\vaitled him : hc defeated the B11rmcse in several 
sliirmishcs ant1 advanced into thc  country as far a s  Gauhnti. 
Rnr l i c~  in lhcl year, his tl-oops came in collision with [he army raiaetl 
hy Plrrnndnr Singh who hat1 enlei-cd Assa~n.from Rhutan. His lev!. 
was clommnndcd hy onc lb11.. R1.ucc. i1 European. long domiciled in 

l c  p.  C'. 1801 1iarr.ll 10. Sm. 3-4. 
P. C .  1RB1, Jonc 16. Nos, 69-71 



Jugiyhopi. His tlr111y i dric;lted ulld di3pwwd by a party 
selit by Chulldrtl 1G11la. All.. Uruvt. \r.as takCll I,riaoller and 
~t~11t dowll to tiuuhati. 'I'h~sc su~cc3sc.s alld the colltillued attelllpty 
of Purtilrdur Sil~gh a ~ l d  thc Burlla Gohaill frolll tilt. Bhutall 
iilld Bijni, to recover tl~cir lost dolr~i~r~oiis dr?\j. forth all higllly angry 
protest ~ u c h c d  ill illsolellt lal~guagc fro111 the Burmesz Geuttral 
Mingyi hlahii Ijalldulii who Ilad arrived ill the 1lleu1iti1~lt: to coI~mand 
the Burnles:: troops in Assa111. This docuuleut which was a curious 
specinien of the Burlilese style of official c o l - r e s p o l ~ d t . ~ ~ ~ ~  dernallded 
that Cllalldisa K511ta should be give11 up alld that 110 assistiillce 
should be affol.ded to Raja Chandra Kii~ita, or "Cho1ldra (;allda" as 
the Burmese called him, or to any refugee8.l' 

The British Go\ernmeiit gave the usual reply that. it was not 
their custom to deliver up persons who might take refuge in their 
territories on account of political disturbauces. But s t  the same 
time the Burha Gohaill, who had beell hanging on the frontier and 
had intercepted tlie letters coming froin the Burmese quarters, was 
confined for sometime for this misconduct. Instructions were also 
issued calling upoil Raja Chandra Kdnta to indenlnify the losses 
the people of the Httbriighat pargumi lrad suffered a t  the hands 
of the Burmese trgops while he was on thc? throne of A:sani.lU 

The Burmese fol-ces in Assnm were greatly r:inforced and 
strengthened by the arrival of Mingyi hlal15 Bandul5 from the Court 
of Amarpura and in June 1888 Chandra Klllta sustained a severe 
defeat a t  his hand and disappeared altogether from the field 
of contest. 

A threatening letter was sent on this occasion by the Burmese 
officers to Mr. Davidson, Officer Commanding a t  Goalpsra (then 
within the Bengal Presidency). It stated that  they wished to 
remain in friendship with the Company and to respect the integrity 
of the British territory, but should protection be given to  Raja 
Chandra K&nta, their army consisting of 18,000 fighting men and 
commanded by forty Rajas would follow him wherever hc would go 
and would take him away by force out of the Company's dominiong. 
A similar letter addressed by  M a h i  Mingyi Silwa, the ex-commander- 
in-Chief of the Burmese forces in Assam wa.~  also daspatched to the 
chief British Authorities at Calcutta. 

The Calcutta Coun,cil recognised force in the contention of the 

Burmese and i t  was ordered that should Chandra rants 
or any of his adherents appear within thr  confines of the C o n l ~ a n ~ ' ~  

l e  P.  C.  1829,Jan.  11,No. 99. . a 

10 P, C. 1822 Jan. 11, Nos. 92, 24-45. 
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10 The Annexation of Assam 

Do~lrilliona, tlley must be disarmed and sent t o  I safe Clista~lct: from 
the frontier. But a t  t l ~ c  si1111e ti111e it was resolved thut should the 
U i ~ r ~ i ~ c s c  u t tempt to follow up CIIIIIICI~H 1Cii11ta illto the l!rithJ~ 
Donlinions, it nlust be iustiurtly rcpelIz&by force. Allcl instructiolis 
werc accordillgly issued to t l ~ e  Officer Conln~ttl~dilrg ilt Dacca, to 
serlcl sucbl~ r ~ ~ i l ~ f o r c c r ~ ~ c n t s  as Mr.  Scott 111igllt require t o  llieet the 
sitl~illioli. Steps were take11 ut  the same time to acquuiut the llolllillal 
I 11lc1. of Ahsun1 will1 the clclllalid for the restitution of the property 
p l~~ t~c l c r c~ l  u t Ifibrilgl~ii t (in C~il l~)t \r i t )  by hi5 allies, the Burmese, 
i l l  lhe ycur 1821.20 

At this tinlib il ~ ~ u l c d  said to be a person of high r a ~ l k  was 
tltyutscl by the. Bttrnlese authority i t1  Assan1 and the forrner reached 
Calcutta by the. cbncl of July 1822. H e  delivered letters from the 
Burlilesc c h i 4  stationed in Assanl requesting the surrender of Clialidra 
ICiitlta i111(1 other Assall~ese refugea~~." 'The Governol~-(;c~ut~ral, 
tliough he declined to  comply with their nltti~r 1.equest, tliscluin~ed 
explicitly all rights of il~tierfel-ence ill the proceedil~gs of His Burmese 
hIajesty ill Asswn~ ant1 rccluested But-nlcse authorities to restrain their 
troops fro111 furthcl. coln~nissior~ of excesses \ ~ . i l t l ~ i ~ ~  the British 
b o ~ i n d a r y . ~ ~  

But  the depredations of the Burrnew on the  border villages of 
Etungpur \vent on iu~~checked. The  Burmese pulled down the British 
flag which hnJ been erected on an island near Goalpara t o  distinguish 
it from the A s a m  dominion arlcl further threaterled to take forcible 
possessio~~ of the isliincl in question. This fact wag reported to  ibe 
~ i ~ l c u t t a  Council, but the i~uthorities there did not take any serio'us 
11ot.ice of the niatter save and except by deputing an officer to settle 
the ~bouoclary question, the object of the  dispute in. their eye9 "being 
merely n \voytl~less sand bank1'.'" 

A t  Ii~st Chandra K~?nta fell into the trap of the Burmese who 
intl~lced liinl by sweet , words to  return to  ~ s s a m .  B u t  when 'he 
l*i>i~cll~d Jorhst he was arrested and sent down to  Rangpur (Assam) 
to be kept in confinenlent. , 

.About this time. owing to sickness and ,.,carcity of prbvis;ons, 
Mii~gui .Mahi Bandulii returned to  Burma with the exception'of 

" When A s a m  was occupied by the British the sum of Rupees Q297/8/- 
was disbursed, f r ~ m  the revenues of Lower -4ssam as compensation to the ryots of 
HZbriiglliit for d e a g e  sdstaiued by the incursions of the nurlnese prior to the gear 
IF23 (letter to Court ~ d .  9 bf 1831) . 

1 
21 P.  C .  1824 Sept. 6, Nos. 18-21. I 

'q. C .  1822 Oct. 11, was. 53-54. 

'VP. C .  3848 Sept. 47, No. 67. 



Prologue 

9000 men left under the  command of the Maha silwa." ~ n d  a neHr 
Governor was appointed for Assam. T h e  org?es of wanton ravtlgeo 
and cruelties which had marked the  previous period came to  an 

and a settled administration followed. But "Histol.y I r a ,  ;I nemesis 
for every sin" and the  Burmese were not long to  continrl,e their 
perfidious acts of barbarity. Their insolent act5 and spirit of 
aggrar~dizement so deepened and complicnted the  icisllcs that  the 
British were compelled against their will t o  u11shcathe the sword and 
in less than a year h m  the  commencement of hostilities. the B u r n l c ~ ~  
powers and pretensions in Aseam lay in drlst an(\ the  11nhapp~ vttllcy 
was a t  last delivered from the  ordeal from whic 11 i t  h2d ~rlff(hrcrl for 
more than four years. 

T h e  rapidly expandcd Rurnlese Empire met thc Rriti.11 Indian 
frontier in the  south on the Cliittagong side nrhcn .4rak:in fell into 
their hands in 1784-85. Their misl~ule and tj7rnnliy drove n 1:11.p& 
number of Mags for shclter t o  the  Company's doininlons The 
Burmese resented the emigration of their sr11)jccts 3114 over the 
question of the  ~raknn-refugees and other inc idcnt~ ,  the  rclat ion 
between thcse two neighbollring sta tcs bccam 2 ct rained oft 
With the  conquest of Assam by the B u r m ~ s c .  tho  matter  assllmed 
R very serious proportion. Incidents hccam:. ft.cqrrciil and cmlli~ion 
with the  Br~rmcse hecamc incvitahlc. 

The  Rnrmese Governor of Araknn illegally soizcd ic\?cri~l of ~ h c  
Company's subjects engaged in hunting elcphnnts on t!le frotiticr of 
Chittagong and Arakan (1841-22). When the  Calclltta Corlnvil was 
informed of these irregularities. they piortslg 1vishc.d thnl the facl 
nced only he known t o  Hiq B u r ~ c s e  R1ajccty and i t  \\~nrlld hc 
remedied immediately .'" Other acts of nggression wcrc soon to 
follow and no serious noticei was taken of thcm. But 1;ltcr 011. \vllcn 
the Burmese forcibly occupied the .mall islaii(1 of Q h ? h p ~ ~ r  on the 
Chittagone side 2nd pave out that  on the re-occ~lpation of thnd irl:~nd 
h-y the British, the forces of the  stntc of A1.a n.olll(l irl\vntl?> the 
Briti& territories along the \vhole liiin of t h?  Enctc1.11 FI'OI~ I i ~ r . ? ~  

the period of rompla& came t o  nn rnd. Thr Rrit i.11 Crovcrll~l~(~llf 

thorlght it expedient as  a prerautionarv mrn:r~~.e to  dirrct th? llmvc- 
mcnt of the troops t o  Rangpur and Svlhct. nllt  a t  111c cnnic tim -. 
the local authorities Ifrere instructed to ahstain f l ~ m  nrly ii?cn~111'= 

24 P. C. 1829, %pi. 6,, NO. 14-17. 

25 Prof. A. ,  C. B~nerjeeis "Eas~ern Rolltier c ~ f  India. Cllnr> 11." 

P. C. 1899, &t. 11. Nos. 59-54. 

27 S, P. 1824. Jan. 17, No. 6 



tending to preciyiti~te hostilities and instruction!, were again issued 
not to  afford ally eircouragenlc.~it to the Assanltbse refuge~s. '~ 

Negotiatio~~s were goil~g or1 all this tirllc wit11 the Burmese 
authorities a t  Arakan for the amicable scttlenlent of the Shjhpuri 
and other iacidents. Mr.  Scolt, (Iivil Conr l~iission :br of Rnngpur 
was a t  this ti~lie (Novcmbcr 18523) i1ypoi11tt.d Agent to the Governor- 
General 011 the North E;lstern Frontier 011 itII extra rtllow~~ice of 
Rs. lO00/- per mensen1 i ~ n d  was s~~ecinlly clirected to  report the 
movement and tendencies of the Burmese in Assall1 to the Calcutta 
t t i~thorit ies.~~ Whcn cnlled upon to teridc~~~ his selitirnents on the 
points ~t issue, Mr. Scott informed thv Council "thilt even if the 
cxisting differencac with the Court of .4va arc ~tdjt~sted by negotiu- 
tions, the evacuation of A w m  by the Burn~cse should be insisted 
upon as a sine qua non". ,4nd in this connection he proposed that 
to get rid of the Burmese once and for all, the Company should 
even be prepared "to pay to t h a n  the annual tribute they a t  present 
derive from A~sam",~O 

By the end of the year 1523 thc Bunnece forces \Trcrc found 
strongly entrenched on the entirc frontier line of the Company's 
dominions stretching from GoaIpara to  Cox's Bazar. The substitu- 
tion of a warlike and comparatively speaking powerful Government 
in the place of the feeble administration that  formerly ruled Assam 
in a situation so commanding and with such extensive means of plunder 
and pillage gave due cauqe for alarm to the British ~uthor i t i es  a t  
Calcutta. The Burmese had already overrun M ~ n i p u r  and wei.2 
threatening the integrity of the small prinoipality of Cachar and the 
British Government not unduly feared that their next prey would 
be the Company's dominions. 

I n  January 1824, the simultaneous appearance of Burmese 
armies from the directions of Assam and Manipur oocasioned great 
fear and the inhabitants began to flee in great number from Cachar 
and Sylhet. "Under such an emergency, every resource, however 
trifling, was sought after" and hurried preparations were made to .  
checkmate the designs of the B u r m e ~ e . ~ ~  Mr. Scott. whose opinion 
was solicited on that occasion, suggssted that a force of eight or 
nine hundred m:n supported by half a dozen field pieces and 
Howitzer!; would be sufficient to clear Assam of the Burmese and 
assl~red th? Calcutta Council that the people of Assam, in casc of 
hostilities breaking out would afford them all the aid in their power. 

. . 
2.9 S. P. ,823, Oct . 31. No. 1.5. . .  

: 2". P. 1825. hTnv. 14. No. I? .  
30 S. P. 1 8 2 3 , N n v .  1 4 , N o .  16. 
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Accordirlgly proclama t iolib were issucd in the Assnmese langtlage 
calling upon the inhabitants of Assall1 to rise in support of the 
British in the event of a rupture with the Burmese, under the 
distinct pledge that they would be released from the Burmese yoke. 
Emissaries were sent to the Singpho and Khalnti chiefs with a view 
to  enlisting their active co-operation. And Mr. Bruc~ who was 
acquainted with the l~ill tribes, was appointed to conduct such 
negotiations. Overtures \Irere a l ~ o  niade to the hlariipur Prince 
Gambhir Singh (who had taken posvession of Cachar), to the exiled 
Raja Govinda Chandra of Cachar and to the King of Jaintiii whose 
territories had been threatened by the Burmese. To  forestall thc - 
contemplated invasion of Cachar by the Burmese. n tiniely counter 
move was set in motion and the Burmese were finformed by the 
beginning of 1824 that  the said principality had been t akm undcr 
the British protcdion (though in fact negotiations ~vith Govinda 
Chandra were still going on) ."? And troops were moved to the 
frontier of Sylhet. The 'Zero hour' was approaching. 

I n  the meantime, the Barmccc were rapidly advancing towardsJan. 
Cachar from three directions and on a protest from the English, the 
Burmese Commander informed the local British Officer that they 
wcrc coaling, a t  Govinda Chandra's request to reinstate him on his 
ancxtrnl throne from which he had been \vrongfully deposed by 
tIi(1 Manip~!~s i<n  Princes. And as they rcfused to turn back the war 
\I R S  declared. 

" S. P. 1843. December I?, No. 11. 



CHAPTER I 
EXPULSION OF TIIB BURMESE 

AND 
8 - 
I TIIE PtIRIOD OF MILITARY OC'CUPATION. 

On the  17th January 1824 thcrc occur~~cd a skirmish between 
ihe  English and thc  Burmese near Vikrampur (Cachar) and the so- 
callxl British  jackal.^" badly maulctl the Burmcsp lions in the  first 
encounter. T h e  second ha ttlc was fought near the gorge of the 
Reritilca Pass on thc Bank of the Jating5 rivclr in Cachar on the  10th 
I'cbr~iary. The  Burmese forces were dtjfeatled and thcy retreated 
in utmost Iconfusion Icaving in the hand$) of thc British a number.of 
standards and seven or  eight golderl chnt tns  (umhrc~llns) incll~ding 
those belonging t o  thc Commander-in-C'hicf nnc-1 the Burmese Gover- 
nor of Assam. They retired for a time in the  direction of Assam. 
T h c  nutnlhcr of thc Bllimese with the  army was inconsidcrablc i t  
bping mainly composed of the Assnmcse numbering nearly four 
thousand. The  Manipuri Prince Gambhir Singh who had in the 
nlenntime joined the British army with his follo~vcrs, displayed on 
thc  occasion a d?gree of gallantry, cncrgy and zeal t h a t  evoked strong 
commendation from the  British Gcncral in command. 

Operations in the  Brahmnputra. Valley commenced later on 
when the  troops had been moved down t o  Gnuhati and other warlike 
preparations made."" And within three weeks from the  date  of 
the formal declaration of war (4th March, 1824) the coi~mtry of 
Assain nearly as far as K21Gb3r was arci~pied by 'the ~ r i t i 5 b . t  

Thc  British lost no time in bringing thc newly occi~pied tract 
under t h S r  administration though the entire kingdom of Svargadeva 

* Maha Bandula, tlie Burmese Commzlnder-in-rhief In Assam compsred the 
Burmem with lions m,d the Efglirh with jackals (aerordlng ;o Barmese chronicle 
Konbaungset Yazawin-Vol. lI, P. 371) . 

* * To traneport the soldiers, boats plying in the Rral~mcputra \\.ere forrihlv 
seized or commandeered. It will not be out of place to m ~ i t i o n  here tha t  this 
forced service continued for two years during whirh i,criod the  crew not only 
buffered great privations receiving only half rations,, hilt also experiemced great. 
difficulty in realising compensations whir11 mere long delayed. 

t For a full account of the battles the  reader is referred to Prof. Banerjee's r 

hook "Eastern Frontier of British India". 
1 S. P. :1824, May 48, NO. 19. 
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Ezpuluiorb of the Burmese IS 
including the Eastenr and Wcster~r lialvcs of the Bralrruaputra 
Valley kl*nuerly gassed iuto their hands only after tlre cuuclusiuu of 
the treaty of Ya~rdabo two years later (1896). 

To Mr. Scott was entrusted the nruliagarrmt of this ~rrwly 
acquired t1'itct. A qucatiorr arose a t  this j~~ncture-how the newly 
occupiccl tcrritorjr \r.ould Le administerecl I Would it Le ad~uinistered 
ulidc~ the civil rd~liiliistratiolr or under 11k1rtial law 1 The ua t te r  
was referred to the Govcrrior-Ge1rera1-i1l-Cou11c'il aud it was decided 
l)y then1 that the countl0y liiust continue to Le considered as nu 
" C I ~ C I I I J ~  coulrtryq' i e r e  occul)ied by the British army and not 
subject to the ordinary rules of civil and criliiintll juutice as adnliui- 
stered ill the British tierritories elsewhere in 111tlii.i.' Though the 
c o u r ~ t ~ ~ y  wits declared to be administered by nrnrtial law, great care 
was taken to invest Mr. Scott, Civil Officer, wit11 a great if uot 
greater amount of authority. So practically, ti dual administration 
was  inauguratccl during the interim period (1884-28). 

The respective duties of the rnil~tnry officer (Col. Richards) 
ant1 the political. u$cnt (Mr. Scott) were clearly dclil~ctf and 
demarcated fro111 tbe very Leginiling to avoid any future tli~pu IC.S 

or entanglement. Mr. Scott was vested with the general ina~iage~nent 
and the control of all politi:nl tl'ansnctions and negotiations that 
were to  be conducted nlith the f ~ n d l y  Assamesc and otlier n;itivc 
chiefs. He  was also to treat with the enemy. The politi~al agent 
was forbidden from interfering with matters of purely niilitary 
llature though he was asked to afford illost cordial and zer~loua 
support to the officer conlmanding ' on all questions of general 
interest. He was also RiVen the managekent and collection of the - 

revenues and one Captain Davidson was appointed as his sole 
a s ~ i s t a n t . ~  H e  was further advised to conduct the colloc.tior! of 
revenues without the aid of the military pbwersand the task of tlie 
rent' cbllection fell to the "Sihbandi Corps", the irreaular foot 
soldiers who had accompanied the tax gatherers in the days h the 
Ahom  king^.^ The sdministration of civil and criminal justice was 
left entirely in the hands of the' officer commsndjeg. who wqs instruc- 
ted to act under a special warrant presented by His krce l lenc~ .?, 

the commander-in-~hief.6- Col. Richards was a150 placed in charge 
of t h e  Police establishments a t  Gauhati! 

2 S .  P. 1894 May 28, No: PO. 
3 S :  P. 1894, July 2. Nos. 1516 .  

. .. 
4 S. P, 1846, April 7. No. 8 .  
5 S. P. 1824. July 2, Nos.' 15-16. 
6 S. C. 1896, March 17, Nos. 17-18. 



while the preli~~~inuries were l~cillg laid for tllc n~allage~ue~lt 
of the newly occupied territoly, tilth L)r i l~ .s l~  ilrllls were busy both ill 

the Brtrhmitputri~ V:illey aucl ill th,: Cacl~al. regiol~s. R l a ~ ~ y  111i11ur 

and major battles had to be foughl ill cxpellil~g tile L l u l ~ ~ ~ c s c  out 01 
the North-Easter11 theatre of operatiou \\.'it11 t l ~ e  details of which 
we are not co l~ce r~~ed  11ere. With the str~~rellclc~r of the fort of 

Hangpur in Ja11ua1.y 1825, the Uur~~~:se  lllelluce ill t11cb Uruh~~laputra 
Valley pras'tically c;knle to an e ~ ~ d  alld a sort of settled acln~il~iatra- 
tion followed. 

To Colonel H-ichtlrds fell the great tusk of fi11;1lly clrivi~~g out 
the Burrnese from the upper regiou of .4ssa111. The ta5k proved rlot 
so harassing as anticipated. His troops approached Har~gpus, the 
last stronghold of the Burnlese, on the 29th of J a ~ ~ u t l r y  1845 and at 
night tried to escalade the stockades throw11 in their way. The 
Burmese came out in small parhes and attacked the pickets stationed 
around, but were soon conipclled to  retire. About tell o'clock in the. 
morning of the 30th, a white flag of truce was seen c o n ~ i ~ ~ g  from the 
fort. The Burmese offer to  surrender was quite uncoxpected. 

The terms for the surrender of the fort wcye conducted by the 
Raj Ghru Dharmadhar Brahml~ch~r i ,  a native of Ceylon. He  was 
a t  the time acting its the Chief Priest of the Burmese authorities in 
Assam. He had resided for many years in Bengal and held many 
public posts to his credit. A man of wide knowledge and conversant 
with occidental manners and customs, he was deputed by the 
Phukans in charge of the Burmese forces to  act as a "mediator". 

At that timle faction reigned 5u:preme in the enemy camp. 
The three principal chiefs, Sham Phukan Shaikh Phukan and 
Nabaru Phukan i~icludi~ig Boglee Phukan (the last named later 
joined the other party and left the fort) were desirous of coming to 
a settlement witth tha ~ r i t i s h ,  while the othei~ party, numerically 
stronger, were equally determined to offer a stiff resistance. Getting 
scent of the faction from the Raj  Guru, the officer commanding 
tried to win over the peace party by offering them liberal terms on 
the understanding that they should come out and abandon the 
aggressive party to the swords,of the British. This device was found 
to  be impracticable because the latter party preponderated in 
strength over the former and secondly the slightest suspicion of such 
an inclination would not only have entailed bloodshed and destruc- 
tion on the, spot, but also would have extended the feud to  their 
families. Another weighty reason which induced the British Officer 
to  abandon this wily project was that he had no means to prevent their 
escape. the supply of ammunition being but very ~ma11. 

It was arranged finally that the aggressive or hostile party 
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should be allowed to leave the fort and start for t l~eir  honles provided 
they took the direct route, comulitted no ravages 011 the road a ~ ~ d  
carried away nolie of the inhabitauts of Assall1 as slaves. Thd p a c e  
party were required to cleli\,cl~ up their a r m ,  a~~l l~ lu l i i t io~i  tilid W i i r -  

like stores. 011 bellalf of thct victors, they \rrtre guaranteed Full 
alld evc~~tuul  s~ t t len ie l~ t  ill  Ass;i~li t111d it was further 

stipulated that t11c.j. \yere 011 11o accounl to 1.w delivc.red to the King 
of Ava. 

These poillts havi~lg 11ec11 agreccl ul~otl, a l~out  sclvcll hundred 
captives bur~~el~dcrcd and tllc ~ c - t  ~lillllberil~g i111011t niue thousand 
inclu,ding women aud chi1dl.c.11 wi t11drc.w il l  t11c direct ion of the 
frontier and the British flag was hoistt.tl OII tlw top of the palace. 
955 guns of all descl'il~tions niade of il.011 and brass togc4llc.r \\.it11 
several thoustilld iron b~t11s r r ~ ~ c l  it col~\idc~.able c~ir:i~~tity of gunpo\vtit.r 
were surrendered by the encnly. IInd the elremy ~:om~osed  their 
differences and rallietl i~l~cler it conlnlon Ictlclcr it \\.auld have bwn 
inlpossible to dislodge then1 so sooil :1nd so easily. With the surren- 
der of Rangpur, the last strongl~old of the Bu~-nlcue in Assanl, their 
resistancz in the Brahlil;~l~utrt~ Valley virtually collap~rcl and the  
entire land pacsed u ~ ~ d e r  the Britlsh cont rol? 

The whole of the Bral~~naputra  Vtilley llrrving no\v I , ~ I I  occupied April. 

by the British, it becallle ucu.essalsy  gain to clevis? sonic coniprchen- 
sive plan for the tealporary adniinistration of its internal affa~rs. 
As a provisional arrangement, Mr.  Scott :~nd Col. Richards were 
appointed joint Comn~issioners for Assam. Mr. Scott was called 
upon to  act as senior Commissioncl* and \r7:1s given t h ~  privilege of 
overriding the junior Comniissiorirr on all questions falling under 
joint deliberations. Mr.  Scott bccame the sole authority ns before 
for negotiating arranqements with the native princes and tribal 
people of Assam. Thp eastern part of hssi~nl came upder the 
jurisdiction of Mr. Scott while the western part was placed under 
the care of Col. Richards who was instructed to 3ct under the instruc- 
tions of the former in the triinsactioll of all political b115iness. A 

provisional police system was a:so introduced and arrangements were 
made for jail accommodation.8 

With respect to the admillistration of criminal justice. n pro- 
visional' tribunal was set up under the presidency of Col. ~ i c h n r d s  
and the tribunal was given the power to award capital p~lnishment 
in case of serious offences. The senior Commissioner was not given 
the power to  inflict capital punishment. To speed up trials, the 

' 7 S. P. il825, April 5 ,  No. 16. 

8 S. P. 1825, April 5, Nos. 94 and 26. 
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process of c o l ~ ~ n l i t l i i ~ ~ l t  ~)rcl,itri~to~*y to tl0ial was dol~e it\\rtly with. It 
is ~ieeclless to bay ~Irilt Col. liicl~i~rcls co~i t i~ i~rcd  to i1c.l i t 5  Officer 
Conil~lunclilrg. 'l'lii~s wcb f i l~d t l ~ a  t 111c rcviscbd a r r a ~ r g e l ~ l c ~ ~ t  for the 
provisior~al nd l l i i~~ i s t r i~ t i o~~  of as sari^ was 11ol11i11g but the rcl~licd and 
co~l t i~ iua  ti011 of tl~ch first i t r ~ ~ ~ n g c n ~ c ~ ~ ~  t illlrociut -1tl ill t l ~ c  previous 
year exccpt t l ~ a t  Ll~e B1iliti~l.y Ofiic-cr C O I I I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I I ~  \\'its ~ I I ~ ~ U \ Y C ' ~ I  with 
ccrtnil~ ci\.il ; i l l t l  lisc.;tl ~ o w c ~ I ~ ~ .  ' I c  1 1 t 1  r t ~ g i ~ ~ ~ ; '  C O I I ~ ~ I I U C ~ I  ah 
b e f ~ r e . ~  

FirstKeveiiue 111 llie ~ i l ~ i t l l t i l ~ l ~  Mr. Scolt \\!;is busy ill 111aki11g it ljreli111il);iry 

settlenlent. I ~ ' \ . ~ c I ~ I I L '  seltlenic'~il i l l  1,ower 4 1 1 1 .  I'artl~, 011 the basis of the 
settle nlet~ts nlilcle ncarly eighty ~lciirs befo1.c i111cl piirlly 011 tllr basis 
of the best avtlilable local i11fur111a tion, 3 l r .  Scott 11l;lcle u pr;lin~inary 
and rough surrey of the dialricls of 1(8111rirp, Dauit~ig.  N i t~~du iu  alld 
tile tracts occupied by the vassal kings of Din15ru5, Plll1bitri5, 
Belt015 ;uld H5r)i. The old n~id  peculiar revenue systc~il* of the 

Ahoms was little disturbed. The settlerllellt rilitdc for the. firkt year 

was siniply fired a t  double the nlnount nssesscd previously and the 
]louse tax first imposecl by Raja Chaoclra Kiiita was coiitiniled by 
Mr. Scott. The  people of thc higher order who had been previously 
exanpted oltog2tlirr fro111 this new taxation 011 i~ccoullt of their 

9 .  S. P .  1825, April 5, Nos. 24 and 46. 
" All the free p~pulaltiofi was divided illlo Khels or Claris, numbering from 

1000 t o  5000 able-bodied men in each. The  Kliels were iortha. suWivided into 
ghots of three or four p i k s  each and one paik of each ghat was bound 10 render 
personal service to the Raja or to any of ice^. of tlie state to whom lie1 mi&t 
be migied. Fcrf the services rendered to the  state, each puik was allowtd 4 pooras 
of rice land free of rent. Tlie paik also received n p i e ~ e  of land for a garden 
and homestead, free of i~sessmerit. B u t  for all these holtlings, he had to pay one 
n u w  annually either as house tax or poU tau .  All Gcvernment (Pfficem were paid 
in Paiks i .e .  by the ussiqment of Paiks numbers varying according Lo the rank , 
of the officers. Thu non-cultivating classes paid a higher ra te  of poll-tax. Tlie 
wild tribefi paid a hoe-tax on their cotton cultivation. I11 times of peace when 
there was nx, heavy demarqd on the labour of tlie ~ a i k s ,  the gliots only supplied 
cne labourer to  do work for the  sttlte and lit? was relieved c!very three or Four 
months, the other remainialg a t  home to cultivate his shera ofi lands. In an 
emergeky dl the members of the phots were liable io  be cdled up0111 when the 
Land was left to the  care of the women and childrch. Tliosd who lived in the 
immediate vicinity o f  the  rivers had to  furnisli gold dusts to the state from the 
river waltdrs. AJl the cash money required for the stlvices of the, state was 
collected by customs duties. The peasantry in Assam lived in ease h a u s e  peal 
or assessmelrit was made a t  long intervals and during this intervening period' the heads 

of family o r i g i ~ l l ~  polled a s  one had increased ten-fold. Mackelizie says "In Assam 
tlot only the soil but the  dwellers t h e r h n  were &at& ag being the p r o p r i y  ol 

the sttlte." B u t  the cultisators of Assam were not like the serfs of Englad ' 
during thd middle ages "bound to the l a d . '  (gleb& asc~;pfi) . 
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quality of casks  were )low cnllcd upon to 1)it.v tllc tax to cqllalisc 
the burden of taxation. The collections fl-om the Bruh nzottar and 
Devottar lands were also rhade, such posse~sioai lia\.ing I,c.en first 
assessed by the Burha Gohain at  tlie time of the Brjrmese jn\rasion.Io 
The Brahmins of &irnrilp made a fol.mill protest agaillrt t)lc re- 
in~position of the tax on the D c ~ ~ t t u r  nnd B~.akmottar lands. Rut 
their petition was turned down on the plea that the assessment klas 
a light one."" Owing to the acute distress prevailing among~t  the 
poorer lclasses of the people no rents ho\\rever wcre collected from 
itny portion smaller than two poorahs (cqrralling ncally se\-en 
Bengalee Bighas). 

The first I year's assc.ssmcnt ( 1  S44-45) fetched a rc-crenrle 
of nearly one lac and 'scvcnt~4ive t hou+nntl rupees c~scludi~~g 
customs duties which brought anothcr sum of twenty thousand 
sicca rupees to  the exchequer. The lower parts of Assam were 
fertile and agriculture \vas in improved condition. A great portion 
of land wals devoted to the plantation of trees for ]searing Muga silk f 
worms and lac insects. Accordingly Mr. Scott informed the Calcutta 
Council that if the tract in question were retained by the British 
Government, its eventual revenu; income ~vould reach five or six 
lacs of ixpees. ITe therefore solicited the permiscion of the Govern- 
ment to  appoint Mr. Mathew, as surveyor to make n detailed and 
more accurate survey of the ~vhole tract."" The Calcutta authorities 
were pleased with the initial survey of Mr. Scott and' directed him 
to make a similar survey of the eastern part of Assam ~vhich had 
come under ihcir occupation hy this time (January. 1895) .I2 

Steps were being taken a t  the same time to make the podion 
of their newly founded authority serare in the Brahm~plitra Valley. 
The War with the Bu~mcse was not yet finally concluded and militaqr 

10 S.  P.  1895. Aprn -5, N o .  97.  

11 P.  C .  1895. Scptemhel- 9. N o .  99-94. 
* The lightness of the tawtion may I>(. pujirrl frcm the f r ~ c l  that rl~tclrr 

the new errangemmt. R landlord of Kamrup llnd to pay :r nnminnl sllrtl of 
Rs. 5000/- for the holding of 45.000 hipllas of Drahmotlar. lauds. 

f Mr~ga S i lk -4  vnriety of Indian Silk. 
** Statement of the Imld revque of lower -4asam sirice it: orcnp~tion hp 

thd British Government in RIarch 1894. 

In the Bengal year 1991 or 1894/f5 Rs. 171.894/- (exclrlsive nf c ~ ~ c t o m s  duties) . 
In the Bengal year 1939 or 189'5/?6 Rs. 917.683/- (rs,*l~ sivc of rllstonls dutirs) . 
In the Behgnl year 1993 or 18?6/97 Rs. 300,383/- (eqclusive of customs duties) . 

' (S.P.  1846, hTnm11 7. No. 4 ) .  

12 S. P. 1835, April 5, No, 37. 



20 The Annexation of Assam 

necessity compelled Col. Richards t o  remove Sllam Phukan and other 
Burmese prisonem of war who capitulated a t  Riingpur (Assam) to 
Singmiiri in Rangpur in the Bengal P r c ~ i d ~ n c y .  Sincc their S U W ~ I I & ~  

in January, 1825, they had been bchnving splCndiclly and Mr. Scott 
proposed t o  settle them as cultivators in the  lower parts of Assam. 
His ultimate object was tol incorporate tlicnl in [he local militia to 
be employkd against the  periodical intursions of tlie Giiros and 
Diphlcis, in case of necessity. E\rc.ntually they were settled as 
pcaceful cultivators in Singmiiri under thc sr~pcriritendence of 
Lt. Macon and a sum of Iwpee? fifteen thousand was advanced 
to  them. 

The  pressing want of; regular and e x p r t  marines was felt 
dusing the  rainy season of 1824 when a most insignificant Burmesc! 
force, from! their ability to  niove quickly, held in check a superior 
number of British forces in the Brahmapr~tra Vnllcy.13 T h e  hopes of 
Mr. 4cott were not unrealised and we find from subsequent accounts 
tha t  these Burmese prisoners furnishcd a contingent of 400 marines 
and were also regularly cmployed as musketeers against the  incur- 
sions of the Gsros, K h ~ s i s  and Bhutiiis in L o w ~ r  Assam in the 
years 1830-1831 .I4 

Sim~rltaneously with the removal of the B u r m e ~ e  prisoners, 
another step was taken as warranted by the exigencies of the  time. 
As great inconveniences were being experienced Iny the  local autho- 
rities from the  r e ~ i h n c c  in thc Rangpur qilnrtcr of the  ex-Raja 
Chandra Kgnta and the  ex-Raja Jogechwar Singh (the nominee of 
the Burmese), these two cx-Rajas were removecl t o  distant places 
away from the scene of their formcr activities. N o  definite charges 

1885. were laid against them; p ~ r h a p s  they were suspected of intriguing 
with the Burmese and Chandra K5nta was reported t o  have been a 
notorious intriguer. Chandra Kiinta was removed t o  far  off Goal- 
para and Joge~hwar  Singh, who nras less of an intriguer, was rcmoved 
t o  hi7 blaother-in-law's cstate ncnr Ga11hati.l.' Chantl1.3 K?nta  mas 
given a pension of Rs. 400/- a month norording to  his own demand 
and Rain, rTogeshvvar Singh the sum of Rs. loo/- per month, from the 
date  of the  capitnlntion of the  fort of Rangp~!l- (1st Fch.  1885). 
For the  maintenance of t h ~  family of the  I a t t ~ r r  a farm containing 
660 bighns of land with cattle and p i i k ~  nttzrhcd wn5 assigns~d in 
Uppcr Assam and a ,similar p1,ovision I V R ~  also madc for the  former 

\ 

1". P. 184.5, M:ry 00, Nos. 15, 18 anrl 19. 
- 

S. P 1895, Oclob~r 14. Nos. 17-18. 

14 P. P. 1831, March IQ, Nos. 36-1111. 

15 Ibid. 





29 l'he Annexation of A asnna 

At this period L t .  Col. Richards relillquished the post of Jurlior 
Commissioner and Lt .  Col. Cooper was :~ppointt.d to offilc~iwte in his 
place. It was resolved by the siiprenlc Government to  abolish the 
5ystem of Joint Comnlissio~lers and Mr.  Scott was ~ s k c t l  to  1,a ready 
to  conduct the  civil adrninistl-;ition of the  country as sole 
Comnlissioner aftcr IAt. Col. Cooper had ho:m rclie\.cd of his duties.ln 
Thus wc find that  from the very beginning thc civil administration 
of the country was neglected. 

Side by side with the  development and execution of the plan 
for the  internal administration of the country. military operations 
were beiug conducted t o  make the easternmost part  of A s a m  secure 
from th? inroads of the Singphos, a n~dq border tribe oclc~rpying the 
passage from Assam t o  Burma through which the  Burmese had made 
their last incursions. The  Singphos reaped a full advantagel of the 
anarchical s tate of the country and committed outI~nges attcndetl \~,ith 
the most revolting cruelties. They carried away a large number of 
the  A~samese  as slaves and practically laid waste the land lying to 
the  cast of Rangpur.'" T o  make things worse Boglea Phukan and 
his follow el.^, who were allowed to  leave the Rangpur fort unmolested, 
roamed in the vicinity of Sadiya and continued their  depredation^.^^ 

March, 1825. Towards the second week of March. 1825 the  Singphos 

numbering about 7500 and armed with 650 mlislcets attalcked the 
coun t r i e~  of the Bar SenBpati, the hfo?rn~r& Chief and of the Sadly5 
~Khawd Gohain, the K h , ~ m t i  C h i e f . * B o g l e e  Phuknn was refused 
passage by the Singphos across their territoriek and was asked to 
assist them in plundering the  Mol~m?rids.  T t  t m s  a formidable raid 
and in despair both the  chiefs appealed to  the British Government 
for immediate help. 

The Singpho menace nour engaged thc seiious attention of the 
Calcutta Council and most active and efficient mcasllrcs were 
adopted. Forces were despatched immediately undcr the command 
of Lt. Nellfville t o  the assistance of the Bar Sen5pati. L t .  Nenfville 
wac given. po\vers to conduct ncgot ia t ions with the  wild trihcs and 
Chief of Eastern Assam and he was also ins t r i~ctxl  to  hring nhaut 
the ~uhjection of the Singpho Chicfs hy nielsllr;'c pai't1v ~onciliatorl 
find partlv coercive. Every inducement ~ v a s  offei.ed them to  settlc 

-- 
in thc plains b e ] ~ ~ . ~ ~  

10 S, P. IR4Fi. D e c ~ m h ~ r  16. Nos. 24-27. 
2". P. 1825. May 20, No. 94. 
21 S. P. 1825. May 20. Nc. 33, 

- ,  ,, 
22 5. P. lRP5. April 15. No. 19, 

, . S. P. 1825, May 40, No. 28. 



a Explsiwtt uf the Bu~rneae 43 
At this stage, a c o ~ ~ t r o v e r ~ ~  arose bt.t\\'etbll the two 

Coi~lll~isriollcrs rclgardllrg the l r ludu~ oyelunui to be clllployed against 
tllc Siagpllo*~. Mr. Slrotl wras in favour esti iblisl~i~i~ a s t ~ u ~ l g  
ilclval~ce poht a t  Uurl~al  about four days ~uarclr t l s o ~ r l  1ta11~pur iilld 
of p ~ s l r i ~ ~ g  111e ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 . ~ t i o 1 1 s  far illlo tlre ellelliy coulltlby. Col. Hicllards, 
Ju11io10 C o ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ i s s i o ~ l c r  Lut Oifit-cr Conl~~la~lding ill Assam, was ,lot in 
favour of c5lablislri11~ so advallced a post because in his opilliOll, ill 
the cvelil on a large force c~~ te r ing  the c o u ~ ~ t q . ,  it would not It: 
possible to l~ursue offensive nleasures, diff~cultks of transport proving 
thc 111ost forlllidable obslacle. He feared that the entire forcer 
staliollecl a t  that far off place would Le cut down aud practically 
forbade Lt .  Neufville fro111 e~lteri l~g tlre Singp1io territories under 
ally circu~nstanlc'es. The Calcutta Council, to whoril the nlattcr was 
referred, held that the pacification of the S i ~ ~ g l ~ h o  tribes should be 
accomplished as early as possible. Lt .  Col. Richard's forces were 
heavily reinforced and a very prompt and clt~isive resistance was 
organised against ally offensive to be launched by the Burme~e.~ '  

In  the nieantipe Lt .  Neufville had marched into the very heart 
of the Singpho territory. The  maii:li of Lt.  Neufville had its desired 
effect and' overtures of an amicable nature were made by the Singpho 
Chiefs.'j But  the appearance of a B u ~ ~ n e s e  force at  this juncture 
stopped further negotiations slid the Sulgphos I)eg:ln to waver. 
Military operations were renewed and a series of gallant raids care- 
fully planned was conducted into the very heart of the, Singpho 
countries. In  the course of operations which lasted for more than six 
months, Lt.  Neufville effected the liberation of a large number of 

Assamese ~ l aves . ' ~  The work of "mopping up" continued and a t  
last towards tile end of August 1825, the Chiefs or Gaum,.. of Bisa, 
Kassan, Mullarkoo, Peesi, Set. Neeche and Naggo finding resistance 110 
longer effective, surrendered all their arms, animonition and 
Assamese slaves thus paving the way for a general settlement and 
pacification of the d i~ t r i c t .~ '  

The victory of the British arms on the I r r a w a d d ~  secured in 

the meantime, greatly influenced the final submission of the ~ i n ~ h o s  
and the Burmese acknowledging defeat retreated. I n  all, 6000 slaves 

were liberated." Under instructions from Captaill Neuflrille, the 
auxiliaries under the command of the Bar S e ~ ~ a t i  and Sndi~B 
Khawg Gohain also liberated a large number of Asssmece slaves for 

24 S. P. 1925. May 27. Nos. 69-M, 
25 S .  C.  1825, May 20. No. 81, 

. 26 S.  C .  lS25, Sept. 99 Nos. 9-19. 
97 S. C. 1995, Sept. 30. No. 14. 
28 S. C.  184G..July 14( No. 9 



which they were awarclecl u su~l l  of rtipees four thot~stlnd. Ot' tile 
slaves liberated, 300 were incorporiited in thc regular fighting fortes 
under Captain Neufvillt* ut his cAsl)rctss, desire." A huge quantity 
of rice was found in the cilcrny slo1.e~ anti t l ~ c  lil)cl.;itcd sliives 
were allowed to titkc ilwliy :IS iriu(.11 ns t11c.y co111cl i111d thus the  
British officers were relievecf of the ii~rxiety of feetlirlg t11e SIHVCS who 
had nothing to fall back I I ~ O I I  tluring tlic' f{rst fc'\v n~oir t l~s  of their 
emancipation. Towards thc encl of Decciubcl. of tlre s:me year, a 
small party of the R11'1.rnse ngiiin itppcuretl on the scelre. The 
Rangpur Light 1nf:intry \frerc n~ovetl under ~ h c *  c 011111li!trd of RIirjor 
Macleod. The enemy was clislodgvd n11tl tlle BulSlnc~sc Ae(l to\f~iirds 
the Hlikawrlg cou~ltry:~" A tleti~clrincnt of 80 111('11 \.\':is s t~t ioned 
a t  Daffii about twclvl: iniles \vest of BiG to inspirt. the pcoplg with 
confidence und ~rx fec t  t ~ i l i t  I 1,cgan to reign in the 

hfeanwhile operations arere renewed in the Surma V;1.11ey under 
Colonel Innes ancl a sr.ries of battles hacl to be fought in two of 
which the British sustained signal repulses before the Burmese were 
finally drive11 from the C'achar region.:{-' The &lnnipur Prince 
Cllambhir Singh who had helped to raise a contillgunt know11 as the 
"Manipoori Levy" paid 2nd officered by the British was mainly 
instrumental in driving out the Burmese from the Valley of Manipur. 
Gambhir Singh pursued them further and descending into the Mubo 
Valley which origi~~ally b:longcd to Manipur and later on r' became 
a bone of contention betwecn Manipur i~ntl Avn, drove them finally 
across the Nighthi River. I n  their homelands also where the main 
operation w s  carried on, the Burmese were suffering severe 
reverses and when the British advanced as far :? Yandabo with a 
view to marching on AvB, overtures \T!:re made and a t  last1 peace 
was concluded on the 24th Febru9ry 1826. 

'The King of Avs gav'e up his claims on the provinces of Assam, 
Manipur, Cachar and Jaintiii. and ced.ed the provinces of Arakan 
and Tenasserim to the East India Company and agreed to  pay one 
crore of rupees by way of indemnity. In this manner Assam for- 
mally passed into the hands of the British. 

The Kingdom of Svargadeva once the abode of gl*een orchards 

8 ' 20 S. P. 1885, Sept. 4, Nos. '24-94. 
30 S. C. 1826, Jany. 47, Nos. 36-38. 

31 S. C. 1826, March 17, No. 17. 

82 P .  c .  1830, July 901, No. 57. . . 



and tue~uillg luillio~~s uow Lleeclilrg ~ I I J  dc~as l i i t~c l  lay prostrate 
before thc British." 

The coildition of As>aul 011 tlic eve of t l ~ e  Britis11 occuptltiou 
was very dislnul il~clced as t l ~ e  whole c o u ~ ~ t r y  llud be11 laid waste. 
The province presented u scel~c of utlcr desolation. Tht: iuhabl- 
tants of Assanr were harassed alld oppresacci by the loug civil a ~ l d  
internal wars that bad followcd the accession of Raja Gouriniith 
(1780). ~alklille alld yestilc~ice earl-iecl off thoueal~ds that  had 
escilpal sword tllld captivity. 'l'htm cumc the Hurnrc.~.e conquest 
a r ~ d  nlisrule. It was a period of H ~ I I ~ ~ I I  crueltj  lid savagery un- 
precedeuted ill the arlrlals of Assa~n. Virgins were deflowered before 
their p a r e ~ ~ t s  a i d  wivels niolested before their l~usba~lcls." 111 the year 
1883 alone, they exacted tl revenue of 4,67.YSO rupees ; ib against the 
sun1 of Hs. 1,90,9,53 i'orn1erly assessed by the Aholl~ C O V ~ ~ I I U I ~ I I ~ . " ~  
I \  1 he Burmese even ill their letreat co~iillli ttcd the ~ i ~ o s t  atrocious 
barbaritiles and curried oft' illto slavery, according to ;i norniul 
return presented by MI.. Scott, 30,000 Assanlese.j2 All lnexl of rank, 
the heads of the great Ahom families arid priestly classes retir2d to 
the district of Goalpara urider the British occupation having, with 
few exceptions, lost the whole of their property. '\Vith the ~iobility 
and galtry re t i~zd a vast body of the lower clasc's. 

Similar evidence regarding the condition of the country 111lder 

the Burmese was recorded by Anandarsm Daklical Phukli~i who saw 
the British administration planted; in Assam during his life time. 
He wrote that  even for several years after annexation, the province 
groaned als a rdsult ofi the oppression and tyranny of the Burmese 
whose barbarous and inhuman policy depopulated the country and 
destroyed more than, half the population  which^ had alreiidy 
been thinned by intestine conflicts and repeated (civil wars and "the 
people of Assam hailed the day with joy on which British supremacy 
was proclaimed in the pro~ince".~" 

- The only redeeming feature of this gericral holocau~t was that  

the Burmese had some regards for the religious observances of the 

* The population of Assam at the time oP Fhjed~war Siugh was nearly 
44 lacs; on the eve of the Britisl~ ocrupatio~~ it had dwi~idled dowll to G! lacs. 

(Pemhton's report). P.  73. 

" "ASSAM TUNGKHUNGIA BURANJI" editcd hy Dr. S. K. Bl~uyrul. 
p. 965. 

34 S. C. 7, July, 1896, No. 94. 

" From Jenkin's Report to Mill No. 275 of 1859 
30 From "Observations oq the Ad~ninivlri~tio~l of "As~um" by A .  R. D d L d  

Vide Mill's Report). 
4 



-UI~III Kings ;111d ~egularly paid c o ~ ~ t r i b u l i o ~ ~ s ,  though a t  ~ i ln i l l i sh t t~  
rate, towurds thch perfornlnlree of the I'ujii at. the great tclllpllt d 
l < a ~ ~ ~ i ~ k h y ~ .  But t l~ i s  was ~ ~ o l h i ~ r g  whcn tllro\rl:~ ilgai~ls t the wcigflt 
of tlleir n~isdceds i111d act,. of cr i~c~l l ie~.  I t  nlay 11ot be out of place 
to n~elltioll lrvrc lhut tlic h a t  lntlii~ Compal~y also steppeti into the 
positiou of 111e Allon1 King ;IS thc Se1)iit 01 the Kii~~~aklryw ten~ple 
when t l ~ e y  tool< ovcr iuid it is illterest~ng to l ~ o t e  that : to cover the 
exparses of the Puj5 \vl~ic.h wchre not fully mcl hy sl~lall grallts tlley 
~llacle fro111 time to tinw, thc represelltali\.cd of the East 111diu 
Company cnipowerccl the priests to impose taxes upo~i the pilgrims 
offeril~g pujss a t  l l ~ e  t e ~ n p l e . * ~ ~  

The people of this unhappy Valley suffered not o111y froill the 
agony of civil wars and from the inisrule of the Burmc~sle, they were 
~ l s o  greatly Ilarassccl. specially the people living on thy border land 
; ~ n d  duars, by the occasional inroads of the ferocious hill tribes 
occupying thc surrounding hills. With the decline of the powcr of 
the Svargadeva, (hey began to make periodical clescents into the low 
lands and carried off hullla11 Lwings to be offel.ed for sale as slaves 
or to be sacrificed before their deilies. l'hc people Jiving! in the 
duars thus lived in a stat: of constant danger and these marnudirlg 
practices conlint{ed even up to the early period of the British settle- 
ments. Over the duars verging on the northern skirts of the 
Valley the hill tribes even shared sovereignty with the later Svarga- 
devas-a vPry unusual right conceded to then1 by the later Xhom 
sovereigns. 

The economic condition was no better. Conlmerce and illdustry 
well? in a depressed state nnd showed no signs of recovery owing; to 
the scanty circulation of' money and want of means of cornrnunica- 
t i~n .~"  great part of the country was little better than a wilder- 
ness and half of the population lived in a state of slavery owing to 
the peculiar fiscal system obtaining in the country. But owing to 
the existence in the country of institutions highly favourable to the 
inTerests of the lower orders of the people who were in all respects 
considered as the propri'etors of the soil under thi. indigenous 
Government, the cruelties and grievou~s oppression of the Burmese 

* At the time of the occupation of Assam by the English the temple was 
under the superintendence of a Bengalee BI-ahmin named Kalli Charan Bhattacharjee 
in; wllose family it was usually veslddl under the Ahom Government- 

(From Scott's letter dated the 19th September 1827, addressed to Secret 
and Political department) . 

" P.  P.  1830, May 7, Nos. 51-53. 



Exputsion of the Burmese 

produccd much less effc4c.t upon the enera1 prosperity of the 
inhabitants than could well have been anticipated."') Even a t  the 
worst period (1824-95) the revenue from the country1 below E l~ i ibBr  
did not fall short of 2 lacs of rupr*es.'" This but shows that their 
physical suffering was de2pt.r than thcir wononlic exploitation. 

Such was the country that came under the possession of the 
East India Company after the treaty of Yandaho and here, truly 
speaking, for the f i r ~ t  time in thcir long annuls of  victory and con- 
quest in the vast sub-continent of India the B~*iti,<h serrncrl to stc.1) 
in as saviours rather than i l a  conquerors. Rut Ascam I V ~ S  R liability 
rather than an ~ ~ r s ~ t - t h c  British Government had takcn over 
country with a meagre income. a scanty pop~~lation and s trouble- 
some frontier h y o n d  which dwclt a predatory neighhour. 

80 S.  P.  1884, May 98, No. 19, 
40 S. P. 1895. April 5 .  No. 47. 



C H A P T E R  lI. I 

1890. 
Now the problem arosn how this prccnriouq heritage w a ~  to be 

disposed of ? 
Practical ly s p a k i n g  ever since the occupation of the Brahma- 

putra Valtey by the Burmese. the  fate of A s ~ a m  had'been engaging 
the serious attention of the  Calcutta Council. With Assam and 
M ~ n i p u r  as  their spring-board,, the  Burmese \flcrc found casting their 
covetous eyes ,711 a ro~lnd and committing acts of aggression on the 
British f r o n t i e ~  which might have led to  war a t  any moment had not 
the other sidc been, restrained by the spirit of moderation. We have 
seen thnt the  Calcutta Council, though engaged in settlinq the 
Shghpuri incidcnt by peaceful means, ncvcrtheless tholight of chcck- 
mating the  design.. of Burma in other mays. The people of Assam. 
i t  was reported to them, were in a state of smothered rebellion and 
the council thought that a promise of the restoration of the  native 
Government n?oukl help them in eventually dislodging the R~~rmese  

Oct. 1829. 
from the  commanding position they had occ~lpicd in Aseam and they 
called upon Mr .  Fcott. Civil Commissioner of Rangpur, as  early as 
1823, t o  express his sentiments on the  point a t  issue.l 

Accordingly Mr.  Scott informed the  Cnlcutt,n Council tha t  the 
interests of the British Government mould not a t  all hc advanced by 
any prematnre declaration in f a v o ~ ~ r  of either of the candidates 
contending for the throne. This measure, he feared, wotlld onlv have 
the  effect of writing off one of the factions. HI. f i~r thcr  submitted 
that in the event of the Company's right of interference in resncct 
of Assam b-.ing recognised as n reslilt of thc  negotiations pending. 
the Companv choilld form a n  allhnce with thc person havinq the 
hest pretensions to the throne and sh~ir ld  s i ~ ~ p ! v  him with a s l ~ h ~ i -  
diary1 force. Mr .  !+ott 2 1 ~ 0  in~istcd on thc rigid nhqcl*vnncc of lhe 
comme~vrial treaty thnt was concl~~dcd with thc  lnt e Rnin ~ o i ~ r i n s t h  
in the year 1793 durinn thc time of raptair, Welsh and whir11 had 
nevcr hccn ratificd by  tH? rcnntracting par tie^.^ 'The people of Ascvm 

dependccl mainly if not exrlr~sivclv on l h ~  R ~ n g a l  Salt,  impo~ted 

1 S .  P.  1843, Ortoher 31. No .  11.5. 
2 S.  P.  1W3, Nnvcmher 14. No. 16. 
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through the f indf i r  i hnuki" (Customs H O U ~ V ) .  ~ u t  owing to he 
high customs barrier erected by the Aholn Goven~ment, there was a 
diminishing demand for the Bengal salt to the great loss the 

European merchants of Bengal. Hence Mr. Scott rightly insisted 
on the ratification arid observance of the treaty of 1793. 

Mr. Scott further opined that if the Company desired the re- 
cntablishment of the native rule in Assam on the b ~ w s  of a tributary 
alliance, in the event of thc Country passing to them by virtue of 
conquest, the right of interference in the internal administration of 

tlia country should be insisted on from thc very beginning. And to  
guard against the evils of icollrt intrigues. he suggested that  the 
nomination of the Bwha Gbhain, the Prime Minister and dc facto 

rlller of Assam, and his removal from office through the Raja should 
rest with the British Government for a period of fifteen years. The 
rapacity, imbecility and the barbarous cruelty practised by the latcr 
soveseigns of Assam resulting in the inflication of untold miseries on 
the common people of the realm induced Mr. Scott to adopt. such a 
precaution and the dictates of j~~sticcn and humanity also demanded 
it.3 Mr. Scott finally slrggested that  17 the company would desire to  
retain As~am,  only thc couthcrn hank of the Rrahmsputra as f ~ r  ac 
Riihii chauki on the confinecl of Ca,rhar should be hcld by 

I The Calcutta Co~~nc i l  could not arrive at a final conclusion 
  me gar ding tho llltimate disposal of Assam in the event of its corning 
to their possession because their knowledge regarding the state of 
.Assam was imperf~ct a t  that  time. They however conc~~rrcd 
their Agent on the spot in the opinion that it would not he prudent 
to concludq any final arrangement with the princes of the coi~ntry 
who were much divided amongst themselves and whose return to 
power was obnoxio~is t o  a vast majority of the people. 

Rut when hostilities actually broke out in 1824. they called upon 
the inhabitants of Assam to rise in their ~ ~ r ~ p p o r t  and declared rather 
premat~l~ely that  "Although hy our expl~lsion of the l311rmcse fmm 
the tc~rritorv of Assam the conntrv \r7011ld nf right become ours hg 
conqrlrst. the  overn nor-Gmcral-in-Cni~nril docs not contcm~la t r the 
llwmnnent annexation of anv pnrt of it to the Rritich dominion" and 
fllrtRcr hcld that cven thc southern hank of thc Rrahmapr~tra a s  far 
as-R:?hl5 ChRllki nrhich they mipht he compcllcd to hold for snmc 

t.lmc. ~Irnllld hr rct;linta tcmporari!!.. pcndinz thc armn@mcntd 

* A Salt Chnnki on thc Rrnhrn~pntrn oppcitc !;nslpnr~. 

3 S .  P. 189%. Noremher IS. No. 16, 
I 
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be with the tributary R a j  proposed to  bc cstablishccl in A>blllll.; 
From this orie can find how the Authorities a t  Calcuttn from the vprv . 
beginning were clecidcdly in favour of c~slublishirig ;t ni~tivc t l p e k t l  

in Assani aftcr the expulsion of the  Burmese. But  till the  Burmes: 
had becri driven out  and Assam col lq~~ered this was simply ,speculil. 
tion on their part.  I 

But l)y 18% the Rurmc~sca had been tlri\,cn o ~ ~ t  and Assam had 
bmn conqrlercd. T h e  Calc i~t ta  Cor~ncil was now fiiccd with realitie5 
regarding the final disposi~l of Assam ancl Mr .  Scott wa!: callc(1 r~poll 
again to  tender his vienrs on this in~port;lnt political issue. 

July. 1846. Mr.  Scott declaretl in t k  course of :I lc'ngthy mclnorandum 
(1 )  Disposal in favoulr OF the establishment of a native* dynasty in Assam l~nder 
of the thc protec-tion of the  British Government anti renlintlcd the  Calcutta 
Brahma- 
pr~tra Council of the solcnin promise they had, mnde on the  eVF of the 
\'alley. Anglo-B~~rmesc conflict. As it  was not a t  tha t  time the  intention 

of the British Government t o  retain possession' of any part  of' Assam, 
hc was of opinion tha t  the  ( rx torcd)  nativc prince might be 
required t o  pily an annual subsidy of U a c ;  of rupcl~s .  Bu t  fearing 
that  the above sumi might be insufficient for the  purposes of dlefencc, 
he submitted also an alternative plan and proposccl t h a t  i t  would 
be most advantageous t o  the  British Government a s  well as  to the 
reigning prin~cc if (a) T,onrcr Ascam as f a r  a s  Bishwan5th b c  retained 
by the  Company and (b) the  11ppcr portion of the  country (which 
scemcd t o  he unrernl~ncrati~re) excepting a ccrtnin portion of the 
t ract  i n h a h i t ~ d  by the  1Ch;'lnltis. R/Io:imiil=iiis and Singphos be  made 
over to  a native prince on the condition tha t  he nras t o  spend one 
half of the net rcvenrlc and engage one half of the  laboi~ring piiiks for 
the future defence of thc country under t h ~  advice of t h e  Paramoilnt 
power. Hc further recommended tha t  a tract of land near Sadiyi 
chould he a apportioned as  a ,7;Tqir for the maintenance of a body 
01- irrcglllar troops to  be  emploved as ailxiliaries on the  frontier. part 
of which ~vor~lld hc  fl~rnished by the  Bar  Senspati, Chief of the 
Md5miiri5s and part hj7 thc Sncliy5 TChan-fi Gohain. ruler of 
Khiimtis and thn t n Ei~ropcan officcr should he pa.manent1.v stationed 
ncar Sadi.5 with political a i~thor i tg  ovpr the ncighhoilrinr chiefs. 
Hc \\'as : ~ I s o  to  n ~ t  R S  the  incpcctinq officer of the native militia." 

The practical mind of M r .  Scott did not stop hcl-l,n. T o  gliad 
against thc ahllscs and corrupt,ions the native administration of Assam 
\ V ~ S  liahle to. M r .  Scott cuggested by way of r ~ m e d i e s  that  in the 
cvcnt of the cstnhlishment of a native prinw. the  powers formed~ 

V, P. 1824. February 40. No. 1.5. 

6 S. P .  1826. July 14,  No. 2. 
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exercised by the Gricnu Coulicil or "Piitr:~ )lulltrj"* ,.llould \,.ith 
c e r t h  llloclilicutio~ls rc\.i\.ecl nlid that tllc ,c.ollisioll ~ , ~ t \ ~ p ~ . ~ ~  that 
body a l ~ d  the Kirlg khoulci I)e i~revctlltctl I J ~  tllc er~urr~cl~.i ,  t iol l  of tire 
au,tl~ority of the l i i l ~ g  alld by the stipu1atic.11 that tile Itittcr 3!~uulll 
llot act without tllr co~currellc:. of at .least t\\.o nlc.mbc~r,. of die 
' t i  1 .  l i e  furtller suggebted that for tllllc. at  least, 
courlcil of ~l~iais tc l~s  slloulcl liot be ;~ppoil~ted or relnu\,ed without 
the sa11c.t io l~ of the British (;o\rcnime~~ t. Iic also p~~oposecl that the 

Cenkral Aesen~bly, alrciei~t institution of the Ah?;anlt.csc. c o ~ ~ t  ainlng 
the reprobentiitjves of the nobili~y a5 ~ r c . I l  a h  of th,: c.c.~~lnlonaIty 
which w a y  ill\lokecl from tilue to time i ~ .  tlie d ; r s  uf S\rar.g:~dc\va8. to 
settle quevtio~~s such as the iinpositior~ of u Ilew ti~s, hllould be 
r e v i ~ , - d . ~  

As regards the hele~.tioir of ;I \f70rtl~y ~'i111didiiI~' for i l l (& l ) l ' ~ l ~ o b d  
Rujship. Mr. Scott after making a comparative ulrcl clc~ti1i1t.d 3 t u t l ~  
of the claims of the iival caildiclutes such as Chnndra Kiirlta, l'trmn- 
dar Singh and a, host of others, eveiltually held illat Raja Chnndra 
Kiinta should be elevrtted to the throne to be succeeded by Purandnr 
Singh and his heirs. He had also another alterllative but admirable 
plan which suggested the free election of tho sovereign from all 
eligible princes of full age, including C'hand~,;i Kinta :-tnd Puriindra 
Singh, by an assembly s11eci:llly irr\yokcd and con~porxi of the 
nobility and the commonalty of Assam. ' Mr. Spot t also suggested 
the drawing up, of a constitution for Assam based on a limited 
monarchy by an assembly to be specially called for thc purpose." 
These were bold and original proposals indeed and his main pro- 
position was strictly in conformity with the catlier declaration of 
the Governor-General-in-Council. 

The Calcutta Council however was not satisfied with theaL IBe,. 

recommendations of their Agent and again called upon hinl to  subn~it 
his v i e w s . V l r .  Scott insisted ;IS before that Lo\)rer Assam sllotlld 
b3 retained by the British Governwent and pointed out that its 
retention would not be objected to by the inhabitants because the 
people of Lower &sam were accustomed to be ruled by stmngers a ~ l d  
had in fact never been amalgamated with the rest of the dominions 
of the Svargadevas, it being their latest srquisitioll ** The eastern 
division of Assam extending from Bish\vaniith to the Dihinp Rirer 

* Patra Mantri-the highest council of the realm consistinc of the Hur 
Gohain, the Burma toha in ,  the R'arpalrs Goll~in.  the Bwr Bnrua and the Bar PIiukal~. 

S .  P. 1846. July 14. N o .  9 .  
S. P.  1826, July 14.' I\To 9 .  

S :  P.  1847, October 26. 
**Lower Assum wns under the Mug11111 dominnlio~~ Tor 1111111.~ ~ C M S .  



011 olle side of tlle Urah~~laptltra :i~ld frow Sllccllil C'jluuki to tb, 
BuriL Dil~iug illld Ijurl~iitll 011 tllc oL11er bid(., Ire 1~rupo'c.d to assigs 
to u 11ativc: priuce on the lilies suggested above. 'l'llr cxpc.~~ us for 
the n~ulliigcrue~lt of this tlacl w v ~ c  biircbly eovt.r:cl by the fc\.eliurb 
rculiseci ; thc p,opulatiou was s c u ~ ~ l y  a ~ l d  this part of the cotullrj 
was iollabited by the dc.sce~~duills of t11~ follow crs of SuL-tphit, th, 

Mn,,cg, 18Pa, iouuder of tll': ~ho111 cly~rasly . 'l'lley, by t l ~ c  la \r s of A.ssa111, were 
uccustollled to liuld~ chicf offices of t11cb r~i111l1 i111d as such woulcl view 
wit11 clis~ontci~t the d i~ l~ iuut io l~  of their powers that would result 
from the illtroducliou of Uritish rule. U ~ I I  t l~ese co~lsiderut iolls 

u i~d also wit11 rr:gilrd to tile fact t l ~ a l  its retcl~tioll \voulcl uppear 
unfair to the ~leigl~bouring states ill the f i l ~ e  of the promise 
held out, Mr. Scott was clefii~itely ill favour of llu~lclillg ovcbr this part 
to a native inonarch.'0 

But there was n ~ u c l ~  difference betwee11 Assail1 not conquered 
and Assam conquered. Within the space of two years that intervened 
between the proclaniatioli of the above declaration and the final 
conquest and olccuyatioi~ of Assaiii, the attitude of the Calcutta 
Council had undergone ti co~nplete change and they distinctly told 
their Agent that  the Governinent did not collsider itself pledged by 
any engagement or declaration whatever to restore n native prince 
to  the throne of Assain.ll They accepted the first part of his 
recommendations and detefiniiiled to retain perlnane~itly the Govern- 
ment of Westela or Lower Assanl yielding a revenue of three lacs 
of rupees. The wishes of the influential clasgea of the inhabitants 
of Lower Assam and the absence of an! attachn~ent on theill part to 
the native princes induced the Governols-General-in-Council to annex 
Lower Assam permanently to the British possession. 

But with regard to the proposal of Mr.. Scott to assign the 
territory of Upper Assam to a native princa, they were not   re pared 
to yield an equally ready assent. The Governor-General-in-Council 
deemed it deslirable that the grounds for it sho111d be further discussed 
before any final conclusion could be taken. The result was that for 
the time being praotieally the whole of the Brahmaputm Valley 
(save and except the Easternmast tract comprising the territoiies 
of the Moiirngri'iis, the Khgmtis and the Singphos) was incorporated 
in the British dominions. 

In  justification of the temporary annexation of Upper Assam 
which they carried out against the recommendations of Mr. Scott, 

lo S .  P. 1898, Mmch 7, ,No. 4 .  . a 
I l1 S. P. 1898, March 7, No. 4 .  
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l/rch ~ 'dc l l t t i l  Council \\'rote to the Dil*cctors ;I[ honlr. that the 
rrvmqe of Upper A S ~ ~ ~ I I I  varied fronll one lac t o  two la(.s of Ivl>cAc, 
and that the Coni1jnny would gain f i l~a l lc ia l l~  eve11 l,roviding 
libcr~lly for the expcnscs of the civil adnlinistrotioll. As rCg;lrdS the- 
 p pa thy of hchrt~litaqr Ass~mcsc 1rob1t.s to the  forejgll rule, w wvi.w~y 
P O ~ I L ~ C C I  011t IJY h l r .  Stbutt, the  Calcut t ;~  (:oun'cil poillted out  that 
(hey ~~o111cl tr)' t o  overcorrir: it by the appointment of those dis- 
gri111tled J I O ~ I V S  to  rcsponsi1)le posts ill the  ju(iicitrl alld re\rellue 
tlq~artnlents. ,\\'c hhall see 1atc1- I l o \ \ ~  mistal<cll the!' \yelBcl ill thesc. 
c,iilcu lations. 

The C'i~lcut tit C o ~ ~ n c i l  fin;illy oI~s(*~*vc(l t hilt :I\ I I U I I ( ~  of t l~t '  
c,:~~ltlidntes hild oflerecl t o  1 1 1 t h  Coml)ii~ly ;my :~ssi~tfint-c. t l l l l i l l g  1 1 1 t h  

last c.ampaig~~, the British (;o\-c~nmt~lit  \v;~s 11ntlel- I I O  ol,iig;~tiun 10 

slll)l>ort their l~rc.tensionc;.'"s regartls the ~lllfa\,oural)le opiniot~ 
which othcr states niight cntc.~.t:~ill ~'cgarcliil~ t l l t*i~* tra~ls~ctioil?i in 
:is+:i~u ;IS ;tl)lxehentlctl I)g MI*. Scott, they light]). b r ~ ~ s h e d  aside such 
hc.1.up1c.s because they I h o ~ ~ g l i  t thc :~r~.angcnlcii t n(lopt ccl hy thcm 
j~lst and wise.l' 

But tholrqll t l~ r .  C ~ o \ ~ c r ~ ~ o r - ( ; c ~ ~ ( ~ ~ * : t l - i r ~ - C o ~ ~ i i i l  tlicl ilot ;it first 
accept the  pln11 of AII.. S;olt r e g a r d i ~ ~ g  the  tlispos;tl of Uppel. A ~ E ; I ~ I .  
h,~y ditl not finally closcb t hc- tloor to  i t  e\.c~lt u : ~ l  wt tlcnlent n. 

~)roposed by hini. So t l~cl~ .  ngi1i11 c:illctl lrpon him to sub~ni t  his 
ol)inions on the  point ." TI12 ql~cs t  ion \\,:Is not finally set tlerl for 
o not her seven years. 

To t hc Suprelnc Govc~rni~ieni.  thc  restorc~tion quest ion did 11ot 
nppe:ar to  hc a simplc. one nncl it bristled \ \ d l 1  IlulnerouF difficultlcs. 
So they asked Mr. Scott t o  reconsider thc question of tllc restor~t1011 
in the light of the  'difficulties pointcd out I)y them. The  Calcutta 
Cou~lcil feared that  the  nnti\re go\rcinnment, if rc~torcd ,  would. in all 
probability, entirely depend on the support of a foreign power owillg 
to its extreme poverty and want and \vould be driven to plunder alld 
oppress its subject t o  fill its ~vcr-exhaucltrd cxchequcr. Their secontl 
apprehel~sioi~ \vas t h : ~ t  there \r-ould he perpetual collision. and dis- 
p l ~ t c  bet\\recll the restored statc  and the frollticr tribcs s ~ u ~ o u n d i n g  
it. And this, they feared, would jeopardisc their interest in the 
frontier, thc tranquillity of which waw as  esscntinl t o  themselves RS 

to thc subjects living on the border. Their third objectiol~ was 
that there was n large number of claimants t o  the  throne nll with 
colourahle claims and it n~o111d he cstl.emcl~7 tliffir~llt to  select a prince 

' 2  Lelte1.s to Court (Secret) Sept . 3. 184s. 
I". P. 1838. Marc11 7. No. 4 .  
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\ \ J lo  would bc wortliy of thcl choicc~. 111~. (;u\~c.r~~or-C;rllc~iiI-i~~. 
council fillally ol)swvctl that if thc excrcisc. of >o rc . r e ig~~ l~ ,  i l k  Upper 
Asam \\.ere \.estecl ill the hallds 01 iI ~i%ti\le plbillci~. the posscssioll 
bl~ould be grauted to hi111 011 the footil~g of a Jc;lgila rtb~11l1abl~ 
pleasure aurl "subject to such degree of i11tel.fercuc.e with it.. interorrl 
n l ;~nagcnl~l~t ,  as \\re IUHY lit R I I ~  t i l n ~  j~rdge ~ ~ ~ i c e s w r y . " ' ~  

~uric.  1 ~ 2 ~ .  'l'hc Agwt ill r c l~ l~r  obscrvcd ils bbc.fo1.c tha1 il l  tl~ib fir.st place j( 

\vould 1101 1 x 3  profitt~l~le from the pccr~niary point of \,ic\\- t o  rt1tai11 
ihc possessiol~ of LTpper A4~thitnl. Tht. ch~rgc. of ;~( lu~i l~i~tr : l t ion of 
[Ippthr Al~rsii~il \vilb 110 t l o ~ ~ b t  lo\\ I)t l  t 311.. Scott co~itc~lcicd that it re. 
cluirecl to be il~cbrcased to I)r-ilig it lo ;1 stutc of eficiclicy. The high 
c.1iarg.e~ of ncli~~i~iistlr~tioli and t l ~ c  su~ns  that \voul(l bc ~-ec~uiretl t o  
~)ro\.icie for tlie l~ellsiol~ of the members of ruling irmilies. 311.. SCOI; 
ft.iircd, \\ror~ltl tw Ilnrtliy inet 1)). t h c b  pcoplc unaccustoiucd lo ii~olle,v 
pajmeu t . Mr. Scott fr~llj. agreed \\lit h the objection rnibctl 1j.v the  
Sul)renlc (;o\,cr11111~1l t ~-cgnl~liug thc s tnbilitg nncl strcl~gth of tllv 
rc'stor~'~1 111011i1r~'hy. I)11t the.;tx wppearctl to h i n ~  to Ilc r~nizvoidi~l~le. 

Acl rcga r ( i ~  the apllrehe~~sioi~ c~ntt-itrrinecl hy 1l1e Calcr~tta Cou~lcil 
Illiit t h ~ ~  \ \-o~ld I>? l)cq)ett~c\l l'(111tl~ h ~ l \ j . ( ~ t ~ i  t l ~ e  IW\V mon:~rcll ; t l ~ t l  

~ h c  111t1c. trihc\ h~~rrorlnclir~g hiill, 311.. S;otl (judging F p n ~  his past 
t.sperich~lc.t~~) dicl 11ot ; I I I ~  icipn t e inuch t ro~~blca on 111n 1 score. If the 
lines of bouliclar~- to\\.itl~ls thc clistl-ictc of the Sil~gl~hos. Bar Setlii1)ati 
;i11(i Silcliyii KIihi~\\.i Gohaill \I c.1.c. c.lcal'ly ilefinc3cl n~id demslv.:i ted, there 
\\.ollltl 110 trolrl-)lc. i\Ir. Scot1 thcrl cleylorecl the gro\ving tc~ldency 

tllc l1;3 r t  of tlic Ft~,l)rcn~c Go\-ernnient to rcversc the policy of 
giving respet~t nl.)lc ernl>lo~lnlcnt s to tllc nol,ilit>. as 1)roniisetl before 
itntZ fillally 1 t i  nuthoritieli that "Unaocr~stomcttl it, i h c  
Assamese h ; ~ ~ - c  hecn to the yaj'mcnt of tase,. tlie Io\ver o ~ d e r  ~vould 
probably lool< u l1o11 ii uy col~sitlcra l)le in~rei:~e to the rcver~ne as the  
grctttcst of nI1 evil- arid tlic mc.rnl)er- of the royal families, the nobility, 
llic l~uhlic: fl~nclioilaries aiicl the religious orders n~o l~ ld  view with 
dislike the introtluction of ollr autholityV.'G 

The weighty nrgrlm~nt and n.;~rning of Mr.. Scott lratl its efiid 
on the deliherations of the Governor-General-ill Co~lncil a r~d  the 
Sl~preinc Cvcl-~ir~~ell t  iigl-eecl l o  I)e 2uitl.ctd 1,). his jrldgn~cnt :?11(l 
iocnl lcno\vlcdg(~. R I I ~  ;I. thc frlrther postl~onc~~netll of itl-, tlccision 
was not likely to hc atte~ldetl with any miticl-it11 il~con~lcnienc-e. t h  
Calcuttii ('orincil cleferred the nlt~ ttelfi for the t i n~e  1,cing. The fact 
was that ;IS the q~~ii~'di:in of thc Eastern Frontier. thc S~~prernc 
G o ~ c ~ n i ~ i c n t  col~ltl not look n-i ~ I I  fil\ro~lr on :\]I :I ruaugcmcln t which 

1.5 S. P. 78W. Walrh 7. No. 8. 
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\\,uuld illtelyuae 811 ill g o \ r e r l ~ d  i ~ a t i \ ~ r  b t ~ t c  betr the 
btiiti011 of their 1'rolitic.r clc.l~c.l~n~cnt ~ t i ~ c l  l ) ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t l ~ .  the ]lead- 
yual'tel'r uf tllril' ful'cca ill Assalu. &) they illstructed illeir Agellt to 
t i  i I' ~ ~ ~ ' O l l l l t  uf' 111~. 1) i i  31 rcc.ei],ts iill(i cliul>urac*nlt.nt, of 

LJppcl- Asaiir11 sillcC it3 cul~qut.-t togc.tl1t.j' \f . i t l l  a11 c.btimilte of l l l c  
local yolice es tabl is l iu~e~~ts  proposed lo t ~ c *  slat iol l~d 011 the flVntier. 

.It t I l ~  .il111(. ti111r. tllrp ;~lro ad\.ix.cl hiill to ,ll[jlllit (IrtHilrrl aInmupt.. 
III( 11t t'ol- rc-i~hsttit i~~g tt i ~ a t i \ r ~  d>.~lit\ty ill L ' p l ~ e ~  A s b ~ ~ l l . l i  

I;'I.OIII tlte l t . 1 1 ~  of th(. H~)O\'C'  (lis115~i011, i t  *t2t*,~~c.cI tliat tllc 
1.c~storatio11 \ \ ' it4 withill zight nlitl orllj, i l  tlctwrlecl a~~r ic~rpc .me~~t  
that tlrtk Sul~rellic- (;o\ er1111lc-111 I i t  i i  fol-. lJllt f01' lrctlr]y 

~ h r c e  J'cill.3 llothillg f t l t ' t h ~ ~ '  nriib (101rc~ ; I I I ~  cA~.cAll 311.. Scott (lit1 llot 
subll~i t ttI1.l' tl(4fiilt.d wvr;~ngt~nielil~ fol. the. ~ . ~ \ t ~ r i t  lir,~, o f  the. 11~ti\"' 
tlyllil>t>' o\'('l' \\.Ili~*h ~ C J  \\'ah LO t'lltl~ll*iilhf it.. \\'it, 01hI) \\.]1c11 t l l ( ~  
cx-~~ol)ili ty of Assnln iolllicl all ~ 1 l i l 1 1 ~ t . ~  uf rc.*toi.:tt io~r gone that the) 
1.esortet1 to  st~l~\~tbr:i\*c. iic.tivitic5 ill  :I bl~il'it of f r t ~ + t r i ~ t i o l ~  :ant1 tAx- 
r~ spertr tion. II~rtl th :A rc.c.on~mc~id:! tion\ of 111.. Scott I)t .c*l l  c.iirr-ic (1 
o ~ l t  ill tlleil- crltirety at this bti~gc. the  t~l~llnl)l,> Yiillt.~ \YOI I I ( I  11;1\'(- 

Iwen spared the 11-oubles of relellioi~s. 
T ~ I R S  t l ~ c  n~itjor portion of the B I ~HI I I I I~ I~ I I  trn T'alley \\.as clis- 

posed of foi. t h t ~  tilne heiq!. T h e  B1-itihh G O V ( J I . I I I I I ~ ' I ~ ~  iilet wit11 1 1 0  

sucli tlifficulty i l l  tlealii~g nvith the l%o~nliirifih. Khfiiliti\ ail(] ) i i~ lp l~ l io~  
i~ihaI)iting t hc east ei?imoct parts of Assam. 

Thc Saciiyi h'hatvit Gollain i11ld the Bar. Sc11Ap~ti. the r e q ~ c t i \ ~ e  
rulel-.q of SiltliyIi and Irf8tak. :is we I ~ a v c  seal  earlier. Itbnt nlost cor- 
t l i i j l  hrlpl>ort ant1 material aitl to  the  Rritihli Go\~t . l~inleul  ill  the 3upp- 
~cssion of the Singphos. Tliq \wre tlle onl?. perwn\ of eo11sequenc.c. 
i l l  A s a m  who were of i111y I I S ~  ill i ~ ~ ; ~ i i i t a i i ~ i ~ ~ g  t ~ * i ~ l ~ q ~ ~ i I I i t y  011 i t< 
1,order.s illfcl~rted as t1ic.y \\:ere nritli \\.ild nilr l  wnrlikc- t r i lw~ .  n41.. Scott 
wished t o  ~ ~ t i l i s c  these tribes ils a scre;.Ii l)et\r.ecn the Rr~rmeG i~lltl 
the n c \ ~ l y  conquered tlominions of the Colnpn!,. 90 he pleaclcrl 
that the tel.l-itorie\ 09 Sndiyi Kh;l\vi Goliilin. Dill. Srn:pilti :*n(j the' 
SillnDllos PllOllld l>e ] , i l l ld~d orer  to  their on 11 r olitrol i ~ h  ;.I. nolnillill 

i r n ~ ~ e ~ a t i ~ n .  Hc. ;dso ~lrged upon the nl~thoritics 10  l,cstc)\\. 11lM)ll 
ih2..le chiefs collie nlarks of dist i i~ct ion. '~ Hi.; ~ ~ ~ g c t ~ s t i ( ~ n ~  \\-en' 

~cceptecl 11y the  Cnlcutt;~ authoritiec. 
We hnVc referred to the hIo:inl?riis inllnbitiny tilt. JLiitnk ~tl l , , , , , t  

rol l l l+v \,,ho fi~.,t cRllsed tl.onl,lcs drlrillg t l l ~  wig!, of Itn,i;l T.nkillali of the 

Their mllstilnt insllrrectio~ls nlid la\\vlcss 11nbits \r.rlSr lnailll?. 3intLL 
Countr! 

~ . ~ ~ : ~ , ~ ~ ~ i h l ~  for the llltimatr s~ankening of the \hwn  R ~ ~ ~ f i l t ~ .  Tho11411 

1. S. P.  1828. Jluie 9'7. No. 116. 
'8 S. P.  139.6. Jaly 14, NO. 9.  



))?iit~11 it8a;~i it11d :lgtlill, ~ 1 1 ~ ) '  ~ l l i ~ ~ ~ l ~ i l i l l ~ ~ ~  iI  !kt)l't of ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  lll)t,, ' 
tlic Inst days OF the ,;5honl rulcl. They wrerc 1111cd iit t he  time of the , 
Blllnlcsc i ~ i v i ~ s i o ~ i  bj, ;I chiL$ kno\vli :~.s the l l i ~ r  Sciiiipati \\rho ~lolni. 
~inlly ack~io\vleclgcd tI1c 511l)r~111tlcy of t h ~  S\ - i~rgt l ( I l~~s  i111il 
cinni~ul tribute' i l l  t l ~ c  bIiitl>c of ~1cl:Ili~nth' t ~ ~ s l i .  11luga silk c.tc..* l]it , 
donlaill 011 the' >outIl bill~k 01 ~ I I C  B I ' ~ I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ) I ~ ~ I ' ~ \  \\'ilh I ) O I I I ~ ( I C ' C I  011 thca 
.soutll by thc ri\.cbr Burs Ilihi~ig. or1 tlic \ircht u ~ i t l  rlortlr th, i 
Uri i l~ i l ia l ) l~ t r~  ; I I I ~  on t l i c h  c'ttsl b3' a line c~xtc~ridi~ig l'~~oiil the> r i ~ : ~  
l l ih i~lg  to i1 point ucitrly oy1x)sitc to thC 111or1 t 11 of ;I strcalnlct rianlell 
1<111l(li ATNl#(i. R ~ ~ i g i l g ~ l ' ; ?  \ir:\s its eiipital and it covcrctl ;In ales 
1800 y u a r c  1riilc5. The. inhitbi tail ts 96,000 stro~ig \vcrc rcmarkablv 
for s i ipc~ ior I)ravery.'" Thcy \yere rno1.e industrious thaji thcil 
ileighbourh, the  Khhnt i s  alicl thca Sinpplio~. 'I'lic brrl,jc~c.~s of Bill 
SenBpnti li\.ing ill districts adj i~ccnt  to ,4~jsi1ill, \\cimc. it is ~-cl)oi.tctl, 
taxed ill money yielding a rc\rcllrlc of Rs. 12,000 tlni~ii:illy. B i ~ t  fro111 
the subjects living 011 the bortlcrs ittljaccn t to  t hc Siiigplio tcbrritory 
hc Icvied no moiiey tax : thcj- paid in crwins, ql)ic2 alict eleptnnts' 
t ~ e t h .  The  Bar Scn5pati \\.as i1 crafty and \rigoro~rs oltl 111a11. 11~ 
\\.:Is ldain i11 his appar2l. sinll~lc in liis habits aiitl posscsscd grcnt 
ii~len ts  for busii~cu:~~."'! T t  is reported lie \v;th . ;on~c~\\~h:~t  l)rrlsq~rc i~: 
his manners." 

From a report su\)niitted 1)y RLr. Bruce nhiie hc \\!ah i l l  ellilrgc 
of gun boats statiolled ;lt Sadi!,n, we get n very interesting nccouiit 
; h u t .  thc character of this hill chief. H c  dcscribcd Bar Fc~l%l) n t '  I ;IS 
L <  olle a l \ t r i ~ r ~  tliss;~tisfictl and nlnrays ready to cii!clU into any secret 
plot."" But  this statement of BI-UCC \\~ith rcgard to  the  political 
chaivi~ctcr of the  Bar Scn5pnti nva\c~ not sliarccl I,g Captain \Vliitc h o  
111 onorr nccd hini " a -  decidedly faithful to  liis c~~lgtigcnl,nnts."~ l1c 
nlnnngcd to preserve hi5 couiit~-y horn tllc con\.ulsions of t h?  ci\*il 
~vnrs  a s  \i~cll a:, from the inroads of thc Burii~csc nii t l  0th .I* nciglil~nur- 
i ~ ~ g  predatory tribes." At the tinic of the Burmesc~ i i lvnsio~~.  I IC 
!~cll~ctl thc invi~diiig forcc with 1nl)our i11it1 1:i'ovi~i011~ 1)11t ilot \\.it11 

* "IL I V ~ I S  asscrtt-tl bJ ~ l ~ c  :\ssal~~t.s.;e :,I. 1t i t11g l~~r  ; , I I ~ I  , J i , ~ ~ ~ l ~ i ~ i  :lL t l ~ :  I ~ I I I ( >  (11  

Mr.  Wliite that tlic Rur1.a Sclin!)oti p:,ic\ :I tribule rjC Ns. 10.000 ~ I C ! .  :111:1111111. U~II 
the Bwra Se~lapati positi\.cly dc*l~iecl Illis 10  him ( r .  i t  . Alltl t11el.c \'.;I.' 

110 record cf such a sum or part of il bei l~g 1~i1id. " (1'. C . 18'29. .!ugr~st 1-1.8. No. 105) . 
l 0  P.  P ,  1832. Oclol~er 5,  N o .  114-A.  
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troops u11d nl t t i~~tt t i~led i L  buI'lklt.bc2 euvoy at Ili-, court.'-1 lijb &~~gdo,ll ,  
Iiilt'r 011. bccarne, without his kilowing, thc I1arl)our of t1lOw wl l~ ,  
were discontented with the British GovernlllVn t in Assan). 

Agreeably to the suggt~\tio~r of 311.. Scott. tlw B;tr Scu:il~:lti tr ; I -  

~~lilct-d iu Ihc s c i ~ l i - i ~ ~ c l ~ p e n c t i ~ ~ ~ t  1~0hh('9hbll of hiS C O L I I ~ ~ ~ ? , .  ujv it 
KuGuliyut (dcetl of i ~ g r c e ~ ~ l e ~ l t )  cscar.~r tccl o l ~  RI;I~ 13, 1 b-31. IIC ulltler- 
took to  filnlish u ~ l  a1nlc.d c o ~ ~ t i ~ l g c ~ l ~  of :JOO yotc,s* of ~ ) . i ~ l i ~  ; ~ n t l  t ~ ,  
supply provisions to any Uri t i~h c.sl)t.tlitioll pi155i11~ t I1r i~1~~11 Ilis 
tcrritorio.. His C ~ ~ I I I ~ I I ~ I  I ;illd j~~(licaitil I ) O \ V ( ~ I * ~  \ v e r ~  ;I],o r ~ t i ~ ~ c y l  : 

1 1 t h  \\'ah 0111)' to 5=11d rc.l)orts to t I ~ c  Agc:lt i l l  c.;isc. of 11lllr(je1.. ( I a c ~ j t ~ .  
i111(l grii\'C \\.0111ldh : IIC' \\.iih ~ : ~ l l c d  iliJoll 1 0  1)il) 11" ' . V \ ' ~ I ~ U ~ ' . ' " '  }{(  RH\ 

also hchld rc~spolu+il)l~~ for thc l)oll-t;~s of 15l-ltisll .llI)jt(.t> I 11lig1~;lti11~ 
illto hi.s tc.rrito~'ii~s; ; all(] to  c*ollt~c.t those t i ~ s c t ~ ,  1 1 r ( -  I';I+I I l l t I i ; ,  ( ' ~ I I I -  

)!rllljv statio11c.d i I l I  Offi~c.1~ ;it 1li.s ( > : ~ ] ~ i t f i l . ~ ~  
A rsinlilnr albrtingc.mcal \\ i t3  ~niitlc. \\ itlr t 1 1 k  I<]ll1ll(iy 01 111, ~ ; J ( ] J >  ;I . L r r n ~ l g c ~ n e ~ ~ ~  

region wllose tcn.itol.ic.5 c.stc.arlctl H I O I I L ~  t IIC I jiillk of  t Ilc. T11,'ll~it Pani "lth 

KIIAIII~I* river. Thc IChR~ntis Ilnct vncrgy ant1 n~ilit;ll-y skill +~~pc.l-lor It, t i ~ o ~ c  

possegsctl 1)y ally other il;iti\'c.s of thv B ~ i r ~ n t  se t c  r r i t ~ r i ( + . ~ '  "TII,. 
Khiimtis nre1.c.". in th:. ol~inion of Mr .  J c ~ ~ l k i ~ l s  "tlle firlt race il l  . \ : , ~ ~ L I I  

9 .  r 
ill spirit, in tc~lligcilcc :lnd nlori11 ,( 11:11~nctc1~. I ' I io i~~ l~  thc.~. ~ ) ( ~ - ~ c ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ l  
;I fcrtilc. soil, thcby l~arcbly rnisctl ~ r ; l i l l  c.rlorrgll for t l ~ c \ i l -  c . o ~ r - ~ ~ ~ ~ r l ) t i o ~ ~  
Tiley nrcrcb fond of opium \\.llic.h tllCc\' I ) I - O C I I ~ C ( ~  fro111 .I+~:IIII :I 1 

ill1 r~xllorbitant raic  in exchange of gold d ~ s t  ant1 tusks of ~ l ~ p l ~ i t i l t *  
\\.hich they obtained \\rithout the drudgery of ~ustainc-d phv>ic;~l 
labour. T h e  Khgmtis were 4000 strong and coultl rake itn allnj- of 
1000 if  ~.=quircd.~!' 111 their religiou$i \\.orship :\lltl ol)-crv;tilcc~. tlrc!.r 
was no 11c1r:eptiblc differc-ncr. 1)ct nlc~.n tll(km ;~rltl thC Rurlr~rsc. S11a11- 
1 e 1 Ruddhists. I n ~ a g c s  of Gnl~t i im;~ \\ho111 t11(>y . . ; l l l ( b c l  

"Kodomn" \vmc t l i c  only idols ;~clo~.ccl 1)y t l~t~ni . :~" ' ~ l ~ ~ ~ y  \vcrc COII- 

~rcct,o(l \\ritll the. Illdo-Clhincw ~ l i ~ t i \ ' c ~  1)y ;~ffillity OF 1;111g11;1gc*. ~ ' c . l i ~ i o ~ l  
n11r1 hahitp. 

It lllcntiollcd in th(. i l l  t ~ . o ( l ~ ~ c ~ l o ~ . y  (.IIi\l~tc 1. IIO\V t h ~  

I < h ~ i ~ ~ t i s  orlstcd t11:b Thorn Viceroj. d r ~ r i l ~ g  tlrc troi11,lcd rc'igll of R;~jil 
Gaurill$th and usurprd the title of his frontier Governor. T h o l d l  
(lefeatc(] in tlI2 next rcigll. ihc'~' I ' O < ~  i1~ : l i i l  :111(1 IYC'l't' ii1~16 

73 P.  C. 1S30, Attgubt 14, NO. 105. 
* OIIC got conhists of tl~me p i ~ i k ~  

90 P. C .  1833, January 7, No. 82. 
'7 TreaLies nnd Sanads-Aitclliscii (Yo]. 11. p.p. 198-199). 

s. P.  1326. July 14, No. 9 .  

3 P.  C .  1833, January 7, No. 80. 
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yrewrve their sepwrntc politic111 ~'xistt'llcc 11pLo 1110 ti111c ~f tilt 
occupation of Assilnl h ~ .  thtl R1.i ti311 ( ; o \ ~ b i ~ ~ ~ ~ u c . t ~ t .  l 'hc Singpho 
~nenace drove th'nl lo  tllc nssistallec. of t l i ( ~  Hrili4i i111tl l h t 1 ~  alallg 
with the h/loii~nfiri:?s I~c~lpc.c\ the. 13ritisll i l l  ~ l r i ~ r i ~ l ~  o11t tllc S i ~ l ~ ~ l l ( ) , ,  
By il trciity t~xc(.t~tc~eI in 1111y 182Ci. t l ~ c b  lih;lnrlis, \vllo \vcArc Icft ill 

cflurge of thc~ir O\\ .II  rtllel.. \\.0lb(. ~ i1 I I t ' t I  rl]loll to ~ l l i ~ i l ~ ( i ~ i I l  iI colllillgent 
of aoo 11lc.11 Lo he. ~ ~ ~ l ) p l ~ c . t l  \ \ ' i t11 i r ~ l ~ ~ l ~ t ~ l ~ i t i o ~ :  1)). I I I C '  Hl'i(i41 (:O\~C~,I~- 

111ent u ~ i d  \\.ere c.se1lll)t ell f1~o111 I);IJ i l l ?  ;III). t l ' i l , ~ i  t ( '  to 111c* ~ ) I o ~ c ' c ~ ~ I I ~  

iluthoritj.. But tllc. trinls ol' ,>,:.rio~~* otTc 11ces \\ C' IX~ I i l  ken from thr 
I t '  I I i i t '  I 1 I o I t  polit iml ofljcpp 
.-,tt~ tio1lc.d iI t Sndiyfi :" 

Thck r11It~ of the I I  i .  11rc S;tcli~-fi 1<11it\\,fi Gvll i~i~i  i1s :I 

])cboiI of "( II;Il.ilctc'r" i i I i t I  or ~ l l l c .  lilc~r:lr)' ilcclllisitioil. 111.. 
l3ruc.e d~~1:nl.il)c.tl lli111 ":I\ ; I  (1oubl~ faced cnlootli spoken fcllo\\~." He 
\vns a great n(llrcl*c.~~t of C'hnncl~a K5ntn, ; I I I ~  \\.;IS re;itlj, to risk i111g- 
t l l i ~ ~ g  for 11ii11 I I 1 i t h i  o \ c r  tllc hill tri1)c.s a\)ove 
I 1 1  1 iilso gcbt .t 1 ~)icllll'c- of hi.; c-llitritctc~r ant1 
;i t tni l l~nei~t  3 Pro111 it i ~ t c  lcft 1)). ~I ' I* .  Robert \o~l ,  t l ~ c  ~ I I C C V S S O ~ '  to Mr. 
Scott. Tt i.s ~ .e] )or t t~ l  i h i ~ t  I l e a  ncqt~irecl a to!t.r:tl)le k n o ~ v l ~ d g c  of the 
Berlgali li~11#11i1g(\ i11it1 ga\,t1 111) hc't'f-t'ilti~ls :111(1 (11-illking. tlic \?ice(; of 
his  at~cestors.~~ 

,~,.rellgeme,-,t Tn dmling with tl ic '  Sine p1104. t 11c'  Hrii i.11 GOI~CI'IIIIIC'II~ 1ir1d to 
wit11 tlw lii~ndlc~ ;I \.elhj. con1l)licatecl prohleiil. T l l c .  S i n ~ p h o  tcrritorv hat1 
s u l ~ h o s .  been o\vtwlln it11t1 p;~c.ified 110 clol~l,t, I , I I  t 1111 illfluc~l t in1 11111iihel' of 

tho Singpho c.hicFb \l.ils still c'v;tclilig the r o t i i  1i;tnds of the  
British Go\vcr.nrt~c~~ l. .In(] ail clcoilo~n ic .  pl*ol>lern of 9rt.a t in1l)ortitnce 
arasc ~vhcn  the^. :IS ;I 1*ci.-11lL c)f tlic \~~ccessi\ .=  aids by Cnptai11 
N t ~ u f \ ~ i l l ~ ,  llacl hceii clcq~ri\-c~cl of tllrir l ~ i n i l l  \~e; i l th,  the . 4 q ~ ~ i ~ ~ i l ~ G  
hlnves. The Singplio\ were maiiil;- w preclatory hordc. They harl 
ncithel- i~~clinat ion Iior npt i tude for ,711~. :~cyicr~ltu;~lal pr~~ 'sui ts  or 
c o ~ ~ i n i e r c i ~ l  liiil)it*. They had a pc~siti\vc hatred for ally sort of 
~nanllnl 1nl)o111.. Thc.y mainly clcycnded o n  pl1111(1e1* :~lld hlwcki~~ail 
ant1 on  tlic 1 1 ; 1 1 r  of thc' Absn~it(\ .s~ i s  \vho 
tillcd I i ~ i ~ d s  nlld grew subsistence for thcnl. So when thc <laves 
were ta1ie11 n\\.i~\. from then1 {hey \\rel.e rrt111ccd i o grci~ t 6c.ononiic 
ut1.nit.s. 

The Siilgplios occupied thr  1t'~c.l ;in(l fertile tlSilct of tlic couiltla~ 
c.iilled Niiinrup c~xteiitlin~ cast\\?n~.d f ~ ~ ! n i  tlie Miiiak bortlcr to thc 
hc ncl of thc Dihiiig i-i\*cbr ~ C I ~ O ~ S  tllc ~*i\.er No: D i l l i ~ g  Their 

3 Trenties ntld Stl1i;irl*-.4itcal1i\o1, (Val . TI p.1). 131 -132) . 
" P. P. 1835. F'ebrnary 11. No. 91 . 
93 P, C .  1833. . J i ~ n u n ~ ~ > .  Y.  80, 



vrigi~ial abode \ f r ~ b  the w o t h e l ~ ~ ~  slope of the JJitklti exknding 
na far ilr tlw 1iukas~11g \'iilltag. 'fllcj- lllndc their tirst ~ p p ~ n n l l ~ ~  
ill  AL\IIIII di1ri11g l h ~  1.~ig11 of Gil~rillBth. They r e r e  llomimllr 
tlividecl illto t\\*rl\rc. Gaunl3 or clalls a11(1 ftlc term "the twelve chiefb" 
\VHS used LO L'XI)I'CSMYI the collected botly of tile race., &I( thrrc 

ill l'c%i111). tIlirtjr-se\'eli subdi\risiou.s of tribe 011 the Asranl 
sitlr of the Riitki~i h~lls. the ~ l o r ~ ~ i r ~ n l  l )ot~i id~ry I , ~ ' t n . ~ ~ l  .ky.~nl ui~tl 
I .  Of thew. i I ,  i i  C ; H I I ~ .  ~ ~ ~ 1 1 ~  l l l l t l  

IBttori Gatitll t t11e i1101t i~~fl~ell i i i t l ,  11111 hntl I ;nlthuritY 01- 

I igh tc o\ ,c i l .  otllel'h. LIlltIvr Hias (;;i11111 l~\.cd 11ri1r1y 10.000 1nco of 
\vhonl 1 l ~ ~ a l - l ~ ~  9.500 \vclse citpilt)le of li1killK thc fielci (Bb& (;aunl 
Ilcitl to sl~l)l)l,i. i l  c.onti11gcll1 o f  ti0 ; I I . I I I ~ ~ ~  111('11 to ~ I I C '  Paramotrnt 
Po\\-t~l) . " 

l3;tc.h tribe \\.us go\.c.rnc.cl by its ol\.~l chief c:illrcl "Gau~u". 'l'hc 
religiou of the Siiigphos ws a btraiige mixture of all the i.trrious 
idolatries and superstitions of the na ti\le,s wit11 whonl tlley citrr~c- 
ill contact. They (,hiefly worshippecl thc. idol of G i t ~ t a m i ~  \vl~osc. 
telnplcs and priest5 \\.else foullcl in all tlicil. pl*ilic~il)~I ~ill:~pe~:'' Their 
Iwethren livilig I~eyond llic 1% tkni ral~gc were ci~llcd "Hill Silrgpilu=" 
and clid I>iIy a 3111a11 llolliinal tri1111tc ill gold C I L I ~ L  rill(! I \ , O ~ ) -  to tile 
H~lrmesc G o v c ~ r i ~ o ~ ~  of Rli~ii~fi.-lillil rfrilllg ( 3100ll~k1101ll) . 

After the British fo~.c.es 111idc~1~ the c.on~n~a~icl of C'iil~lni~~ Scufvilll. 
Jiaci carried their \.ictorious arnls illto the vwj llctirt of tht- ~ i n g l d ~ o  
lerritory, the Singpho chiefs were overawed and a number of [he111 
lvished to coine to  termb wit11 the British Raj  a i d  promised to expel 
the Bur~llesu fro111 their ter~*itoric.c;.'~ .Qiici so1.11~ of thrni even salt  
llostages in a d ~ a n c e . ~ i  

Accordingly an  agree~neut w a r  I I it 1 rixt eel1 chief\ 
in May, 1846. the  roct of 11w chiefs t\\-elva in ilunlber having 
absconded. Ug this trcaty, they ackuo\\~ledged thc allegiance of thc 
British Raj a11d gave u p  till connections lvith thv Burmese or any 
foreign potentates. They further agreed to supply the British t~oops 
with rice and other 11cceqqarit.s in the event of any foreign power 

invading Assam. They \vclmc. specially called 11pon lo give imlnedia lc 
illfor~llittion of anything that mi& escitc iiyprelic11sion on the t r t ~ 1 ~ -  
Piitk~i Range. The  Chief. \\.ere enlpowercd to  iltlmiaiitrr justice ill 
their respectiyr localities ar.rordi~lg to their n\va c ~ l ~ t o ~ ~ .  TO Y ~ I R Y ~  



i~~; t i i i s l  ally (ltyrc(la ti0115 to I>(> co111111i t tc l ( l  ill t I I C  I % l n i l  is11 lcb~.~-ito~.i(b~ 
tllc Singpho" t t h c  1Jl.itish Go\.crl~nic~lt c ' : ~ l l c ~ l  I I ~ I ~ I I  l l l c ~ ~ c  cl~icfs c h i l l l c r  

to surrender the ct~lprits for l ) t ~ n i s h n ~ c ~ ~ t  or t o  111ilk~' goo(l \11c> losbvc 
to be husti1inc.d 1 ) ~ .  Ihc. C'onipn~~y':, sul)ji-cl s. 'l'hc~. i~gr.c,c~l lo rcbleil,y 
all Ass:t~~~rlsc. c b t ~  l)t 11 retl 1)y thcln. 'l'hi\ i\ 1-1 i ( s l o  \ \\,,I i I ~ % Y I  i l l  ( - ; ~ j , b  

two C J i t l ~ l t ~ s  l o  r 1110 firct to i l l l ) ~ ~ i t  to  th(: LcLrl~ls 01'  i l l ( \  

lJleit i q l ~  C ; O \ J O ~ I ~ ~ I C I I  t . 
~'I'hc Hritish (;o\vcr~l~nel~ t i l l  I l r c t i l ,  1 tlr-n. ~)ron~i~lcbtl to  oflchr t l i c l ~ ~  

csvc~r~r killtl of p~-otc.,:.tioll ancl ng~-occl ]lot to cluirc.t ilI1y tl*il>rlle fr.0111 

I l~cxnl. I i I c~on(litioi1 \17:14 inll,oscd 11l)on the111 I ) ( Y . : I I I ~ ~  
Ihcy wcrc of \\,i~~.likc I ~ a l ~ i t s  ; I I I ( I  i l l  l)os\c5+ioil of t 1 1 c b  l i ~ ~ ~ 1  l)oi~itb 10 
t 1 1 t h  Asst-im f~'o~~tic'i ' .  'I'l~cby ( > I # (  t o  (11 1ij.t I* illto 1 1 1 ~  c i ~ \ l o ( l ~ ,  of ~ I I , ,  
~'oliticnl Agcbllt t l~c i r  I I ~ ~ ; I I .  ~.cli~lions its I~o\(i\gc'> f c ) ~  1 1 1 ~  f ; l i t l ~ f l l l  l)c>rfor111- 
i~ncc  of the  trc.i~ty ohligntio~~s.  Sr~itirl,lcl ~)ro\'isioiis \vcbrc ll~ntlc for the 
ccl~lcn t ion of t11t.s~ 11osi;rg:i. '4.: rc<!.al-(I. l l i e  t \ \ t c . l \7c l  : I I ) - C ~ I I ( I ~ I I ~  
c.llithPs \\ . l~o welt l I i l l  h11,. Sc-ott iisuctl ;I I ) I ' O < . ~ : I I ~ R ~ ~ O I I  . . 
1~tC]\ll~lllg then1 to I ;it S:~divii t i  t\\,o 1no11lhs filltl 10 

b~~hsc.ril,c> to the. ; r g ~ - c ~ ~ ~ n c ~ l l t  t i1  lie11 fro111 i h ~  ~ ' ( ' c t  OF t11,'ii' 11r~t11rt 11 

t~nclci- pain of c~onfi.;c.:~Lio~l of tllvir propert), i~ncl c1rcnl11;il c~xpr~ls~oll 
fl-olli t he. A ~ ~ ; ~ I I I C S C ~  t~rri tol '>~.-"  

Of ill1 the Singpho Chi&, Ho~il,  the Gilt1111 01 1 3 i 4  \\':15 & I  111illl 

of ullconlmon slirc.\\.tI~lc..s~ ; I I I ~  i~ l~ i l i ty  anti \I~:I> rnr1:11 c~nrccl For by the 
H111.nit>:c Go\.ernnlc.nt clr~rine t h c ~ r  1a.t c.iiinpaig~~ ant1 tllc'j- coiifc~~ctl 
I I  h i  1 i t  of ' : I  a11,I ~ ) ~ c s c ' I ~ ~ : ' O  l~ in i  jvitli il soh1 
(.hit  t i  (r~nll)rc*lla) ,-a illark of grc>;~ t tlistlliction. '!' 111.. Bruce des- 
c.ril)ccl t l l ~  13i.R G:\IIII~ " i t \  ;I sly o1<1 fo\" \\rho \\.i?~ ;~l\vnys rcilcly lo  
ple:l>e I~yth thc' ~)nrtlc..;. 11tl l i l , ( s ( l  t l ~ ( b  13rilisIi 11111sli~lb 1)11t 11ol t1:tbir 
frit~ltlship. FIc \\.ii< jvalo~ls of the D.?fYi C r i ~ ~ t r i ~  n,holn h ( b  prc\.enictl 
flaorti c.omillg' i111d lii~\'illg : I I I J  I i l l  1 13riti.lll O ~ ~ ~ C C I ' .  :I( 

Fndiy;?. ITII; in~rskc~ts. ])o\vdcr ii11(1 I);rl l  n hic.11 111c British ft~l~nishrtl 
him \\ritlr to p r o l ( ~ t  the. front icl*, I IC i~tilised in yl-ocilrillg t h c  tuslts of 
cblcl~hants \rhic-ll h(,  again sol(1 to thc English. 311.. 13rncc. nlso chnrgecl 
him \\.it11 -;clli~~g runir \\ray L ; I , I \ ~ ( ~ ~  to I lic i411l1oi-s I ) I I  t this cahn~.ge hat1 
1 ) ( ~ 1 1  refutccl 1)y h l r .   whit^.^" 

Ipol. the I>ctlcls c c ~ ~ ~ t r o l  of the Sillgl)lio clric-f. :11lc1 \\.it11 a view to 

(tenling \vith them as  il ~vholc. the p c n c t r ; ~ t i n ~  n ~ ~ c l  diploinatic mind 
of MI.. Scott concc~ivcd the bold project of crcnting a ~o1-t of con- 
ftuleracy of the Singpho Chi& under tllc overlordship ofi Bis% Gaurn. 
I he \~orthiest  of i i l l .  i~ntl i~rged 111)01i the :ilrthoriti~s c7 t Calclqt ta to 

nfi S .  P .  1886'. July 14. No<. 9-10. I 
3!' S. 1'. 1896. ,July 14. No. !). 

4" P. P .  1835. F e b r ~ l ; ~ ~ . ~  1 1 .  NO, 91. 
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btstow ul)oll this chief s0111c equivalent jilitrk of ~listillc.~ioIl a s  h d  
bcen done by the Burmtwe Government. Alld lurther to soothc his 
ruffled fctlings for the losses he had sustaiaed by the relinquishment 
of sltlvcs under his ct~.sllody, Ilc rccommendd the utilisatioll of his 
swvices in the Intclligencc L)e1xwtme11t."l So, though B i a  G~uan 
tiid not possess any itdn~ittcd control o\,cr t l ~ c  others, he wus I.(!- 

cogrriscci on :recount of liis personal inAucnr.c :IS ;, lncuJium of colli- 
niunicu-tions I)ctwc~c~~ t l ~ c  B1.itis11 C;ovcrniiic~~t ;111tl the petty Suigplio 
clr i&lm4z 

RIJ.. 3cot t rcnlihctl that thc polilicnl settlenicnt \vith the Siirgphos 
:)lone \\70ul~l IOi~tl to no ljucificnt ion ant1 pcll-1na1ic.11 t result as  d 2 i l r ~ l  
t).y the Rritisl~ Govcrnmcn t .  Dcprivctl of .slaves, their only rnc.ails 
of ;subsistalcc and li\.clihood, th,: Siiigphos ~voult l :]I\\ ;I)., rcbr~lain :i 
~\c~* l~c tua l  S O I I ~ C ~  of di11igcr. !SO \~ i t l i  i l  \ l i ~ \ \ ,  1 0  OI;(  11i11o 111) I M - ~ ' C I I . ( ~  
tllelu 11cw i~\~cliucs of li11clilioocl, Mr. Scot[ 1~rol>os,>tl to c.l~~:ihli?l~ n 
conimcrcial link 1,ctwclcii Assnnl ilncl t hc cnstcrn countricbs so tli:~ 1 
lllc 9,:.ingphos \vould 11a1 urally I~ccomc7 the* chain in the link. 

There waq a l:~n~idel:a1~12 tlcniand a t  the above locality for gooti\ 
of European rnan1rfactl11-c and for 3 q~ccic,s of silk r loth :,~~ppliui 1 ) ~ .  
t hc Burmcs?. nf r. Scot1 proposctl t11:i t sl;cci~~ic-ns or t lio\cb &ilk good- 
~rlio111d hc scnt ii, PII1rrsliitl:1l~:itl f o ~ .  iiiiit :I lion ;111tl t 11c.s~ i~ni t i~t  ron 
~~roductions .4110111(1 br- cxl)~rt(vl to S:1iIiy5 foi' salt 011 ill1 :~sl)criin~'ntaI 
I)a~is."~ Another ;~rlvantage which would attend the estnblishmen\ 
of such a market aqcording to Mr. Scott wa~:~ that it \vould opcrntc 
more ~~owerfully than a mere treaty stipulntioii ngninst thc i;igh 
Inriff \vall i1iil)osed by the Bl~rniccs to pr:vcnt n frcc ,711d 11:~lurnl 
flow of the British goods passing t h r o ~ ~ g ! ~  thc lowel rcgion of Rurni:~. 

Another higher but, distant iiioti\,c n~llich act [la tcd Mr. Scott to 
open up a triidc cciltre in the Siiiglilir, territory his dcsirr 10 

establish a direct rommercial rl~lilti~ll ~ I C ~ I I - C C ~ I I  111(1i,1 and Clli119, 
the South-Wcstcrn provincc of the Iattcr colint,ry bcinq n t 3 distnncc 
of two huiidrcd wiles only from tha ~~ortliern-most region of tllc 
Singpho t e r r i t , ~ r y . ~ ~  A t  that  period at teiiipts mcrc being iilndc to 
pl~sh on the sale of British woollen goods in co~iiitrics to the north 
cast of India, thew bring no ontlct for these goods to thc Tiidinn 
market. Tn China the imposition of high tll~tics prevcntcd thc frer 
1 ~zlnsii~ip~ion of 1 hcse goocls into thc int rrior aucl t l ~ c  rcprcscnlativc 
of the Er7st Tndin Compnny ctfltioncd a t  Cnnton f o ~ ~ n d  i t  ver?. 

- .  
S .  P. 1896. JII~J: 14. NO. 9. 

42  P. C .  1833. January 7. No. R'?. 
4". P. 1806, July 14. No. 9. 
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tlif&ult to introilucc. t hese goot1.s t ) ~ c l ~ c  : I I I ~  lhc miit t ell3 \\.;I\ (lc'l>iiletl 
i l l  l)oth Ilot1sc.s of Pnrliwnicw t .  311.. Scott t l * i c ~ t l  to nlc.ct tlli, 
( l i f f ic~~lt j~ b ~ ,  opv11ir1g LIP ;I ilirwt tr:i(I(, I ~ O I I ~ ~ ~  l ) ( b t \ \  clc11 C ' I I ~ I I ~ ~  ;l l I ( l  

11idi;1 t111wugh A s s ~ I I ~ . "  * 
&I;~cke~~z ic  s ; I~ . ;  l l l ~ t  "il (10~s  110t ~ I I > ~ ) c < I I ~  th i l t  tllcl I ( I ~ > : I  of ol)cllirlg 

111) il  ~ I ~ ; I ( I c *  I.OII t~ itcalso\\ t l l ~  Pfitki~i L ~ V C ~ I *  C';IIIIC' [O i 1 1 1 ~ t  Ilillg 01. i l ~ ( l e t ~ t l  

tll:lt ;Iny ac-ti\.cb at01)s \vcrcb c . v c ~ ~  take11 to  tle\lc>lol) it". I "  13r1t thi, 
\-ict\v of TIII.. J l i i ( ~ I < c ~ ~ l ~ i ( *  is C ~ ~ O ~ O O U S  to  it c(krt:li~~ C ' X ~ C ' I I ~ .  ,4ctivc> 
- l ,ys  \\x1lnC t ;1kt111 i~~clc~c(l 1)). Mr.  S~ool t ; I I I ( I  <'11pt:ti11 3 ( ~ 1 1 t ' \ ~ i I l , ~  10 
tlc~\.c~lol) tliis tls;~clcl \\.it11 ;I  view* to n . c ;~~~ing  iI\\;\y 111(% Si11gl)hos fronl  

I licil. ~)l'c*tl;~toi-!. h:il)it.;. A.; priv:~ tcl n~crc l la~l ts  \\lvrtb 11ot : ~ \ , ; ~ i l ; ~ l ) l c  
to cilI8rY otl t l0:i(lc i l l  t h i \  1.cniotc1 i111tl  ilillospit:~L)l(~ r i~ io l l .  ; ~ t  (~11lj)ts 

I i t  I 1 o I I tr:ide t l l ~ ~ u g l l  t Il(1 ( ;0 \~1~~1111l i~ l l t  

;IgcbnK,v. 1'11(1 fil-st c.ollsigllnlcw1 \ ~ i i \  Ioc)tc(I 011 t11;. \yay :111tl ii fresh 
i l l \  tb.;tlllcllt Of hi l l< i \ l l t l  o ~ h l ~ l '  $!,ootl~ \\;is il!!,;IIIl t lc~pi~tchctl  1 0  S;ldi3'.~.~' 

\ \ ' I ~ ~ \ I I  Ct111ti1 ill  ,J(~nI;iiis il11(1 Pi~111l)~l~to11 \,i,bfi t ( > ( I  t l ~ c > ~  rt .; 
I l ~ c b  f~ 011 t 111 1 S::l. tIic>>v hi1n pro\l)c(*t s of goo(1 t ~ * ; ~ c l ( b  11:~t\vc~~11 AY%;I~II  
I i il11(1 hol~cti thn t intc~rnilt ionnl traffic woul(l greiltlg 
i~lc.l-c.;i.;cb \vhcll t hc c~nmity ant-1 j( ' i~l~u.sy of tllc 13t11-mc.s~ to\var(ls 
t I ~ ( b  131'itj4-1 \vo~~l t l  t l ~ c >  :I\\-:I!~. ~1Jl'oni all :ic.cor~nts ; L  is clc*;lr t l l i ~ t  11';ltlc 

\\,;is in i i  thri\?ing contlitioll \ Y I I C ~ I ~  t l lcl  C ~ I I I I ~ I ' J ~  ~ c t t l e ~ l  ( I C ) \ V I I  to 1101'- 

~ l i i ~ l  ; i c . t i \ . ~ t  ics i~t'tcl. t11(~ ~)c,l~io(l of 5tor1n iind \tlSc.,ss. Sonic* c ~ l ~ t t r -  

l ' l ' i s i~~q -\I~I ' \ \ ' ;?I i nrc-~~c~liiint.; 1 1 n i l i l i ~  fl,c,ril tlic t';118 \ Y ( ~ ~ ( . ! . I I  sitlc of 

I I to t i  e ; i s i i ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ l  1)nl-t to c,irl.y 011 cbornmc.!-ci:~l 
t r i l ~ l ~ a c t i ~ l l s  :111(1 c~stal)lislictl fi1cto1.ic.s a t  S;xdiya aild Ris5 ant1 it  ill 
11o1 I ) c  O I I ~  of ~)I : I ( ' . \  to ~ i i c ~ ~ i t  io~i hc)~-cl t h ; ~ t  O1lch of thvni 1)11~hc~d 911 to 
~ h c  Hl~k;~n.ng Yiille~. ill Rurni;~ with n \.ic\v to  opcning it f;~cator!' 

I T  I I .  I l i c~ .  ill~l)o~-tc(l I)~.otitl clolh. nl~isli~ls.  lonq cloths i1nc1 colol~~'c~(l 
I i ; l ~ l ( l  k~rc*ll ic~t'., c e l l  i l l  t zc's, si~l t ,  opill~n. \\.i~lc.. rice, gl:~s.; n i l t l  c~~oc.k~~.!. 
\\ ;llxcq, tol~:~cac.o. 1)cl cllirl \ c.t c.. 11-hich tlicy lx~rtcl-cd io the difTc~.cllt 
I l-ihes ocac111)ying tlic srlrrou n tlil~g 11 ills for goltl. gold tlr~ st. i\lory3 
\il\,c.r. iiml>c~.. nlll-li. Blrrnlc.;~ cloth(.< ant1 Chincsc. hoxes. A brisk 
tl.:ldc1 dcvclol~ctl i i i ~ t l  i ~ r  thc  y(~11- 18.33 colton ul) to  the qilantit!' 

':' P. C' .  1831. Oclol~er 6, No. 114A. 
.x. , lllr ~~ossibilitic~s o.f I I I I ~ I I ~ I I ~  L I ~  ; t  1Iir11cL { I , : I I I ~  I X ~ I I L I *  I ) V O \ . ~ ~ % I I  r1111ii1 : l l l ( l  

('11i11a tI11.ot1g11 .IKS~IIII ~vc,~,c> ; I I W  visi~alized ;I I I ~ O I ~ I ~ I I C I I I L  ;li(-~iilwr of l11q GO\-PTII()~- 
(:e~leri~l'x Col~~lcbil l o  I I c.i)ltl-rc3 (,I' ;I l r ~ i i ~ l ~ l e  c~l)se!,\,ccl. ;IS ei11-IF :IS IS%:- 
''ll'c II~:I>. esl)tvt lo 01)e?1 I I ( , \ V  ro:~:ls I'or c,c;rninerccJ \v i lh  Y~III : I I I  : I I I I ~  nt11er so11111 

\ ~ ~ ~ I P I * I I  I'IYI\. i ~ ~ c w  I )I' I I I V  ( 'eles~ ii1I F~~ll)irf< I I I ~ I I I J ~ I I  .L\S~:~II~ ; , I I I ~  3Tt111i~)orc . " 
-S. (Y. 31;1\. 14. IS26 ( n ~ i r ~ u l e s  on lho trcinly of \ 7 ~ ~ ~ ( 1 ~ ~ ) ) n ) .  

4VRrac~ke11xie-Nr1~111 E;rsIrr~i. Frc,~llic*r. of 13rnC,nl. P .  64. 
'7 S. P. 1997. Sel)leniI)e~. 7. No. I f ,  
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'I'hrh ~~ 'ubpec t  uf Sadij il a.s a C U U U C I . C ~ ~ ~ I  c c l ~ t r ~  c.\ ell llltlt 
cady llcl'iocl wa:, .so gl't'ill tllilt J11'. Uruc:~', ~ ~ ) I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ( I ~ ~ ~ ~  ufiicrr ill 
cllil!.~'. of Lllcb gl11l IJ0:ltn i t 1  sildiyfi l'Cl'bllllllc.ll(l~(I [ ] l i l t  ~ t t t l r y ~  311ulll,] 
bc 1ll~dL' il l i  l i  \\'lll'l'(' 1 hl lul l ]cl  t ~ . ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ l  
l)l~?illc..sb i ~ l l t l  I ) ~ . J . ~ I I ( ~  \r.lric.l~ rlo o ~ r c  ~ I I o I I I ( I  I)e ~,c.l'lllitt~.~l 10 go. b\ 
I l l l i l l  Il(' Ilol~t.(l 1~ t i t l lsw(.1 I I l l lo l . c .  ] l i j I  [l.illc, 10 
S;~tli>,i~. ''" 

('apli~ill J c r ~ k i ~ l ~  \vl~o \v;I> c.lrgiigc.(l rn .trl-vcjillt: A -S I J I~  that 
ti111ih nlbo ~-cbpol*tc~(l t 11i1 t "tl~(b S i r~g l~ I lo~  of A i > , t ~ ~ ~ i  I I ~ I V  ci+rrj7 ~ I I  t l - a d ~  
of .solllc C'Ollhc~ll('llC'CA \VitIl tile Sh%l~.s i111cI ( ' l l i l l ~ ~ u  o f  Y I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I  thro11g11 
the pi-o\.i~lr.e of A v a  i111rl tlrtb Hchiclkl~t of =\va ~l1ot11~1 I ) ( .  itcl\~isccl to 

\!.;itch tlrib ~'i,sillq [rii(I~' H I I ~  to gi\ cA it i l I I  thy .sl~l,l)ol.l".'" 50 uck jirltl 

thiil though t l ~ i ~  tlirect t I h i  1va.s ilot crti~l,li-lrccl. 
Illc \.ibio11 of h l r .  Scolt at  IVilst 1)ar.t i i ~ l l ~ .  nlatcr.ii~li\c(l. 

For t l ~ c  tlL.fc.~~c~c of tlltb Ewstc~~n front icr, 311.. Scott ~jropo\etl 
firstly thib cstiiI)l~~l~mc~llt i ~ t  St~tliyii of ;I niilitiic (ioO -t~.orr;: ( l o  l~rb 
former1 o ~ l t  of tilt* follo\vcri- of 1111. Bur Sen5p;rti iintl Si~cliyfi Ir;. 
Gohaio) to ovc.l.;l\\.cb :rilcl c.ol~t~.ol t l ~ v  Fillgpllo c11ic.f. ;111(1 *eb~'u11(11~.. t l ~ r  
j~osting of :I 1S11i~ol)c~i1n I'olilic.i~l Officc~~. lo  n.;~lc.l~ o\.c I. ;rncI w t t l c ~  tlrc, 
Ilicongl.1loll.s :;111tl c ~ f l i l i ~  iirlcr~c~sl.: of t l r c .  ~tlrl'ot111(li11g (.hicbf* 
1 I I s  a .  T1ltb ~ I ' O ~ ) O S C ( ~  lllilitiil \\';I\ 10 1)c' l)li~~C'(l 1111~It'l' 

the cotllnlan(l of this political officer..'" 
Hithcrto tei l~porar)~ milititr.). oific.cbrs bl:\tio111 (1 at 5:ttliy: I I ~ ~ I  

also :~c.tctl its ~)oliiic.:~l officer!.. 3Ir .  Scott ol,~t~r\.c~tl 11111 1 1 ohjc.c.l- 
for which this ilnportiillt pobt was c r c~ t ed .  11;*1ncdy. t11cb ~(~ttIc~111(~11t 

of the tril)iil disl)utcs illlcl iI1(1 cri~tlic;ltiol~ of ])r.c~tl:~to~.y Ilitbit3 of 
the. sllrrollnding \vile] i~nihcr.~, ~o l r ld  not I)c c f ~ ' ~ ' t ~ t I  I ) \ .  111~:i11. of :I 

succcs:ion of t c . l ~ l p o ~ i ~ ~  l~lilitirlg oficr.1-s ~rui~cq~~;tilltc.tl \vi 111 hb~'i11 
I,o]ities all(] ]illlguagc. So hc !)roposnl thtlt 1.t. xtb~~f\.illcb. \\.110 I l i l ( 1  

hc](] this rr,sl)ollsible po:itio~l tenlpor i~r i l~  ;111tl I)I'o\'c(~ hinlh(.If il \-cl'Y Jut? IS36 

cnl)ablc offiecr. shol~l(l be ;~ l )po in t~d  I I I theb 
fillnl iipyoilllmillt of C;ll)tilill Ncuf\.illr ~rl\rcatc.(l Lt . B:rlirlefic.ld. 
Oficcr C o l l ~ l l l a ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  at  Sitdiyii with politicill po\vrr*.:'" 

Wit], the fate of Assall, \\.as also linked t h ~  f i~ tc  of ~ [ : ~ r l i ~ ) l l ~ .  

JitiatiG ancl Cnrhsr. Thcir political status which ~ r a s  covrrrd by tIlp 

.("'EMBERTON'S HE'POlIT. 1'. 74. 
4@ IBID . 
5" P. P. 1835, February 11,  NO. QO. 

S. 1'. 1826, July 21, No. IS. 
52 S. C .  1,446. July 14, NO. 9 .  



bccolld al.ticlt. of the treaty of Yuliciilbo also rccluircd udjustlnalts,r 
I t  is while to t n ~ c c  i l l  tlctilil 11o\\ tl~cb> \\ :L.c* i l l \~ol\-~ '( l  ill \kt' 
-~iig1o-Burmc.st I11il)roglio ;I passi~rg ~~cfcrc~icq,~ lo \ \ . l ~ i c . l ~  1ii1, 
m d C  in t hc introiIuc.tory clii~ptcv. 

Cocllar. The \veaknc~s of tllc p L t t t ~ '  l ~ u  l I !  I ~ ~ ~ c . i p ; l l i t ~  ,,I 
I 1 i i  I '  I 1 1 h i  I i h  illtervcnc4 
I)ct\vcci~ tllt. i ~ ~ d c l , ; ~ ~ t l c ~ ~ L  ~ti~tcb of RInni l~l~r  i111cl thc~ B r i t i h  clistrict 
01' Sj.lhc t a l rc i~t l~ .  ill trnclvtl thc. a l t c ~ l  tioil of' thC C1olr~p;lliy tonlar(l, 
1 1ic (ti1(1 of t l lC eigh lccii t 11 c ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I ~ J ' . ' : ;  ' I  i t  1 history of Ct\dlilr 
l i k c h  that (,I' all ~it~lion.: i.; sllroutlctl i l l  1n3stcbr.. It i l l  prelc~~dc.tl by 
the  Caclaris tlint thcir coul~t ry  fro111 its vclg. L'ou~idi~tioi~ ] l i t \  b , c ~ ~  
govemcd by one fitmily-the descendiints ot' Bhiin, scconcl of thc 
fa1noy.r Pailcli~va bl.c)thcrs. 'I'lic first Iiistoricb:\l fi:.t~rt- of' t I l c b  T<ingdo~~l 
is Timirdhwitj who l-eig~ietl ill the yeills 1 SFS of t l ~ c  Bil;~*u~l~it eril 
which col.rcsponds 117iti1 14(i4 A.1). 'I'hc. Cncharis, i t  i s  I ,  ivilmr 

d o \ ~ r i  froin the rlorlhcrn part. or T\'>niri~l). their or-igil~nl honto, i ~ n d  

founded ;I new stittt. in the RIyX)ong llills of Cacl~al*. I t  is stntt~l 
tha t  in their proFperous days. thcb Kingdoii~ estendcd to b'lanipur 011 

thc one hniid ant1 to the  1,u~hni liills on thcb othcr .  C : I ~ ~ : I ~ I I  
Fishel-, \v).lo l i i i ~ l l ~  a de ti~ilctl study of their nncicll~ ribcord.;. Ilns lrl't 
n vcry ill terestirig account \vhich tcct ifics t o  thc  l 'o~~n~cl* extent itll(1 

power of their kingdom. Parts  of thcir foi'luer clabornte statc 
ceremonials ~vcrc. continued evcil ils l i ~ t e  as t11e rcign of Govin(l:~ 
Chandrit. 

The King \\.ilh t l ~ e  l ~ i ~ h c ' s t  nuthori ty of ~1111 rctjI111. J~cIo\Y 1:iiii 

were four Riijputras-not ncccs:*nri!y priiiccs of ll~c> 1)lood roynl- 
invcstctl mith high judicial i~tithority iilltl cnlpo\vt-reci lo a\~rard :;IIY 

1211nishmcnt short of tlc:ith. Bclow t l ien~ in aiq:.ic.iit tiimcs were 
cighteeil Mantris with linlited f iuthori~y nncl thcre were cvcn as  
innny its fifty four lYI:~ii~ris 1~11e1i tlic Kirigdunl was a t  tli? zenith of 
its powci.. Thc i l~anagcmcl~t  of the  r-.vcnut: \\.i%s entrusted to all 
official dcsignalccl as "Bura Blinndaree" n.itll a ]lost of' subortlinnlc 
Officers. Thcrc ~ ~ c r 2  a130 Uhi~ l~~ ln rees  for the control of t h ~  
scparat: revenue.; nssignetl t o  the  Riir~is. the sons and the  hrothcrj: 
of thc Rtijn. The office of "BIII '~ Rh:ind;irec" n7:]s in exisitcnsc ere11 
:tt thc tim: of Gorin(1n Cl~niiclra. Within thc palace four IInntrih 

" TreaLy of jwacc concludc~d ut Yaltdabo Englisl~ ve1bic.11. 
Article 2. Ells Mnjestj- the 1;ilig of Avn reliouriccs 1111 rluilu~ 111)011. illlcl 

will abatah~ from dl futwe interforence wit]? the principality of Assat11 !~n(l 
its dependencies, and also with the contiguous petty states of Cacllur ant1 Jdinlici. 
Wit11 regard to Manipur, it is stipulated t h ~ t ,  should Gnmbhir Sing11 desbe to\ ~cturll 
to that counlrjr, Ite sllall be rt*ogiiised by the king a RnJ':111 tliercof. 

5". P. 1833. November 14, No. 29. 
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cxerciacd offices nbuut the s of tllr Raja. They 
~ . o u ~ ~ l c r p ; ~ l ~ t s  of thb chan~bc~rJnir~s of the 1ntvliev;lJ Europeau Prillrvs. 
Cupttlin Fiaher iuu~al  thrcc . ~ u c l ~  dignitarier rvm Jurillg the hst (lay. 
of Govillda Cllandru. But tllry \+lire shonl of ally 1 l>ower. Tlrc 
:~~Imi~~is t rn t io~l  of justice was condu c tcd c.n,c.lty : c. 
l ~ i ~ ~ i i s h ~ l ~ e ~ ~ t s  \\.CAT u\\;~rtled fbr slight offellre.. 'l'he principal ,wurrc. 
of the slatc. i~icorilc wits the land rch\.enuc; cuswnls a.cArc) I c ~ \ v i t d  011 

exporls. I t  is intcrLuiti~lg to  k~lo\\r Ltlitt tile pcol,lcb of ('FIcl~i~l' hilt] LC, 

tuxes for mubic at marriages nntl OLIIC'I- ft'sti\'als illlcl Ct \ .C '~ l  f0l. 

ritling ill il ilodic (a covctretl litter) a11,1 fo1, \vcarillj: gUICl o ~ ~ ~ ~ i I I 1 l C ' l l ~ ~ ~ ~  

IL IS l:,ttll(~l that (I::~c.llal. i~~vokccl thy ajcl of tlrc ljl.ili.ll ~,o\\t.l. i l l  
I !  \ l l  l l l l  ! l l  i I I I I I ~ I I  41)(1(1( 111) ( ( ( ~ - . c ~ c I I ( ~  ( 1  
I I 1)1aills. ' British 11~111 \\.as I - c * : I c I ~ I >  $1 11 ,i11(1 (!I(* 

tlc.1)~cclatior1s stop1)etl. 'Aga111 I I ~ ~ I C I I  ill lEWk, O I I C  Iiitly511 9i11~11. 
tlihli~isscd ~z~b~Cl/il* COIICJC~CC! :I body of I ~ Z ~ ~ X ' I ~ I I C I ~ I ? ~ ~ ~  ;r~l[l ~ I ~ I I ( ~ c I . c  ( 1  
Cachar, the Conlpany canle to Ilcr aiti. -41 tllat time \\-(a ;tr: told 
that :i \.olu~~Lu~.u\r offcr of the kingdon1 \\-a? uiut l~ to  tI1t8 131ui!i*l1 
Goirernrnent hut they ~lic1 I I O ~  ilClrept 111~: O ~ T C ~ . . ~ ~  

Whcii Goviiitln Cllantlra asr.ciidc(I illc 1111.o1lc. of C*;IV~I;II. i l l  t11, 
!.cur 181:; irfler t l ~ e  tlcath of 111s hl-otlrt.~* K1*i.i1111:t ('II;III(~I;:. I I - ( I ~ I I ) I ~  3 

hclgnn to cJccc.c.ntl 011 hi111 oi]cl i~ftc'~. :~lto~l~c.r. l\ol~i 1); ( Y - ~ ~ I I I I P  
~ , r \~ i~ l l f i  of thc lrttc Raju \\.ah the first tu t i~ke  it  5lir.c out o f  ill(' 1ii11~ 
(10111 of Cncllar. and installcci hinisc-If as an indepcndcl~t <.hic.ftiiilr 11) 

t11:. l-tilly portion of the  tract. ITc fell i L  vic~i111 to political s t ~ . i ~ t a g c ~ ~ ~  
:~n t l  ntis ;~lzsrlssinatcd: by Govinda C1i;~ntlrn h u t  tllc 1.c4)c~llin11 \\.;I\ 

( olltinlrctl by his son TulBr~iii. Rut  worst 211d rno1-lb Q ~ I ' ~ ( J I J ~  t ~ * o ~ ~ l b l ~ k  
w?rc in store fo~.  G~\lindit Chnndra."" 

TIIC l a w l ~ s s i i ~ ~ s  aiic1 ~iiisr~llc ~vllicli ~ O I I V L I I ~ C C I  t 1 1 t h  13r;tJ1111il I ~ I I L Y ~ ~  
1 b1.2 

V~zllcy a t  the period was riot tlic ~nonnpvl~+ of Aslam wlollc.. -4 yir i t  
of disordel.linesJ. pervaded tlic whole North E:~stcrl~ rclgion nt that 
ti~iic :lntl thc  hill kitatrt of RIaiiipr~r 1,ying to tllc cast of Ctl~r-hnr \\.;I\ 

not in~lliui~c from this political n~alcldy. In  1812 Marjit Singll wit11 
Ihc :lid of thc B ~ ~ r m e s e  drove away his brother Cliaurjit Singz11. tllcb 
rcignillg mollarch of Manipnr and made hinisrlf king of tlint u u l ~ n p p ~  
Valley. Fsarinq a genera] mnsilrrt.. the other t\!-o Iwotll('r\ 
Chnul-jit ;ind Gnnlbhir Sinqh with their follo\rcrs took reflrltrc. in 
Cach:~r. After a short stay a t  Cachar. Ch~llrj i t  rrpqirt'd to Jaintirt. 
Ru t  Garnbhir'Singh at,aycd :it Cachar and rasp to I)c tho ~ o r n m a ~ ~ d r r -  
in-Chief of the Cachnr arnlg. Gamhhir Singh ;~llrl Chnrlrjit soon 
combillcrl tllld paid the has pita lit^ of Cno\ril~da Cl~;~nd~*:l 1)). 

54 P. C, isse, IIR. 14, NO. loo.  
S. P'. 1843, N ~ v e n ~ h r  14. Nil. I!). 

5G S. P. 1803. No~cmbcr 1-t, No. 19. 



treilchel.ously htbizilig his co1111l1-y utltL cli\.icli~~g i t  ~ I I L ~ U I I ~ , ~  ~ l ~ ( b l ~ ~ ~ ~ l \ ~ ,  

to the c.wiusio~~ of ibs lii\vSlll I I O I I I I I .  I I I I I ~ ; I ~ ~ ) ~  (;O\~lllda 
Chnncint tlc.pl.i\lclcl of his killgclo~l~ 11;lstc trctl l o  S~.ll~c.t  i i l r ( l  otfcrcYl 
his Raj to the Briti%l~ \ \ . l l i c - I ~  \\.;I\ tlol 1l1c.tl i ~ ~ ( ~ ~ l ) t c ~ t l .  111 t11tt ~ ~ ~ c ~ i ~ l : t i ~ ~ ~ ,  

hl;u.jit Ilittl yrr;~rrt-llc~cl \villi his 13111.1l1csr. 1)1.otc~-tors. ' l ' h ( b  cltlilrrvl 
t I I I O  I I I I I I I I .  NO\\' ihi, 
PoIt111tl of tllc N o r t l ~  N ~ I \ ~ C I , I I  111tlia \ \ ; I \  ~)i~rlitiollc-cl for ~ I I C S  ,c.coi1(l 
L illicb i411eI ~ I I c '  1111't'c' I I ~ I  I I ) c ' ~ ~ I I I  10 1'c,ig11 o \  C'I- thrc  
(liff~'l'C'llt 1 i I l i l 1  I 1)(sl 'f(n(311)'  1 1 1 1 1 1  I of "11, 

- - 
;I t ~ o t  h c ~ : "  

(;ovi~r(li~ ( 'I1i111~11'11 i11)l)c i i l ( v 1  lo 1 1 1 ~ '  I31'il id1 ( ; o \ ' ( ' I ' I ~ I I ~ ~  I I ~  f u r  
I I ~ J I I I I  1 1  I I I t ' t l -  I iLilio11 of tllc ~ i r i \ ~ l l ) i ~ r  l)(l,qur,i 

w11ic.h U I I ~ C - ~ ~  I ) ~ l o ~ ~ q c t l  t l l i l r l  i111 t l  i i t  \ i i ~ l l ( . ~ ( b t l  11i1tl I N  
tilkc11 :I\\ it!. 1)). tllc loc~il U I - ~ I  i3l1 Offica,.~ .. l \ . c b  (10 1101 1<11o\v I I I ~ ( I O I  
nfhat c ~ ~ c ~ I I I s ~ ~ ~ I I ~ * ~ ~ ~  111' \\,;is tlepri\?ctl of tlli. \ r i ~ l ~ ~ i ~ l > l c  l)i1rgi1115; \ \ (  

I 1 1  \ ~ i l i ~ I l  rc\col.(ls t l ~ ; ~  l o11 111i11 occ.i~>ioii Illc ('on~l)tlt~~ 
1 r:;llli:e~l 10 qi\,cb 11i1i1 i l 8  C ' X C I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ L ~  iq . i l ~ l i I i ~ l '  [ l ' iICL of g1~011tl(I cs1v,\\hvr, 
\\ l1ic.11 11c ~-cfrl~<ctl to ;~c.c'cll)t. 

Govi~ieli~ ('1I1;111~1rit ~ ~ \ ' c ~ I I  l)c~cgc~(l 10 1 ~ 1  i~llo\\.c'tl to 11oltl Yi~ ' i s l l~) t l~  

i l l  ZnniIl11kld1-i right and ilgtlirl 1,1*;1yt.tl l l l i~t hi., R i ~ j  1 , ~  : ~ l t : ~ c * l ~ c . t l  lo Ilrc 
Company's dolnil~iorl for heLtcr 5ccuri t!~ i~ncl ~ ) ro lcc . l io~~ .  .It [hi* 
pcriocl. Go\,irltli~ Chilllclri~ 1,ccainc~ \o tlcstit~ltc. thal 110 cor~ltl 11ol c\w 
I~rlry his tlnily ~~ecc~l~,s;~l.ic~s of lifc. i111tl l)('gg*~(I to 1)r. ;111o\v:~(1 to live i1I 

Sirishpur \\.here i~rticlcs of con3u11ll)t io~i  \vcrcl 11111cll CIICYII)C'I-. But 
1 1 i i l  l i 1 1 i 1  \ I  i l l  I ])l'ot~:'tiol'. nor \\ ' i I> t ! l ~  Siri~ll]ltl~ 
l'n~'ycc?t~i restorcd to l ~ i m . ~ "  

1893. z\3sum and ;\9tinipur Ililtl Ilc3e1l i l l  theb ~l\eilll t i l l l~ ovvlbrull 11)- thc 
1 r 1 1 1 c  Chiturjit Sing11 clu:~r~ellccl \\~ith Gi~lllbir Siilgll iilltl flvtl 
fro111 Ci11: liar i~ild took 511cltt.r ill !?~.lhct i111cl prol)oscd to  1ni11;e 01 el 

Iris i ~ ~ t c r e s t s  in Cachnl* to  ihc  Colllpaliy and  reql~cstccl the l.Iagist!.i~tr 
of 9?.lhc>t to sCl1cl i1 1.cs1)onsiblc officer to ~nl<c., charge of hilc~ shilre."' 
-4t this j ~ ~ i i c t ~ ~ i - c .  011 thc ~ t r e n g t h  of n report (mhicll is open to 

q112stion) froin i11c C o l l ~ l ~ i ~ l ~ ~ ' ~  V;lkiI stationctl ilt Jilinti;T1)111-. Crovinrlil 
Cliniidri~ wa Y rcmovecl to  Dacca, from S\.lhet. I t  nTalc i  q~!>pcctctl 
tlltli he hat1 applied for hclp t o  the B~~rmesc.  autllority ill ASSRDI.'" 
R11t Govinela Chanclra was not lo~lg  to rcmuin i l l  ci~j)tivity. Circunl- 
staaces so011 compcblled the Briti:h Cro\~cl.nment t o  t a l t ~  h i ~ n  u11dc1 
fliy;r pi*otocti@n. 

"7 S .  P. 1 S B .  No~enlbe~. 14. No. 19.  
58 S. P. 1 8 s ,  D&emb~r 19. No. 91. 
"9 S .  P. 1893. Novdmber 114. No. 19 
"0 S .  P .  1804. Janua1.y 17. Y o .  6 .  
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hlo\.enlents of the B I I ~ I ~ ~ + c  folucc.s I ~ c - a t l ~ r ~ ~  ~o\~.m.rls t I r e  fro111 i ~ ~ r  
of C;tc.h;cr r ~ c h c d  the ei1r.s of the loc.i11 Hritish 0jfici;ll.s : ~ t  t hi. ti~urh 
n ~ ~ t l  c \ ' ~ ~ t  I ' O L I I I ~  t hch 311lall pl.ilrcil,~tlity of ('iicl~nr. no\\- I)cgii~r t llc 
i ~ ~ t c ~ ~ s i \ . c .  tlil~lomat ic. i t ~ t i \ ~ i  ties of ii \.cbry irltercst ing ~~ttturc. 011 t l ~ c *  
i t  1 c-hc.ss-I)oiird of the K t  Eafittlr11 front ier."' Cacl~ar 
c,c:c.~rpic.tl a c o n l q ~ i ~ ~ l i g  positioll n l ~ t l  the Br i t ih  were determirred 
flwn the 1~e1.y l ) ( ~ g i ~ ~ ~ i i ~ l g  not to aIlr)\v the Bt~rmese to lrsc Cadrr as 
;i spri~~gboitr(l for ~II I - [her  c.onql~c~st. 'I'lie ntq$ct.tc~tl principality of 
Ctlchi~r \Ti13 a t  ouce liftctl illto proniinc~~cc~ ;rnd the case of the help- 
1 t ~ ~ ~  ; i u t l  c~xilc(l Govind:~ Chancl~.;t s t I t  taken u p  11y the 
Ij~.itish. 

'Tho11~11 i l l  \riel\\. of the* ~ ~ < p o r t c ~ l  luo\.cbnlellt3 of 111~. Hur~~~c*.rt. 18~s  

l'o~,cc\ i111tl of the doubtful o\vlwrship of Cliaurjit o\.cbr his ,o-ci~lletl 
il~tel~csts in Cnchar, the Cnlcl~tts  Corl~lcil ditl ilot consirlcr it wise 
to accept his offer. they instructed the loci11 officcrs t o  oyc.11 
11c.got i:l t ioris wit 11 tllc YIt~nip~~~biwn prir1cc.s. Ncgotia tions ronduc.tc.tl 
\viih Chaurj i~ :~ncl Xlil:iit wcrc strongly ohjwlctl to 11y G~mhhir .  
Singh who alolic clninlcd the full so\-c.~cig~~ty of C i l~ha r  and :tsketl 
for the p~sot cct ion of' the Co~npany. '  "he Brrt ish opaned ncgot la- 
tions n.ith Gnlnhliir S i ~ ~ g h .  I , I I  t a\; lie. ni:~rlc. C ~ ; I ~ - ~ \ . C '  ; I I I C ~  ~~n~~ l i c f ;~c to r ! .  

. . .  
rcl~lics ;ln(l was tltltc.ctc.cl !nt1~1g11111~ \l . i I ] l  th ,n  J3111.nic-(1 :i~~tllor.itic~.; i l l  

ALnnil~u~.. I]( '  \ \ 'a\ lo f t  o r~ t  of c.o~lsi(lc.ra ti011 :i t  this ktaqch. 
I t  was finally scttlc(l by the Cnlcl~ttn Col~llcil that Govintlir 

Chandrrt shoulcl bc IT-inst,zted on his :~ncestrnl thronc and thal tllc 
3Lanipuriai1 brothem who had interests in thc Cachar Ilominion 
~voultl Ilc l?rovidctl with a tleql~atc ~):nsionr chfirgc~~l,lc fro111 t l ~ c  
rc\.clluc of' Cilchar pro\,icIeil t h v  1vo111d rcatlily c o ~ l s c ~ ~ t  to rt>sith 
within thc British tcrl~itory. (The cast1 of thc rchc4 Tr11ar:inl \vat 

not forgo ttcn ancl to  p! .c~c~l t f r ~ t l ~ r c  disti~~~l);~ncc.; i)n hi< ])art 1 1 ~ .  \\.i~- 

:rlso assr~rcd a ~ I ; I C F  in t lie ~ C I I C ~ : I !  : I I - ~ ; ~ I ~ ~ C ~ I I ~ ~ I I ~  of I hc C O I I I I ~  ry I hat 
W R S  to follow. TuIsrii111 W:I$ not itlle. Hc illso tried to fihh in thcl 
troublcd wntcrs of Cachnr and li:~tl ;qlrencIy callccl ill  thc Rurmcsc 
forces to assist hi111 in his :~ttc.mpt to clisposs.kk the >Za~~i l~~r r i i~ l l  
l~rothers. I n  vie\\? of this ihc local officials wc.rc instrr~ctcd to I)ring 
to n speedy closc ilegot iit t ions wit11 Cnchnr.":' They wcrr ~ I I I - t  her 
adviscd to nsk the Burmese Cornma~ltler in A4s..;ianl in thc name of 
t l ~ c  (~ovcrno~--Gcnci.:1I-in-Council to desist from invading Ci1~11ar 
thr  plal~ncl that thr  t n t c  11iid slrmtlp i,ecrl t:il;ol iln(lt1r ~ r i t i s l l  
l:rc,tcrt;o11.~4 

, S. 1'. IRY8. So\ ~ I I I ~ I V I -  JH. N o .  .i. ( l l r .  %(>I 1 ' ~  11riv11tt- l t , l ler )  

"". P.  1823. ;hrTovelrtl)~r 14.  KO.  I!). 
":I S. P.  18'53. Der~rnl~at. 19, Xi). 1 1 . 
04 ,$. P.  18.29. I\TO\.~i)l~lwr 48. N o ,  6 .  



Agree~bly t 8  tlie ribovc ii~structions, Mr. Scott itdtlressd 
Jctter to the Rr~rnlesr Governor in Assani 011 t l ~ c ~  1st.  Jir11uary, 1894, 
~*equcsting him to tlcsi~t froin tJlc attwc.k OII C a c l ~ i l r . ~ ~  A t  th(, 
.same time to p~.ctverit H. nlptrirc with the Burniesc ti11~1 to vlic~kln;~t~ 
the desigris of Govirld~c Chnildra who was S U S ~ J C C ~ ~ C ~  of I)eing in 
c~ollusion with the Burmew, Mr. S ~ o t t  ilulde a new proposal of re- 
est:~blishi~~g Govintla Charidrri on the throne under th(1 Anglo- 
Rlimlese mutual guizran tee."" This novel proposal ~ v a s  t urneci 
dowli by thc Srrl)renic Goverr~niciit on thcl plea [hilt much pl.;lthtic;\l 
niconvenience illi(l enibnnassment woultl rcbsult from l ~ c h  an nsr:\uge- 
I I I ~ I I ~ .  They rightly observe(1 that  thc Burmese could Ils\?e no 
ohjcction lo re-instating Govinda Cl~nn<l~.a, in his ancestrnl throllc. 
hut thcir ncqi~isition of :I footing in thnt country would be clcfinitcly 
I~ostil(~ to the inlcrods of the Compt~~iy and should on ao itccounl 
he iolclbalctl. They adhered to the line of artion nlrei~tly laid (low 
i~lrci agreed to lcllti s ~ ~ y l ~ o r t  to the cluinis of Govinda Chandra. 

A s  rcgi~rds the allegatioil against Govinda ChantIra thnt hc h:id 
invited ihc Rulrincsc to his , ; ~ s ~ i ~ ~ t i ~ l ~ c c ~  while addressing a liiost 

c i~ ruest  solicit:^ t ion to the 13ri t lsli Covclnn~e~lt ,  the Governor-Gcnerel- 
in-Col~ncil took a n~os t  lcn~ent ant1 realistic view of the ~na t tc r  3~1d 

opined. "Even if thcsc allcgation~ against Govind:3 Chantlra proretl 
lo I)c t r~lc ,  lic co111tl only have sought it when denicd the nssistnacr 
or the p o w r  to nhoni lie hncl for so many years appcalcd in vain." 
So thc proposal of ~ h c  1oc:qI authorities thnt a more drastic rnea~i~re 
kI1o11lrl l,c ;~cloptctl :igainst Govinda Cliandrn was tllrncd clo\vn by tlir 
('oilricil whicli 1.cgwstlcc1 his tlctt\~rtioli : ~ t  Dacca as cn~l igh ."~  

'l'hc Hurmcsc in rcaply to thc protest of i \Tr.  Scott inforiiied llle 

Ih.iti;lh Go~.c~~.i~~ilcnL that 111ey lind 1,cc.n sent I,y His Busn~c:.(~ 
&La jc.qty to ~.c\-c.,t ahlisli Govinda ('hnntln~ on tEic thronc in rcsponsr 
t o  his cni-nc,st :~y)pe;ll.''" When n l l  nppek3ls niid remonsiranceq \vent 
~lillicc~tlc~l :I tic1 thcb Rurnicuse had acl11a1l~- a c l ~ ; ~ i i c ( ~ l  towards CRCI~: I~  
f~.oni thrc.c dirc~tions, thc Briti~ll,  a s  wc ha\?(. nr\ t ;ce(l bhcforc, tool{ 
Il l( .  firs1 offcnsivc R S  it prcl11(1(\ to i h c  formal declnln tion of war. 

Menu\vh ilc negotiations were complctetl with C;ovind:t Chandrn 
and 011 the St11 March. 1824. :t treaty \\-as coilcliitled hetwcen Mr. 
Scott, Agent lo  the Govcr~ior-General ant1 Raja Govilida Challdrw 
NCrfiyi~ri of C:~~lli>r.  The  Ra j;~ plnce(1 ~ h c  co1!11[1*~~ 11ndcr the 

1;" S. 1'. 1894. Janua1.y 4, No. 14. 
" S. P. 1844, January 17, No. 9 .  
" S. P.  1894, Jmuasy I7 ,No.  6 .  
" vide letter horn the Burnlese Commander l a  lh.. ~(tolt--.\~,pcn(li\r- 

lVilron'.s Hictory of the Bnrmew War. 
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Company's protection and the British Governlent undertook to 
jxotect him from ex terrial aggrcsbion. The inter1m.l govern-t 
of the country, it was stipulated, was to bc conducted by the Raja, 
but  he was prevented froin holding any conlmunicittioll with m y  
foreign power. 111 collsidera tion of the aid pro~llised by the Company, 
the Raja agrecd to pay to t l ~ e  Britidi Govern~nent an n~lnual tribuk 
of ten thousalld siccu rupees alld the Conlpnny p r o m k d  to provide 
for the rnair~tellallce of the RIanipuriiin Prilices. I n  the event of the 
failure of tlich Cacl~ar Raj to pay tributes regularly, the 5th. article 
in tlic treaty empowered the Company to oo-upy and a t k b  h 
pe~petuity to their possessio~i a tract of Citohar sufficient for the 
future realisation of the tril1ut.e.") 

This wise and diplomatic step wl~ich brought Cachur ~uilder the 
Company's protection and which proved so indispel~sable iu ~luiil;- 
tailling the integrity and security of the casteni frontier d British 
India a t  that time, did not i ~ t  fin5.t find favour with tllc Directors 
at home. 

The motive alleged for Laking Cachar uilder their protection 
scemed to them far from satisfactory. Tlic reawn submitted by 
the Cabcatta Council that  Cachar coinmanded ;I pass througl~ 
which the Bi~rincse might invade the British ttwitory (lid 11ot carry 
conviction with thcin. Rathcr thcy rctortccl i n  turn that the sanie 
might be said of any petty state I>-ing bet\vecn the British frontier 
and the territory oP any other considerable power. They dis- 
npp~.overl of the action of the Governor-General-i1~-Coi1~1cil with 
regard to  Cachar and characterisccl it as "cnothcr instance of 
mistaken policy."i0 A series of corrcspoiidcnce follo\r.cd and at  lust 
the Court of Directors wcrc convincetl of thc wisdonl of the Caclmr 
proceedings pcrhapa in the light of tl iv si~bscqucnt linppcnings a ~ d  
finnlly approved of the action of the Govcr~~or-Gcneral-ill-Council." 

)When the war was finally concluded, Cachar \r7as given over to lew. 
Raja Govind,z Chanha.  But the Govc1.1ior-Gcncral-in-co~il 
doubted whether "the ilnbccile Govinda Chandra" would be able to 
pay the annual tribute and instrucbd thc Colnniissioner of sylhct 
to ascertain'whethcr thc Raja urns still willing to cede t l ~ c  sovereignty 
of Cachar to the Company and mhether there was any n~cmber of 
his fanlily who rnigh-t succecrl him nftcr his death." The Coinissiollcr 
informed thc Calci~tta Colincil that ciilit i n  t ion wns mnki~lp raPit1 

~9 S. P. I R ~ . $ ,  n ~ i 1  a. NO. 6. 
70 Letter from Court Auput 4, 1894. 
71 Lett& from Court Aug~~sl  9, 1RQ5. 
72 Q .  P, 18?B. Jnnr 99. No.  18. 
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~ ~ ~ g r i h r s  ill C:HCIIH T ancl t hit t t llr Ril j i ~  \ v ~ L I I ( ~  rul) t~rir~icr  I I O  tliffinlhg 
ill payi11g the t r i t ) ~ t e . ~ * j  

Set t l r r ~ l ~ ~  t 
Jaintiit \yits it sniall 1 ilitleprlldt~~r 1 ~ ~ r i i l c i p a l i t ~  llallBillg 

11 i t11  011 the boriler of Sylliet lying bet\\feen t l ~ c  K ~ I N ~  Ilillh i ~ l ~ l  l h ~ '  Killl(- 
Jair~litr. ti0111 of Cachar. It M'WS pril~ciptlly i~ihnl)ite(l 1 ) ~ '  t h ~  sicliie pcoplt: wllo 

hati oc'c'rll,iecl llle Iihiisi hills. $hil j l  in 1 ~ i i  I)cblo\v li\.cd tllc 
Ucagalct~---~l~c Iliu(111s: i t ~ ~ t l  ILluslims. 11 c.o\~ctrc~d it11 :trtatl of 3453 Sq. 
miles i111t1 the l)ol)r~li~ tion a t  thc  tinic of the S r~r~ucs t !  i~r\ l i~sio~l  was 
(1-t inittt ctl i l l  1ici11.l~. -lO,OOU.'-' As regi~rils t hc r('ligic)n of t tic* people, 
i t  nroulcl sc.enl t h ~ t  the Khnsis \vere Ile\.cr tlccyly irifl~~cnced by 
Hrahniinisnl i111(1 tliitt i t  \\'a,< only thc fitmilies of the  Haja ancl his 
lentling nobles t l l i~t  \vclrc brought. \\-ithi11 tlit. fol(l of llinclrlisni. 'l'hc 
Rajas helongcul to thc Siikta Sect wild i t  is allcgctl by Gait t l l i~ t  they - - 
kept nlivc thcb spstcnl of humall &acrificch,l.' \vl~icli I)ro~g!.h t then1 
into coliflict with the El~glish. 

The land tax was the princil)al sorurce of the  state  rcvenuc 
There \\.as no fixecl rate and it was paid citllcr ill money o r  in kind 
or  in ser\rices a t  tlie pleusure of] tllc Haja. Thc  Ii~lid revenue yielded 
the  srrni of se\rtmt yfi1.c tliousttnd rupees nncl together with finer, 
cikskoms anct ltuz(o8, the total r ~ \ ~ c l i ~ l e  nt the  ti111e of the Burmese 
i l lvas io~~ a m o ~ ~ n t c d  nearly t o  onle lakh of rupees. T h e  ~nilitarg 
force consisted of ;t sl~iall  standing. army of 200 I-Iindustani scpcrya 
nnd it is reported tha t  thc  King \VHSI able to  raise an  army of four 
thousand strong in tinic of war.. It  nus st be said t o  ihe credit of 
Jaintiii, tha t  she was the  only kingdoni on the North E a s t c n ~  frontier 
that enjoyed 1111interrul)t ed peace for illore than sixty years prior 
to the outbreak of tlie Anglo-Burmese 

Thc British cnnie into closer relation with Jaintia when the 
Burmese had thrc:ltcned to  illvnde Cachar. T o  prevent the  entry 
of the  Burnlcsc forceis into J:iinti$ and t o  establish a n  advancecl post 
there \vhich might prove a powerful check up011 the( Brlrmese in 
Assam, thc Suprcnie Go\-ernmeut tlesircd Mr. Scott t o  open 
negotiations with the rrigniag monarch, Raja Riim Singh t\lithorlt 
any further tlclap on similar t m n s  as were ofTcred to  his neighhour 
R a j a  Govindn Char~dra.~T Mr. Scott w a x  instructetl t o  c x ~ r t  
n light rcvcnuc from that  country in1 return for British pTotection.ie 

7 :  g ,  1'. 1896. Septenrljer 1.5. No. 6Y.  
P.  C .  1833. Jlu~uary 7. No. 82. - - '.! (;r?i(-Histo~.~ of Assnnl. 2nd Ed. P .  ?OR. 

:". C ,  1835. .Jatlu'ary 7. No. 8 9 .  - - ' S.  1'. 1821. .Jiu~ua~-,v 30. Nu. 18.  
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Period of Interinz LSet tlorzurl t 51 

The H ~ j i l  wus iit f i ~ t ,  i~lr\!~illing to come to trrllrs \rith the Company 
lest it bhoulcl co~n1)rouisr. the positiou of his kingdulU, 

0 1 1  the sec.olid Jal~uary,  IM4, Mr. Scott fidtlrc.s+LAtl a ~ ~ t t ~ ~  t,, 
the Bu~-nlest~ Commander in Caehar ~)~.ohil , i t in~ llinl fro111 elltc-ring 
the clo~niuion of Jai~ltiit on thc ground thibt the Raja ]lad wllght 
the p~vjt ectioll of the British (;u\~c.nlmt~n t . Tlle Burmese advanced 
on the plea that the kingdoni of Jailltia had I,t.c.o~ue 11 vassal state 
to Hi.s Hurmc~..c* &lajc~sty ))y tile conque\t of I to \,.hich i t  
formc~ly p;~id ilmil,ute and s e ~ t  w follcc ' i13  fur ;IS thy horder of 
Jaintifi to ellforce thca pre~tlncc of thch Haj ;~  R5n1 Sirlgll ;it the 
Hurmc*st~ Ca~np .  l'hcl.eon. the 1oc:il Brit is11 Ci l l i~n i~  11dw sent L\ 

detachment to reinforce the Ita ja's troops oil \\.lric.l~ t I](. Hunnesc 
party w i t h d r e ~ . ~ "  

In  the menntinle negotiations were completed nncl i l  treaty \ra* 
concluded with the Raja of Jaintiii. 'The t e r m  were similar to 
those of the treaty previously concluded with Govinda C h a n d r ~  .bU 

As the lallds in Jaintiii were chiefly granted 011 military tenure. the 
c ~ s h  revenue of the kingdom was but trifling. So no tribute was 
demanded as originally suggestetl. Mr. Scott was asked to take 
advantage of the situation and to settle :in oltl dispute regarding 
the possession of a place called "Seven ~.c.:~c.lies" \vhicIi was clailned 
by the British Government. As the lalid in dispute had b ~ e n  
l e~sed  out, according to  the custom of the conntry. to a number of 
individuals on cltdk~tin system (Allotment of land in lie11 of wages) 
wrho nrere not \villing to part with them on any money pi~ymcnt. 
this point was given 

As the subjects of Jaiiitiii were of a \~i11'1ik~ diq)o3itio11 and were 
expected to rendel- slibstantial aid as 11scf1i1 allies a sclmratc article 
\vils inserted in thc tlmeatg 1)y 1~11icl1 Raja RGm $high engaged to  
assist thc Company in thc pro$ec~ition of the war agi~inst the king 
of Avii and lo  attack the cnemy to the cast of Gililhati. The Conl- 
pany on their part promised to confer on thc Rnjs.  on the c.onqued 
of Assanl a part of that territory proportionat(& to the cbxtellt of hi.; 
exert ion in the co~nnion cause.R2 

On the occasion of Mr.  Scott's passing thr011p11 J ;~int i i~  wit11 n 

body of troops in 1894. the Raja helped him with ~uc~n and provi.-ions. 
Rut when the actt~al ~ ; i r f a r ~  co~nmenced. it is :~llegctl. hc otTr.rccl 
no effective assistance : 11c cvcn allowed tlic R111-1nc>~c tlc.tnch~l~r~lt 

79 Pdn~bd.toll's wporl: Sul~- .~t io~rs  9 R: 3 or uc-c-lio~~ ? 1'. ? I ? .  
S. P .  1834. April 6, No. 8 .  

81 S. P. 1824. April 6. No. (1. 

R", P. 1829. April 9. No. 8.  



to  renlairl iit Nurtung in thc vcrj. hcirrt of his territory il l  direct 
v ioh t io~ i  of the terms of tlic treaty, tllougli n tlcti~chnient of the 
UritisJl Brigatle \~il,:, stilt io~lccl in Jitintiii for tllc security of t h r  
country."' N'c (lo not 1<11o\v 11o\v f a r  t h ~  abovc :111c~g;1ti0ri is true. 

However when tlicb \vnr \\,as c*o~lci~dctl, 110 iuct io~~ \\Ins tttkell bF 
tho Pltramoullt Po\vc.r ngainht 13:1ja It5111 Si~igh for thv nllcgecl 
\liolittion of the trcltty. On thc con tn~ry  1 s given special 
rt\\lnrds airel \v;is cluly co~lfirmcd i l l  tlic pa~scss io~ i  of Jainti:. 

sttlement Thc British Crovc~?~m~~i \ t  clc~nrly pc~rc~i\~cel  from the  very outat 
with t ha t  the mcrc posscssioli of Citchi~r, c.ircuiil~t;tncctl a*, sllc \\!as with 
hlanipw. her weak ruler nnd clcpopulatccl .sti~tc, ~voulct offortl but  an  ineffective 

barrier to  thc inroads of th:. Burmcsc \.crcrcb the Valley of Mflnipur 
lett in their p o s ~ e s s i o n . ~ ~  So, though Ganibliil* Singh. the ablest 
of the  Manipuriiin princcs was unmilli~ig t o  enter into ncgotintio~~s 
with the  Co~nphny  a t  the tinic of thc Burmcsc invasior~ nl~dc\!'as eve11 
detected intriguing with t h ~  Burnlcsc forccs st:itioncd at Manipur,RS 
serious attenlpts wcrc madc aflcr thc conclusion of the  treaty to 
enable this rcfractory prince to  establish a n  indepcndcnt ancl strong 
Governnlcnt a t  Manipur which was t o  ac t  as  a buffer s tatc  I)ct\ve:n 
thc British ancl the  Br~rnlcsc territories. T h c  interposition of n race 
of people known t o  entertain a rooted antipathy t o  thc  Burmese 
seemed to  M r .  Scott an cffectivc l~nrrier  against t l ~ c  inroacls of thc 
B ~ r m e s e . ~ V t  was pointccl out  by  the military officcrs tha t  with 
the  assistance of the  people of M a n i p ~ ~ r ,  a body of troops lightly 
c q ~ ~ i p p e d  might a t  thc proper scnson penetrate without difficulty 
into Burma and, might, if n:cessary, frlrthcr advancc on l i v h  by n 
direct march of fiftccil d2ys and strikc a t  thc very heart of tlle 
Burmese empireS87 

But  the  King of &Ianipur had not cnough resources t o  fit out 
such an expedition. Thc  revcnuc of the country was very small ns 
public scrvice was provided for chiefly h y  personnl duties and 
taxes \\?ere paid in kind. The  only circulating inxlinm was n small 
bell-metal coin which was not pasmble clc~whcre.  The local 
circumstances of RiIanipur wcrc not favolrrable t o  the  development 
of t rade and industrics ; there merc no outlets for its produce on 
thrce sidcs and the inimical character of its ncighl~ours, thc  Burmese, 

on the  fourth ~ i d e ,  checked coinn~ercinl activities of thc 35~ i1 i~ l1 r inn~~  

83 P. C .  1833, Ja11unr.v 7, NO. 82.; PEMBEIRTON\'.S REPORT. P .  312. 
$4 S. P.  1824, April 9, No. 8 .  
p' S. P. 1823, Novenihr 48, No. 6.  
hO G .  G's minute tlated the 45th Marc11 1833. 
'' S. 'P. 1826. February 17. No. 21. 



Period of 1 ?lteri,rtl SLttletnett t 6s 

With tt scanty yoyuliitio~i of b0, 000 and n pi-lltr!. re\lelluv of HY. 10,000 

the  statc of Manipur howevthr strategicnl its position be, was 
]lot ill u positioli to check t l ~ r  Bunnese aggression.h* C;aIllhhir Singll 
was described by Captain Grant "as the ~,oore.st r c ~ i g ~ ~ i n ~  princr 
under British il~fluel~ce." So thcr British clime to his rescue. k:vew 
i~ssi~tttnce WIIS afforded to Qambhir Singh in arms and llloneg to 
recover t lie independelice of 11;s co1111t ry. A det ni-hrner~t was 

raised delio~ni~latetl as the "hlanipur Levy" which was financed ~ n t l  
officered I q 7  the Hrit i~h Govcrn~nent. Alld t o  placate Ganlbhir 
Sillgl~, i t  \vns fr~rtllcr pro1w)sed thnt c ~ c n  i f  he vor~ld fai l  to wtni~l 
the possession of hlaniyur, hc would rcccivc* ii provision in l~ncl 
tmither in Cachar or in Assam for hinlwlf allcl his f~l lo\ver~.~! '  . 

Ganlbhir Singh l~ ro \~ed  a nlost i~ ;~ l~~: tb lc  ally in tllc. .inglo- 
B~lrnlcsc War. Not only did hc. help thc. Briti>l1 Go \ . c . r~~n~c*~~ t  i l l  

c.xpelling the Br~rmcse loin C~cl ia r  but hc was nl;~inly instrr~~lrcl~tiil 
in driving out the Burniesc froni Mallipur. JTe ~dvancetf  t i .  f u r  
the Nighthee river and even drove the Burmes~   fro^^^ thc Kubo 
Vally which originally belonged to Manipr~r ant1 which Ltcr  on 
I~ccame a bone of contention between Rlanipur and Burnla. 

Subscqucntly by the treaty of Yandaho concluded il l  WPU. 
Ganlbhir Sing11 n7ils rccoguised as tlic Raja of hlanipul.. But wit11 
regard to the precise meaning of the second article of the treaty wl1icJ1 
was loosie and vague" (with rcgard to  Manipur it was stipulated 
that should Gambhir Singh desire to return to  that country hc 
shall be recognised' by the king of Av5 as Raja thereof)' a doubt w a s  

express~d and Gambhir Singh's statns as an independent king \vas 
questioned. Was Manipur to be an indepcadent kingdoln as  dcsircrl 
by the British Gbvcrnment or a mere dependency of the Bnnnesc. 
as she was before the commencement of the war ?" Tt \{?as resolvccl 
11y the Calcutta Council that  if thc Burmese rcgarded Manipur, u~hich 
they should not, as their dependency, the matter should lw settlcd 
by negotiation ant1 independent sta t11s obtained, if necessary, hy ~ o m c  
conccssioiis on the part of the British Governmcnt. It was rderred 
to  the Court of Directors a t  horn? and Rlr. Crawftlrd re~idrnt-  

" 9. C. 1 9 3 ,  Ja~iuary 7, No, 21. 
S. P. 1826, February 17. No. 01. 

* Burmese version. 
Article 2nd. The King or l3urlll1-1 slr;.ll 110 1ilol.r ha1.r cIo111illi011 over. or 

tlie directioii of the towns nid coullLry of As+ani. l l ~ e  ron~~lry of Ak-ku-bnt (Cilcllclr) 
md the country of Wa-tl~a-li (Jynleah) . IYit11 regarc1 31ai1ipi1r. i f  G l ~ t ~ - l ~ - r t t -  
Shing desires to ;~tur11 to his couil!t~.~ and remni~~ ruler. 111r king of I ~ U ~ I ~ U I  sl~nll 
not prevent or molest liim but lel liinl remuin. 
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54 l'he ,411 ,le,tau tioji o j  A#surtl 

r l rs ig~int~ for d\*ii WiIS iliatructcil lo ~ u l ~ c l  1l1r nt~~~tinivnt  tht  ' 
Burmese Clol~rt 011 the 1)oilit ilt issilt, witlior~t J)roac:Iring the hllbjec.l 

f 
dil~crctly 

Thc iibu\.t. t ~ ~ c ~ i t  t ~ ,  ,' \\.as fo t~i~t l  to be very ill clefillcd ill  ottln. i 
riaapclcts i l I ~ .  It fililcbd lu iix t l ~ t>  f~~orrt irr  li~ic uf t l r ~ l i i l r e ~ \ i ~ ~ ~  i 
I,et\vcell Burliln a11d Asst1111. To it~ljllh t tl~chs(' ( l i ffer~l~~res nlld t,, : 
effect n eo~~inirrcinl treaty na  proposed i l l  the 111iti11 t loc i~~i~ent ,  the 
Calcutta :iuthorities cleputecl Mr.  ( : r ~ \ v f ~ ~ r d  i \ b  E I I \ , O ~  I I I I ~  Resident 
Minister a t  the Court of Av5. He was itl.so e~iipo\\~tbred to discusv 
nny other points arising out of the treaty. 

On September 30. 1826, Mr. C r i ~  wfur(1 ~.c~i~c.l~i~tl  Xvi .  Thotlgh 
lie \vas well received by the cell tral autllori tich "t hc itl)pe;\ralice of a 
44,riti~h illissio~i cxcitetl i i  good (leal of uuc i~s in r~s~  o n  tlie part of tllc 
'Eoort ." Aftcr il good deal of discussion. ;I co i i~~i~e l r i a l  trtbaty \vhiel~ 
fell fnr short of the original demands  as signetl 'and 'sealed on ; 

Novcn~ber 94. 1826. with the provisioiis of which \vcb ;ire not con- 
ccrlled here. With regarc1 to  1 1 i i r  the Burmese Ministers ; 
clninletl that as accortling to article Q of the t r~ i t t y .  Raja Ganilhir 1 

I 

Singh h i d  been i~llowed to  return to  Manipur, he, l)chii~g ;ti1 i~ldepen- ; 
tlerit King, slioulcl not ~naintuiii B ~ ~ r n i e s c  or European Officers at I 

his Court. T h e  Burmese Ministers were evidently referriiig to the 
presence of Captain Grant and his nicn in Manipur. Mr .  Crawfurd 
left the cluestiou of the presence of foreigne1.s in Manipur for futurc 
discussion t h o ~ ~ g h  11e had 11cen i~lslr~acted to  discuss any question 
i~rising out of the trei~ty.  Herit it iiiust bc ii-~cniioned that though ' 
the qr~estioii of thc presence of foreigners i11 NIanipilr nras not 
sol\red, oiic of the main points of negotiations-vix. the iiidepenclent 

I 
i 

>tatus of Manip111.. \\,ils i~idirectly 1-ecognised 1)y thc Court of Xvi I 

and it 110 slnall gain. Mr .  Crawfurd ill his L U ~ I I  dc~~i~arided the i 

release of Mnnipuri and Assnrnese captives nccorcli~lg to  article 2 of , 

the treaty. T h i ~  dCmniid, tliougli ii fair onc. \\.as turned do\\.ii by 
the Burmcsc deputies who cont c~ndcd thnt thc hubject-iilat ler had 
]lot been covered by the i11ai11 treaty." As no flirther progress 
could be madc. Mr. Crawfurd, ant1 his pa r t r  canie hack to Tl~dia aid 
:\ubmitted the report to  the Vice-President in Cot~ncil : ~ t  C:ilcutt:1 
(The Goveri~or-Genchrd being away a t  Siliil;~) who mo; t severcl~ 
ciiticisetl thc l~rocedurc and concl~lct of the cnlbassy. Happily for 
hI1.. C~.nn.frird. his scrviccs n t Xr'i were ; ~ p p r ~ i i i t ~ d  by IJor(1 
Willialii Bcntinck. G'o~~e~.nor-Gc~ieral .  who ol)se~.vecl. "I clo not 
c s t in~ i~ tc  lightl). tl~cb \ . i t 1 1 1 t b  of thc point. \~irt,ii~ll)- C O I I C C ~ ~ V ~  1 ) ~  

i. 

S. Y. 1646. June 'B, No. 18. 
" Des~i's TIis-tory of tile nritisl~ Re4tle1rc.y ill R u r n ~ i ~ .  Pages 1-90. 



Period of Interi.m S ' ~ t t l n ~ p ~ ~ t  - a - ,  :J 

Bul.~ucs Rlinis t ~ r s  vix- t he rc.c.og~~itioll tllr.ir (;o\.erllmellt of 
Gambhir Singll's perfect independence . . . . . . . . . . -+ 

Fro111 the abovih it is clear t h ~ t  the cfic~~tioll of tlrcb irlclrpc.l~clc.~1t 
s t t t t~s  of Gitlllbhir Sil~gh which \\.as left ~lusettlcd the treaty of 

I r i~l ldi~I)~ illit1 which C U ~ I S ~  the sl~l>l.elllt. Govc.rlllnent nt Calcuttii 
111uch ulixious tllougl~t, p~~esc~~ltecl no scrious cliffictrltiet, " 5  liRd beell 
ayprchcl~detl. This \vii.s also colltirlliecl 1 , ~ -  the fact thilt lettel- 
r~r ia~~t t t i~ig f1'0111 the Burnlesc. C;o\~c~~-rlol- of ' I ' ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l u  ill the Ir.~-~~r.&.dd!- 
Vitllcy a t  the tin~t. of the .scttlc~n~c*nt of tlic I o ~ ~ c l r  ( l ~ ~ ~ s t i ~ ~ i  
Ijc.t\\rwn Unrlna iind Manipur iilso 1~thfel.rcd to t h e  i~ldcil)c*~~cic~iccb of 
hlanipur : I U ~  to the integrity of its ancient boulldn~.ieh.~~ 

Manipur wns iiot yet out of the \vood. A~~othe l -  difficulty of n 
seriot~s nilturc arose which ~vell uigh coiiiy~wniisctl the. indepe~~(le@,, 
posit iou of hlaniyur. Shoi-tly i~f te r  thcb restor;~tion it r r t l  l~c~ognitiol~ 
of Gam bhir Singfi ils the indepcn(lcrlt so\,creign of Jf anipur t hc* 
C~lcut tn  Cou~icil dccidecl with rather undlre l l ~ s t e  to withelraw 
subsidies payable to Rajn Gainbhir Sing11 oli i~c~oul i t  of the n~ain- 
telitlnce of [lie R'Innipi~r Le\ry."'; T h e  kil~gdolli hitd 11ot :ettled do\v11 
to n o ~ ~ i i a l  aatl peaceful activities a11(1 the troops \\rerc. busy i l l  

subduing the refracloq. hill tribes alicI IIO ollr \virs certain nbout tlie 
future design of t l ~ e  i11.rogaiit H I I ~ ~  ( I ~ S ~ I ' U I I  t I c ~  Xl7fi at~tJio~'ities. A t  
that tinle, tllc \vitll(lra\val of the Britisl~ lielp would have spit 
tlisaster to Manipur and the se~.u~.i ty of tlie whole of thc North 
Ensterr1 frontiers jvould have been greatly imperilled. for hianipur 
to the Burmese was the key to Assan1 and CRC~RI'. 

A rpirited and timely inter\lention oil thc ]>art of thc Comnli- 
ssiolier of Sylhet backed I>y Captain G ~ * a n t  wvho \\ras in chnrgc of tllc 
Manipur Levy a t  that tinie decided the fate of 3lit11ipur n11(1 savtb41 
her from premature rnin. The al~le  Co~n~nissioller ~ , o i n t ~ d  out t h ~ t  
it was alnlost essential to thc t ~ ~ n n ~ ~ ~ i l l i t ~ ,  of t hc North-Eastern 

frontier that Manipur should be lielti I,? ail idly dcvotcd to tllc. 
Company's interests nild filially oI)servcd, "It wn111d not I,c prrrdmt 
economy to risk the entire failure POI. the sakc of a few t h o l ~ s d  
rupees (Rs. 18,000 rnonthl-y) "." The subsidies and the services of 
European officers were allowed to be rolitinuecl for another nille 
months beginning with August 1896.0" This gn1.r GanlMr ~ i n g b  
much needed breathing-space to ro~lsolidntc his yositio~l. I t  ~nllrt 
be wdmitted that. ollt of a splhics of \vort hless ant1 impotent 1 1 l ~ n ~ r c 1 ' ~  

I " GG's min~le. Mag '12. 1827. No. 90. 
"I S. P. 1829, Derenlber 1 .  No. 91). 
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\\who fillet1 the st~gc.  of the North east el.^^ f ~ w l i t  ier i ~ t  t i 1 2 1 1  pel.kwj. I,,, 
\VRS the only soverc.ign \\rho S I I O W C ~  power i111d valour t h o l ~ ~ h  hi, 
htl~itls werc not t~l\\~iiys c l~a l l  its M'C shall 1 r-csc* 1utc.r 011. ' I ' h ~ c ~  the. 
spoils of the war \Irere rlisposcd of. 

~Thc highly optimistic view of the lo~itl offi(:c.r+ ~'chga~-dirig tile 
~ ~ o s i t i o ~ l  of bIniiipur as the ~llost c*ffecti\,c barrier agaii~st tile 
Burmesc aggression wils not fully shttred in by the Suprcule Govenl- 
ment. The Governor-General in his minute dtr tcd 28th XIorch, 
1893, while reviewing the nctivities of the rnilihry establishnlc~rt in 
Mn~iipur qi~estioiicd the utility of thc policy of idel~tifyin~ thtl 
British intercst with those of the petty state of Manipur which was 
scpnr~ted from the Com pany 's domiuion by an extremely difficult 
trnct of country, but from that of Avn by one of great comparative 
facility. Thc aclvilntagcs of retitiriing co~l~iect  ion with Manipur 
appeared t,o His Lordship very problematical, as the enquiries con- 
ducted by Pemberto~l and Jerikins clenrly showed ihnt the small 
state was still consitlerecl totally inco~npctcnt to clc.fcntl itself agliinst 
the Burmese invasion. But strangely speaking, to this Gambhir 
Singh and his ilIanilauri levies the Biitish Government tu~~iied ngnill 
and again for help in times of emergency. 

 tan of As soon as it was determined that both thc halves of the 
Rrahniaputra Vallcy n.ould be rctnincd by the Compnn~r, Mr. Scott 
set himself to evolve il plan for the administration of the newly 
:icquircd territories. We have seen earlier that  with regard to the 
retention of thc Eastern halP of Assam, tha British Goverilnlent were 
not certain though they had formerly ani~exed it along with Lower 
Asmii~. They kept up corl.espondence with their Agent for the 
111timxte disposal of the above t rw t .  This uncertainty of mind with 
10egarct to thc rctcntion of Upper Assam was also reflectecl in the 
lncthod of its ;zdminist ril tion. Mr. Scott'ti principle was "to make 
as little alteration in the existing institution as possible" in tbc 
cbnstern part of the co1111tis-y. But in Lower Assan1 the chai~gcs 1 1 ~  

cff ected were niore thoroughgoing ancl radical in char-actcr. 
Agreeably to the above principle, the old pcik system obtaining 

io Upper Assnm \vas practically left intact. ~ u i  in consequence of 
prcnt changcs which had talterl pla,cc in Upper Asin~n in the last fe\v 
years, Mr. Scott ordered n fresh enumerxtion of the pGks to be ~nadc  
and a I ~ C W  allotment of land for thcir maii~tenancc called "Pceyal" 
:\nd appointed a Committee of thrce A~sanzcsc of rank to pcrforni 
11ie task. 111 Uppcr A s a m  thc collection of thc i~cvcnuc ITQS placed 
t~ndcr thc gci~crnl control of the Bar Baru'~ to n.hich office mas 
nppaintcrl nn Assan!cse of ,sank and connrctcd 11y marringc wit11 the 
ex-Rnjii Gall~rnin.ith. For the clischargc Of tlic j~idicinl l,l~sillc~ss of 
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lh(1 t~ni~(.t, 1 3 ~ 1 '  l'h11kfi11 \ \ t ~ s  a p p ~ i ~ ~ t e d  c o - ~ d j u t o ~ '  to Jlr. Scott 
nut1 to this position of I l . ~ s t  i i l~d res1~01i~ilNlit~- \\'as tlppoilited t h ~  
Ijrotl~cr-in-ln\r of tile cx-Rtiji~ Chandrn Ki i i t i~ ,  ;l nlitn of talctlt ant1 
cousic1cric~)lc \vcbiillh. suith \vc.rcl 1ric.d ; I [  t l ~ e  first by 
~ I ; I I I ( ~ ~ I I ~  ('oli~lllitlc~(~s, 1'it11~'II;l~'('t$ (*o11,isli11~ of \ - f i l - i ( j l l s  ( ) f l i ~ . ~ r ,  of 
1 1  I I 1 1  1 1  10 111c- t.u.s[(,lrl of tllc rt.;illrr. 
('lni111i11;lt CilSc'\ Of l l l i l l O l m  ~ 1 1 1 ] ~ 1 ~ 1 ' ~ i ~ l l ~ ~ ~  \ \ ( b l t c b  ( l i \ I j o ~ c ( ~  of t ~ i t ] l c ~  ijy 
( ' o ~ ~ i ~ ~ l i s ~ i o ~ r c ~ r  01- 1))' I l l c h  IJill' 1'11 I I  klli111 ;I 11~1  i l l  ciI5es of seriolls nature, 
Ill;. tlui:ilb \r.chi.c ht~ltl I ) ( ~ ' c ) I . ~ ~  1 1 1 t h  j r ~ l ' i ( +  \\it11 1 1 1 ~ '  Inttcr Officer as the 
1'1'esi(lc1llt.!"' A 1 1 1 1  (.Olll'k \\'as >cnt  111) C'OI]]]JOSC'(] c)f threch 
I I I C I I ~ I ) ~  1's ;IS .J~~(lgcbs, ~ \ V O  I'i~l~(iit \ i111tI six .ASSC~ WI.\ ~ I ~ ~ C C ~ I J I Y  to  the 
I ' o ~ . I I ~ ~ I .  1 ~ : 1 ~ l i c - c 1  of them c O I I I I ~ I . ) '  1 o c l c . i i l  \ritll C H ~ J ~ ~ ; I ]  o f t~ l l c~a . "  'lip 

g ~ ~ i l t j .  \\rci-cl 1>11ni41c~tl not 1 ) ~  tlrc, cll-;cc.o~~iir~l Iiru o f  .1.4;1111 i l l  [orcc' i ~ t  

lhc t i l l lc '  Of the  S\'ill'~iItIC'\';l\ t)ui 1,)' lhcb hu~ii ; i l~c h \ ~  1,s ~,l~c\.ulelit 
i l l  tllc Coml)n~i~. ' s  tcll'l.itol*ic%s. So \lrc f i ~ ~ ( l  111ict 111,. ~)r~or.cdurc of trinl 
\ V i I S  11lai11Iy hscvi  011 l 1 1 ( ~  i ~ l d i g ~ i ~ o t ~ \  \ J ~ ~ C I I ~  \ V I I C ~ C I I ~  p ~ ~ ~ i i s l ~ n i . ~ ~ l t s  
\ ~ t & l , c ~  iiiflict ( ~ 1  : r c~-o~~( l i~ ig  lo t11:l tilor.> I ~ I I I I I : I I ~ ~ >  l:i\vs of t lie Briti511 
. y ~  t ~ l l l . ! '~  

I n  L o n w  As:nnl. :I i i  c*t1311gc~ ~ l i s  ill1 l.od~~c.c~l. 1{11le\ 
ol~tnilling i l l  t l ~ c  jrltlicial nntl ib ,b \v : i l~ l (b  ( I ( ~ ) ; I I - ~ ~ I ~ C I I ~ ( S  of' tlie nclignl 
Piv.-sitlency \f7c~ch gc.~~crall>' l i e 1  I t  TII: ,ldli .ystciii \vas 
;~l)olishcd and the  rc\.cnlle iintl j~~clicial cslul)li\l~rnc~its \vc.lac ~ ~ l t ~ c v t l  
1111dcr tlic s~~pc~*inteildcnc.c of tlic A ~ ~ ~ l i l c b i ~  S I ~ t ~ i . i s t ~ i ( l r ? r s . " ~ s  the 
t i.ncl mas to be p,~rmnncnlly ~.eti~iiicd IF tlic (loml)n~iy\.. the Cnlcu t la 
:~utho~-ities, oli tlic ~~ccoiiimcnclntion of RIr, Flcott, coiiimutctl all the 
)tfi;Ii ser\.ic.c foim ill1 nlililliil cnch ~?ay~i i cn l  Io tllcb st:ktc at tllc rate of 
Rs. S/- per mill1 nnd ihc  1 ~ 0 p l c  of T,o\\.c~ . A \ ; ~ i \ i ~ l  I ) C C . ~ I I I C  ~ Y P C  fro111 
l llc sybtcni of forcctl Inho~li~.'"" 

Theoretically, it was n g 1 ~ a 1  I;ooi~ 110 dol~l,t. 1,111 1\11.. Scott 
conimitte~l n tactical l)lui~clcr of tllc fir31 a ~ t t  Tllo~lqlr ill 

nbolishing the I,.iili systcni, he \vns nct~lntcd hy tllc highest nlotitres 
-to his \vester11 niind i t  scenl?tl to I)c nil otlio113 ~ystenl-lhc 
chniiges cffectecl n7crc so ~uddc11 and lnndical that the i1inovnlio11 
prod~icetl a great econonlic ~ c v o l u t  ion in thP c.ount I-!.. Thc  -4ssc1nle*(~ 

p.t~~tl.y were red~icctl t o  poverty o ~ c i o i ~ h l .  No ( ' l i ~ s ~  rvns left 
i~~tcr inedia tc  l)ct\v~c\n the  tiller of t l ~ c  soil tind thc s~~pre i i lc  ;r~lthority. 
The social ant1 tcoiio~uic hic~.nrcliy r~aliishcd, Thc worst ilffected 
nvere tlir ginrat iiohility of the  lalid ~vlio n r l ~ w i ~ r l y  dc~~.pnl(led on this 

I " S. C. 1R28. .July 7, No. 91. 
"' S. C. 1896, July 7, No. 45. 

S. C. 1848, Mny 4. No. 89. 
9D S. C. 1846, July 7, No. 91. 

P. P. lS?(1. November 4. No. 40. 
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.yslelu, Tllc 11 igll ~ I I I I ~ . ~  iorii~l~ics of t 11e ;I I I ~ I I ~  t I - ~ ; I  In1 \\fc~scl ,u(l,icnlv 
redllccd to a1)jcc.t l)o\.crty it11c( ~ J ( Y ~ ~ I I ~ I C '  1)ibllsio~~ctrs of the H ] i ( h l l  

(;o\-erllmc!lt i\11(1 IliI(I 10 <.kc o\ll ~ l l ( . i r  cb~ist('llt.(b 011 \1ni111 ~ ~ i t t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
,si~~~clionc.tl J r. Scaoll. .-\11c1 111ir II! ~lrc.~r~l)c.l-s of t 11c. 1-,,ya1 
f i r  I (111 tll(' I I ~ I  i o f  ( I I ( '  I of 

S I I ~ ~ I I I ~ ,  ('ii(*I~ar i111tI T I * ~ ~ ) I I ~ ; I . " "  S L Y  o ~ I ( I I , I ,  i l l  i t  C O ( I I I  t ry \\ I I ( A I X ,  111011py 

I I  \ i I t I I I 0 1 s  I ~ I I  I c l i f l i c - ~ l l t ~ ,  i l l  
r \ pnyi11g t11c I - ~ I ~ ~ > I I I I C  i l l  c ~ I ~ I I .  1 1 1 ~  i~lcI ig i>~~ol~\  C ' o r ~ r t h  c~~t:~l) l is l~(~cl  ))y 

Mr. sc~tt, l l~~\ \ ( ' \~c ' r ,  l)l.~\'ccl 10 1 ) ~  :I hIIC'('c'4s i l k  f i l ' h l .  " ' ~ ' ~ I L '  11:1Iiv(~ 

~\ . ; s~~IucM'  I I ;t loleri11)Iy c.fiicnic.li t i 1 1 1 ~ 1  +:I I iyt':ic.tol-y 

inqt rl1111c11t for ( I ~ S ~ ) ~ I ~ + ; I  lioll O F  ( ' ; \ T i 1  jr~st i ( ~ c ~ . " " ' ~  
r .  
l h c h  jutlic.ial a~ r t l  I - ~ ~ \ * ~ ~ I I I I ~ ~  1~4'oruls of 311.. $(.oil \xtc.l*e o111.y :I 

fr;wtioii uf t l ~ c *  glScbilt 1)1i111 1 1 ~  I ~ i t t l  i l l  ~ l l i ~ l ( l  so111t' of \ \ l l i i c . l ~  I I C '  tricvl to 
t1llforc.c ~ O I .  t h t h  1)c.t t ~ l r  ;rcl\.:~~icc.r~~c~lr~ of t110 B I ~ ~ I ~ I I I ~ : I ~ ) I I ~ I * ~ I  \':11l~y 
\vhicsli Ire. foulrtl 111 srlc.11 n tlcl)l*cl.;s~(l h l ; l t c h .  IIcb 11-ictl to cLl~caol~l-:~gc1 

l ~ * i ~ ( l ~ b ,  ( * O I I ~ I I ~ C ~ I * ~ ~ ~  ii~ltl ; I ~ I - ~ ( ~ L I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~  ~ t '  t I 1 c 1  I : I I I ( ~ . " "  I ) ~ O ~ ) O ~ C Y I  to 

ii]):ll't :I ~ ) O l ' ~ i O l l  Of l'('\'('lILl~' 1 ' 0 i l ~ i ~ c ~ ~ ~  fl'Oll1 1 1 1 ~ '  1 ~ 0 0 0 / f ( ! ~ '  Iilll(I\ f o r  
I ~ L >  r o ~ ~ . ; t ~ ~ ~ r c . t i o ~ l  of I ) I I I I ( ~ \ .  l)~*i(lgcss :11i(1 ro :~( l<  :11itl  for 1 1 1 i a  ( ~ I I ( , : I ~ ~ O I I  

t 1 1 ~  t I I ~ ~ ( ~ H ~ I I  of 1 1 1 c %  ~ ~ i ~ . " "  \\,:IS 1)11\~' i l l  ( I~~\~is i l ig  ; I I ~  V I : I I J O I * ~ I ~ ~ ~  

:,C~I t.111c for c lt'\,clol)il~g 11ict r c~~or~ i~c~c~s  of t lle cbollu t I,!. nlltl fo r  i n l l ) r o ~ i n g  
t hc cont l i  tion of t 110 l~c\oplc. 

Ru t  .;c.:~l'ccly I in( l  tlio n-liocs of 111t. H I I I T ~ ; I  \\.:II' tlic.tl  tlon.11 ant1 
t h C  ~ o u ~ i t l - j ~  scltlcvl (lo\\-11 io n rc\g111;11- q)'st(\111 of ;~~ l i t i i i l i s t~~ :~ t i l io  so 

:il)ly pl:i 1111evl I>,I. 311.. S ~ o t  t \ \ . I I ~ > I I  ~ I I * I I I * I + C ( I ~ ~ O I I . ;  ;11i(1 rcl~cllio~is l )~-okc 
0111 ill quick sr~(~ceqsio~i "i11 ~ v l l i ( * l i  i l l1  t ~ o ~ ~ ~ l ) i ~ l c ~ ( I  t o  (l~.i\r(> iI1(1 1<1iglis11 

\ 
011 1 of t h e  e3~)~~~ltr j7." '" :  I t \\.;I.; :I r l i ~ i  t c ~ l  fl-on t I)lossfhcl Cllalltlri~ 

Kiil~til, connivt~cl ~ I I  1 I 5 : ~ ~ ~ I h o r i ~ j -  an(l lctl hv thc ex- 
fllrlct ioilal.ic$ of thc ,11101~ G o \ . c r ~ i ~ n c ~ ~ t .  

"' 1'. 1'. LRL?G, x \ ~ ~ ~ . e i i ~ l ~ r  4, &. 40. 
"" S. C .  1848, May 2, No. 13. 
'"'I 1'. P. lH(?ti. October 13. KO. 44-1 .7 .  
"" C .  S. 1 S 2 i .  AI':IYC.IL !). XO. IS.  
I"' P. P. 1 S3:i. I+ln-rlirr. 1 I .  KO. ! )I  . 



r 3 1J1e ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I I I c ~ ~ ~  1 1 o I ) i l i I ~ .  \\,11c,hcb t ~ ~ ~ ( * ( - s t o r \  1 . 1 1 1 c b t 1  tIip ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 all^)' for 1lCii1'1). b i ~  j l l l l l ( l l ' ~ ' ( 1  ) C'iil', illl(I 1 1 l o l l o ~ ~ o ~ i h c ~ ~  it11 ille ])~.;\.ilcg(~s 

811(1 ~ 3 ~ ~ C ~ l l i h ~ t C \  Of r~ilIII1. di(1 1101 t i ~ I < ( n  y o  ( l ~ ~ i t b I l y  to t ] ~ ~  pc~ l* l l~ i~ l l~ l l t  

o c c r ~ p a t i u ~ ~  o f  t l~ei r  fail. \ . i ~ l I ~ ~ ) *  1,)- t l l r -  l j ~ - i t i \ l ~ .  '1'11vy t11c111gl1t i111tl 

u o t  \vi ~ I I O I I  t I H ~ Y ' ( Y I V I I ~ *  I IO\ \~  t11it1 t lic 13111.1nc-sv 11;ltl I)t.c1l t-spc~ll~tl  
tl t l t l  Iii\\' i ~ l l t l  o~ t l t~ l '  ~ . ~ s t o ~ * ( ~ t l .  t h n t  1 1 1 ~  fol.ca~b of 111e Conlpany ,110111tl 

\\.jthdl'~\\' ilS ~ c ' ~ c ) I ' c  l I l i i ~ ' i 1 1 ~  0 1 1 ~  of t l l c '  cl;iillii~llf~ S\vargad~\l ; i  on 
t l ~ c ~ i i ~  211l~e3t1~i11 ~ I I Y O I I C .  'l'llcx prc)111iw of i l l e  BVLI~:II C ; o \ . c ~ r ~ ~ ~ i l v ~ ~ t  

llliltle OII t l l ~  c\.cb of A11~lo-B11111lc~sc~ j\*iir :111(1 I I I V  I1i11t illg :~cInii~li+ 

t~'i~li\.c' 111~fisr11~e.s of 311.. Scott so ~ ' ; I I *  : I %  111c.). ~ . c s l i ~ t  c s t l  Io 111(' <;o\-c~rnme~it 

of tTr)]lt'l' *'~billll gi1l.c' 110 ~ ~ o I I ~ ) ~  :I f i l l i j )  10  t t l o i l -  I IO] ) (  \ i11l(1 :Is])il';lLioll~. 

BLlt tllc' ~ 1 ' i ~ ; ~ I l  \\I10 ('iilll(' ilS ~ i l \ ' ;~ l l l ' ,  i l l l ( I  ~ ' : l ] ) ~ l l l ' ( ' ~ ]  t l l ~ '  ~11li4~~11il~~Ol~ 

of t h c  Ahsi~inc.sc 11ol)ility 1 ) ~  t l c ~ l i i ~ i n ~  011 t l l ~  e\.c. of the. -41lgl0- 

Bnr~nc,scb co1lflic.t tliilt they hacl no i l l tel~t io~l  o f  :r~liic\ing any pol.tion 
of t h c h  R~nhl i i i~ l>r~t  1.n VaTIc~y. p~-~fcr~-cv l  t o   st;^^. ;I- C ' O L ~ ~ I I C I ' ~ I ~ S  : I I I ~  cli(1 
llot c\yell colltlc~sccntl to I r i ~ n e l  o\.c,i. 1 1 1 ~  1 1 1 ) p e ~ l -  1)ortioll of 111(1 \r;~lle\. 

though rc~l)c~atc~tlly n l ~ t l  \tl'ollgIy r~c~c.oi~lnlc~l~(li.tl to (10 ko 1)y Mr. $cott. 
Ihct nliill on i h c ~  >pot. 311.. Scott \vho h n t l  his fillgel. 011 t h c  ]>l~l.(' 

of [he iiatioil ap1)i~ellcnclccl 11.on1)lc.s ;111(1 1)1~01~os(~c~ 10 sootlle ;\\\-a\. 

the rr~ffled fec>lillgs of lhc. :Is~i~nic?c~ 11ol)ility 1)). allojvillg tl1(,111 to 
1'Lllc' ilt l ~ i i s t  the 11])p("1' ] ) ; \~ ' t  of th(' (10111ilill. CiII('llIti1 COllll~'i1 

dcc.itlec1 othel-\vise nnd triccl to pli~cil t c 1 1 i t \ 1 ~  1)y c'li~plo~.illg t l lL~l~l  i l l  

responsible posts ill th,- j~ldicii~l i ~ l i t l  T C Y ( * I ~ ~ I ~ ~  ( ~ c I ) ; I I ' ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ ~  S. the' 
A4<sn~rir.~c ~ i o l ~ i l i ~ y  1no.l of \~.lroili-l- \vcl.kt l*cv111(-~(1  to crr,;l t illibc r\. h. 
the  change of nlnstc*~- and 1)y thc al)olitioll of t11e piili bysteln. 1~c1.c 
iiot s o  c \n>i lg  t o  1,c ~.cconc.il(.d. Tlic resr~lt \\ . ;~s tlic or~tl,rcilk. after 
;I short illtcr\.ill of ljro ~ C N I ' S  >ili('c the c1xl)~llsiou of ihc R I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ o .  
of il sc.~-ic.s of i~ , \ l l l '~~c~~t io , i .  : ~ n d  i.cl,c~llioiis ill I\-hic.11 colnl)illivl t o  

* Cilpli~i~l ~\'elsl~ n11t1 llis ~nlcll retirt-d ;~Tler restol.i~l~ la\\. iind 0r.d~-r i l l  . ~ S M I I I .  

f Amollgs[ PIle persolls nlcjst af lh. l tyl  \\.(*I.C~ Illr c>~-oHic~c.rs t , f  st:~tc*. R~. t t l l~~~i l l? ; .  

1e;ll.iied Palidits i111d t11e ~ ~ ) i ~ . i t u ; ~ l  tei~c.11~1'~ or 1 1 1 ~  111tll1i111dt-s t.c~llrd 

. - Gosains iogtvlllcl- \\-it11 the fa~~lilirs of t11e dcr~-c.;~sed ~ I I V I I  of T R I I ~  n11c1 IIlt: 

reltitions ol' t l ~ e  princes \yho 11ad i t [  cliffer~111 tirnes ruled lhe cso~lllr?'. 



[lrivr the Elrglisll ollt of t l l l b  coulll I.),. ' ~ ' I I ( . * ~ c  i i l ~ t l ~ ~ ~ * c c I  I ~ I I S  I]iullgl1 

short-livccl a~lcl futile, kcl)t t l ~ t '  l l l . i t i ~ 1 1  octn~llrit.tl tor ~riorc\ tl l i111 fol l r  

r s  i t 1 1 1  I I I I I Fro111 l illlo to t ill1cb r.c.c.lt~c.c~tl 1 l l C  

cou~ltry to a s tntc  of cIl;~os ii11cI c . o~ l fus io~~  1 1 1 ~ .  lilies ot' \ \ , l r ic , l l  Iri1(l 
yrev~ilccl bcforc t l ~ e  csl)rll.sioli of t I I ~ .  13l1rillc.s:'. 

1'11(. fil-st rt~l)rllioll I ) ~ ~ o k ( l  o r ~ t  l o \ \ . i ~ l ~ l h  1 1 1 t 3  t 5 1 i ~ 1  of 18% \\.ill) 1 1 1 , ~ ~  
colii~i\.;illcc~ o f  ~ I I C  I J I I ~ I I ~ ( ' S C  ~ I I I  tlloril). i111t1 I I I I I I L  I' I I I C  ( l i l 'c l ( - t  lt~i1tIi~rs11i~1 

of t l l C  ex-ft~ll~tio~lill*i?s of i\s>iIlII \\.]lo S C ' ~  111) oil(' (;iit1!1(111;11', ; I  ~ ) l ' i l l v o  

of thc ro~i11 blootl ;is 111cbir  k i l~g .  '1'11~. fil.sI r . , , l ) c . l l i o l ~  tIro11~11 c.rr15llc.d 

~ l l t \ ~ ~ i l ' i ~ l j ~  \\';IS 11i)l ~ ~ 1 1 1 ) ~  c s l ' i l ( l i ( ' i l  (('(1 i l l ] (  1 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ ~  .' i l h  i l ~ ~ ~ ! ~ i l l ~ l l l l ~ ~ t ~  ilg:~i]l 

ill tlie bcgi~lllir~g of IS:iU. I I I I ( I I ' ~  t l ~ t s  . s ( i ~ ~ ~ ( l i ~ r t l  o f  ; I  I IC\I .  ~ ; i * ( , ~ t ~ r i ( l ~ r  

lli\~ll;'il R i ~ l ) ~ l ~ : i ~ l ( l .  S I I I ) ~ : ( . ) L ' I ~ ~ I  1))- 111(' I ' C ~ I I I I ~ I ~ I ~ S  of t11(' origilii~l cull- 

hl~ir~ltors.  TIIC i I I I I I I I  i t  rl'~.o~~l)lv 
\vris also brC\\.illg i l l  t l ~ c  \ \ . ( b ~ t  i 111 t l  111; 1il1;1sis 1)1*01.;(~ 0111.  i l l  O ~ N ~ I I  

rebcllioll to\\v:tl*cls tlic I ) cg i~ l~ r i l~g  of I I t  \\.:Is ;I  I I I O S ~  ~ ' o I ~ I I ~ ; ( I ~ I I ) I o  
I 0 1  r c l l l i c ~ ~ .  T L i ~ r k v t l  111) \ \ . i l l 1  1 I 1 ( .  sc~cr~lltl r c l ) ~ l l i o ~ l  i111t1 

iilso acting ill  i ~ 1 1 ~ ~ i . t  \ \ . i l l 1  l 1 1 t s  $ i ~ ~ g j l l ~ o  ~ I I ~ I I I ' I - ( Y - I ~ O I I  \ \ . l ~ i c . I ~  I ) I I I - ~ ~  O I I ~  

~ I I C  y ~ a i r  1830, i t  C ' ~ L ~ I Y V ( I  ~ I I ~ I I - I I I  ; I I I ( I  ~ < ) 1 1 h 1 ( ~ ~ 1 1 i t t i ( ) l 1  ; I I I ( I  ~ I I c *  \YIIOI: 
Of l h ~ a l l l  \\'it8 ill i I  ~ t t t f t '  O f  ~ ' ~ ~ ' i t ~ ' 1 1 1 t ' l l ~ .  ' ~ I I c '  ~il1gl)~lO ~ 1 1 ~ ~ l l l ' ~ i O ~ i  i I 1 I O  

llie sccoiicl rcsislniicc of t l i t .  ;Jssal~lc-sc ~lol)ilitj. I \ - ~ I T  c*i~sil). I ) c u l e l ~  
off ils before, 1)11t the h i l ~ ~ t l ?  i111(I t 1 - 1 ~  slrll-(ly ~<ll?isis l i~] ; t  1-ight 
going 011 i n  tlieir I I ~ O ~ I I ~  t i1 i11  holilcs i111t1 fast I ~ C ' S S ~ S  ;111(1 111 ;' ( 'OLI~I  try 
si~\\r the prospect of tllc 1)wcificiitioli 0111~ '  \\,licll their Ic ; l t l~ r  l ' i l u t  

Sing11 niadcl his sul)mi:sion to \ \ - i~~ . t l s  1 1 1 ~  I ) ( 'g i l~ l~ i l~g  of 1S:i:i. 
Il'hesc. rebc~ll io~~s tlroilgli ~ ~ l ~ . ~ l ~ c . c c ) h s f r l l  1101 ollly thro\ \  ;I Iiootl of 

light on i-hc intrigr~ing ~1lul~;lc.Ic.r ant  l ~ - c s t l c ~ s ~  cllc ~.g). of 111(: .4ssii1ncst. 

l!col,le. but iilso tclstif). to t l l c h  orgii~~isillg i 1 1 , i l i t ~ .  i ~ n t l  frc~c:dollilo\lil~g 

spirit of thc I<h<sis \ \ . l~o ulntlc. il tlcit:~-lni~ie(l ir11(1 l): '~-hc\.c*ril~g i ~ ~ . l c ~ n l ) l  

to ::ubvert the. 11c.\\- rcgilllc.. 1 ' 1 1 ~ > .  I ~ i i t l  110 ~*c~sot~~-c*cs i l l  111('11 ;III(I 

~no~ lcy ,  I hey f o r ~ g l ~ l .  ~ ~ l i c l r ' l .  t l ~ c .  I ~ I O S L  I ~ i r  ffling ~ i ~ . ~ ~ ~ l l l ~ l i i l l c ~ ~ ,  ;11lt1 yet 

t l l ~ y  pllk 111) tl 11c'J'Oi~ fig'])[ i I l l ( 1  ] > Y O ( ~ I I ~ ~ ~ V ~  ~ ( A ~ I ( ~ : ~ I ~ S  \ I , ~ o  \~.J,lIllg ljl'ili~~' 

even from their :~tl\~c~l~snl-ic.s. It is sai(1 tl~iit  L.:,II~II(I it  I I  I I I L ~ F ~ ~ ~  l ) l ~ t s  
\vcrcb C~llaiitllx Kintq ;]nil his atl\.isc\rs.l 

Thcs? i ~ t t c ~ ~ l : t ~ ,  iliorlgll f r l t i lc .  i111(1 ~11il11,'~'icill i l l  t1eigll. \IrCI'C 

no t  ~na t l c  i l l  \rain. I'hc task of co1l.5oIitli1tioll ; ~ I I O  rc~conciliiitiol~ 
\vent hairtl i l l  h;lntl all t l  \vhilc. t l ~ c .  c~-lioc~s of 111c litst shots filsrtl a t  
thc I<hr!si ~~cbel..: \\,cr:\ tlyillg i~n.:~:. i l l  t l ~ : ~  l~ills ill 1 . 1 , ~  \\-c.,<t, a n;lti\-c 

~ : l ' i l ~ t  c was i.c\storc~I to thc t h ~ ~ o l l c ~  of his ~III(::.SI 01's i l l  the. c i~s t  ant1 
a t  Ii~st t l ~ c  v i s i o ~ ~  of 311-. Scott \\.;I. f l ~ l f i l l c ~ l ,  tho11g11 his nlnstcr n ~ i n ( l  
\vns not thc.1.c. I o  s f  c t l ~ c b  Iinill c*ollsrliilm:llic)l~ of his .;\\.isc. l~o l i c~ . .  

P. P. 1855. Fel>rui~~-,v 11. No. 01. 



P E C' 'I' I 0 I\ . I .  

P. P. 1A31. . J u I I ~ -  l o .  S o .  .io. 
S. C .  IHSO. > ~ I I I . ~ * ~ I  19 .  No. 15. 

a s. c. 1 s : ~ ~  ~ r i l 1 ~ ( . i l  19.  NCI. 12.  



The A~hne,~.(ition of Assunc 

their fclll& rrlnt iive I t  I SCCIIRII T i l ~ ~ n l ~ i . e ,  BILL. K 0 0 1 1 \ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , l t  

wllo \yus sellt tlo\!'ll ilS il pl'ebcblll LO tlnh HLll?klC~(~ 1)rillc.e 1)j' tile tllel, 
j~ J ~ ~ c b h \ \ . i l r  Sillgll.* 'rllih IillI)', i t  l'lhp(~rtc(l, \fri1h ~ r ~ ~ ) s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ] ~ .  

llliirric.tl lo t h e .  hc.ir-i11)pt1rc~ii1 Ui>g)*i(lu\\~ \vho in 1819 I ) ~ c H ~ ~ ~ ( *  thy 
Enlpt\rol- UP i ~ .  i . \ ~ s i l ~ ~ l t b h ~  i c e *  t i  grci~[ 

fi\~*eIl~li,n~')' ()\ 'car l l ( ' lb  I l l t h ~ ~ i l l 1 ~ ~ ,  i l l l 4 I  i l l t ~ ( ' ~ ? ~ l l l ~ ~ ) '  l l l ' ~ ( ' ( 1  A r ~ j ~ ~ t ~  - 
10 pli~ee Ilcr b ~ t  I1c.r "'1 tit11 ; \ Ie l~di~"  011 l l ~ c  t l~~ .o l t t~  of :i~hi1111. ,It 
first I I i h  31iijest,v, i t  is rcyortecl, trlri1c.d u clci~f cbi l r  t o  the I I I I I . ~ . H S O ~ ~ -  

i ~ l ) l c b  1)1'~>'t'r of IIICI I 1)111 t i  u11t I her c-onsttt~~\ 
i~llport unitic\ ;I t l c ~ ~ g  t l l  1 1 c b  c.o~~sc.lilc~tl to iillo\\. t l ~ c  1)ortlcr t ~ ~ i l ) ~ s  to 

111i1k~ it11 inl.oi~tl i l l t o  t h t ,  ]~ro\,i~~c.cu of iI*si1111. 1 1 ~  i ~ I b t )  i ~~s l r~~c t (bc i  
C ~ ~ I C ' ~ ' I I ' ~  FiltIll'l' 1)hllt00\\ i I  o l l i l l  ( \ \  110 I l i ~ t l  I~ct.11 ritihctl l o  lligIl 

l ' o s i t i o ~ ~ )  t o  t l c . l ) r~ t (>  I l i \  so11 (;it~ltTtll~i~~- to s01111tl I11e .4ssii111c.s~ 110))1(11 

i1l l t I  to i ~ ~ ( ' t ' l ' t i l i l l  110\ \  f i l l '  t1lc.y \V(\l8c \\illillg to ht '~ 'ol l (1  t l l ~ '  \ i('\\h Of 

tlttb ( ' 0 ~ 1 . t  of .\\ ; I .  '1'11(, w i t l  (;i\tl'l{lh;~r \\-cis f~11~tllc.r clli~rgc.tl ]\.it11 

t11i. ti1.k of i~.ccl*l t~i l t i~~g I hv 1111liil)cr i l n t l  tlispo5il ion of tllc. 13rit is11 
Eo1.c.t s i l l  Absi~lil .~ 

\Ye. (lo iiot klio\\ Ira\\ fill. t Iris \rcl~-siou of t11(~ s t u ~ ~ ) .  gi~tllcrctl 
f1.0111 t h c ~  : t a t  ~1lic1iL of t11e l)retcl~~(lcbr is t ~ L I V  ill (IelitiI,  IJII t fro111 all 
i ic~~or~l i t s  i t  i h  ellear t h i ~  t tllc chlupcbror of Brirnl;~ \vil\ pri\ y to  thc  
plan-nrhicl~ \vils c~owo1)ol.a tecl b ~ r  s~lk)scclir cllt c\-cnts. B I I ~  Hi\ 
R l i ~ j e s t ~  cllosc to relilt~iii i l l  tllc l);~c.kgroi~~ld-iii ;I  s:lt'ch t l is l i~l~ce-  

r c i t t l ~  to tl~ro\v thth h l a i ~ i ~  oti liis ii~suI)ortlinalc I,ortl(~i. 11.iI)cs in i h c  
t\\-cbn t of sril)secl~t~rlt f i i i l 1 1 1 , ~  or tletcctiotr. 

\Yhilc ihe plot to s i ~ l ) \ - c ~ t  t l i ( \  B~.itish reg in~c  i l l  . l s s i ~ n ~  \\.;is l ) r ing  
11;rtchetl ill  13rtr1nn u1ldc11. tIi(1 c-o~~ni\.i~ncc> of t l ~ c  Cot11.t of .Xvii, t h e  
cl i~nflcct~d 11oI)ility i l l  ;\.hi1111 \\ crc no t  itllc. 'I'h(by \\-cry nlol>ilising 

t h t  ir :~v:~ilitl)lt~ rclhot~i.cc. ii11t1 looking i11)oitt for ;in oljpo~'tuoit' lo 

btrikc at thc root o f  tile 11c\\-l~, f01111dctl 13lniti.;ll Raj. ' I ' l l i~L lvil' 

to\\.i~rtl.; t11c. entl of 1848. 'I'lic t i ~ n e  ;11so n. 1lloh1 ol,porlr~nc on[' 
for tlitbn~. TIIC l)uIitici~l :\gent \Y:IG t ~ l ) s v ~ ~ t  f~-0111 S:icliy? for :I 1011$ 
lilnr. T11rc~ c.oulp:i~~ic.s of tllc fift~v-fo11l.lll l i cg io~cl l l  n-ctnc : ~ l r c ~ a d ~  



\ \ ' i t l l ( ~ l ' H \ \ ' l 1  f1'01ll I < i l ~ f ~ ' l ' l l  ikhhillll iillcl tll.*l'~' \\';(\ il I'lllllollr ~[]1'1'cllt tIlil[ 
troolh \ \ ' ~ ~ r c  30011 #)illg to  (lllit U P ~ ~ I '  = \ ~ ~ i i n l .  '1'11~ itljl~flr('~ItIy ill- 
i~t lc~~uul(~l .v tlcfc~ldcvl di t tc  of I 'ppc~. . l ~ h i j ~ ~ k  , , Q ~ ) ~ ~  t . l l l t ,~l t lelrr .( l  1 I , ~ .  
c ~ ~ l ~ s l , ~ r ; t t ~ ~ . . s  lo  ~ I ( . ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ C  t l~c~ir  htrc.11~t11. 

-41 thc 1)s~'elrologic.trl 1llu1ll~'llt-C;~ltI;idI1i1r SilrKll , ( , I I  

( 1 1 ~ .  -011 of ,\s.s;1111 ~ I I  I I I ~ .  g l~ ib i~  o f  ;I l i l l i j l ~ l t i  l'rit-\( lo .o\t t l l r h  ,cc(l. 

0 1  c i i k c ~ ~ l l t c ' l l t . "  1 tilast i ~ i i  its it 1 1  f~ I l le  Urili411 
; ~ ( l [ l l O l ' i t  !'. i 1 1 1 ~ 1  iMI(11'~'s-c'tl it  I(.tt('ls to ('al)tttill S ~ . [ l f \ . i l l ~ .  tl1c. Ix,ljlic.fil 
.\gclilL ill  t7])])t>l' ~ I ~ k i I l I l ,  ljl'ilJ'il1g t I l i I [  ] I ( *  ~lligllt i+llO\\ t o  r L ~ e i ~ t b  
1 1 1 ~  i'01lllLl') i1.s ii ItilJ fl'0111 ill(? I l i l l l ( I \  of 111~' ('OlIll)itll>'. 1 1 ~  C'it  ed t t l c a  

I'l'~t.('(lillt t l l i l l  ;I5 fol'~lli?l'l~ Ci1l)tililI \Vcl l \ l l  cllao\ c. i1H.H). 111:. )[03~~lririil. 
; I I I ~  ~.csto~*c~tl thcl C O I I I ~ ~ I . ? .  lo l i i i j i t  ( ; a~~r in i l l r  so tlr,. ('ulfil);ll1>. $lruul(l 
Ilo\\. hitlltl o\'cLl. the ~o11lltl'J' to Ililli, no\!' ~ I l i l L  111(* nllrlllrsc Iliitl I,(.c.li 

elt4'cttlc.cl i t ~ r t i  ~xl)c~llc(l. I4c. pron~isccl to 1-1l1e the t ollnt r17 ;icc.orcli~rg 
l o  t I r e  \visllc.s of t l l ~  lG1i~lisl1." 'I'hih . s ~ i l ~ l ) l i ~ i ~  li011 \!';is it 111erc I.II\C 

. . 
OII  l l i h  1):irl 10 clisarin tlic suspiuio~~ \vl~ic.h I~is ;rct ;\.it ics \ v ~ ~ I . ( .  11h~1y 
lo 1-;1isc1 i l l  lllc ~~lincls  oi the Uriti.sli offic*rrb. l i ~  ict the hi~nlc. tin,(% 
illc.ite(l tlle sc.po>.s Lo kill thc. Englisl~ i111(1 pl-oluisc~tl ~ I I ~ I ~ I  11cttc.r pil) 
I i s  1 j i  A1 this stagc Ilc' \vi13 ,t.iz/.c.d 1111011 I)? tllc d i < g r u ~ ~ t l ~ * d  
~loblcs ~vllo fr11l)- c.xl)loitc.tl l ~ i l i l  to ,-er\-c t l~e i r  O\\.II l~oliljcal cl~-sigl~\ .  

T 1 1 i h  pri11ce (lid ]lot 1)0s.(~s+ l )cr~o~i ; i l  \\xlgI~t or i11fl11(>11(,,> ; I I I C ~  

cilsil). ;~llo\\.ctl 11ili1sc.lf to I)(> n~:l(ic. ;I I I t i  I I I  T11c- 
lifijg11r11 \vt~s sunlniol~ecl, pr;~c.tisccl his i~i;lgicli~l cl~;il*n~s ;111(1 pricsll:' 
cla;lfts up011 11i1il ri11c1 d(v'lar(~(1 lli111 to  11,' l)ohsc'ss('(l o f  IliRll ~ O ~ ~ I I I I I '  

i111tl I.iiIue cl~l;~lifical ion. .\ hi110 of reg;llily \\.:IS c.irsl ti1;01111tl lli111 i ~ l l t l  

I I ~ .  ~ - o + c .  high ill tllct c'btccnl of lli3 follo\\.i~r3. 'I'l1(1 p~-i~~c-ipill  I ( Y I ( I ( - I ~ ~  
of the plot I V ~ I Y ~  tlic D;III;I 1'1111kit11, t11c l I i i ~ ~ t ~ * i  I) l~:~r~~i: t( l l~: ir  :l~ul 
the I(l1iilnti Bu~*Iifi C;ohi~i~i \ \ I I o  ~ - c b . l c * t l  111c.ir 11cq)c.s 111)on :ls*i-l;4nca(' 
illl(l co-op(wtio11 frnlll ot11t.1-s of n1ol.c. \\ c.ight :11ltl i~rfluc~~c.c~. '1'111. 

plot \VRS \vc.ll laid 110 tlatil)l: (;nd:?tlhal c*nrl.rsl)o~~tlctl \\'it11 the' Ilnl* 
Bi~r~li i ,  the Bar P I ~ r l l i ; ~ ~  :11ld otlirl. e s - f~~nc . \ io~ l ;~~- ic ,  of tl1(1 oI(1 caor~l.l i111cl 
solicited their hcIlr n l ~ d  ro-opwa t iol~.  Tbc. i~(l\-icc. 11r p) t flunl tlir 
cx-B~~rhG Gohiiin, c.i~lIctl Penli;~r. \v;ls ycl-y C R I I ~ ~ O I I *  ailcl v;rlu~~l)le. -41 
l hat t iwc the ex-Bll~-hfi Gollil ill \VH s ill c'o113t;illt lo11(*11 \\lit 11 COIOIIC'I 
Cooper an(] Cnpta i~i  NeufviIIc. At the ~ i ~ l i l c  tilnr he \vea . * C C W ~ ~ F  

ncyotiatil~g with prillrc \vitIlotl[ iaihinq the 1cn.l I .  

rl(yihtrd tile i,ro\prcl 5 of tllc vrnt urc all0 :~dvist*d thib p r ~ t  en(lcbr 
lo act ill hurrJ.. At the qamc tilllr hc \\-iskc(l i t  wrrrsq wit11 rill 
11;s heart slid finnll~- p~.olni...cd to  joill \vhe~r sllccheq.; \\.a4 ~ l n ~ o s t  
ccrtnin. 

S. ('. 1890. March 10. KO. IQ. 
9. C'. 1830. March 14. No. 15(1) .  

S, C. 1890. June 45, No. 4. 



S. C .  1830. Mal.cli 14, No. lo.  
" S. (:. 1830. March 19, No. 13R. 

S. C'. 1830. hInrc.11 12, No. I? .  
I' S. C. 1825, December 4. No. 10. 



The First Iiebcllion 

ilnslr(liutelp put illto ll:e llullds of the l'uliticnl ~ i e n t  letters 
u&lrc.ssetl to lllerll b)' the ))retc.llclcr i r ~ i t l  t l ~ c  \vllolc &zled out.1.: 

C'tll)ttiili Ncuf\.ilIe lost 110 t i~llc i l l  ti~killg c'0l11ltttr-n:ctl~11rty. i i e  
inlmetlintel~r , s~ ' l~ t  ofl' 111lder t l l C  (~o11lnl1111(l I,i( I I ~ C ' I I ~ I ~ ~  Rutherlorti 

]i~l'#.(' ;I ( 1 ~ ~ i l ~ l l l l l ~ l l 1  of j l is  0 \ 2  11 Hb h t  (Ic .c ' I~Ic(I  ,)rli(]e11t (0 (IrH\\. 
i ( ~ r ; ~ ~ r  fro11: tl1c >t:11io11. 1 1 ~  11i111~cli' ~ Y I I I I ~  ]lot t i tkc t 11~  fithid lt.,t 
t l~nt  ~~lerrsurc shoultl gi\*e ul~cluc. in~porttillcc lo lllc affair 
inci'tnsc the gell('rilI L)HIIIC'. 1 ' 1 1 ~  ])arty led 1 ) ~ '  ,$,'ubedbr Baijdth 
Singh uict the i l~surgei i t~  u t  l)co~.;iy,;\r i ~ c l  clisl,ersc~cl tllc. pri11ce ant1 
11;s follo\vc~'s \\?ho flu1 after n ~nisc~m:~l)lc ;~t tc  111pt lit y ~ ~ j s t a l l ~ e .  TWO 
of his pl-i~lcil~nl follo\vcrs \\.clme scizetl in nrnls. I'lle dispositions werc 
excellclltly lilltdc Iju t thta l,lsincch, o\\ling to the n~isninnngc~tncnt of 
the guitlc, cfi'cctcd his c1scn~~c ;tlitl \\.it11 t l ~ c  r c l ~ l ~ ~ n i ~ t s  of Ilis pnrty 
retired to tllc Niigii I l i l l~ . '~  

Lt. 1tuthc.lforci follo\\cbcl l l i l l i  111)to Illlll\\'~ll 1111(1 dt1h)3atc11~d 
lcticrs to the N5gG cliiefs of U U V ~ I  ( ' I io \~ki( l~l i~r  rcqtiesti~lg then: to  
iippWh~ lid the ~1~etei1rlc.r i31ltl I ~ i b  follo\vc~~.~. In t llc trlei~~ltilnc thc 
St~Dedol. of the Ahsr~nlcse lnilitia lli\(l S~I ( 'CC~ZCJCCI  i l l  seizi~lg the 1,rii:cc'h 
fanlily il~clutli~lg his n~oihcr,  \\.ifc alltl hislcrs. Ilt. Ruthcrfonl 
inier\.ie\vccl the priilcc's molller :111(1 ~~cqucstc.(l Ilcl to indl~ct- hc-I, so11 
to surrencier, holding ollt so111(\ Ilol>c,\ of 111c1-c>. i ~ r  C.II\(> of \,c,l~rl~tnry 
and  carly surreiider, 

The* pretcntlel. roiimrtl f~soni j1111glc to jungle and eludeti scarclr 
for somc time. IIe \\.as forsaken by Innny of his follo\vcrs. He \vtrq 

tlcsc~.ted clTen l)y I l i b  yrincil~til ally, the Kh511iti Burl15 Goliuil~. .it 
last the ilssumnces l~eltl out to I l i ~ i i  1)). I,t. Rrrll~cl.ford had t1:eilm 
cfi'ect nncl 011 the 10th N O \ . ~ ~ I I ~ ) ~ . I . .  1898. t l ~ c  fr~gitivc prillce 
s~~rrendcred \\.it11 hi:, f ~ l l o \ \ . c r ~ . ~  T ~ l c r i ~ ~ l i ~ l : ~  t ing lct tvr5 fo1111tI \vith 
t h e  prince let1 to it f'c\v nn.c$ts :I{ (;i~l~hati."' 

a The prince nlo~lg' with otllcl n01)lrz. t l ~ c  J)irhic I'h~lki~ll SI I~>I )OSC~ ,Ra, 
to bc the principal lender of thc ~no\.c, the Dhnrn~atl l~nr h1n11lri ~ l l t l  
the IChRrnti Bur1i:i. Goh:~ifi togrt hcr \\.it11 the iis-Ilitr Gohain n~:(l 
his son was l)ror~ght to trial before n (;ri111tl Jury coml)osetl of the 
"Pi tm Mnlltri" i111t1 prcside(1 over 1)y Ci~ptnin Ncufvillc. Thc 
prilicr and his follo\ry.-rs w n r  cllargcd with rebellion against the 
Rritisl~ Go\'crni~:cnt. A lnrgc uunlhcr of \vitnesscs \r7as suinmoncd 
R I : ~  their e~~ideilce tnke~:. It W A S  ~.evcnlcd t h ~ t  hc hnd not 01:l~ 
entered in to ro~~respontlcncc with rxrious influent ia1 chiefs of Assan] 

" S. C .  1,930. A4ar.c-11 12. NO. 13. 
" S. C.  1,990. hirrcll 14, No. d 1 . H .  

'v. G. 1830. Alnrch 14, KO. 6. 
I". C. 1,930. Ahrch 19, No. 433. 
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iuclutling the I fu l~ct  ioiitr ric*.i st~r\lil~g 11 r~clel* ill e British 
(;ovr~~llment h111 htl I l i l t l  also kcapt ill t l~~ le l l l io ]~  iI I ~ I I I I I ~ ) ~ ~ I '  of h ( b l s \ r ~ l l t b  

of the r t h \ f c t ~ ~ ~ c h  (I~])i~l 'IIll~'l l t .  se)~lie of I ~ I O  ~ I I $ ~ ~ I I ~ ; I  o f  htatc. ~ I , I ~ ~ ~ ] ] ~ I  

worii ~ 1 1 d  11bc1ci I)?' t ~ I C  ho\'chrtlignh ol' 1-1\~h:1111. fo1111(1 i l l  tht' h o r ~ ~  of tile 
pri~lcoth. ~ \ ~ c ~ r c  1)rotlr1(~~~d before t l ~ c h  c.orl~-t. 

I \ 1 Iic ] ) I - ~ I I ~ ~ ( ~ ,  i l l  ( I C ~ ( ~ I I ( * ( * ,  $ I I I ) I I I ~ I  [ ( - ( I  I 11;r  t I I O  \ V i I \  l)i*o~yyy1i1ig 10 
visit the ( ' ~ I I I ~ ) ~ I I I > ~ ' \  oHic.c.l., i1 I 11fillgl)111* \villi a \ r i c . \ \ r  I o  I ; t , v i ~ ~ ~  I)efol-c. 
I I I C  111 collll)l:ti~~ls irgit i l l 3  t I I IC '  Wig;?, \\*11o I l i t t l  ~ ) I I I I I ( I ( ' I x Y I  l ~ i s  \ ' i l l i \g~~,.  
\ \ . l ~ t h ~ l  s~lcldelll~. 1 1 ~  \\ ir5 ~ I I I * I . O I I I I ( ~ V ~ ~  1 ) )  kcll)~)>'\ ~ I ~ O I I I  i l l 1  hitlc., ii 1 1 e l  tool, 
I f l i t  I l c .  s i t i c l  t l ~ i t t  he f l c ~ l  f l . 0 ~ 1  lrill to l ~ i l l  i111t1 iit Ittbt \\rllcu I1r 

rc~iilisotl tliirt "lllc. E11gIisl1 \\tlr.c. the ~ )e~-~o~r i f i c - : r t io~~  of j r ~ . ; t i c ~ c ~ " .  Ile 

~ ~ ~ r c ~ l t ~ t l . ' ~  'l'lliq l)i(bc*~ ol' s t ~ l f - ( I t ~ f ( ~ ~ i ( ~ ~ .  i t  ~ ~ V I I I ~ ,  \v;r.; ytbry 

i ~ e i i o ~ ~ l  i o .  l'c~rllnl)> tl~i.: \ v i ~ \  c~onccbi~~cvl i l l  ;il~ticil)iition 
1))- ho~ilc~ of 11i.; t lch~ignil~~ followt~~~s. 

l'hc' "Pfitl';~ AIiI l l I  lni." tllc' Gl'iIIl(I ~ ' ~ l l l ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ,  :if1('1' ( 'a~ 'ef~]ly 
\veigll itlg 11 l l t l  c*o~ul);t ring t l i c h  \ ~ ~ h o l c  Inwss of evitl(111c.cl. fo111lc1 11i111 

~11i1ty 011 it11 111~' ~I~it~*gcl< ; I I I ( I  C O I I ( ~ ( ~ I ~ ~ I I C ( ~  I1i111 10 \11fl'(>1* t l l ~  1>011alty 
of elthat li 1,y thc lit\\ .  of the c ~ ) t ~ l l t  I.J.. (:i~l)ti~ill Ncr~fvillc, 2 1 1 ~ ~  l'rc1sitling 
0ffic.c~. ~-cc~ol~r~itcutlt~(l hiill for 11icrc~>, fol- :I ~ r ~ i t  igittttl 131111 i~linlc~lit. on 
t h v  grot~ntl thn t hc. \\.as I-;] ther :r tool i l l  tllc I~iir~d.; of 1hcl Inorc 
clrsignirlg pcl.soris. Alltl tiiking illlo n c c o ~ ~ u t  hi.; poor resoilrccBs :tnd 
the little nii\chic~t' hc. lri~tl conilrli t t c ~ l ,  ( ' l :~l) t i~i~l  Xellfvilli. punishrcl 
Ililbl \vit11 ~ ) i l l l i ~ ~ l l ~ l ~ l l t  f ~ O l \ l  A-~.;\;t l l l  fOl' Sc\\7t'll J.t'iil'S, :I ~ ~ \ I l t ( ~ l l c ~  \\~lli~ll 
W i t s  npl)ro~.ctl 1,. Mr.  Scott ;111tl I i \1 (~1 '  011 c*onfi~.lilt.tl 1)y the. S~~premc  
Govelnn~c~nt." Tlic other l )r i \o~itw \ ~ I l o  1111(1 1)cell ; I C C ' ~ I S C ' ( ~  of high 
trC'tiW11 :\ll(l ~( '111 ~'ll('c'(1 0 (Ic'iit 11 ;lt t l l ~  fil'%t iIl~ti11i~t'. \YeIuC all :t\ltill'd~d 
;I less scvcrcl l)u~~i,linlc~lll 1)). thc I'~-c\iclillg 0ficc.r. 

Capt:lin S c11fville l)c.lic.\.ctl I llnl tlic plot hat1 l)cc>li II t lerly olVcr- 
Ill~~o\vn n l l t l  t l l ;~t  tlicl-cb \\.o~rl(l 1)t~ fo\v ( * l ~ i ~ ~ i c ~ ( ~ s  of ;I .;inlil;i~. tlisturbatlce.'" 
Ho\v fnlse IV~I.; hi. pi-ctlict ioii \\.ill sc.c~l I;~tcr.  The$ plot I\~:IS no1 
l~l~roott~cl-it 11;ltl 0111)- ~ ~ ~ s l n i l l c ~ t l  ;I iclr~il)oi.nr~. cl1cc.k. 311,. Scott 
];ro\"d ;I hcl 1 cl. 1:1'0\)het i111d Illi~dt' i I  C 'OI ' I 'PC~ 1'e;rc~illg of S ~ I  llation 
\vIrcn he. poi~ltc~tl 011 t thii t " tllc inh;ll,il;~tl t .; of T:pper Assum 11~cre f i l ~  

Prom I)clii~g, ~.t>conciled to orlr rr~lck :111(1 t l l i ~ t  high c*lnsstxs in thai 
( . o ~ ~ i i t r y  \vilI long t>ngape i l l  sclict~~c~.; for 1 1 1 t h  csin1,Iishrnei~t of the 
i ~ ~ l c i c ~ ~ t  f01~111 of Goverumclnt ~ ~ ~ l d e r  a n;~ii\ ,c 1)l.i1lc>c." AllcI t o  put 
ilrl ciirl t o  the  recorretlcc of s ~ ~ c h  ~ ~ l o t s .  Ilc :~gnin rrronlaimded the 
handing over of thtb i~ppcl* p;irt of .4s.;ani to nn Assariicse prince.?" 

I' S. C. IaO, March 19, Nos. '15. 16. I? & 54, 
1 R 8. C. 1830, Marc11 1%. Nos. Is, 16. 17 R. 54, 
I". a 1830, Mnawh 12, NO. 19. 
" S. a 1830. n/Iarch 12. No. 118. 



The First Rebellion 

'1'11~ i~upri>c)llcd 
I-c.-i~~'rest e(1. But ;IS 

lJurcd o r r r  him. Ilr 
for safe (letell t io11 

~)rillcc. c.fl'c~-t ecl his r-lscill)cA fro111 the jail end nvns Jau. lm. 
c i lg~il l  \\'its ~ U I I I I ( ~  i~ l t l~ ig t~ i~ lg  with the guard 

\Vi1S ~( ' t l t  ( I ~ H ' I I  to t11(~ jail of RHII~I ) I I I '  (Henpal) 

The sul)joct of I'~.ir~c.c. (;ii(I:i~IIli\~"s ~ ~ l l l l i l l l l l i ~ i l t i o ~ ~  that the plot 
\\.;IS h ~ t ~ ' I ~ c ~ ( 1  \\'it11 tllc~ ( ~ O ~ ~ I I ~ \ ? H I ~ C ' C *  of t l i c ~  Brlrmese gnvt.rnme11t uvas 
tll,ly c o l l \ * ~ ~ ~ c t I  t4) t 1 1 ~  ~ O U I . ~  o f  X\.5 I)y I f i ~ j o r  B~~r~ lc .y ,  the Residellt 
a t  the c .o~~l~ t  of AVR.  \\.]lo \jvils iilsir.~~c~tetf to  GI-oiicl~ the st1I)ject very 
cl~~ltiollsly. NO fol'1ll;il lbc~nlo1lstl-all~c.: v e r  ~llatlr:  the Rllmal1 leSo. 

3Ii11istclrs \!rchr(h 0111y gi1~~11 to  I I I I ( I ( ' ~ S ~ ~ I I I ( I  t h i ~ t  a11 il1lproper use ha(l 
I)ec.11 ~llatlc. by tllv I ' c J ) ~ I s  of thc~ ~ l i l l l l ~  of IIih Br~r~~le.se Majesty a9 

lcllcli~ig his c.orrlltt.l~anc.c~ t o  their ]let ty i ~ ~ ~ r ~ t * l . ~ c t i o ~ ~  i111c1 they \vtAt.t. 

si~nply rcqueste(l t o  forn~ally cliso\vn t11o.scb iissc~rtiotl~ to 1vhiv11 the 
A,.) British Govc~rutllent \\.;IS said io  I~a\ .c  ;~ t tac l~et l  I I ~  c.rcdcncc~.-- 

Thollg.11 the \\rholc. pt~oceedings \vet-e distinctly clis;i\~o\ved by the 
corlrt of rf\75, the  suhscquc.nt condr~ct of tile Bulbn~ese Crovrrnmerrt 
showed that they h a d  il hand in the tnattel.. Tht  pl~cqxirations that 
\\?ere made in the  hegiilning of 1831 to\var(ls the itl\.ebion of .4~san1 
by the holvlcl. triLes, thougll it did not n~atc l~i i l l i~c  c~\.entuaIl~,. sl?o\tre(l 
un111istakal)ly the hiddeti 11:11itl of t11c I311t~nlrw tout-t ill t l1c re))cllion 
nf Cri~(Jfidh~r Singh.23 

" $. c. 1830. AIa~r.ll 14. No. 1H. 
" :!. C. lH30. Julie 2.5. No. 6. 
'' 1'. C. 1831. F C ~ Y I I H I ' ~  18, No. 98. 



Thr 1.t4wllio11 of 1<1111iii~ (;;ltlitlh;ir \\;is 1101 f ~ l l ~ '  sr~l)l)rt*ss~tl; i t  
hilt1 o l l l~ '  l'iTOi\!ctl ;I t~l1ll)O~ill')' ('llcc'k. I I i l l ' i l l l ~ ~ I l ,  s01i  Of ~ l l t '  cx-Nhr 

Fch. 1880. ( ; l ~ h i l i l ~  \\'h0 hlld 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 1  illll)li~ilt.?(l i l l  iil'sl rcI)cIIio11 ii11~1 c.nlletl 
I I ~ ~ I I  to sti111cl hi\ trial iilo~lg \I i t l l  c ) t l ~ c  rs, \\ ; I \  i l c ~ c l r ~ i i  t v t l  for wtlnt 
of cvitlcncc.. Lntcr 011. 11c I1~1l)zcl 11is f i~ t l~c .~ .  i ~ n d  o(l1c1rs 10 c-,cnplfi 
from t l ~ c  jnil :lilt1 orgni~isccl the . c . c . c ~ ~ ~ c t  rt~l~chllio~~. 

Thew r c n l ~ l n n t ~  of 111~.  fi15t rc.l)ellio~~ iit first I ' : ' J I I ~ I ~ I I C ' ~ ~  i l l  l i i ~ l i l l K  
i11 ihc* liills nncl j1111gIc~s Iyi11~ t i15t \ V ~ I I * C I  of l I i i~igl>t~r.  ' l ' l ~ v i ~  they 
rcino\~ccl to ill(' Rftltak ~ o 1 1 1 i t r ~ ~  i111(1 i ~ i ~ l i ~ ( ' t ~ ( l  t l l~ '  M'COII(I  '011 of thv 
Bar Scn5pati to hnrl~our ~ I I ( ' I I I  ~~o[ \ \ . i t l lc t t~~i( l i~ lg  his filt11~1"s 01)1)0si- 

tioil. He1.c. tI1c.y \\-c1ri\ joinctl by t l lc \  Bills I ' h ~ k i ~ ~ i  ;rllcl so~lle dis- 
affcctctl s~il~jc.c~ts of thc. Bar Si'115pilti i111t1 ~ v i ~ r ( ~  1ookii1~ fur ;I 

favollrnblc opportiulit~. to l~ renk  illto ol).'i~ rebcllio~l agiiin. This 
Bnr P h i ~ k a i ~  \\'as the so11 of Rn(1;11i Chi~llclra tl iro~~fill  \\.l~osc. i ~ g c ~ ~ c y  
the Bul.mese \\lerc.first called into A\s i l~~l ' .  

I n  the incc~ntimc the  TChiisis under ihc  lentlersliil~ of Tirut Singh. 
King of N~u~kloa . .  hail r i ~ c n  agai~ist tlic i~l~tl iori ty of the English. 
Towarcls the  heginning of 1830 \ Y ~ ~ : ' I I  tl~ib Ellglib11 I Y C ~ C  still ellgaged 
ill harassing warfare against tllc K h h i s .  the Siagphos broke out in 
ope11 revolt under t hc 1,oatIcrzhil~ of il tlisgruntlctl TCliiinl t i chief ~vho 
was aided by ;in enterprising S i i ~ ~ p h o  cllicf liaili~ig from the trnns- 
Pigtkni region. The  oppor tu~~i t ies ,  for which thc pfirtisil11~ of the 
second rebellion were lookillg thus prescntecl thciiisclves and they 
c-orrespoilded \\-it11 thc  Icndcrs of thcsc Ivo  iii\~~l*rcctiou.; ;111tl planned 
t o  R C ~  in coiiccrt wit11 t h e n ~ . V l i c y  set up one Kum?lr R i~ l~ch ind .  
previously unknon.11, as  t h ~ i r  Raja au(l inatlc~ clnboratc :~rriingeni~llts 
to nlakc thcir ll:0\\. 11li1ll ;I ~IICCCSS.:' 

They sent , c ~ ~ \ ~ o y s  t o  the chiefs of tlic T<h:?lntis, iUo5iiCiriis, 
NiigRs, Khlsis  and Giiros callilig npoil them to  rise against the 
British Govenimcnt and c-lcspatchecl culissari:~ in all clirectiol~s to 
win over the adherciits of the Coiilpai1~- R i j  t o  the nc\v regime.' 
They had lnany secret pnrtisnns of their9 a t  Sacliy?i. They covercd 
the country with a nct-work of spies by ~vhicli nicnlls they rcceivrd 

P. C. 1890. September 24, No. '7G. 
a S. P. 1890. April 30. No. 5.1. 
". P. lf)90, Jr~ly 10. No. 49. ' P. C. 1830. Seplember '34. No. 70. 



the most vi~luable ~ I I M I  i l( ,(*li~*i~te i~rfor~rliilio~r rc.g;~l.(lilrC5 ~ 1 1 ~  strrllgtll 
,! nlilitnl.y IBc'?.oilrc'c~s of thy Uritislr. ]jut tllc.il ry)ionabrr> c~.strli1 
,lt15 not lrig111~. cfiic.ii.rrt i l~ l ( I  ul~lrosl nll  thcbir lc*ttc.rs illt,.llclf.tl fill. 
(lcli\~ery to the ~lc~ight~olrri~rg clrief* \v(-~.c. i~~tt.rc~l,t( . t t  ; I ~ ~ ( I  ~l.illl.Slllitti+(l 
to t l i c h  Political :igc~lt i l t  Sitdiy:?." \That wab ~noht urrfortuniltt. arid Fcb 90 

yrur.rij ii (lisnstrol~s blotr. to  their C:IIIS: \!it, lilt. ; I  111 1890. 

lIa~snRth \\ ho \\.us sl:i.ci;rll). tltq)ut c.(l to l-nist. t l ~ c  I{,& 
([~~jircrctl letter\ to  tlrc' Satlijr? I<hil\\;l G o l ~ a i ~ l  fi(lc]rc.hsetl I,?. tllth 
 fir ( ; O I I U ~ I I  illl(l tll(' Hill' P h u k n ~ ~  rcsl)c.c.ti\.cl>.. I'hc.\c It.ttehr. \c..1.ck 

I~anelctl o\?c.lm to  1 1 1 t h  Polilic.i~l Agt.11 t 1)). 1 1 1 ~ ~  Siirli~.?i K11;1\\ 7 (;c,ll;r i l l  

l,i1115(lf 011 t l l~ '  ~ ~ ~ ' C ' l l ~ ~ ~ l  Of \\]liCll ~ ~ ~ L I ' ~ I I I ? I ~ ~  \!'it5 ~ I ~ ) ~ ~ I * C I I ~ ~ I I C I ~ ~ I I  1)). thtb 
El~glish. It i h  l o  be ~lotice(l ill  t11i.s C ~ I I I I ( ~ C ' ~ ~ U I I  tlli~t t i  ~ I I I .  
%(liyii I<ll :~\~~i Go11ail1 l loIp~~(l  t I I C  K r l g I i J ~  :I g~-ciit t l t b ; ~ l .  11,. I\ ; I -  

~~lspcctc~tl 1)y hrnjor \!'llitc of cloul+l(. tlc~;~ling." 
Clal)ti~i~l Neufvillt. i11llllccfii1tc.l~ acloptc.tl >t~.r)rlg r ~ i c ' i ~ s ~ ~ r . c ' -  fo~ .  tll,. 

rvduct ion of thc irlsurg2lrts. Ilt) tlesp;~ t c.lrt.il ~ ~ r g c ~ n t  mc.h.:ipc.~ t i ,  t11(. 
chicfs of Xort11 a ~ r t l  Et1.t .issaln ( ' i i l l i ~ ~ ~  111)cul i11e111 t o  ~ .C, -OIWI- ;~~C' .  
111 tht' ~ i i c ~ i ~ ~ ~ t i n l e .  h:' took solncJ ~ \ rc>~i l~~ t io~ l ; l r ! .  11lc6i1,111't'\. TIIC 1.00f. 
of the magt is i~~c~ ;111(1 ~ I I I I  s l ~ a ( l ~ s  of Sii(liy;l. \vc)'v c-o~.cr-,vl \ \ i t 1 1  gra.\ 
cllol~per \vliir.li \\.;I,% sr~\cc~l,til,lc. to ignitioll. . \ %  ~ 1 1 . b  1!li111 of t l~ t .  
i1ls11~gc.111~ \T;IC L O  5c.t fire to it 1))- *hoot i~rp  :il.r*o\\-:, ;I 1,1-;1c.t i c . c .  i l l  11 11ic.h 
tllc Assn~nc.~:. were l ) t ~ ~ ~ l l i i \ r l ~  i ~ ( I c l ~ t .  lir. or(lcrccl 1 1 1 ~  ( a \ (  c . r ~  t i \  
~ff ic(~r  to ~ ~ p l ; l c c  lhclll 1 ) ~  tilts. Thc nli1iti1r.y rtl.ollgtl~ ill ~ { ; I I I ~ ~ ) I I I '  

\\,as illso i~~ci .c~nsed.~  
The i~isllrgc*ats 111ltlc.tcn.cc1 1)y tlir c.;~l)t~rl.c of thc  *on of thr-ir 

I:.iiclc~- nncl 11ndalliltc.d 11y tlrc fi~ilurc of tlic Sinpl)llo il~bl~rl.r'('titrll 
Ill)on tlic >rlccces:: of \rliic'll the). corlutc(1 ho 1l111cl1. cohc('tc~l ;I fo~x'c- 
of 400 nlc~i  all(] movctl ~on7nrd.s Rnllgprrr. Theny ~)erfonl~c~cl thrir 
IJSII~II "Dco Pr~jii"" ( k )  t o  arcertaill tlic f n t o  of thib vcbntr~~*c a11(1 t l l i h  

bcing rqor te t l  fn~ourablc .  they sct nut for tllc attack. Thcb B:lr 
Phukan did not procccd with the in>rrr.gcut+. Tt is haid thiit hr hntl 
tliffcl.enc.es with the  B ~ ~ r m b  Gollain I,r~t ~iinst prol,i~hl\. he 1.c.111nined 
1~~.liind 011 t of pcrsonal timidity .A 

On the 45th March, 1830, thcy ~ n i ~ c l t ~  :I llight nltnck the 
filililar,~ l i ~ l ~ s . ~  T1iei1. plan was to w t  fire to thc hu t s  of tht. linca n11tl 
tlirll to  f:jll l l p ~ o  thPir adrrrsaricp. But they \vclbr 11n~ucrr~rf111 ~ n ( 1  

". C. I RJO. -4l)ril 90. %. 5.1. 
P. C. 1890. September 44, No. 70. ' S. C. 1890. April SO.  Yo. 5.4. 
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\yere put  to flight. 'l'he sc.po3.s folloupetl t l ~ e  rcbt.1.s for soolo c\i\tilllcc 
t~eyond R.a~rgl)lrr \vht.~r all L I ~ H ~ C  of tIi(~111 WHS 10st. '~ 

On rt.ccipt of t l r c b  irt*\vs. (:i~l)ttlitl Nc1ufville irnl~lc.elii~t~I~, htb11t ,, 
c I c t i ~ ~ h ~ ~ l t . ~ ~ t  of th(8 i i ~ h i i ~ l ~  Light I l ~ f t ~ l l t r ~  10 R.t l l~gl)~r with ;I 1 ) ~ r t  
of tlrc A S S ~ I ~ I ~ S ~  r ~ r i l i t i i i  \\,it11 a n  ol.cte1. to follo\v 111) the  rebels. Tho 
tlctacli~nent proct~ctled \vitliortt clelny lo thc to\v~r of Gileku Ileal. 
t i l t *  S9iir:itl~r hills. I J * ~ I I ~  t o  tlrc. c\ i~sl  of H ~ I I ~ # ~ ) I I ~  \ v l ~ c ' ~ ~ c ~  tlleY siglltcb(l 

r .  tlrc clispohitio~r of the cblrellry. 1 1 1 ~ 1  rc1)t.l~ \\c\re tlefeatcbtl c1ntirclY i ~ ~ r ( l  
f l ~ l  ei~bt\v~rcl t o  the Nigh l~ills. The British forces follo\~rc~l tlrclll 
111) i I l l (1  C '~t ' l1 i  t l i l  11)' ~ l l ( * ~ * ~ ' i ' ~ ~ ~ ' t ~  i l l  :l ] ) ~ ) l ' ~ ' ~ l ~ ' l l t ~ i l I ~  ill1 tllc' 1'c~l)cbl lea(lerh 
\\.it11 their t'ollo\\.el.\ c~sc.el)ti~lg tlic. c's-Hitr Gollilill i11lt1 his cbldest sol1 
who flctl fn\ lo~~ret l  1)). tlrc tllickrrcs.; of thc ,j~~iiglc~. 'l'lle tletnchmelrt 
\\,:I< ~.ec.allc.d to  the  Ht~aclqu:i~~tcr~s (Siidiyii) iilrcl thc Assnn~t>be ilrilitii, 
11n<1t.r tlre c~orrrt~~ilntl of  th(. R;I r Sc115pi1 t i  \\yere left to  apprc.licntl thcb 
1.c11rii1 i ~ ~ i n g  t \ro ilirrrr.gent.s \ ~ h o  \vchl-tb sr~bsequtbn tl>l i~l*~ested." 

Scb\reri~l of tlie ~ ~ ~ r e m p l o y e d  uol,lcs of Assi1111. \ \~ho had .secretly 
;I i t l c  el i ~ i r t l  iilwt t tv l  t l r c b  i~rs~rrgclr ts, IVC '~ , '  i ~ ~ ~ r c ~ t c ~ c l  ii~rd thc Rnr Sc~~rGp~ti 
\viis alho inbt 111c.tcd to npprehe~itl ho~nc of hi5 slrl)jcct s wlro uTerc. 
iic*tivclj. conccrncd iri thc insurrection . I 2  

Tht. lek~tlers of tlrc insurrection. n;imely, ~ h c  CX-R~II. Goh;iin, t l i ~  
Riir Phukan. ITnrnn~ tlr, R i ~ p c h i ~ r t l  i111c1 Jiiyr,?m Duljr, thc  son-in-law 
of the ex-Rar Gohwiri ~vcl-c ~nntlch over to thc civil authorities to 
c;ti111(1 their trii~l. 'I'licy \\.cl.c ill1 Iric.4 i ~ t  the firs1 i11sta1ice befo1.e :I 

.411g 0, Saclor Pc~~lchiiyuf 1)residccl o v e ~ .  1)) .  tlrc HHI* Gohain arid the Bar. 

ISSO. a .  TI)(' Sudccr Pii~lcliiiy:~ t follntl tlrcnr all g ~ ~ i l t ~ .  of high treason 
i i ~ l c l  .;t~ntc~neetl tlic.in l o  tlt'ilth iri confor.niit\- with tlrc c11sto111 of their 
( a ~ ~ ~ ~ t l ' ) . .  i I i t 1 tll(> ('iI>e kc) '1\rr. Scott fol' 
re\ric.w. 'I'ht~ c r i~n  illi l l  oourUt i ~ t  Chcl.l.;~l>l~n ji rc\-icwc~tl the pr.oc.e:cling. 
o f  I hcb SatZu~. I'i1nc113>.it t 1111tlcr the. 1)residency of JI'im. Scott nntl 
r~o~~firmeel the  (lea tli scn tence passed on the Bar Phukan ant1 Jayr'im. 
1111t in respect of the scl~tence of Rf ipch .~~ id  illld the  rest. tliry 
c.onlniutetl i l  to  ;I h i i~~ish~ncl i  t for f o ~ ~ ~ . t c i > n  l\.cals\ ant1 ol.tlc~.etl a11 
tlleir prol,ol-ty to 1~ corifiscatcd. 

Accol.(lirrq to 11\11ill c ~ ~ s t o r n .  311.. SvoLt \\.;I\  1 0  st11ld t 1 1 ~  or(1~l.s 
i o 111,. suprc.nicb Go\.er~~nic>rlt for c.o~rfi~*tu;i t ion. Rut u t thih j i~ l i (~t l~ l ' (~  
C;iltl;~i~l 3Tc.~~f \ - i l l t>  clicvl iintl fearing thii t thc. l.crno\-al of Irk .;trow 
11antl niigh t encollriige the  nohilit to hit1 for n freslr il~st~l-rc.ctioll. 
11c wished t o  nii~kc. :i pr11)lic c~xi~lnplc of tlic ( * ~ ~ l l ) ~ ' i i s  anel tli1'cc4c(l 
i~lrrncdiatc cscc.11 tion of thc sent encc l)i~li*c(l o ~ r  thc~ n; l r  Phrrlti~~i ail(1 

'' S. P. 1830. Apl.il 30. NO. $A.  
I '  P. C .  1830. Jrtne 18. No. 6.5. 
la P. P. 1830. ,J~tly 16. NO. -$On 



J ~ ~ , ~ ~ I I I .  . i (*cor ( t i~~gl~~  t l l i 1 ~ ~  ~ ~ t - r v  (*xct811tc~i ~ I I ~ I  t 1 1 ~  t , t I~ ,~ r ,  
~ ~ i l l l i ~ I l ~ ~ l  L O  Jhh11gn1 i1110 k ( b l ) t  C O I I ~ ~ I I ( A ~ ~  i ~ r  t11r 1Jacca jail w ] l i ,  11 ,,,;I, 

;,I ~ l l ; r l  l,c~!-iotl ~.cbgiir(lt~d a.s the .safest 1,lac.c. for t let tbl \ t io~~. ' . '  

' ~ I I [ I ~  tbll(l~(l t l l t l  h('C~)lli{ 1aht (lir(~cl iltt~1lll)t a ) f  tlr,, p s - l l c , l~ i l i~>  

of .isgill11 10 slll)\.('l'( tllcb f i l ' i t i h l l  l'egilllt' ill  the rn  ul'~illlll;l~)l]t~-a \';~Ilp> . 

I ,  t i t  o r  \ i I th(* ~ ~ ( ~ i i l .  o f  tlr is inc~ffc (at1111 I a 1 1  ; ( I  
I t.l~c.lliori I I ~ I ( I C I '  t IIC st i i11<1i t~( l  o f  ;i ]I('\\. 1 ) 1 ' i l r ~ c -  s l l o ~  4 t llc ~.c.slles. 

(Iiq)o';itiotl of 111t' j~:'Oj)le of tire ( 'OI I I~ I I ' J . .  ' ~ ' I I O I I ~ I I  311.. Scott took 
,clvrrc stcyh Io ~ I I  t clo\\.r~ tile sc.c.o~r(l ~'c.l)c.llio~~ I ) c . c . i i ~ ~ w ,  i r r  Ilis opilrion. 
~ I l c  I : ~ ~ r i c ~ l r c a ~ .  ~ I I O \ V I I  011 thcl or cm;r\iol~ of (;i\(lfi(ll~ii~' K~lnliit*'? rt-l,cllio~~ 
11:itl i l o  otI1t.r cffc1c.t ~ I I H I A  111111 of ill~l~~cbtiintc~ly l)~.otluc*illg itlrothe~.. hc 
d i c l  11ot fo lgc~l  t 11c. It~ssons o f  lilt- t l i h  t 111.1 )HII(~c's,  i i  11~1 these r'epeit t 

i l  I 8 ) I I  tlist~~l-l)iillc.cs 1)ut confirlllcd his \*ic.~\.s of t h e  11ec.d for* t 1 1 ~  rc.;tor t '  
~ t '  ;I icitivc- llloll;~ I ~ ( ~ ~ I , v  i r r  A4%3111. 



irihcrito~. 01' ; I  I I ~ O I - C  ndvii~lc,>d tyllc of c.i\,ilisa t ioll tIIi1l1 is gc~lcrilllg 
f0ti11(1 i1111011gbt O ~ ~ I C Y  hill tlsjbCb i1111il~)itilig ~ I I C  s(brtI\  l<:1.sttbl,1~ rt1gi(~i1 
of Indi ;~ .  \F'lle~l pitted ugiliilst t l ~ c  l<nglish, t he&>. csllil)ittbtl t l ~ c  snnie 
q11:tlilics uf rtut)l)oi*~ii~css, il~tlel)c.~~tlc~rc.c of clrari~clcr ; i l ~ t l  11i1l~t~tl ol' 
a fol-cigll ( l o l n i ~ ~ ; ~  t io11 \ ~ t ~ i c . l ~  ~ c ~ I I ~ I - ; I I I , v  c l l i ~ ~ i ~ ~ t  elsiw I I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ C ~ ,  

~ h ~ 0 1 1 ~ ~ 1 0 1 1 t  t11cb \ Y O ~ ~ C I  i111tI \\hi(*h i l l  111Cir C'iihC IlilCi h ' ( ' k 1  :~gilill gls~ilII)' 
fobtcibtld 1)y ~ I I C  I1at~1l~c of thcir go\rc.rnu~tblit \vhichl~ wllo\\ctl ~ \ ~ c r j .  
; r ( l ~ ~ l t  pel-sorl to I I ; I \ . ~  llis say ill tllc ;~cl~~liilisll.aticbl~ of t l ~ c  Inncl.' 

\\'hen 1)r. Lw~nb \.isitcd tllcir countl*y i l l  tllc ytbar 1828 i l l  q~icst 
of a 5itc for the cst ; tbl ish~l~c~lt  of it ,sanntbriuin. I I ~ .  \\.iis btl.11ck 11s t h c  
g e n e l ~ ~  1 il ir of ~'liecrh~lness ulltl ease i 1 1  t i~lnong+t t h:m. 
' I 'ho~~gh IIi~itlu.*. t11c.y \\.:.I*(~ liltlc tl.otll)lctl \\.it11 IJint111 p1-r-juclicch. 
rcspcc.Iil~g diet. 'l'l~t. s t lu i~g i t c  of 111e pco1)lc :111(1 tllcir 
gcbllcri~l I1(>itlth 5l)okr po\vc~1-F\111\. i l l  f ; ~ \  O I I ~  of tile clin1i1tc~ \\ hicl~ \\.as 

' PI7AIBER'I'ON'S REPORTS. P. ?Q1. 
' S. P. 11329. hI:ry 8 .  No. 11. 

5. 1'. I S B A .  November IS. No. 9. 
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lllc proplc of ~111 ages, in spile of tbcir ulicleali IraLit-, in illc best 
of tllc I I c l i ~ I I I l  illlll 110LC'd il air of i~ltlt.l)t.lidelice ilnlollg tllc*lu. 
'rile llills solllIl\\iLl.d of C'llL'I'la;l I I C  fou l~d  t:ollll,oscd clllircly of 
li111cslol1th, ;L f ( . \ ~  slwc'inlelis of ~ ~ l l i c l l  Irc I)rc111~11t (low11 10 Ci1lcutta 
, 1 1 i  1 .  \$'it 11 I 1 1 ~ '  . ( ' ~ ~ ( ' 1 ) t  ioll 1li;c t rillige, tlrc sul,erlir.ial 
,s l l . i~t~~nl c \ fc r~ \~ l lc . rc  upl~curcd l o  11i11l to c o ~ ~ s i s t  of coarse sa~~dstouc.  

Sp i~ l t i l ~g  of 111~. ,slitte of Cl~errapunji Dr.  IJ~llll ,  ~13 ' s  tllttt the 
r~\~clluc of the stale \\lies inco~isicl(~tul)lc ulld \\,as l11i1illly tlc.rjved 
fro111 smi~ll in~l)osLs 1c.vic.d in kilicl on cxports slid inlljol-ts. 

IIe saw 110 I>cusls of prey 01. lioxious reljliI(1.i on t l ~ c  \vily. l i is  
il~formatio~i or1 tllis p o i ~ ~ t  is not \raluirble bccuusc 11c Irad ucitl~rr 
leisurc nor o l~ l~o r l~u i i t y  of :~cquil-irig deti~iled u11(1 cor rc~ t  i ~ ~ f o r ~ i ~ u t i o n  
rcgnrclirrg tllc iiort~ nncl fauna of tlic hills a ro~~ l id .  

Dr. Lamb nttributcd the healthy appearaiice of' tlic l<l~iisis to  
the climate of their I>c.autiSul hill "\\;here extlmcnic fatigue seems 
spectlily forgotten and exposure t o  sun and weather is followed by 
incrci~sc: of appetite \\.it11 lightness u r~d  buob.;~ucy of spirit." The 
climate of thew hills s e ~ m c d  to  hi111 to rrsemble that  of \Vest 
England and he had no doubt that  "many pilticnts now sent to the 
Cape or to Europe might be restorctl to  henllll : i t  much 125s 

expense of time and money" if sent to  the sanatol.ia estnl)lishcd on 
the K h ~ s i  hills..' 

Captain Fishcr's accourit is no less intcrcsting. I-Ie \v:ls charmed 
by the noblc waterfalls of the Khbsi hills which when full nppcared 
to him "to be most stul~cndous and magnificent calcul:ited to  cscitc 
mingled sensations of pleasure and awe" and lnar~y of these llilvillg 
a perpendicular fall of onc thorlsand fcet of unbroken dcsccl~t 
deserved to be ranlted, according t o  him, a1110iig thc most considcr- 
able falls of the w~orld. The  soil O F  t l ~ c  liill  he found rich and fit for 
producing European grains." The I(lliisis, I~on~crc r ,  appeared t o  
be "idle nncl inactive."" 

Thc constitulion of the ICh~si  states \vas democratic. There 
werc 30 states in the I<h,?si hills before the advent of the English. 
The chiefs of these states were in no sells2 territorial so\rereigns wit11 
unlimitetl po\r7ers. Theg \vere merely electcd hcads of lit tie 
republics. Each had a council of liis own without whose sanction. 
no brlsiness of importance could bc donc by thc king. The Kllgsi 
nation as a \vliolc prescntecl the appearancr of n congrcption of 
little ~ l i g a r ~ h i ~ a l  rcpoblics subject to no coiilmon saprrior get of 

' S. P. 1828, November 14, No. 9. ' S. P. 1839, June 46. NO. 9. " He found oranges sellillg at the rote of one tllousnnd I>er r u p .  
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wllich each membcr was anienable in soule clcgrce to  thc~ eo~ltrol of 
the confederating states. Ant1 nccorcli~~g t o  Mr .  1tobc1-thou, thC 
successor of Mr .  ScolL-"il was to our ovctrsight i1.s to  111ih feiltlll'c 
of their political system h a t  the niassucrc a t  Nu~ililow 111ay l)erl~;l~,, 
be traced since Teerut Sil1g.11 seems. l o  11ilvcl I,ei>~k nlc~rely ill,  

instrument on tha t  occasion of cxecutil~g t l l c ~  \vill of thc c o l ~ l e d e r i ~ t ~ ~  
who were displet~scd a t  the trciity which hcb had \vitl~out tllc.ir 
stznction entered in to."" 

Each of these pet ty states was it little oligarchical republic. 
When any question or  dispute arose regarding succession or so~rlc 
other points, the  matter  was discussccl hy their asscrribly where 
every member was entitled to  speak and vote. Captain White, 
assistant t o  R4r. Scott, was present on one such occasion and hc was 
umi~zed a t  the  order, decorunl and propriety with which the debate 
was conducted for two days and adlnittcd tha t  he had riot scen 
thcse surpassrd in any European society.' This tcstilnony coniilig 
from n contemporary European officer of note shows how iidvanced 
tlie Khasis were in the a r t  of self-Govcrnnlent. Freedom n l a s  thc 
very breath of their nostrils. Such was the country and the people 
wit11 whom the British came into contact and conflict :1nd it was 
no wonder that such brave people should offer a determined 
resistance t o  an invading forc'c. ho\\?cvcr tlvfcct ivc ant1 primitive 
their means of warfare might be. And it is in the back-ground of 
their natiorial character and collstitution tha t  we should trace the 
true genesis and causes of their insuri.cction which, though a failure. 
was tinged with the halo of martyrdom. 

On the acquistion of 1,owcr Ass;~trl in 1894, the inge~rious mind 
of RIP. Scott conceived the bold idea of establishing a dircct coin- 
munication between Assain and Sylhet a s  thc  route win JaintiA 
ceased to  be available after the occupation of the country hy the 
B u r m e ~ e . ~  The  projectcd road from Lo\vc.l' Assaiil to Sylhct win 
tlie IChRsi hills was of great importance f r o n ~  the  military point of 
vicw as it would have reduced the lcngth of the mal.cll from three 
months t o  a s  many weeks. Besides 11ic niilitary advantages Mr. 
Scott had also other objects in view. I3y thc establishn~cnl of the 
British influence in this quarter, Mr .  Scot1 thought tha t  tlie petty 
Khiisi chiefs who occasionally disturbed thc peace on t h e  Sylhet 
frontier, should hc completely ovcra\vctl. H e  also imagined that 
the facilities of easy and quick communication offercd by the  road 

a S. P. 1833, January 7. No. 82. 
S. P. 1829. May 8. No. 11. 
S. P. 1R2D, June 26, No. 4. 



The Khasi Insurrection, 

a.ou~d tend to promote the prosperity of the country by giving the 
Kksis easy access t o  the  markets b~1ow.Y 

Mr. Tucker, Conlmissioner of Sylhet, was a t  first ad\.ibrd t o  
establish a sanatorium a t  RlukR~iji in Jaintig as  rcconinlended hy 
~ 1 . .  Lamb. Bu t  the site a t  Mukhnji was given up in view of the 
discovery of a better place on the Ichiisi hills. It was proposed t o  
build a bungalo\v a t  Nunklo\v (lying wit hi11 the state of Tirut 
Singh) along with the  construction of the road, for the treatment 
of invalids.'' 

As a preliminary to  the construction of the road which was to 
btart from Barduar facing Lower Assam, an application was made 
to Chattar Si~lgli who then licltl the lo\vlands of Bwrduur in 
ZamimZiry rights frorn the  British Gover~lnicnt and hc readily 
consentcd to  allow all the facilities that  w e r ~  required. But his 
authority in the hill portion was constaritly opposed by T i ~ v t  Singh 
and even labourers were threatened with murder. At  this time 
Chattar Singh died and the  construction was stopped, disputes 
having arisen respecting the  sr~ccession to  the estates of the deceased. 
There were several claimants to  his property and when they failed 
to come to  any mutual agreement, M r .  Scott w a s  invited by them 
jointly to proceed t o  Nunltlow. thc capital of Tirut Singli's 
territory. in Xovember 1826 to  help them in settling the differences.ll 

Mr.  Scott accordingly arrived a t  Nunklour and an  assembly of 
the principal persons of the  tribe was held. All questions relating 
to the disputed succession were thoroughly discussed for two days 
with a degree of independence. coolness and propriety that  evoked 
the strongest admiration from Mr .  Scott who frankly admitted tha t  
the inhabitants of the  most civilised countries could not have 
displayed bctter parliamentary acumen. They settled the succession 
question t o  their satisfaction. I t  n7ns unanimoiisly agreed that the 
claim of Rajjin Singh, a child of five yenrs. the brother and direct 
heir to  Chattar  Singh, should be  set aside on the arounds of his 
minority and tha t  Tirut  Singh, the  next heir. sholild be elected to 
the R a j  t o  be succeeded a t  his death h y  Rajjin Singh.12 

But with regard t o  the  request of Mr. Scott tha t  the Raja 
should grant a passage for  British troops through his territories. 
they declined t o  give a ready assent. lest their conlpliance with the  
18equest should offend their neighho11l.s. R11t a t  the same time, it 

S. P. 182'7. March 2. NO. 90. 
lo S. C. 1825. March 18, NO. 64. 
l 1  S. P. 1829. June 26. NO. 2. 
" S. P. 1829. June 26. NO. 2. 



is reported, they prnyccl for 111c piot tbc ' l io~~ of Iir-iti~lr ( ;o~,*rl~i l l~l l t  
upon the tcrnls granted to the Riija of Jaint i5.l:' Ail agreement 
was eve~itually drawl1 111) by which11 'I'irut Siirglr, tlw clricf of 
Nunklow, coninlonly knouril a s  "Dll~~llilh Ritjit" (White Raja) 
agreed to  becorllc subject t o  tlrc Coin11;11ry with the i ~ d v i c . ~  of his 
relatior~s and sarddr.8 assembled ill tli(b Council. alicl placcd his 
territory iiiidcr their protection. Ril j i ~  Tiru t Siilgl~ f11rt11er :lgrecc] 
not only to  allow free passage for British troops through his territory, 
but also pronlised t o  supply inaterit~ls. Mr .  Scott on I~ehalf of the 
British Govelnmcnt agrced t o  prot cct his couo try from foreign 
enemies and t o  afford the  Raja  every support in cilsc of unprovoke(] 
aggression by any of the  Elill chiefs. Interfcrcnce of the  British 
Government in the  ill ter~~ill  ndmi~listl-;ttioll of 111(. C ' O I I I ~ ~ I - ~  \\';I\ not 
allowed and finally the  Ritjit ilgrcctl to s c r w  the Compi~lly with his 
followers i11 the cvcnt of its cnl.l.yii~g 011 110s tilities in tl1~1 v ic - in i~~  
of Kii1igbiir.l4. 

M r .  Scott was tlcsirous of sccu~~ing from t1ic l.;iiig some more 
activc assistncc towiir(1s the cornpl(~tion of the ro:id, h11 t thc 
surddrs remembered the horror tha t  was cnusocl in 182.5 I)\- the 
scizure of beggars* and they declined t o  cntcr into any written 
agreement regarding thc  supply of workmcn.15 W c  do not under- 
stand horn in the  face of the dircct opposition of the  sn~d~cir's. this 
second article relating to  the  constiwction of a road was inscrt:cl in 
the treaty. W e  learn from sl~bscqnent reports that  the consent of 
thc  snrdzrs was not obtained and this led t o  a fccling of discontent 
and exasperation amongst them, which was eventually responsible 
for the  melancholy massacre a t  N u n l t l o ~ v . ~ ~  

T h e  indeppndent territory of Raja  T i r l ~ t  Siiigh ~ x f c ~ ~ d ~ d  from 
the  vicinity of the lowlailtls of Assnm to  some distance beyond 
1,nngbari and as the  remaining chicfs of 8eya11g. RSaplung and 
Cherrapunji through whose tcwitories the remaining parts of the 
road ran, previously signified their desire to  he ndrnittc.4 ~inder  the 
protectioh of the British Government, it u7ns anticipntcd th2-t no 
further difficulty would arise in connection with the completion of 
the road.17 

S. P. 1R27. March 4, No. 80. 

S. P. 1847, March 8,  No. 21. 
" The British Officers seized I'orciMy a large numher of l)eg:.finr$ in 

Sylhet dist~ict in 1845 and employed them as porkers to ser1.e uith the 
British Army. 

l6 S. P. 1847, Marc-11 4. No. 90. 
le S. p. 1533. January 7.  No. 82. 
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The Khuui Insurrection 

The treiity m u l e  with Ti ru t  Singh was ratified by the 
~ ~ \ ~ ~ ~ ~ o r - G e l l ~ I ' t l I  ill due course and Raja T i m t  Singll was ~ ~ r e s e ~ ~ t r b d  
witJl all As.samcse state  1;alanquill-a high lunrk of hollour. TI1 ,. rout1 
\,'aS cleareel a11d the Bungalow as  1)ropobc.d by Mr.  Scott was 
constructed a t  Nul~klow and apparently everything went on \veil.iu 
~ u t  troul)lcs \yere b r ~ ~ l i ~ ~ g  ill other directions arid 110 olle coLrld 
iolngine that il ci~tastrophe of such an atrocious nature \vouId I)e 
,)crpctratcd on tlic ili~iocent in\~nlids rccul,crtl t ing their 11c;lltll at  

the sanatorium tit N u ~ ~ k l o w  nithill eigl~tc*c-~i montlis from t 1 1 c ~  s t i p ~ ~ l u -  
ti011 of the treaty. 

Having o11t:iinetl tllc possebsion of the la\vln~icl cb<tiitcs of C'l~i~ttilr 
Singh. Tirut Sing11 fou~ld thiit the  1)~ofits \\.(*re 11ot *o large. ;I, Ire. I I ; I ( ]  
cxpcctctl. Though tliv revenue payable to  t l ~ c  C o ~ i i l ~ a ~ i > .  \\';I4 ;ts,;s.sz(.d 
i ~ t  not niorc than half the  gross proceetls rcaliscltl, l ie  cul:c*~-ienc.c~cl 
great difficulty in payiilg e\.eri that t.111;111 amount alicl I~c.pa~l to  
coiisidcr the pn ,~~ment  itsclf-a grievnncc on t IIC 1)leii tllilt 11nC1cbr 
the A l ~ o ~ n  C o v c r ~ ~ i ~ l c n t  110 rc gular a n n ~ ~ a l  1.c.11t in nion:y \\'as lc:\-itvl 
froin Iiis yretlcce~sor.~!' 

To niitkc matters worse, about t11i.s time i1 t1iq)utc I,lboke out 
bet\.rycc.n Tirut Sing11 and Balar5m Si~igh. Raja of Rql~i"  (lying in 
the l~lilins a d j a c e ~ ~ t  t o  the territory of Tit-ut Singh) . Rain T i n ~ t  
Singh with il vicw t o  puuishing thc Raja  of R51)i invokccl nrticslc 4 of 

the treaty and applied t o  the Agent for the  aid of the Britiqh 
Government. As he had failed previously t o  make reparation for 
the murder and robl~eries committed on the  sul~ject,q of the Raja of 
Riipi, as demanded by the  Agent, thc :\it1 nlas refusetl. A frcsh 
schism appeared again nlhen in Decemhcr. 1898. Raja T i r r~ t  P i n ~ h  
nss,ornbled a force for thc ostensible pllrpo-e of ntti~cking thc pocsec- 
sions of the Rnja of R i i ~ i  in t11~ lo\v lands of A.ssnm. Captail1 
White in charge of Lower Assani j ~ ~ s t l y  ~ c n t  a few sepoys to  protccnt 
that placa, lying as  it did within his ~III-isdiction. Raja T i r r~ t  Singh 
considered it x breach of faith and act of gross partiality. 

To the i l h o ~ e  causes of discontent was added thc jealouy of the 
Rnja excited 1,y the erection of buildings in his territory and by thc 
displav of \~~cal t l i  and grandeur on thc part of the British Goyern- 
ment which had tended t o  lower him in the eyes of his o\vn 
sllhjcets. T i r ~ ~ t  Singh was evidently frettine a t  the superiorit?l of 
the British ~ O I T ~ C I *  with such n f ~ e l i n g  i*anlrling in his ~iiind he 
KRS ready t o  join any sclieme. that aimed ilt driving aa.aF the  

le S. C. 1807. September 13. No. 16. 
ID S. P. 1849. June 4G, NO. 2. - " Kingdom of the Nak-l&li Rani adiclini~lg the Gnro hills. 



"lowlanti stntllgersv fro111 his territory.'" His s e ~ ~ t i r ~ i ~ l i t s  were 
shared also by liis sclrddrs i111d kinsine~l, \ V ~ O  had hecm displeased 
ilt the treaty \j*liich hc had without thrir sanctioii entered into with 
311.. scot t 

Suclh a schcnic \Vilb oiiercd to  Tirut Siugh and liis kil~h~nen bv 
B i ~ r  Rlii~iik, thc cliicf of Molini. (one of thc I<h;ixi States) \vho actirlg 
in c~oncert with other hill chic~fs, invitc'd hi111 to make it general inroad 
illto Assail1 i111cl to  effect thc expulsion of thc Brifisli from the hills 
ancl f ~ - o m  the c o u ~ ~ l r y  belo\v. Tlicir filial aini  as to  restore the 
native d y ~ ~ a s t y  ill Assitlll and  thereby they hoped to  Ile rewarded 
\vith the possc>ssioll of low la~~d : ,  as  far iis the Kallallg River in lieu 
of thc scrviccs re~iclci'ed. And from these day-dreams they were 
olilj. i t \ \ r i lk~~cd  by the flames of Momlu when they realised that 
thcy had been fighting against an invincible enemy.?" 

M r .  Scott got scent of the inlpenclirlg dangcr on his i~rri\raI at 
Nu~iklon. towards the end of March. 1820, on his way t o  Cherrapunji 
Elc ' npprehcnded no danger from T i r r ~ t  Singh. His immediate 
o l ~ j c ~ t  of chatisenlent was Barmdnik \\rho \\.as reported t o  have sent 
inccscngers to a11 the  neighbo~ii'ing hill Rnjns inviting them to send 
their Inell t o  cspel thc  British from thc low l a i ~ d s . ~ ~  Mr .  Scott 
immediately hurried do\vn t o  Cherrapunji with a view to  carrying 
out the instrr~ctions of the Sl~preme Government in respect of 
Bnrmcnik whosc ilnti-Brit is11 activi t ics hild already reached their 
cars. Mr .  Scott had intended to  oIrcrnwe BarmBnik with the help 
of the Sylhct local corps. I t  is said that  the  infiiction of condign 
p~~nishment  on Riirn15nik wol~ld have put  an immediat; end to  any 
1lo:tile d:'sigti tha t  might have been entertained b y  Tirut  Singh or 
any  othci. hill chiefs. But  the  feeling was deep rooted and the hill 
c*hicfs, contrary to  ill1 expectation, stole a march on Mr. Scott. 

On the  5th of May,  1820, a party of KhRsis aided by the Ggros 
llcl.l:et~'atcd what is known as the  "Nunklo\\l massacre" in \irhich one 
i~lilorcnt European (Lt .  Bedingfield) and a number of Bengalees 
living in the san;ltorium a t  Nunltlow lost their lives under the most 
l>i'l~t:~l circl~n~stances. None of the  Assamese Amlihs living with 
the party was killed. After the  execution of Bedingfield. Tilut 
Singh declal.ed that  he n ~ o l ~ l d  next cut off the Aqent's hcad and 
hang it I I ~  in the market of Nllnklo\v and thcn he n~ould proceed 
to take Ghuhnti. On the next day \vIicn the chiprfisi  of the late 

S. P. 1899. June ?6. No. 2. 
S. P. 1533. Ja1111nl-y E. No. 86. 
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blr. ~ediagfield was being led to  the place of execution to  suffer 
jlis Inas tpr '~  fate, i t  is reported that  he warnerl tllelll t11;it "if you 
kill 31r. Scott, there would conic a hu11tIl.et1 Mr.  Scott5 to t h  
bul.ning ant1 destruction of Nuncltlow ." l'he next lllo~ller~t he dieil 

the hand of the executioner bu t  his words (lid not die w i ~ h  Ilinl. 
His: dcath MrilS avenged and his 1)rol)hesics were fulfilled.;'-I The  

European L t .  Uurltorl who stayed a t  the S:r~liitorium defended 
against heavy odds all through the night of that fiiteful occurrcncc 
alld escaped with his escort a t  da\vt~ only to he cut off 011 the \vay 
towards the plains whet] their amnlunition iitilctl t hml  o\ving to :r 
heavy t l ~ \ + ~ n p o u ~ ~  of rains. 

The Khisis the11 burnt down the Governnient I3u1lgnlo\r. \vith 
al l  the propcrty in it and releasetl t l ~ c  convicts cmploycd ill  tllc 
construction of the  road. Then they proceeded towartls Cherrapunji 
in search of Mr.  Scott. The  insurrection had begun. The  news of 
their success spread quickly and the hill people came in tliousnnds 
to join the standard of revolt. Both Gait and Mickenzie treilt the 
massacre of Nunklow as  a colt] bloodetl murder-a mcre outhurst 
of fury by n savage tribe and trace "the ~ilholc incident" to an 
insolent speech purported to  have been delivered by it rash 
Bengalee ch.c~pnisi stationed a t  Nunklo\il. The milssacre i j t  Nrrnklo\~. 
ho\vever regrettable the  incident might be, was not  an incident by 
itself. It was a, par t  of a general plan t o  drive out  the "low land 
strangers" from the  hills. It was "the signal of an almost universal 
rising amongst the  Cossayah chiefs."" Ncithcr thc insolent speech 
of the Bengalee ch~prds i ,  nor the  disrespectful demea~lour of the 
subordinate native agents towards the  tribesmen-though thcy might 
have hastened the  conflict-were the  re81 causes of the Kh;'lsi 
insurrection; ihc  real cause lay deeper. I t  was their univrsal 
antipathy townrdse a foreign domination that  car~sed 2 g e n c ~ l l  
flare up in the Khssi hills.*2F 

" s. P. 1829, April 45. No. 9. 
m Letter from Court No. 14 of 1R34. " S. P. 1849, April 45. No. 9. * The court of Directors also held th2t "This trenrlierous and iuliunian nc.1 

does not appear to halve been the result o l  any inimediaIe provwalioll 
land the most probable explanation seenis lo be tlint tlie jealousy of the 
Cossyahs had been erxcited by the steps wliicli we were t ~ k i ~ l g  In establisll 
n frequented road throudl their country and to form Banitar?. estnhlisll- 

? I  menlts within it" (Letter from Court No. 14 or 1894). 
" I halye scarcely ewer known R ~ Y  mnn or more gentle and conciliati~ig 

I maanners than Lt. Bedingfield. And this nll tlie more iriciuces rile t o  
awrihe t l ~ e  niurder to ci more per111 cause-a dislike of 0111- ~ s t ~ l ~ l i s l ~ i ~ ~ g  
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The chief persons ~01lci1r1ic.d in tlie i ~ ~ s u r r e c t i o l ~  \vt.yl r J i l b l l t  

Singh, Barnl i i~~ik  u~it l  Rluku~id  Sing11 of hlosiug \~ l losc  prctlccc.ssor 
Alju Singll's ag'gressiol~, i t  iila)' bc nlciitio~~ccl Iicrt., had Ijc.t.ll tirc, 
immediate cilusc of t l ~ c  war ivilh t t ~ c  lili5sis ill I T ! ) ( ) .  'l'lre \vi~r c~lc l lh , j  

in their expulsion fro111 tile plaius of Sj~lhct  Lo Lhc l)ossc.ssioll of 

mhich hlukui~cl Singli \\us now casting ~ o \ ~ c t o u s  (%yes. ' l ' l~~i r  l ~ ~ i l l , ,  
which was n7orkc.d out  sltilfully ancl \vhicl~ s11on.ccl org;llrisillg 
ability of a high order on the  par l  oF the hill chiefs, n.ils t h a ~  'I'irllt 
Sing11 should posscss ma nil^^ ancl \vith tlie aid of Mi~lcl~ucl Sillg], of 
Mosing s l i o ~ ~ l d  prcvcnt supplies ant1 rei~iforcenlci~t froni i~ l ' r iv i~ i~  
from the Sglhct side. Barm5nil; ancl R.li~lrkulnlir \yere c i~l~~usted  
with thc important work of gui~rcli~ig t l ~ c  passes opening l o  Assi~al .  
By these mcnsurcs, tlie rc.b,bl leatlers Iiopecl t o  cocrcc the 
Cherrapunji people (who werc friendly t o  t l ~ c  English) into 
submission and cvcntually. t o  capture Mr. Scott and his pnrty.* 
They expected every help fro111 the IChBsi chicfs on the Sylhct side, 
c ~ ~ e r y o n e  of \vhonl had claims to  the  lowlalids from the l~ossession 
of mhich their predecessors had been driven out  by thc English ill 

1790. T h e  rehcl chiefs thought tha t  i t  \rould be an easy nlnttcr 
to dcal with the  English, their own idea Ilaving I ~ c c n  that  although 
powerful on the plains, the English, \vould be no match for then1 - 
in the h i l l ~ . ~ 7  

T h e  military forces of thc hill chiefs were estimated a t  10,000 
strong. The  whole male poplllation was armecl \vith bows, t ~ ~ o -  
handecl swords and shields. The  Ichlisis were expert marli~inen. '~ 
Practically the entire adult population of the IClliisi hills mas in anns. 
Their lack of fire arms and ammunition was Inore than coinpen- 
sated b y  the  possession of an  abundant number of natural 
defences." The  country on the Nunklow side was extremely 
difficult of access and covered with the  densest jungles affordillg 
situations every hunclrcd yards ~vhera a dozen ~ n c n  in ambush \Irere 
sufficient to stop a b a t t a l i o i ~ . ~ ~  

Thcir first act ~ r a s  t o  destroy thc  road co115tructcd by Mr. 

ourselves in the country ; land not to any offenc6 given hy :In individll~l." 
(S. P. 1820 April 26, No. 10-n letter from Captain JVhite) . 
" Manik ~ h ~ $ l i ,  Raja of Cllelrrapudji was friendly to the Drilish nll(1 

ultimalely enabled Mr. Scott to rscapa to Sy111~I. (S. P.  IS^^^ 
Mny 8, No. 9 ) .  

" S. P. 1829, June 96, No. 2. " S. Y. 1829, Mlay 1, No. 49. 
" They also secured a number of Mnllns (Rurmesc) ar~necl wit11 musltclq. 
?R S. P. 1829. April 25, No. 10. 
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h o t t .  And lo  render i t  impassable, they obstructed it wit]l trees, 
palisades a t  places ~ l l d  destroyed the t3ridges.:iu 

They did not tlcpericl up011 their own stmngth alone. Ram 
~vailahle records it W O U ] ~ ~  appear tha t  Tirut Singll indeed made 

y r e ~ ~ t ' a t i o r l s  t o  drive out  the English. Tirut  SinghVs 
views and plans were of the  most extended llature and involved 
I,olitical combinations and alliarices whicli a ruler of his character 
could scnrccly have been expected t o  form. Ha\ling selected the 
most intelligent prisoners from amongst the ,captives taken at 

Nunklow, he s e ~ t  then1 off untler the escort of the to Raja 
Chanclra K i n t a ,  to  the  Bhots." ant1 to  the Singplios \vith suitable 
presents exciting them to  tlrrow off tlie yoke of the Engli.sh.:' I n  iI 

special message Tirut Singli cxhortetl Chantlr;~ I<int w I<, ri.;c. arid 
assist them noul tha t  the  English had I>e:n driven from the hills.:{" 
He sccretly scnt another batch of G r o s  to  Gauhati and to othcr 
plnccs to  ascertain carefully the inilitary strcngth of the English. 
The intelligence gathered was minute in detail and gave colour to 
ihe supposition tha t  the  informers were assisted by some Rengalee 
muh.lo~is (clerks) and t h a t  some of the Assa~llesc were also in league 
with Tirut Singh.33 The  rebellion was not confincd to  the Khiisis alone. 
I1 spread westward and the  G&ros joinctl h;~ntls with the Khiisis 
living on the southern side of Lower Assam and threatened irruption 
into Assam. T h e  district of Goalpara was also threatened and the 
Magistrate of Goalpara applied t o  Captain White for immediate 
reil~forcements.~~ 

The situation prcsented :a dismal picture in(lced. although no 
political movement took place in Assam and no outward symptom 
of disaffection appeared on the s ~ ~ r f a c c .  The Assamese \rere of 
course infected with the  spirit of disaffection and the slightest 
Ar;crses on the  part  of the  English would have thrown the  whole of 
~kskrn  wfth the  rebellion. T o  make matters aorse, the supposed 
death of Mr. Scott (whose whereabollts were not known for many 
days tdllo+ing the  first signal of rebellion) created in the e$es of 
the Assa'mese nobility and the  eastern chiefs a temporary interregnum 
dissolving all ties and engagements and tended t o  give free hands 

' " S. P. 1829, May 1, NO. 42. 
* At this the  t,he' B~itish involver1 in petty ekirmishes ~ 4 t h  

tlhe Bhots. 
S. P. 1899, May 8. Nos. 9-10. 
s. P. 1829, May 8. NO. 10. 

:" S. P. 1809, May 8, NO. 9. " S. P. 1829. Mny 8. NO. 11. 
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to the \urbulent I ant1 & I  tt!c tlisafl'cctecl,.::;' T i ru t  Siuglj ditl 1101 ~ t ~ l c u l ~ t ~  
; ~ n d  bolltrhc i l l  I .  i t  \yoold hp1.c I,rco difficoll to  preve~it ],is 
irl*uption into Assi~nl hacl llot the Sylllet Ligllt I ~ l f ~ t r ~  l/lltlrr 
Colonel Lister clisplnyctl zeal iilltI i11flc~it~' \\:ol't11y of the o(.('i~sioll ill 
Stcmnli;lg thp first, ti(le of llic KI~dsi i i ~ s ~ ~ ~ . i - ~ c t i o ~ l . : { ( ~  

The first 'fi'ect of the i ~ l s u r r c c t i ~ ~ ~  \V:IS iu(lc~v1 c~~lI) i l~~~'a~si i l : :g nll(l 

a~llioying. \$'llt'il 111~'  1lC\I7S ~f ill(' N1111kIoiv nlils\ilClSc :111(1 ~ l l c ~  

in.su~.~~cction of the I<hiisis tric3l;lcd t h r o ~ g h  i111~1  I ' \ '~~c'II( ' (I  t l l c h  (':irg of 
the Assaniesc in thc p l i i i~~s .  t l l c h  collcctio~l of 111c i-evcilue ill  nlalry 
places \vas \vithheld ant1 ~~esistc~tl . '~~ l )o~*t t~rs  c.;~i.~*yii~g provi'iio~~h \v(>rc 
lnnllrcatcci 011 the \jriIJ illl<l ('ilSC\ Of Iligll\ \ ' i3J '  l'OI)1)t'l'ic'\ of i1 inoat 
I i  natur,. bcc:~~lic frcqt~c.ilt." 0 1 1 ~ .  of tllc vhicfs refused 
~ ~ o s i t  i17el-y to  sent1 ~*c\~cnuc; to  the Con11):lily Tllc~ clkt urbing 
orcnsion 11ec.iinle thl. I)~*cctlillg grountl of niilny unfountlcd rumoul.~. 
A 1-11n1011r sprcatl tliilt the Garos \vtlrc. tlt~.sc.cnding in Iprgc ~rl l~l~bers,  
It, c i l~sed  iiliirm i11 Gauhati. thc seat of illc Govermnent, and the 
I-csper.tahle porlion of t 1 1 ~  population iiicli~ding the principal fupc- 
lio11n1.i~~ of the Gov~rnmcii t  took shcltcr in boais ready to snil 
iI\vny a t  a monlcnt's notice a t  tlie apl~roncli of the Giiro hordes. 
Thc  Assanlcse nobility were found grcatly clissatisfied. alldl srlch 
\!?as the  conclition a t  Gnuhati tha t  IZi.. White, assistant to thq 
Agent could not c a ~ ~ n t  11po11 the loyalty of more than iw~,Assnmesc 
of rank. The  l-cst wcrc cithw indifferent or  in le.aguc with the. 
T<h;?~is.~'  

Almost ;ill thc .4ssnincsc 1vel.e of opinion tha t  the power of 
the English was not of a stal)lc nature c$?pxble of standing 
I 11c ?-hark of revolllt ionc, and insol*rections. Aqd the fact 
that only one regiment of troops with two qr three European 
officers, was found sqattered over a province four hypdred miles in 
length gave substance t o  their opinion which was again confirrped 
11s thc  defenceless state of G a ~ l h a t i . ~ "  It was feare,d tha t  though 
the  Assarnese qohility would he, for want of military resources. 
p rcc l~~ded  from taking any active part. thcy mifi t -  11e seducing tl!e 
s,epoys from their sllegianqe, 2nd furnishiug l o  the in~ul*gcqts much 

S. P. 1849. May 8. No. 9. 
S .  P. 1899. June 26, No. 4. 
No revenue was roll~clerl f~wm tlie nine Dooars in 1437 (18.30-71) owing 
to these political d i f l t ~ r b a j i r ~ ~  and many nf thtj ryots joiner1 the rehellion 
(From the account of Ckpt. white) P.P. 183'2. .JIII~ 23. Nns. 70-71. 
S. P. 1829. May 8. No. 9. 
S. P. 1829, May 8. No. 1 1 .  
S . P .  1829, Mas 8. No. 10. 
S. P. 1899. May 8, No. 11. 
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vHluabfe mili t ~ y  itlforma tion .." And inlmcdiatc bteps \irere taken 
to  c o l n l ~ ~ t  this ~?pl)reh~'llsion. 

To crown all, the  spirit I)?. which thv liintlustalli portiorl of tile 
d&dnlrnt  ill Asannl alas animat(.d \$?;la s n y t l ~ i r ~  but good. 
\vc.re so clisco~~ t cnted t11i1 t 311.. \jlhilc. \V;I> inc.linetl to ciibtrust thenl 
and rcqi~c'stt"l the Go\~c~.nmcnt t o  grant thcnl at l,>att half b t i d  to 
kccp thrm contented. At that  tinic the C;o\ler~rlue~~t also ha$ 
illyolvccl in clisl~utcs with the  Bliots allcl M r .  Wl~ i t e  l*erllre*trJ it io 
t~r l l l i l la t~  ~ I I O S C  trifling d i s p ~ ~ t e s  i~n~icnhly..'" 

MTheli the news of the N ~ ~ ~ ~ l i l o \ v  C i l t i ~ h t ~ ' ~ ~ ) l l t '  I'('~IcIIc'cI Gauhati 
A@ 0, Mr. White. the officer in charge, a t  o n w  I . I I . I I ~ I  towarrl, N L I I ~ ~ ~ O F  

acconil>:llric~rl by Lt. \'etch of thc Rangj~ul-  JJight I ~ l f a n t r ~  And 
reiichod Rem~.igong on the  8th April. Tlr I f  Ri~mrigonp olr thc 
9th and getting possession of Jil.a~.. thr fir,[ \,illagc in thr ~ h i i h i  
roulitry on the way to  Nl~nklo\r .  I I I I ~ I I ~  i t  do\v~i i i l l t l  dehtrosd n 
grcat q u a ~ ~ t i t y  of rice stored tlierei~i. Hc~~cb hi5 further march 
towa1.d~ the sccllc of :iction \!la< btopped \lie news eulailatinq 
fl~oni Giluhati that  the pooplc tliel'c \rchi.e in tlic grca~cs t  alarm and 
the sitl~atioll rrql~ired his immediate prewrr:. TIC at onre returned 
tti Gauhati ancl found the  inhi1bit;lnts in n tlrc:~tlful state of atariii 
owing to a rcpolUt that  the Uhii,i.; hacl h111\t 1111011 the 1)Iilin~ and 
] l i d  al~rncnrly advanced as fill. as  firttulfili t i  seven II/iIes of 
Gituhi~ti. EIih presence a t  Gauhati And ihr tim& arrival of the  
fifty foiirtl~ Native ~ ~ f i l i l i  I,? from Dawanp restorer1 confideice to 
the popujace of the to\r7n. i i .  Qc tA was insil.urtcd to  fa11 \ ) irk 
to B ~ r n r i g o n ~  withili thp ~ o m p x n + ' s  ierritory ns it 1-5 ,. found 
irnpo~sihlc t o  procecd further onring to  the rlifficl~lt~ of nqrent.'" 

With orrler anrl confideiic- restorcd a t  the m,,itnl Mr.  ibhi t r  
fotind time t o  evolve a i , Jn l~  of at tnrk arainzt Ullbsi~.  T ~ C  contem- 
,dated tha t  a simllltancoils thrzr-prollgrJ attack sliouia , .- he made 
against the rei~els-oar iron1 the kYlhel side v i a  .taintin nna two 
f l o l l l  tile Assam side o p ~ r n t  ing frpm ~incmfir i  : I I I ~  ~ r l u l l a i i  I .PS~FC-  

tivdy.(i ?hc ;I/stnncr l~c tu~ccn  G n ~ ~ h n t i  and ~ l l n k i o \ ~  was > .  niai.ly 
fifty-five il~ilcs. +h< fil-st inn1.r.11 R~om . ~ n ~ ~ h i l t i  ,. to  Riiiniigo~ic 

c ~ \ ~ p r / n ~  :I (1istianrr of righir(w n ~ i l ? ~  ~ ~ ~ - i i ~ ~ i , ~ n l l ~  t i ly  nvrr l>lai~iq nn(1 
I)rescntecl no scl.ioi,s rliffrllitI7  on^ R?~n~-io.olic: tn Yr~~lklon..  n 
di~tnncc of thirtv-eight n~ilcs. 11ie ~ . o ~ r l  \17n9 one oi  rnntinr~ol~.; % I r s r r ~ l t  
i111d descent ovei- the y i i n p c  or. thp IliIl. rovcl-c(I \v / th ihk  tliirkegt of 

p irlnCjes and t r a v c r s d  msn< crnnll st!*ronl~. Thr mad from 

" S. P. 1849. May I ,  No 49 
S. P. 1899. Mny 8, No. 9. 
E. P. Isen. April 2s. No. 10. 

" S. P. 1829. May 1, NO. 44. 
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N~~j&low to Cherrupunji, i1 t l i s t i ~ ~ ~ c ' ~  uf thirty n~iles was e;\by 
ilccess and nlthougli dotted with hills. tllc ils:*c~its alld tlebccilts were 
not so steep iind iil~rupt . Chcn.api~~l ji wub withill ( 1 ;~~ ' s  lllarcll 

fro111 Pfintll$i on the Sylhet bide where two c.ornl)ill~ics of the Sy]het 
corps were stationcd. To tllcb na t t ~ r i ~ l  01)s ti~t'l(,s I)c.se t t i l l g  I he ptltll 
leading to Nunklon. fronl t l ~ r  i4ssi~ni sitlc w.c1rbc\ addctl thc dcstructivc 
hapds of the Ichiisis who pul1cc.l do\vn t l i ?  bridgc~s ; ~ n d  crcctcd 
barricades on thc way thus l>rcvcnting the supplies mrtl ammunition 
cctrried by elephi~~lts. Moreover thc climate on the Nu~~klow side 
was most unhealthy. So Rfr. White thought that the niai~i attack 
s h ~ u l d  be madc from the JnintiR side and the assaults frolll the 
Gauhati imd Gloalpara sides should bc o111y subsidiary to cause 
diversion in thc encniy formation. 

But it was rcportcd to MY. Whitc tllat seven to ciglit thousand 
G15~*os under the instructio~i of Tirut Singh were guarding passes 
I~i tdi~ig to Assam. So to clcfcat then1 Mr. 1'6'1iite thought of bringing 
up a t  l ~ a s t  five C O I I I ~ ) ~ L I ~ ~ C C ;  OF nien and n number of monntain g ~ ~ n s .  
howitzers and rockets. B u l  as the Giiros i~rltl I<kisis tl~reiitcnetl to 
pour into Goalpara and I ~ C  plains bclo~v, Mr. Whitc hacl to hc\lltl 
reinforcements in these dircc tioiis froill his O\ \~II  dct:tc.hn~c~lt i~ t thv 
urgent solicitatio~is of the Magistrate of Goal1xtra. With his army 
thus appreciably thinned hc did not venture to pcnctratc into thc 
Kkisi hills from the Assani side.45 

But though circumstances thus pre\rentc>d hinl froni sending any 
timely and active help towards Nunklo\v, he had recourse to \vhat 
is lino\vn as "the Ecotlonlic Blockade" and directed all trade-and 
interckrsc with the KhHsi hills to be stopped.'"e took another 
political meilsure of grcat importance necessitated by the exigencies 
of the time. As the presence of the two ex-Rajas, Chandra Kinta 
and Pwandar Singb (the former living a t  K,iilifibiir and the latter at 
Cdauhati) scivcd to revive the ancient recollectioqs and tended to 
hold thpm out as rallying points of disaffection, it was thought 
clesirahlc to rciuove them to a safer and remote place. Accordingly, 
Rlr. White not only despatched men to Kfiliitibiir to intercept letters 
nicant for Chandra Kiinta but also called upon both of them to 
repair elsewhere temporarily, thus giving the designing people littlc 
chance to abuse their names?7 

But happily for Mr. Scott and his followers, succour came 
almost immediately from the Sylhet side. Captain Lister advanced 

S. P. 1829. May 8, No. 11.  
S. P. 1839. April 45. No. 10. 

47 S. P. 1839. May 8, No. 9. 
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wkh q.wd towards Cherrapunji on tbe  recrir,t of tk pew8 ad 
.,vcd Mr. Scutt and his followers from the fa te  whkb had bfa l l& 
cpptsiu Bedi~lgfirld and his party. Tirut  Singh sent four tllouwntl 
~ l u u :  on the inormw of the  Nunklow tragedy towardr Chrrnpullji 
to apprehend Mr.  Scott and his followers. And just a t  a time wllell 
Mr. Scott was about t o  fall back from Cherrapunji to Mosmy-+ 
,tep which might have beell attended with very serious consequences 
-Lt. Egerton arid Captain Lister arrived and gave hilll the rnuc]l 
lleeded help. The  English i~iterests and prestige ill that  quarter would 
have sustai~icd a great sctbtick but  for the tinlclg arrival of Cnptain 
Lister and his 

Captain Lister ant1 his party next 1)11hhetl 011 to hl31nlt1-a 
stronghold of considertiblc iniportance. three lniles west of Cherra- 
r ;u i~ j i ,  wl~cre Raja Tirut  Singh had taken shelter with  a c o n ~ i d c r a b l ~  
r~umber of follo\vc.rs. T h e  place was carried Ijg storm after n slight 
~~esistai~cc and houses were set 011 fiisc, though Tiru t  Singh, favou~.ed 
1 1 ~ 7  thc thickness of the  jungle, made his e~cape.~! '  This hut1 a vcry 
tlcterrcnt cffcct u1:on thc chiefs of Muriiilg who deserted Tirut 
Siligh and tlil.c\lr in their lot with the  British. Raja Dewhl Sing11 
of Chcrrapiinji ant1 Singh M(5nik of Khyrinl wcr:. alrently 011 thc 
side of the Blitisli. T h e  former not only protected hfr. Scott f~.oni 
the murdrrous design of Tirut Singh until the arrival oE Captain 
1 , i~ tc r  but also scnt 100 nlen t o  the  capture of Mamlu.so 

VI'hen the  Ctllcutta Council was infovrned of the Nuliklow 
tragedy, feelings ran very high. The membc.rs wcre \vorkcd ttp to 

n state of righteous indignation and empowcrcd the Agent to  adopt 
st~ch measures as  would overa\fre thc  petty chiefs and their Mvaga 
retainers into immcdiat e submission With regard to Tirut Singh. 
"the principal pcrpctrator of t h t  foul nlur&r9'. the Govcnlor-General- 
in-Council ordained tha t  although the  treaty concluded with him 
did not give them any right t o  bring him under the rigonr of their 
law, his acts wcre of such an atrocious nature as to  have phced him 
beyond thc pnlc of civilised warfare. They issued order not to  
treat him, if captured, as  an e ~ ~ e m y  conquered in a hattle. but  :IS a 

savage and  blood-thirsty murderer "descrving of the capital punisll- 
went." But  with regard to  h r rn5n ik .  Raja of nIdiiil. tlw 
7~r.incip;ll adlrcrei~ t of Tirut Sii1911. they al~thorised 141.. Scott to  llsr 

a S. C. 1899, June 26. No. 9 .  
S. C. 1839, May 1, No. 44. 
S. P. 1839, Juue. 26, No. !2. 
S. P. 1839. April 35, NO. 14. 



his discretion ah he Wi~s an  i n d r p c n d c ~ ~ t  rlikl not hound by 
ahg treaty with tAtt British ~ d t e r h r n e n t ~ ~  

The S~lpfernc Gove~nment ,  in o l ~ r  opinion, not o d y  ulide. 
estimated the strength of "these P ~ t t y  'chiefs" but  they failed b, 
~.e;~lisc the  natnrr  of thc KliRsi distl~rI):~nrcs--fi\l.s-f less ro~ild they 
tlrcarii thn t one day 'the reprcsenta tivm of 4 he rnigh t y  British 
~ o v c r u m m t  woul(1 descend the N'tep~ ol' n niollnt;~ili cavc to  have 
iln intc~tvicw *ith this scclitiol~s .11d hi;lf-lii~k~(l s a ~ ~ g c  h 1 0 d d A h i ~ ~ t ~  
iito~l:,tei. tvho. str;tngchly speaking, nppcarcd i o  many of the 
~ [ ~ b ~ r d i n ~ t c  E~iglisli oficinls "as :I pittriot of iI \,cry high order." 

Tn the n~cantinie opcrn t ions \vcbrc> h:.ing concluct cd u p i h s t  
'I'ir~it Singh undc~-  the  cohlmnnd of Captain Lister. The party 
m o v d  iiorth\rrartl in scnrch of Tirnt  Sing11 who rnovcd from rRve 
to  Cave and from f:~stncss t o  f a s t ~ ~ ~ s s .  always c111ding Zhc search of 
the British. I t  was A haracsing ant1 desultory warfare. a number 
of Khtisi villilgcs on the  way io  Nunklo\v was cnptr~l.cd nrid hhrnt 
down and Nunklo\v itself was taken 011 the  sccohid of RSav. Dur in~  
1hc sccorid r~eclc of lbhy  the  party of thc 54th regiin6nt from the 

RI~YJ 1899. :is.;am sid:. ,il.rivccI therc 1111r1er thc comnland of Cnptnin White and 
cflccted n jl~nction with Cgpf ain ~istel. 's  men.53 

T h e  territory of T h t  Singh ~ v a s  occupied and hlallmtial I R W  
p i v c l ~ ~ i ~ ~ e d .  ,4 I'elvard of R3. 1000 \r1as o!?crcd for the  apprehcnsioli 
of Tii-ut Singh ilnd L t .  Vetch of the ,2<sarn FTill I n f a n t e  placed in 
c h a t g ~  ot  his t e r ~ i t o r y . 9 ~  

Tlle nl~ove ;irrangcMeHts cc~mpleted. thc  detachlherit Clnder 
Captain Lister moved to  Rl~likn, the  C'oi1ntl-y of Rni*ml?nilc od the 
16th of Rlay, only t o  see that  t h ~  bird had flown. The  territory 
was fo~tthmith occupied ar?d a reward bf Rs. 1,000 \vas also offered 
for the capt11l.c of thic: f ~ ~ g i t i v ~  chief.S5 

T i ~ t  Singh riever skl~lkcd in his mountain hoinc when he 
.;tistnini.d defeat : he instantly ,$rdecl up  his loins for another 
cl~coilnter. Both Tilaut Singh and Bn~~inRnili moved from place to 
l;?ncc t ~ i t h  lighthing spccd gaining fresh hdhcrcnts and new allies 
:>ud makidg d u l ~ r i s c  at tacks ItPCin the  British ." Evciztually 
Rfirin5nik \tias captutccl b;d a par ty  hf the  Sylhet Local Cnrpq 
ton~ardr thc middle of Septrmbcit. Tirut Sing11 still c l l ~ d i n ~  tllcir 

" S. P. 1829. R4;ry 1.5. No. 11. 
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FuEs&.5i. lhxminik was put isb, irons and conveyed down ~o 
~ ~ ~ h J l t i  t.o 6;tarid, Iris trialL Later, 011 he uraa r q l e a a  p r in sh td  
;I,, his ulueslral yovitiuq with diniioished powers a l ~ d  pobsc%siuiu. 

Aftea a d ~ o r t  illierval of tllree or four inontlla, hesh hosti l i~iesWt, lR@O 
\yere stwted by M u k u l J ~  Siiigh, all able licute~rdl~t of Tirut *h. 
AL this time some of the llill chiefs, wpposecl to be iricrilclly with 
the Urilisll, chal~ge~l hides to the gi.ei~t Lcwilclcrlucllt of tJ~e 
English officinl sLatiouec1 a t .  the I i f ~ s i  hills.'lH The burnbg of 
Kh;isi villages went on as befort&, I ~ u t  this lltlracjsing walfale showed 
nr, signs of abatement. kt this stage, the Raja of JainlG sent a 
dct,acbmcnt. to. clue11 the WGsi disturbai~ccs,*~V :and Mr. Scott wns 
advisecl by tho B ~ n g a l  Government to buy his cordial support by 
holding out to hjni the prospcct of additions h his tc~*l~itory."" TJlca 
JaintG, Raja's help, broughl no appreciable change and "&ih 

wretched, warfare" dragged 011, inta the second ymr withoul 
sign, of, settlement. 

In May, 1M0, Mr. Scott, digposed of solso tracts of t h ~  IOjG 
territories amongst ae friendly chiefs with ;r view to givillg tl~aln 
an additional! stimu1ll.s in  c ~ ~ r y i n g  on the wnr against their own 
co~ntryrnen."~. But every effort failed to reduce tbe N1111klo\y 
Khisis to n quiet submission and Mr. Scott openlp' admittctl that 
"mow than. ~ rd ina ry  difficulty will be cxpcrienced in reconciliiig i l l (& 

l~itberto qnsubdued race, to  the yokc they hqvc i n  a ~ n ~ i ~ ~ n : r .  fwcled 
upop t heiqselves.'~? 

I t  is ipteresting to learn that a t  this time tbo11g11 3111.. Scotb's 
hands were full, his fertile and constrvctivc I>rain \\.as cngagctl in  
ihe econoinic devcl~pinent of the Khssi hill which sco~llcd lo 
barren and unproductive. His s~qall  and orpc~~imental firin a{ 
Myrong not only produced potatoes. tunlips and beetroot in grwt 
abundance, it ,zlso.produced onion of n l~et tcr  quality, a t  a cheaper 
cast. These, successes and. the abundance of pastyre lands also led 
him to try whether,the, horses and ~at t le .  fit for the military qervicc 
c~uld  not be bred a t  cheaper rate than e I ~ ~ \ v l i e r e . ~ ~  

In the meantime tile second ~.chcllion had broken at~t .  ns 
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hoticed earlier, in Eastern Assam under thc Iemtership of the ex. 
nbMlity of A~sam.  Tirut Singh, it is reported, rernovcd his tha t r r  
of operation to the  Singyho territory and joincci the pariy of ille 
disaffected nobles." IHis task in the hili was co~itinued with 
uanbxted zeal alid ferocity by one of his able lieutcut~~rts, P v l ~ h b h ~ t ,  
formerly an ordinary valet under him. 'rhc lnttcr ncloptetl a novel 
method of warfare-"a policy of clenial" and (instigated the 
inhabitants of the chief villages to leavc their horncs and to takrb 
to the woods thus denying the British forces means of sllpplies. 
MI*, Scott held out plvmiscs and callrcl upon thcnl t o   turn to 
their hnthes. Brit Manbhot started a calrlyaign of terror and nonp 
ventured to accept the help proferred by the EngIish.(j5 

Coercion and retaliatory measures p~vved t'ulile, i~nd h11.. Scott 
with a view to putting a stop to this desultory warfare agi*eed to 
offer an indemnity to the outlaw chiefs upon their making submission. 
The terms were debated in the Assembly of the hill chiefs at  gretlt 
length for many weeks and though the majority refused to accept 
the terms owing to their distrust of the English," the offer did not 
go in vain ; it produced a rift in the camp of the hostile chiefs one 
party of whom became inclined towards peace. But  the other 
party became more aggressive and the war dragged on.66 

Towards the third week of January, 1831, the Matter assumed 
very serious dimensions, when a large number of the Khgsis and 
Glros under the leadership of their chiefs made a bid to snatch 
away the western portion of Lower Assam from the hands of the 
British. They suddenly poured into the plains below and simul- 
taneously nttscked the police and revenue stations in Lower Ass~rn. 
After killing a number of officers and destroying the Government 
offices, they successfully routed a small detkchment of the Assam 
Light Infantry sent against them and proceeded towards the 
interior. Their easy success stluck terror into the hearts of the 
rgots of the Dtiars many of whom joined the invading forces. But 
a t  this stage tlic rehels were successfully ci~col~ntered by the 
Sihbandi corps sent from Goalpara nnd 11icy retired towards 
Bnrd~?tr. ' ;~ 

" P. P. 1830, May 7, No. 4. " P. P. 1850, December 31. No.  P?. 
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The K& Z ~ & ~  m 
The K h s i s  now ocaupied a str- wtioie at  

looked meslacirigly on the plain8 Mow, m d  C a w  H.larm, do 
r w  in charge of the Sihbpndi, did not veetupe 
with the enemy. At last Lt. Flowers wae d m t c u  C. 
tile Kbsis  from their menacing position 8s it wpe LL&dd 
that until a decisive blow was struck there Pbperaed little 
of rescuing the ryots of Barduiir fwm t h  grasp of the a e m y  & 
the former not only supplied with provisio~s but oleo promiead to 
help in cxpclling the British." In t he  meantime r e ~ o ~ ~ t s  
arrived and Captain Halsam, to wean away the ryote from aHeghce 
to Tirut Singh, issued 8 p~oc~aan~ t ion  calling upma them to mtwn 
to their villages. This had sowe result ; peace was restored end tbe 
Gros retired from the vicinity of' B a r W .  But Captain %m 
and his party coulcl not make further headway agairtst the rcbeUious 
K h i s i ~ . ~ ~  

Further west, ill the GSro kills overhaugh the A ~ a m  h a r s .  
where Ensign Brodie was engaged in putting down the dmctes,v 
GRro cheifs, better results attended the British arnls. With a piekd 
party of 42 men, Brodie nearly accornpiished in three weeks what 
several companies 04 sepoys had been unable to attempt even in 
three rn~nths.~"ut the career of Eneign Bmdie was cut short and 
this gallant, enterprising and zealous officer feH a victim to the 
unhealthy climate of the lower hills. He  did not die in vain. He 
had demmst~ated the inexpediency of employing a large body of 
irregulars to do what a haadful of picked men properly cortlrnaWd 
could easily eaect. Ensign Brodie was one of that brave band of 
English Officers pitted against the Khiisis, who (English officers) 
showed courage, boldness, imagination and fmgiveness wortby of the 
occ~ssion .71 

In the K h t i  hiHs, Manbhot, the aMe lieutenant OF Thtt Sin&. 
kept up  the fight for some time more. But his fo l lowe~~  deserted 
hkn one by m e  and hard pressed by the British, who were ahays 
on his heels, he surrendered to  Lt. Townshend iu October, 1891. He 

generously treated by his adversary and given a commend of a 
snartll detachment of the K h i i s i ~ . ~ ~  But Tirut Sin@ who ahw8 p t  

new recruits and fresh supplies even from the allies of the British. 
till eluded the vigilance of his adversaries and kept up the petty 

gkimiehes to  the great annoyance of the Brit ih.  No t m v d l ~ ' ~  
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person was safe in the  Khiisi hills. T h e  Khfisis were r a tha -  develop- 
ing a new technique. Their latest attacks were marked by the 
admirable laying of ambuscades. 'L'he superior condition of their 
equipment also attracted the  attelltion of the British officials who 
were informed tha t  the K h s i s  hat1 bee11 p u r c h n s i ~ l ~  nluskets ant] 
nmmunitio~l from Myniensi~~gll  ; ~ r l t l  Dac.c.i~ t hro~rgh the ri,nlGs of 1 1 ) ~  
Raja of Susiir~g. It was reported too that  'l'iri~t S i ~ ~ g l l  H ~ B S  eve11 
getting suyl)lies fro111 the  people of Cherrxpunji itsclf-the stmag- 
hold of the British. All these clenrly indictttetl tha t  Tirui SinghPs 
party showed little iiiclinatior~ lo be coerced into sl~hmission. "This 
wretched warfare" (as the  next Agent Mr .  Robertson styled it) 
thus dragged on and entered on the fourth year.7:; At this stage 
Mr.  Scott died.* By his dcath the Eas t  India Conlpany lost one of 
their most valued and trusted servants. 

Let us now turn aside a while from the din and bustle of the 
battles tha t  were raging around and pay our respect t o  one who did 
so much to give peace and prosperity t o  a much harassed and much 
neglected province. I n  all his plans for the better advancement of 
Assam. he was actuated b y  the  best of the  motives though the 
~o l i c i e s  he enunciated and plans he  handled did not always produce 
the  desired result. He chalked out  a comprehensive plan for the 
development of thc  resolirccs of Assnni and for thc  improvement of 
ihe  condition of its people. 

Assam was blessed with n fertile soil, b u t  M r .  Scott found her 
"labouring under an almost helpless s tate  of penury and ignorance." 
As early as 18.30 in oi-dc~. t o  develop the  silk industry in Assam, he 
established an experimental silk workshop a t  Darrang and requested 
ihe Supreme Government t o  lease out  frec of rent 3.000 acres of 
lnnd for thi. ci~liivation of mulberry and other dry crops. and for 
the cstahlishment of silk filatures to  be  conducted on the Italian 
method. Unfortunately his plans merc not accepted hy the higher 
iiilthol-iiies.'l M r .  Scott had many such admirable plans in hand. 

His political s c h ~ m e s  were no less interesting and suggestive. 
Had his plan for the  installation1 of an ~ s s a m e s e  prince in Upper 
Assam heen acwpted a t  the  very beginning. tha t  ill-fated country 
wol~ld h i v e  heen spal-cd all the miseries the insurrertions gave rise 
to. H e  was nuich ahead of his time : the syqteln of nomination of 
chhsrdhslb (rrGenue rdlectors) h y  means of ballot. which he 

7vP. P. 1832. July 9. No. 89. 
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The Khisi Insz~rrection 

intl-oduced in Assaln in 1826,'%11d in \j,l~ich cA\,'ll women could 
take part, though it failed to achieve ita object, was neverthe]ess one 
of the boldebt nieasures e\.el- carried out 1~y  any servant of the East 
I~ltlia Company. This ollly shows ho\v denlocratic and advanced he 
\,rws in his political views. 

Personally he was polite and sympathetic and courteous to  a 
degree: 11e would offer a chair even t o  the nleanest of the Assamese 
visiting him in his office. I I e  was a great friend of the  Assamwe. 
Tirut Singh gave him l1111ch trouhle b r ~ t  he \\?as magnanimous enough 
to appreciate the valour nnd heroism of this hill chieftain. With 
1.egm-d to political matters his views were always moderate and he 
was not in fnvorrr of the  annexation of Cachar. His handling of the 
Kh5si insurrection came in for a good deal of criticism by the home 
authorities and we think with regi~rd to  this, his conduct was not 
~ I \ V A J ? S  above cl.iticisin. He made the  initial hl l~nder of laying a road 
tlil.o~lgli :I tra~ct over which hc had no control. 

The system of administration he introduced in Assam did not 
procluce the result he aimed a t .  Rather  his "Chowdree system" 
produced dire conseqllences and his judicial system became an engine 
of convption and tyranny. So far as the  effects were concerned, 
the measures were failures indeed 1111t it must be remembered that 
these \frere mistakes of omission and not of commission. Mr .  Scott 
laboured under acute shortage of hands and practically fell a 
victim to excessive work. H e  was n very painstaking and hard- 
worked official. H e  clied a t  the  age of fortyfire. Had his career 
ilot been cut short a t  the prime of life. he could have bestowed 
lasting bcnefit on the people of Assam. H e  labollred hard hut  
Inhoured in vain because the time and place were against him. 
Mackenzie t r i ~ l y  says. "Had the  scene of his life's labour been in 
North-west or  Central India. where the great problem of E ~ n p i r e  
\vns then being worked out. instead of anlidst the  ohscure jungles 
of Assani. he urould occupy a place in history by the side of Rfalcolm. 
Eliphinstone and Metcalfe."T6 

Mr.  Robertson. taking charge of the affairs of Assam. embarked 
llpon a new policy t o  put a stop t o  this harassing state  of warfare. 
He tried to  myin over the hostile KhQsis by  mild and conciliatoy 
measures. Hc indulged in the hope that  if the Khssis were once 
plllSs1laded t o  believe that  the British had no mind to  subjugate the 
~ v l l o l ~ ~  of the Khis i  hills. they would submit ~beadily and allow them 
(the Bi~itish) l ~ I t i n i a t e l ~  to  ~ e t n i n  their hold over n portion of the 
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hiua. With this end in view, he permitted Mr. Turnick to open 
ne@htions with Mukund Singh, the ex-chief of Mosmy. ne 
negotiation brought no satisft~ctory Iacspnse. G r ~ d r r a l l ~  hb .  
Etobel.tson was convinced that while Tirut Sin& lived and retained 
his freedom, a feeling of loyalty towards him would ever operate to 
k e p  alive the spirit of resisttlilce ~mongs t  the Khgsis. lie found 
that even the villagers and chiefs, who were supposed to be on 
f r ie~~dly tci-ms with the British, supplied him with money and the 
rneans of s u b ~ i s t e n c e . ~ ~  

As them was little or no probability of the matter being 
amicably adjusted between the English and the fr~gitivtb Khfieis, 
Mr. Robertson withdrew thc hnnd of friendship and devised a 
systcmatlc plan to bring the Khgsi rebels to their knees. The servicea 
of the Goalpara Sihbandis were requisitioned and Captain Lister 
was immediately stationed a t  Nunklow with additional forces. An 
additional force of the Mauns (Burmese musketeers) and a small 
party of the Manipuri horsemen were called upon to  guard the 
important lines of communication. A number of 'Pill Boxes' was 
emoted a t  strategie points. Not content with these military 
preparations, Mr. Robertson resorted also t o  economic weapons. 
He tightened the cordon of the economic bloekade begun by Mr. 
White. He closed down all the markets and occupied all the 
principal villages so as to  cut off the line of supplies w e r  reaching 
the rebd camps. His plans were far reaching in character. His 
ultimate objeetive was to convert the K h h i  hills into a European 
w h y  and he even planned the settling of the Burmese fugitives 
and the bold Manipurians in the very heart of the KMsi hills ns a 
counterpoise against the ill disposed K h B s i ~ . ~ ~  

Whon his plans were nearing completion and eve~*~t.hing was 
ready to  s t ~ i k e  a serious blow at  the TCh,~sis, Singh Mgnik, chief of 
Kvrum, came forward ~ n d  d e ~ e d  to  act as negotiator with a view 
to  bl.isging clbout a reconciliation between the English ~ n d  the 
Khgsi chiefs. At his request, military operations were suspended 
and he was given the full oppsrtuniltv to open negotiations with the 
rebel chiefs. Singh M8Bnik saw the rebel chiefs ~nr l  held several 
consultations wilth them. FinaIly it was agreed that an official 
representing the British Government with a power to negotiate 
qhould meet the rebel leader and open pourparle~s with 

Aua. 1832. Accordingly, Captain Lister ~mompanied by Shgh Wtnik and 
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b j g n  I)roJie went to nwet T b u t  Sagh and his p&y at  Nan& 
(iU thc territol.y of Singh MBuik) on the 18th August 1- 
ilrrrllged before. As Tirut  Sin& dwlinud to meet the Briti& 
pelxesultative~ if they came armed, it \va8 eve~ tua l ly  a r t t l d  that 
the British offi,cers should at tend unarmed. On the 2Srd Aueet  the 
I-rpresentative of the  Briti'sh lion met the lion of the K&& in hi, 
d c ~ .  I t  was a historic intervie~v no d o u b h n l y  there was no 
tlljght,y Ijen of Todd o r  Cunningham to depict i t  as such before the 
urorld at large. T i ~ u t  Singh was seen in company of his minieters. 
The coilferer~ce was opened by Captain Lister. Marly alluring 
promifies nrcrc held out  and "a policy of forgive and forget" was 

by the English representatives and finally they prornierd 
to spitre the lifc of Tirut  Sirgh and forgive the nlisconduct of his 
followers if hostilities were called off and adequate security furnished 
for thcir future conduct. Tirut  Singh was not the man to be 
bought off by promises. I I e  boldly demanded that the line of th? 
road passing through his t c ~ ~ i t o r y  should be abandoned and h i h  

ki~~gdolll  stored tO him.80 
As the English E n ~ l o g s  were not authoriued to  deal with that 

point. the parley broke off ~vithout  achieving anything. Tirut Singh 
was howevcr told that  he would be given the reply within fotlr day< 
after thc matter  had been reported to  the  Agent and he wes a h )  
infornlcd that  if no further intinlation was received from him. 
hostilities would be r e s ~ ~ m c d .  On the  next day. when the British 
party nrc~-c leaving for their headquai*tel*s a messenger came p a t  
hmtc  from the  followers of Tirnt Sigh and begged the English 
afficials to  accord thcnl an interview. This wna acceded t o  and 8 

second conference \;.as held in which Ngnsingh and Ji t  Roy. t t w  d 
T i n ~ t  Singh's priscipal nzantl$,v, took part. Nbnsing informed Captain 
Lister that thev were all tired of opposing the British : only the  fmr 
of the British Governmemt deterred them from corning in. C a p ~ a i n  
Lister told them tha t  if they could agree to  place Trmt  Siwh's 
ncphew a t  their head who was too young to have had any Anre in 
the N~lnklow massacre and give adequate security for t l k r  f t t t ~ r ~  
ccmdrlct, their case n~ould be placed before the Agent. T o  give tht- 
f o l l s ~ ~ e r s  of Til'tlt Sing11 further time t o  e x ~ m i n e  the ww pro-I* 
thc truce was extended. 

Though r11 c r~cgotia tion failed to bring ahoe t the  d t i m a  tr 
y r n ~ k  it had 1 1  vie~r?. the  preliminary conference was nut dtwetkcx 
barren in its rcsmlt. Thc sincerity and! intention of Sin& bfiinik 
urere proved ancl. what IVRS more va111ahle. it \ V R ~  folllld t h ~ t  there 
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existed a difference of opillion anio~igst the 1.ebr1 chiefs, ~,. ,d 
although i,t was not deemed possible at  that  time to  placate Tirut 
Singh into subn~ission. i t  tmnsl~ired that  an arrangement with his 
followers for the peaceful adjustment. of differences was not an 
il~ipossibility.~~ 

Negotiittio~ls were collclucted as usual through the mediation of 
Singh Mlnik  alid the 40th of September \\!its fixed for a secollc\ 
coliference between the English and the subordinate Khisi 
T i ~ n t  Siligh nlns kept out of the pictr~rc niid was perhaps left to fall 
iu  to insignificance in the cold shade of ~ieglcct. The following con&- 
tions were formulated by the Agent to be placecl before the hostile 
chiefs. Mr. Robertson tcrmcd these the "mildest" which wcrc in 
11;s power to offer to the rebels ancl these \Irere as follows: 

1 .  Tirut Singh mnst be given up, the British undertaking t o  
sl)nlVe his life. 

9.  His successor inay be selected by the confederate Rajas 
itccordir~g to  the custom and us;lgcl of their tribe. 

3. The  person, so selected. shall be recognised by the British 
Government and shall succeed to  all the position and privileges 
formel.ly enjoyed by Tin~t Singh. 

4. The  British Government shall have right to constrl~ct a road 
aecross the whole extent of the country lying hetween Cherrapunji 
and the plains of Assam, and 

5. The British Government shill1 lje a t  liberty to  constn~ct 
I>~*idges and -rest houses. 

Captain Lister ~ v a s  further verbally advised to hold out to the 
~achbel chiefs the prospect of the restitntion of all the lands they 
formerly held in the plains of A s ~ a r n . ~ ~  

Armed with these instructions, Captain Lister again met the 
1.ch~1 chiefs on the 25th of September. 1532, with Singh Rtfinik as 
mediator. Tirut Singh was supposed not to be  there as Robertson 
instri~cted Captain Lister to  meet the subordinate chiefs to  the exclu- 
sion of Tirut Singh. But  we learn from subsequent reports that 
' l ' i r ~~ t  Sinph's illness prevented from mectinsj the English envoys. 
There was a threadhare discussion of all the points laid down in the 
draft agreement. The chiefs first oh jected to the existing alignment 
of the road and wanted its diver~ion th ro l i~h  Singh Miinik's territory. 
After a long d i s c ~ ~ s ~ i o n  they were a t  last convinced of the a b s ~ ~ r d i t ~  
nf their demands nnd gave ilp that point. Tn respect of the 
srl~.render of T i r l~ t  Singh, the m o ~ t  vital point of t h ~  agreement, they 

" P. C. 1830. Octobeib 92. No. 66. 
P. C. 1839. October 243. No. 60. 
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1 , ~ 1  their 0Hr11 ~ V O L I ~ L I I ~ C  collstruction on it and promised 
,,"wnt him br f~ l - r  the E~~gl i sh"  very soon. This war n d  
by the Ellglish E ~ I \ T O J ~ ~  and th t~  confereucr bloke off. Though ~l~~ 
conf~rc~ncr failvtl 10 achic.\.c. its object, Siilph &Qllik, Wl10 appesrrtl 
ill l l ~ r  rolc~ of 1.\ lwacemaker, \ jr i ls presented with double barrelled 
gun ant1 cloths W ~ I T  distributecl to his nlinisters.8" Had these terms 
urhich the Directors at  home clluracterised ''as liberal and indulgent" 
been offered to the insurgents bcbfore, instead of after three years of 
s~lcc~c~~.sful ~~rsistarice, these 1nig11t l~rohi~bly haire b c ~ l  acceptd.AJ 

The extenclcd trrlce raame io i111 end and hostilities were going 
to Le resrln-~ccl when ngaili Singh M5nik appeared on the scene and 
reqr~ested thc Agent to hold his hand. Mr. Robertson consented to 
n ~~lsl~chnsion of military operations l~titil the 2lst of October hy 
which tinlc Singh Mlfinik llopccl to bring ahout the reconciliation. 
As the den~and foln the s~~rrendcr  of Tirut Singh \[.as found to he 
responsible for the repented failure of the peace parleys, it w&3 

thnl~glit inaclvisable to con t in~~e  the wn~~fare with the sole ohject of 
securing the person of a single chief. And Mr. Robertson had H 

mind to drop this much-objected point provided the other leaders 
gave some substantial proof of their sincere intention. But the 
Supreme Government did not agree to their Agent's propo~al .~"  

Tn the meantime, negotiations were going on and Singh hfsnik 
hrought with him Jud'5r Singh, a collateral relative of Tirut Singh 
and one of the most influential members of his party. Judiir Singh 
~rndertook to effect a settlement which, he hoped, ~rould bring peace to 
the surrounding country. The truce which was due to expire on thp 
21st October was extended for another ten days. Jud5r Singh \tras 
assl~red of the ~~rotection of the British and promised the h j  of 
Momlu and its dependencies in return for an annual tribute of 
Rs. 1.b00 if he could secure the surrender of Tirut Singh. Howerer 
alluring the terms were. Judiir Singh and his followers did not think 
it advisable to submit to  the terms offered by Mr. Robertson. To 
[hem it seemed nothing short of a betrayal of their leader.86 

As JudGr Singh and his party did not return to report within DCC. 1 ~ 9 .  

the prescribed period, the truce virtrlally came to an end and Mr. 
Rnbertson ordered Captain Vetch to  resume operations. As the 
chance of an amicable settleinent was remote, Mr. Robertson wrote 
tn the Calcl~tta Colincil for permission to make the ~ o l i r e  cordon . 

Rq P. P. 1854, October 43, No. 60. 
'' (Pol) Letter from Court No. 14 of 1R34. 

P. C. 1R9R. October 24. No. 60. 
" P. C. 1899, Decmhrr 5. No. 100, 
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at t k  base of the hills complete by colillectiug SyIhet w i k  Goalparr 
wi&k a view to making the econon~ic bbcktlde agrrin8t the rebeb 
th rough mntl d R ~ t i v e . ~ ~  The necessary perrnissiorl was obtained 
and tbe cordon round the K h s i  hills was further was tightena{ 
d a b a t e  p~qwrations were made to round up 1hc1 rebels. 

Raja Singh Miinik was all the time husjf tryitrg to co~~\~ incs  
Raja Tirut Sngh of the futility of further resistawe, and at last on 
the 9th d January, IBSS, J i t  Roy, one of the ministers of Tirut Sin*, 
met Captain Inglis and opened negotiation for the surrencler of his 
w d e r ,  on the condition that his life should be spared. Captain Inglis 
cmsmted nnd guupanteed the fulfihnent of the pledge by t a b  
ran oeh, according to the K h s i  custom, which consisted of eating 
sslt fm t h e  blade of a sabre. Other preliminaries were ~ettletj 
a d  h a N y  on the 13th January, TS33, Raja Tirut Singh surrendered 
to the English. Instead of coming with two armed inen as agreed 
to by his muntris, he came to surrender with his retinue. Even 
when he surrendered, he did not forget his beloved country ant1 
r eqmted  the English officer t o  make proper arrangeme~lt for the 
administration of his state.8B 

T h t  Shgh was sent down to Gauhati where he was ordered 
to be tmnqmted  to the Tenasserim province by the Agent. Br~t 
the C a h ~ a  Coucil revised the order of the Agent and sent him 
dmm to Dacca for detention.e9 When Tinl t  Singh arrived a t  Dacca, 
he had nothing with him excepting a blanket to cover his body. 
H e  was a t  first confined in the Dacca jail but later orders were 
issued, not to  treat him as an ordinary prisoner." A ssuitahle but 
~ t r o n g  house was found for him and he was granted a monthly 
allowance of Rupees sixtythree with permission to engaged two 
~ r n n t s . ~ ~  There remained the last independent king of the 
Khiisis to wear away his last days in confinemcnt and solitude till 
h e  breathed his last in 1841. Thus ended the career of one of the 
most heroic but little known figures in the history of India. 

Tirut Singh \vas indeed a striking personiility, hut his powers 
and ~bil i t i rs  were out of all proportion to t l ~ c  stage he  was destined 
to plzy his part on. T t  mast be admitted that he was leniently 
dealt with bv the British Government. Had he fought against an!' 
d the kings of the North Eastern states. he mould h ~ v e  suffered a 

" P. C. 1893. October 92, No. 80. 
P. C. 1833, February 12, No. 494. 
Pol. Letter to Court NO. 3 of 1880. 
P. C. 1899, March 19. Nos. 65-66. 

O1 P. C. 1839. April 90. NOR. -5. 
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mo1.e ignoble fate. But when all is said, it must also bc remembered 
that he was not rebel in the ordirutry sense of the term. Even 
Mr. Scott, whom he antagonised most, paid glowing tributes the 

irnyuls;s of this great chieftain. If the penetrating mind 
of Mr. Scott conceived the bold project of linking Sylhet with 
Assam by laying a road through the very heart of the m s i  hills, 
the savage mind of Tirut Singh was not slow to realize the baneful 
effect of this peaceful penetration and took to the only means *hkh 
wtls left to an independent king namely to exciting his savage 
countrymen to rise in arms against the usurping authority of the 
"lowland strangers." But the massacre a t  Nunklow, the cold- 
blooded murder of illnocent Englishmen and Bengalees was an act 
of great p~rfidy on his part and no amount of excuse can take away 
the stigma which has ~arnished his otherwise heroic character. I t  
may be safely assumed that had there been no Nunklow massacre 
to blacken his career he would have been treated with more respect 
nnd consideration by his noble adversary and he might even have 
been given back his own territory. 

The conduct of his followers was no less pri\ise\~orthg. If the 
British side produced men of the type of Townshend, Vetch, White 
2nd Brodie who fought against men and the elements in those 
~~ntraversed and inhospitable regions in a most exenlplary way, the 
Khiisis also had their leaders in Mgnbhot, Iii1 Singh, Mukund Singh 
and Barmiinik, who showed wonderful courage, ability and power 
nnd were imbued with a burning sense of patriotism which were 
even appreciated by their equally brave and gcnerous opponcntsO' 
Mr. Scott feelingly referred to "the gallantry and ~atriotisrn displayed 
by Miinbhot and Man Singh" which in his opinion "were deserving 
of consideration" and he expressed sincer* regrets that "it was not 
found practicable t o  make terms with these brave men." There is 
110 doubt that had all the W s i  chiefs joined in the general conflagm- 
tion that followed the Nunklow maswcre it would hare  been 
difficult for 'the British to bring them under control. 

But if blame is to be apportioned, the British also had their 
share of responsibility for this protracted warfare. When the full 

facts relating to the Kh~gsi Disturbances reached the ears of the 
Directorate a t  home they found in the rond~lct of the officers of the 
Bengal Government "much to be regretted and something to be 
blamed". Not only did they condemn "the insolent tone and 
oppressive conduct exhibited (towards the mountniners) on the 
part of inferior officers and senrants belonging to their establishment 
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at  lliat time", but every stage of their haudling of tire Klrfisi illsuurc.c.. 

tion canle under the sri1rc.h light of their scathing criticislrr. Ill tlleir 
opinioili not only were M r .  Scott nncl all the officer?, under llilll 
cunipletely inisi~~formecl its to tlie s tate of leelit~g prv\.aiIing ilmongal 
the K h ~ s i s  \\.hen Lhey sent up the in\?iilids to the stir~atoriirnl but  the 
former illso uiiclercstirnated the strength of the petty Khisi state5* 
when tlicl  rebellion i~ctiially broke out,  antl, \ \ha t  \\?as \t7orse, no well 
concerted atteb~npts were ever made to  srlbjugate thern.'g 

r \  Iliey also condemrlecl ill the stro~igest tc.mls the impositioll 
fines ~~nc le r  false pretelices irr the 11an1e of the (;ovt>rnnlc~~t \v1iicIr, 
in the opillioii of Lt.  Tow~ishtbntl. \VRS tlre cause of t11e hills reniai~iin~ 
so 1011g iili a clisturbetl antl the COII I*~  of Directors 1atc.r 
ri~rthoil'ised R I r .  Jenkins, ihe successor of Mr.  HoI)crl.;on, to remit tllc 
t~nrealised portion of the fines. 

With the surrc~~clcr of Tirut Singh the \v~.etche(S wa~*fare of which 
I)otli thc parties n.erc tired came to  n t i  end and the pacification of 
tlrc I<h;~si c011ntry \\'as within sight. The Kh5sis in every directiorr 
m;l~iifcstcd il .;111xl11ed disl~osition ant1 temper.!"' All thv chief4 
subn~ittecl onc by one and entered into agreements with the British. 
A heavy fine of Rs. 5.000 had already been imposed on RarmGnik 
anti small fines (at the rate of Re. I/- per hor~se) \I7ere levied on a 
number of states and villages mhich participated in the rebellious 
activities. The  fines to  he realised were earmarked for the improve- 
ment of the roads in the Khssi hills. Bu t  in the  matter of the 
imposition of fines on villagc~s. the Sl~pi'ernc Government intervened. 
The Gol~ernor-Genera1 ill the course of a ~ n i n l ~ t e  questioned the 
policy of levying a money tax at  a11 on the  hill tribesgR And the 
Agent (Mr.  Robertson) \\.;is ordered t o  cancel the  imposition of 
fines on the g1.ollncl that the British Government had no right to 
impose a tax on the villagers belonging t o  independent ~ h i e f s . 9 ~  

On the 29th March. 1834. Rajnn Singh was installed as Raja in 
s~~ccession to  Tirut Singh and agreed t o  allow the British Government 
to  carry the road across the whole extent of his t*erritory and to  
supply lahour and materials as required. An agreement to that 
effccl n7as drawn lip and signed hy his eight m c r n t r i ~ . ~ ~  

" Even the Conrt of 1)irectors in their cIespiltclles often referred to them 
as "Small and independent principalities." 

' 'PI .  Letter from C o ~ ~ r t  No. 14 of 1834. 
*' Pol. Letter Tro~n Court No. 24 of 1836. 

Pol. I ~ t t e r  from Court No. 44 of IRS5. 
* P. P. 1R33. Marc11 25. No. 108. 
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And finally whe~l quiet H'HS r e ~ t o ~ d  ill the Khgsi hills, Captain 
Listel., for his superior knowledge of the character of the people 
.l\,-ho for the first time ill the aii~lals of their race were rendered 
tlnibutary",gh?a~ a p p o i l ~ t ~ d  Political Age~lt with power to negotiate 
,~;th the king of Jaintifi on political niatters. His headquarters were 
fixed at Cherrapunji. His task was clearly defined. Over villages 
tiirectjy unde~. the control of the British. he was empowered to 
rxercise niagisterial functions. The  chiefs were allowed to retain 
c.~ltire jurisdiction within their own limits ; only they had to submit 
to the geiiel.al supcrilltendence of the Political Agcbnt. Both in the 
case of the restored chiefs and in the case of the independent chiefs 
the Political Agent was specially forbidden to  interfere further than 
he was entitled to do politically. As the powers vested were certainly 
vague or tlelihcrately kept vague. the Political Agcbiit \vas specially 
empowered to  correspond direct with the Governor-General on 
~)oliticnl n ~ a t  ters. Thus \Ire find thn t though on paper every possible 
care nras taken to retain the general indcpendence of the Ichfisi 
chiefs and though originally a separate status was observed with 
regard to the states of Cherrii, Khyrim, Nonpstain. Cyngkin and 
Yongspung. gl.ndually the line of distinction ula.; ol)litei-atc~d and all 
the Khiisi states sank into the position of dependent principalit ies.lo0 

1'. p. 1833, ~la1u.11 95, No. 107. 
lW Y. C .  lass ,  February 11, Nos. 10%-la .  

Pol. Letter Don1 Court No. 24 of 1830. 



SECTION I V  

Since their subjugation by Captain Neufville in 1835, the 
Sirighphos remained in a discontented state. Their chief wealth, 
the Assamese slaves, was take11 away from them and they were 
further forbidden to seize any Assamese subjects as slaves in future, 
The strong arm of the British checked their predatory habits. The 
peaceful avocation of agriculture and commerce which they were 
encouraged to take to as their sole means of subsistence did not suit 
their predatory habits. So they remained in a sullen mood and were 
looking for an opportunity to set a t  naught the British supremacy 
and to recruit their exhausted finance by an incursion into the plains 
of Assam.' Opportunities soon presented themselves. 

Runuii Gohain, a discontented Khllmti chief who had given the 
English much trouble and annoyance a t  the time of the Anglo- 
Burmese War, was kept out of office when the final arrangement was 
entered into with the Khimti  chief, Sadiyii Khawifi G'ohain. He 
joined the party of the discontented Singphos and evolved a plan 
to drive out the English in which all the chiefs of this region took 
part. As their own strength was insufficient, the Singphos invited 
their brethren beyond the frontier t o  come to their aid. The hill 
Singhphos to whom nothing appeared more alluring than a call to 
plunder, assembled under the guidance of their enterprising leader 
named Wackun Khoonjun, a subject of the king of Avii and readily 
accepted the invitation and made a determined plan to fall ~ p o n  
Sadiyla. 

Accordingly in 1829, Wackum Khoonjun into whose hands the 
initiative had now passed, paid an informal visit to Lt .  Rutherford. 
his real intention being to know the strength and resources of the 
British on the frontier. At that time he saw also the chief or Gaum 
of Luttorg and made final arrangements for the plunder of Sadiyg 
and the country around. I t  took the Singphos three vears to fit out 
and perfect this "grand cxpedition". I t  \vas a formidable combina- 
tion indeed as a11 the hostile and warlike border tribes combined to 
clrive the English out of the c o ~ ~ n t r y .  They arere in close touch with 
the leaders of the Khiisi Insurrection and organisers of the second 
rebellion which already kept the hands of the English full a t  that 

Tt iz   aid that even Chandra Kiznta was implicated in this 

S. P. 1890, March 5,  No. 3. 



The i w r e c t z o n  of the Singphor 101 

*lot. The time sdected was m o a t  opportune. They r a i d  stocludea 
and towers at  Luttortl, replenished their stores with 40,000 maunds 

rice and kept in readiness R0,000 hand-cuffs, hoping to capture a t  
least 10,000 Assamese. 

Arrangements for the grand assault were completed by the end 
of 182l) and the hill Singphos numbering above 4,000 started from 
their horne in the Hukawng valley by the begiuniug of 18W. 'lliey 
aossed tlie Bar Dihing river and skirting the district of Bis6, the 
chief of which had not sufficient force to prevent their incursione, 
effected a junction with their ally, the Luttorii Gaum, at  the head 
of the Thengii river, where their number swelled to nearly 3,000. A 
force of 500 KhSimtis under the leadership of Bunuii Gohain \\.as on 
its way to meet them. These men were armed with spears, swords 
and muskets. They had a contcmytible opinion of the English arid 
were fully confident of their ultimate ~ucces s .~  

There \\?as a stir in the English headquarters and all sorts of 
runlours reached the ears of the local authorities regarding the 
strength, combinatioil and avowed intention of the invaders. Under 
the treaty of 1826, the Singhpho chiefs of the Cis-fitkai range were 
spccially enjoined to transmit to the Political Agent a t  Sadiyii any 
news of the hostile combination in that quarter. But the report? 
the different chiefs sent on this occasion were not only exaggerated 
but  also contradictory. Each chief implicated the other. This 
shonrs that they were in sympathy with the rebels. 

The Raja of BisL, the supposed head of the Singpho confedelac.y. 
\\-as the first to inform the Agent that the Singphos were coming a t  
the express invitation of the Sadiy;? Kllawl Gohain and tlie Runrd 
Gohain. The Gaum of Duffa came with a different version and told 
the Political Agent that from the Hllkawng valley several thousand 
Singpho warriors had arrived and joined hands with the Gaums of 
Bisii and Luttorii. According to another version all the border 
chiefs of importance including the Bar S e ~ p a t i  and the SadiyH 
Khawii Gohain were implicated. Captain Neufville did not eve11 
for a moment sr~spect the fidelity of these tmo border chiefs both of 
whom followed him in the ~arnpa ign .~  

But his views regaiding the innocence of these two chiefs \rere 
not shared by Major White who suspected the Sad;,* KhaIr.5 Gohain. 
and both Captain Pemberton and Jenkins who had acquired a wide 
knowledge of frontier politics confirmed the suspicion of Major 

' S. P. 1890, April 10, NOS. 7 & 0.  
' s. P. 1990. March 19. Nw. 1-56. 
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White.' Bruce. the Coninlauding Officer a t  Sadiya, s~~bSequcntly 
reported tha t  while the  Gni l~n  of Bisic was ordered by Captain 
Neufville to  take possessior~ of a road tha t  let1 to a pass \ylliCh the 
Singphos were espectecl t o  take, he led the  detc~chment under hinl 
to u v ~ r y  ditierer~t placth i111cl reniai~~etl  idle in thc junglt. l l l l t i l  

enemy had all escaped. Evidently Captain NCuf\~illc \jras decei\Trd 
this erookcd chief, wlio. aa 11e was s i t t ~ i ~ t r ( l  b r t n . c c ~ ~  tb(1 English 

and the Singphos, had a difficult pclrt t o  pli1.v &lid tried to  please both 
pitrties, tlioi~gh his real synlpathy l;ig \\litti his kinsn1en.4 

Captain Neufvillc. took ij ser- io~~s view of the  hostile coillbination 
on the frontier. F~sont ier posts \irere s l  rengtllcnetl to  their original 
c~omplenients nnd instructions were i s s~~c t l  t o  all the  friendly 
of the eastern regiol~ t o  send ill their reinforcc.mc.nts. H e  himself 
took the field. On the  14th February. 1830 with il sl~fficient force 
he reachtd Saclij.li \vhere he was joined 1)y the  Bill. SenRpati and 
the Sadiyii Khi3\17ii Gohaill. H e  nt once nioved to  TAuttorii, three 
dnys' march from Sadiy& where the enemy was reported t o  be halting, 
and sent a nlessenger t o  Wackun Khoonjun. the  leader of the invad- 
ing force. advising him t o  retrace his steps. He also sent orders to 
thc chief of T,irttold strictly prohibiting him from joining the hostile 
Singphos. These remonstrances had no effect and the  messenger 
returned with the  information tha t  the  Singphos mere performing R 

sacrifice (as cl~stomarv with them previous t o  any encounter) and 
that  they nrol~ld move do\vnwar(l in a day  o r  

Thc information helped Captain Nel~fville t o  make his tlis- 
positions. He took ~ r p  a position ahoilt ten miles u p  the river 
R r a h n i a p ~ ~ t r n  commanding the  mouth of the  river No; Dihing. On 
the  26th February. he received intelligence tha t  the  S in~phos  had 
cao1nc do\vn the Noii Dihing nncl had reached the  village of TluttolaZ 
011 1,amboo rafts and were trying t o  gain foothold on the hank of 
tlic Rrahmaplitra. Captail1 Ncufville with n vie117 to  foiling 
their attempt to 1-each the  hank moved o ~ t t  on the  morning of 
t h ~  47th Fehrrtary i ~ n d  fell upon the enemy at T , l~ t t l~ .  abo l~ t  half-an- 
hollr :~f ter  stlnset. -4 few minnteq of firing disper~ed the  enem!' 
who fled ~ ~ n d ( \ i .  thc cover of dnrkness l c a v i n ~  hchind them a con- 
siderable clllantity of arms and ammilnition. T h e  chief of Luttn 
who \v:ls f ~ ~ i r n d l y  t o  thc Ri-itish aavc t h n n  :111 ~ o s s i h l e  help an(' 

+ T.ater on Major White had 10 yevise his opil~in~l ~.eci,rdi~lg the poli1icanl 

~llha~.arter of the Rar Se~~epat i  whonl he for~~\cl deciderlly failllrr~l 10 Ili' 

engapmenta. 
(Foreign 1938. April 18. Noa. 56-57') . 
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,,,xt d i ~ .  Iii~uesbrngerb b r o ~ g h t  in valuable iufo~*matirn regarhug 
the dispo"h~~ of the ~11t.1L1,)'. I"ear.ing that the eurmy might attack 
~ ~ d ,  caytall1 .I 'e~f\~ille jl~~niecliatelj' despiikbed a force to t b  &id 

tile cliief. As a 1)recautional'y nlcasure, ht: albo ordered the g w -  
boats lo re111aill a t  auchor a t  the confiueilce of the river aud I& a 
,,art of the hlwilniirii nlilitia to prevent the enemy from comiug 
do\\'ll 011 rafts. As his owl1 force was considerably reduced, he did 
,lot deem it advisable to proceed to  Luttol* and sent instructions 
10 Jorh  t to S C I ~  reinforccmeiits at the earliest opportunity! 

111 the llleantime he receivd irltelligence that the enemy had 
re-assembled a t  Luttora and were engaged in erectiug stockades. 
He niade elaborate preparations to meet the enemy and called up011 
dl the chiefs of the eastern rcgion to assemble the whole of their 
disposable means. Heavily reinforced, Captain Neufville com- 
mented liis fur\vard movement on the 11th March and took a direct 
route. Iie sent one detachment to Luttorii by a circ~~itous route i11 

order to fall on the rear of the enemy. But he overestimated the 
strength of the enemy. The Singphos abandoned their works a t  the 
first appearance of the detachment, one volley of fire being sr~fficient 
to wute them. They were driven across the hills and fled to\r.ads 
the Barkhamti country. The town of L11tton8 and the stockades 
erected therein were destroyed and the party returned to Jorhht 
leaving a strong detachment a t  S a d i ~ i i . ~  This was the last organized 
rebellion on a comprehensive plan to drive out the English fro111 
Assam. The Singphos remained sullen and ferocious ready to flare 
up again when the opportunity presented itself. They rose in revolt 
several times ;-their last formidable rising taking place in 1843 1vit1 
the connivance of the Burmese Governor of Hukawng was com- 
pletely crushed. But  these were sporadic and l o c ~ l  outbursts not 
connected with any general organized plan. 

When the rising aTas over and peace restored Mr. Scott I,,nelasl 

suggested certain measures which aimed a t  extirpating the Sillgpho 
menace ontee and for all. AS the Singphos had been living in a 
(lispersed state co\rering a wide and fertile area which acted as a 
tempting bait to the tribes lying eastjvard. Mr. Scott suggested that 
fill the Singphos, residing in the tipper zone of the Brahpapntra 
l b l l e ~ ,  shoold either 1,e required to draw closer together under the 
G ~ l l n ~  of Bisg near the neighbourhood of Burhiit, leaving the eastem- 
most tract to  run waste. or he ordered to recross the Pltkai range 
and io repair to  their original home on the Chindwin river.' But 

@ S. P. 1830. April 16. NO. 7 .  
S. P. 1830. April 16. NOR. 8-9. 
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both Captain Pemberton and Jenkins. who m ~ d e  an exhtttlstive 
survey of Assan1 and submitted a well-prepared plan of defence for 
the whole of Assam w a e  definitely against this proposal. They 
feared that such it measure would not only neutralize Bisoi. GaumPs 
usefulness as an "avant garde." but also would check the growing 
friendly intercourse with the inhabitants of the Huknwng anti Main#- 
Khwang valleys. The policy of suffering the country between Bid 
and Burh!%t to lie waste would in their opinion fail to cripple the 
enemies. ''Flather this policy of denial" they observed "wo111d tend 
to weaken the offensive operation of the  British themselves in the 
event of another Burmese attack." So the suggestion of Mr. Scott 
was not accept.& and the Singphos were left scattered as beforem 

P. C. 1834. October b. No. 114-A. 



A h .  Scott \ \*; IS c ~ l l c d  u]>on 1,y the (;oi7er~lnlent of Illtlia to 
s~~t)mit tleti~ilccl arri~ngements for the restorfition of the Native 
llonarchy in Upper Assan1 as early u s  1898 (vitlr page 5 3 )  hut for 
nearly t)tl.ee .~.cal.s (1828-31) nothing fur.thcbl. \\';is clollr~ ill  thi.9 
direction. In the nieantime rebellion i 1 f t ~ 1 -  rehc~llion oln~wnizc~~l b ~ ,  
tlre disaftccted ~iohility of the land had burst 11po11 the unl~app)~ 
\ ~ t l l q r  ils Mr. Scott had pl-edict cd. Thcse rebellions, though nippcd 1831 

in the b ~ ~ d ,  I ~ o u g h t  to the forefront the question of the c\lentual 
settlement of the nfi'ni~*s of Upper Ass;ln~ and Mr. Scott bvils 
iastructed to submit a detailed ~ e p o r t  regarding the ftttnrc adminis- 
tration of this region. Accordingly. he s l ~ b n i i t t ~ d  :I flscsh report in 
J111le , 1831. The forebodings of Mr. Scott as openly hintctl 1)y lliln 
in his last report (1838) proved unfo1.t unatelj. to he too t I-IIC itnd 
hence he \VRS all the more inclined ton~al-(1s the restorat ion of i1 nntivcb 
dynasty. 

He knew full well that according to the Suprcnle Go\~ernment 
the chief obstacle that had stood in the way of the nlaterialization 
of his fayourite schmie u7as the question of the security of the eastern 
frontier of Assam. So he planned a new scheme to provide for thc 
adequate security of the frontier. hl thc earlier years of the 
occupation there was an assistant to the Political Agent 
stationed a t  Sadiyii with one or more Eurol~ean officers in command 
of the troops cantoned there for the administration of C e n t r ~ l  
Assam. Besides. there was an officer in conimalld of the Assen) 
Light Infantry stationed at  Bish\vanath, chief military post of the 
British Go\~ernn1e~1t in Assam. But later all these posts \\?ere 
combined in one and conferred upon Captain IVe~f\~ille. 

But this arrangement had also its drawbecks \vhich were bro~lght 
to light doring the time of the last Singpho insurrection. Though 
Captain Neufville \vas a very capable man, he could llot do full 
jllstice to the nlultifariolls duties he was saddled with. There W0s 
great Apprehension at the time of the last tormoil tbat son~e of the 
chiefs. nyho n.erc provided nith arms for dcfcncc i~gilinst the irrlw- 
timi of the wild I~ill-tl.ihcs, mould turn against the British themselves 
hccnusc ihcr(> .c.VgS ),One jn their midst to c.ont1.01 tlicil- nctivitics. 

14 



Alr. Scot l i l l  ilri11 lirllc. i i l ~ l l ~  rt'IiIiII'k~(i, " j j ~ t  fur tllc buddell 
; I ~ ) ~ ~ ~ ~ I I . ~ I I I C ' C '  of C'iil)tiii~~ h'~~111\~illc (111 hl.iiI.~I~, 16:iO) n t Slc&j;i, ~b~ 
\\ I ~ o I , '  ~f I IlilI, 1)ill'l of I l i t '  ( ' 0 l l l l I  1')' \ ~ 0 l l I ( I  l l i l \ ' ~  I J t ' ~ 1 1  l'il \ ' i ig~tI 1))  [/le 

S i i ~ g p l l o ~ . " ~  
'ro g ~ ~ i ~ ~ ' ~ l  i ~ g i ~ i l ~ s t  thty;e e\'cril~~i~liticbs Mr.  S(.ott revc'rtcd 10 t lrc  

1 1 1  i1r1'2111g~'l~c*llt. JIc ~ . c ' ~ o l ~ l l l l c ~ l I t l ( ' ( I  t l l i l  l ~ l l c r ~  slluuld 
> ~ ; t t  ioll('(1 :I 1 Sil(lij 2 il ~ ) C ' l ' l l l i l l l t ' l l L  Ofi('C'1' i l l  ('Ollllllil l l ( l  Of Ill(' ~ l l i l i ( ~ ~ ' )  

c 31 ;I l ) l ish~llc*~~ts, I 1 o 1 1  11ot ol~lj .  S I I ~ C ~ I . ~ ~ > ~ '  t IIC' local ~ni l i t i~ ,  
I ) IL I ,  i 1 1 . s ~  control t l l c b  I1orclc1r c.11ic.f~ ;I< it11 i ~ . s > i ~ l i l ~ ~ L  to  the Political 
.igc'llt. I I v  f ~ r t  11c.r plupo>c~l tha t  tilt. forces sia tio~letl itt thal place 
~lrorrl(l I - V I I I ~ ( ~ I \  fixed l ) e r r ~ ~ i l i ~ t ~ ~ ~ t I ~ ~ . ? 4 ~ ~ c l  to ~rrc~ct tlrcl S~~l?retur 

( ; o \ . c  I l r~~lc~lt ' . ;  COII  tent ioir thiil tlrc il~lcrvc~n t i o ~ ~  of it triljr~tal~y territory 
I)ot \\.ccbr~ t l1c1 cahief ~~ l i l i t i~yy  post ii11(1 111~ ~iis tel~l l  front ier \vollld cvcqte 
cli/fic,~~ltic> i l l  tllc. i r i ~ n s l ~ ~ i ~ s i o n  of hol(liia~'s 1 ) ~ '  \v;ltc.~- i l l  the event of 
il  ~lotll(~l* 131!1*1nc~sc \\';I I', RI1.. Scott , s~~gg( ' s t (~ l  tI l i \  I For I I I C ~  s i l f~ 1)nssap;c. 
ot' ~ o l t l i , ~ ~ ' \ ,  he 11sc of t , h ( h  nort her11 I , ; I I I ~  of t 1 1 ~  H1.tlhmapytl.a sho\lltl 
l ) t b  I-C t i ~ i l ~ c ' ( l  1)j. t IIC' C<)I~I~,~II IJ .  :111(l th(1 *OI,I t11('r11 bi11~li b~ ~ ' C S C ~ \ ~ C ( I  
I'or tilt. 1lstb of t l l ( '  kilig i i ~ l t l  illc. nol>ility,.:: .4ri11~'~1 \17ifh this nclw 
1:1;1u \\.llicll 1 1 t h  rc.g;~yclrtl , i t$  c~ffcc.ti\.c' for p r o ~ i c l i ~ ~ g  for the 9ccrrrily 
o f  tlrcb frolltier JIr.  Scott, with 5on1c degl.cq of cert;iinty, turned In 

tllc nli~in proposal. 11anlc.ly. t h ~  rcstoratioll of a ~ l i ~ t i ~ e  mon:rrch,v. 
Ilc rcbn~indc.tl ths  S111)1.(\nlc C;ovcl.r~n~c~nt of tllc 1)1.omise they hntl 

nliidc rcq:.;l~.tling t l ~ c  ~.rstor;itio~l of w n:iti~tl inonilrchy in 'ITppc~n 
I 1 s~~l)lnitlccl that  \\.ith h11(~11 ; I I I  01)jt'ct in v i ~ \ v  
111.. Ric~l~n~ds  iincl hinisc4f, a s  joint, commi<sioncrs. I~ild 111ade nn 
s ~ l b s t i ~ ~ l  t i ; ~ l  nltcritt ions in t11c i~dn~inis t  r ; ~  t ivc. syht cni of TTpper Assani 
(1846) . T f  thc Company tlesi~nc~tl to  i.cttiiin thn t par1 of ihe cor~lry 
t!nd(>r 111c.ir clircct nut1101.it)r. they shoultl not only inin~ediatelp intro- 
c l t ~ c ' ~  11nt1ol- a T S I I I . ~ ~ ) ~ ; I I I  agency ;I 1,c.t I cl. s\-sicm of nclministrntioll 
\\,l~cthcl- or not the rcvc1111cs I-enlixrcl \vc1-cb si~ffioicnt t o  cover the 
~ > Y ~ C I ~ W S  i ~ l v o l v ~ d .  hrit 4110111t1 nlw cff>(*t ill1 irliportant chqnge in the 
I-c\.cnlIc system. On thc othcl- linl~d i f  I 11c S111,remc, Government 
\\.as of opinion {hat t11~ I C I I  fro111 , Ccn t1.;11 Assani qrqs 
i~lci~fficicnt to  justify n Ei~ropenll cst~11)lishrnc~nt ant1 if they fcarcd 
I hi1 t thc  sr~gpestecl nlodc of rcfornl ill thcl ~~evcnrle affairs nror~ld 
~~roclrlcc di.;co~~tcnt amongst the infl~~cntinl  clnsws, t l i ~ ~  s h ~ ~ l d  
immcdiiitcJy w d o r c  that  portion of .4scnm t o  n prlincc of the ~ogal 
1)lootl on thp lincs S I I ~ ~ C S ~ C ~  1 ) ~  him. Tn this connection. he said. 
":rn inll,cl=f(v-t Dritish ndminiqtra~ion n i l~s t  hc worsc ihnn a i~ntirc  



o,lr, \rtli~Jj, tl\.cAll if it \ \ t ~ l l f b  ill illtegrilg, a t  leaat lw9sesses a i,rl-fect 
~ l l o w ~ e ~ ~ g e  of thtb ~ ~ I H ' s ,  C I I ~ ~  O I ~ L ~  i~ l ld  preju(1i~es of its ~ ~ ~ b j ~ ~ t , . ' ~  

H(> furl h(.r poirltc*(I out t h i ~ t  I,>' the c.slnhli~lll~1cnt ( , f  ;I l l i t t  i \ - ( .  
Ilrillcr 111 ~ 0 1 t 1 1 1 1  Abhil~l~. i l l1  ( . I I ( I  O I I  I ) ( .  1 ) ~ t  i i f  O l l C e  10 the l)]()t5 
iIlltl illtrigl~c's {hilt 11;ttl Ililllcl.lo ])~.~\*i t i l t*c~.  "It wotllrl ),c. f u t i l e  t o  
. I l p p o ~ ~ , "  hc right-Iy ~.itl~li~l.kcd. "tll;lt 11rc~1111)c.r.s of tht. i-ulillg c-lws5es. 
\\ l l~bh(b f i ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ t o l ' b  11:1(1 l'('i#ll~(l ill \'iIIIpy I I ~ O I * ~  {hall ji\,c }llllldre(l 
\( . ; l la woultl i ~ t  o1lc.e give 111) all theil. 11oj~c~s of fut111.e g r c i a t ~ ~ ~ ~ s c  
1I1e i~ppei~~~i~ncc .  i~l l rol~gcl  t heill of :I llantlful of bt r-allgc.~-s." Iie 
tlo~ll)trd wlrr~hel. t I 1 ( 3  British \\.auld ljc. i 1 l ) l ~  t o  wc.111.c- the 51ll)nlis.iojl 
(11 tl1c1 A~s;llncsc tlr~l'itlg ilt l('i~kt t 11t' cx i* t e~~ce  of t hi' g e l ~ e r ; ~  ti(11l th;, I 
IlatI hem thc* o\.c~l~tIlro\v o f  tllcil. i ~ u t h o l s i ~ ~ .  i1114l 11c \\.ilrl~('d tlirs 
Go\.cb~.rrnie~~t tllat c.on~l)i~.irc.ic~s col~ltl 11ot I)c.  ! ) o l ~ ~ l r t  c)ff 1)). lil,c.y;\l 
I~c.nsior~s to t11c ex-nol)ilit~., ;~titl i h c ~ .  I I I I I ~ ~  1~ yl.cl);rrecl fc,ls IrllmclIbr,llc 
plotr iind c.ol~spiracic~s. RII-. S(aott'5 \\.;IS tlic~ policy of apl)cbilscincl\t 
t,i~setl on thcl caorrcbc.t wading of the  siI11i1ti011 :111(1 ('onfirlll('d 1)y t11c' 
1)ast event c .  Tllc C;llcrl t t a  Corlncil \\.;iq far R H ' H ~  from t11v S C ~ ~ ~ I C  of  
u\.thllts :lll(l cotlI(1 110t col l l ]~l~l~l l l~l l~l  t11;1 t ".A\~f,lll ( l i fF~~l -~( l  fl.0lll t11c 
1.c4 of tlic caolrn trics c.o~rqrrc~.etl 1)y t lle Corn])i~ny."~ 

With this \ ~ i l l ~ n i l ~ g .  h e  - 1 1 i  t 1 l i ic  ])la11 fol '  the rcstor-;I tic~n 
of n 11ativc prill(0~ ill 'ITppc~ AS>;IIII. We rcql~iretl a5 bc.fo~*t\ th;c t tllc, 
power of tlcyosition sllor~l(l 1)t. ret;~ilic.cl 1,y ;\II cx1)licit dccl ;~rat iol~ 
ill the cvelli of grohc: 111isgc)ver1ilti(~nt. TIC furtllcr stipulill etl t h i ~ t  :I 
~ ( b ~ ~ t i ~ i n  portion of t11v rcvcnlle slio111d h c  sc.1 n l ~ a r t  for the clcfencc. 
of t l~e  C O I I I I ~  ry 111ltlej. thc clircctioli of the Brii ish Governn~c-11 t : t h ; ~  t 
I110 old crilninnl 1i1w a~ l tho l . i s in~  thc  l,iirl)i~ro~ls sy<t el11 of I I ~ I I ~  i I i ~  t i o l i  

*h011l(l 1)c ~ilo(lifietl alltl thilt tliv Rni;~ ~ h o l ~ l t l  mnkc for thv c~xtllrnl 
(.~nanc.il~ation of the p'iiks 1 ) ~ .  tht. 411l)\tit11tion of rllO1lcBy l ) ;~y ln~ l l t  
fol. pclaw,nnl sc r \ ' i~*~ ' s .  IT(' ( l i \ - i ( l~( l  the T l ~ ' i l l ~ n ~ ~ p ~ ~ t  I*;I Pall:.?. i l l  to folll* 
~'nrth* ant1 s~~ggestcvl t h a t  t hc  Jo1-11;lt ni\-i$ion. cxtendilic fr13111 
J311rh;it t o  the Dll5llshil.i l-iv~1. cxoycring :in wrc;l of 3,FiC)C) <(I.  nlil(-* 



nlld t a i t i i~~g  u 1)opuIilt ion o f  LL,'L0,000 .so11 1.4, \vi t h u11 itlcolllc ,,I 
1 lac of rlrpecb\, shotrlcl I ~ c b  I l i~~~tlecl over to tlrc 11ew k i ~ r g . ~  

These> buggestio~~s \vtsrch 11~iti111y ~ I I  1i11ct \\lit11 11is c~rigit~itl p r ~ j ) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
but  \~.hcll he re\rcrtccl to  thcs fillill hclc~tioll of ~1 \\.ol.thy catl(litlatc 
for this rc.storccl n ~ o ~ ~ t t r c ' l ~ y ,  I I C ~  c~r~c~htiotl~'(I tlrc pro1)ricty of Iris ellrlivr 
bclectiot~. 14e tlortl)tc~tl \\l~c.tl~c.r hi:, citrly tror~~incc. C11a11clra KiIrtil, 
"woulci be u \vortt~y cl~oictb after  i~ll." ~~~~~~~~a Kiitrta was, ill his 

op i t~ ic~ t~  "to i i I I  i l ~ ) ~ ) ~ i t l ' i t l l C ' i '  ; I l l  ~ l l l ~ ) t ' ~ i ~ ( ' , "  illld IlC' fcill'~'cl [ I l i l t  i t  \ vo [~ I ( I  
I,c cli~trgct-011s to t~.t~.st l r i l l l  \ritIr o .  The  t~cxt  (* i \~~c l id i~ t~  
1'111it11cIiir Si11gl1. 11c eon~i(Ic~~~c~cl i ~ r  nlo\t rchsjjects "\\rcll c l r ~ i ~ I i f i t ~ ( l  for 
the tri111st1cti011 of ~ ~ u b l i c  b~~si~~cs .s ." '*  1j11t 11c clicl  rot 111akc i111y fillill 
etroiee ;-evidcl~tly thc \till .  of Cl~;r~rtlril h'llit~tit \\.:IS \ \*a~ril~g. 

C a p t i ~ i ~ r  Nc.t~f\?i]lc, tl~cb Poli t icill Agent i l l  Upper A ~ ~ ~ I I I I .  :tr~d ;I 
l ~ ~ o v t  ~ . < ~ s p ~ c t i l I ~ l t \  and valued officcr, al.so s~~l)c;ct'ibctl fr~lly to tltc. \.ic\vh 
of Mr.  Scott. H e .  cxprc5setl the ol)ilrio~l that "to e ~ r s t ~ r ( ~  staI)ility 
to  our nuthority, the nlost ~ ~ o l i t i c  stcy \voultl I>c the r ~ h t o r i t t i ~ t ~  of 
;I I I ; I  t i1.c prince ul~lc- r  "1~11 linli tilt ions its nlny ill,l,eiIr ~~ thcc~~i i ry . "  ]jut 

his notl~inee \\?as Cl~it~ltlra k'qnt;t, thougll 11c dcscril)ed hi111 as one "of 
insolent 11al)its i111tl \vantirlg in talents". Citptain Neuf\rillc i~~fornicd 
t l ~ c  Srrprenle Govern~uen t tha t  the  limitations t h a t  \Ircre to bc placed 
r~pon the ~.csto~*ed king \vor~ld not bc ohjectcd t o  1,y th:. king bc'cnusc 
the Ri~jnhs  of Assan1 had for se\?crwl gcilcrations been content to act 
its "royal ciphel.s in the  h i~nds  of their   no st capable ancl inflr~cntial 
~ ~ i ~ i s t e r s . "  1,ustly. its the miscra1)lc condition of the royi~l fi~n~ily . .  . 
I~il(l 1)c\c11 l)l-i~~gi~ig'  I I I I I V ~ I  I I I I ~ ; I \ ~ O I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ~  crltrc~sni lip011 tll(> ~ l * i t i h l l  

Go\~crnn~cti t ,  hc suggcstccl tha t  if it was not fo l~nd cx]~:vlic~~t to atlopt 
h l r .  Scott's proposals, inlnletliate stel)s should be tnkcn to incrcasc 
the ;~llo\vi~nces of the ex-Raja and the tnyal f ~ n l i l g . ~  

When 311.. Scott's r;port reached the Vice-P1.esidc11t ill Collnc.il, 
i l  \\.;IS passed on to  the Governor-Gcl1cr:11 for final consitlcration. 
111  t 1 1 ~  nleantinlc Mr .  Scott \t.ils askccl to clal*ify ccol-tain points 
\vhich' l ~ i n d c r ~ d  the solr~tioll of t l ~ c  p rob lc l~~ .  Tlic prilicip;~l ol~jectioa 
t o   storat oration (as nlllrtlecl to  before) Ivhich M r .  Scott hat1 trictl to 
I . ~ * I I I ~ ) I ~ ~  still remi~il~c(l ilnd thc Supreme Govet-nn~ent raisctl ;I 11e\\. 
lwill t ill i~d<lition. 

Faurtl~ Divisioll-Stulio,~ nt Gorc.h(6tl!y-east Rillla Cliowke~. ~ c s l  I)o~llcl.?v! 
o f  Bellgal, south Cossya hills, ilortll Rllootal~ Do\vors. lel~gtll one Ilulltlretl ~niles- 
extreme bretld~l~ sixty-estianaled po,,~lli~Lior~ foul- Ilu~~drecl nlld filly tllo~lsitlltl- 
revenue hul~dretl tl~ousalid sicca rupees." 

". P. 1831. June 10. No. 50. 
P. P. 1831. June 10. No.  50. 
P. P. 1831. .June lo. No.  58. 



questioll. 
They \\,ishctl Ilo\\.c\.c.~- to get l-icl of t l l c b i t .  ul~l~~.otlr~c*ti\ .c.  t t~r-~. i~orj .  

Ju t~ r  I N 3 1  
i111d asked MI.. S(*otI to  tlcn\.i+c SOIIIC \vol*knl)l(. I l l ~ i ~ l l >  I)$ \ \ . l ~ i c , l l  i t  
c-o11ltl I)c tlispobccl of. l ' l ~ c ~ .  s~ rgg~s lc t l  tll;lt if  the clt.fe11c.e of thtb 
cust,en~ frollt ichr caor~ltl Icft to tl~ch 11i1t ivcb ( ; o ~ c l ~ ~ n ~ c . ~ ~ t  it \v;t\ 

~.roposcd to c~st;il)li+h i l l  Ul)por Assil 111. the Go\.c.rtrn~e~r l 11lig11 t I)(' 
rrlie~~etl of this ~lnprofi tal~lc~ i~rvcbstnlc~rt i111(1 \ v o ~ r l t l  I)c 1)c.ttc.r ;11)1:. 
10 ( > ~ t l c . c ~ t ~ t r t ~ t ~  i11I its cbffoi3ts OII \tl-;ltegic 1)oitlt. \ \ . i t I ~ i ~ i  i t *  o\!.ll 

fro ti tie^.. Rrrt i l l  vie\\- of t11c \ I . ( % ~ I ~ I I ( ~ + -  of t 1 1 ~  ~ ) ~ ~ o ~ ) o ~ c ~ ( l  ~ l i ~ t i \ * ( '  

Govert~mellt. they ci~lletl iiyc)n t l ~ c  Ap'n t to  i l ~ f o ~ n l  thew \vl~ctl~c'~. 
the cleferlcc of the cbastenl frontier cor~l(l 1,c s i~ fc l~ l  Icft i l l  t11c. 11;111(14 

of the Singpho Chiefs. They cvc.11 agreed to  hilnd over thc (*;1~1c~r11 
frontier to Raja Gan~i)hi r  Singh of 1Tanip11l. i l l  cahc. ~withcr  of t11t- 
I\vo alternatives sr~gge.stetl 1)y the111 cr,ul(l 1)e ; ~ t l o p t ~ d .  F i ~ ~ ; i l l ~ .  II I (B> 
rol~cludetl thnt they cor~ltl not ccle ho\v a f ~ r ~ i g t l  G o \ - c l . ~ i n ~ o ~ ~ t  (7)111(1 

be installed in the intcrvelling tract i f  it \vas fo1111t1 cspcdic~~it to  
r tain the control of the  ci1ste1.11 f~.ontic~'.  So tlic. \vholc n~i \ t tc r  \V;I> 

n I ail1 rcfcr~~ctl to  the  Agent i l l l t l  )I(> \\.;I< rc~ql~c>tc~l  to stiltc \\JlctJ1~1* 
the transfer of Cent l , n I  Assnm to  ;I ~l;ltiv(* Crov(\ t~l~~ii~l l  t off c'l't'cl "suc11 
;t sl~pei.ior p~*ospect of tr;lllqrlillity as \vor~ld or1 t \vVigll thc ol,jcc-tion 
])oi~lted out by 

RIcan\\.hiIc the much cspcctc.tl nlinrtt: of the. G O ~ ( > I . I I ~ ~ - G C I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~  
011 the point at issue \v:ls published. 1,ortl Will i ir l l l  n(-llt i l l (+ 

ohservctl thnt in the nl,scnce of ;I fin81 reply ~ I V I I I  111.. Scott. th(' 
hest authority on rastpl.ll flbolltie~. mat terc, it ~vorlltl not 1)e politic 
to have a final detcrmin;ltion on this inllmrt:l~lt ql~cstion. IT(' how- 

pvc.1. rxpecet:btl that  nlost of his fil i t l i~~ns n-or~ltl t:~lly wit11 tllow of 

MI.. Scott. Rcgnr(]ille tllc lllost i.o~lt~-ovcr-ial  poi^^ t .  tht- nbtth1ltioll of 

the Sa(jivfi fl-on tirr ,  he  s1lpportrd tllc vi(wpoi11 t of 111.. s~~~.nt 1 :lll(1 



\\;IS of ophioll that tllollgll " t l l c a  lrl~illlchllikllcr of tllc. Siicldc.yH. btatiull 

\voulcl be prrrely one of t.xptbt~se" i t  \\ its ~ ~ c ~ v c r t l ~ e l e s s  clesirablt.. ~ i ~ ,  
fmred that if the colltrolli~ly I I ~ I I I ~ I  \v\.rw i \  SaLdigi, 
the. yro\ri~lct. \\loultl 1 ) ~  overrull by the. s ~ ~ r r o t ~ u t l i ~ ~ ~  \ \ j l t l  tl'i1)(b4, 
I-Ie11c.c. he tlc~fillitcbly lilicl t l o ~ v ~ ~  that  Si~cliyii i11u3t I)c ~ ~ l i l i ~ l t i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  i lh  

;I Hritish pobt 111lcli8r i L  l ~ r t t t l t > ~ ~ t  ii11d csl~t~ric~llccvl officc.~.. jib rcgalnclh 
t he. buggestio~~ of thtb ('or~llcil t lritt thc clcfc~~rc*c~ of I l l c b  e i i s t t ~ r ~ ~  f ~ ' ~ ~ ~ t i ~ . ~  
shor~ltl I ) t .  hit~ltlctl ovt- 10 H;~jii (;irnrl)l~ir Si~lgll, 11c. t t~ r~ l t ' d  (lO\\lll  th(. 
proposal ;IS f i l l~ tws l  ic. c.otlle~~tling thii t thi.; chief i111tI I t  is H ( I I I ~ ~ ( * ~ ~ ~ ~  
\\.ot~ltl I ) c h  lookcvl 011 I)y ii I1 1)it rt irs \\li  t11 jt.i110113>1. His Esc.ellf~llc.y 
thereforth tlicl 11ot t l c . c > l ~ l  i t  at i t I I  politic. to itIIo\v (:ntlll)l~ir Sillgll 10 
l~i~\.cb ;l footir~g ill tire pro\-i~lcc~ of Asham. 

C'olllitlg to  the  cli~.c~c.t  cl~~cbstion of tllC ercctiou of  H native 
I ~ I O I I ~ L ~ ( ' ~ I > ' ,  t I I C  G o \ . e r l l ~ ~ ' - G ~ ~ ~ ~ l ' i ~ l  hcltl tI1i1 t tllc. c l ~ ~ c s t  ion 3Il011ld he 
tl('c.itlcxtl 1)y tl~c. solc col~si i lc~. i i t io~~ \vhc.tlier its retclttioi~ or  rt.storiltion 
\\,ol~l(l gi\.c tllc Hritish ilt~tl the  ~)op~~l: ic-e of the. tritct thc greatest 
gootl. '1'11c~ clrlchtioll \\.;IS "purely olle of 1)olicy.'' As 111e count 1.y 
l i i t t l  I~cc~u c.onqr~c~rctl fro111 the. I3111.mc~se \\,it hout thc slightest assis- 
1iilrc.c from thc espelletl l iajas  or  fro111 itnJ7 otl~tbr I ) : I I ' ~ ~ .  t l~crc  col~ltl 
llot 1 ) ~  illl!' 11101'~l clililll Sel'\.icc 1))' illl>T Ollch. I t  doubtf111 
\\,hetller thc restoration of a constit ~ t t  ion h ~ n d ; ~ n ~ e n t a l l y  defective. 
\voultl lend t o  any adva t~cen~cn t  of t l ~ c  cortntry. Rut  a t  thc same 
tirne, the good side of the Xhonl r111t> could not 1)e o\rel-lookecl and 
the contin~ri~ncc of n r l  institution for a periotl nlnlost without 
t ~ i i  n ~ p l e  in history ( ~ n o r c  t ha11 fi1.e 11 t~ndred years) 1vol11~1 secnl to 
illclicate thilt there \\.it$ son~ething intrinsically goocl in the original 
teonstit~~tion. T h a t  the  i~~s t i tu t ion  hacl heen (leeply rooted in the 
feelings of thc  people (lid not illso fail to  strike the  imaginatioli of 
ihtb Gover~ror-General. H e  came t o  the  final coi~clusion "that the 
i ~ ; ~ t i \ . e  g~\~cl .nrnent  may be esta1,lished aided 11y 111e support and 
ntl\licc of a British offic.er9' nncl he hoped tha t  such an arrangement 
would pl8ove to be a ~ e a c e f u l  settlcinent, while c o n d r ~ c i ~ ~ g  to  general 
cntisfnction. RIr. Scott \\?as directed t o  suhinit n further report 
contilining n specific plan for the  erection of a native ~~ioilarchy 
ansn-ering both these pllrposes. Pendinq this, thc  .Jot.hfit Division 
\va$ to  bc governed b y  a British officer." 

As anticipated by the Governor-General. thc  viclvs of M r .  Scott 
coincided wit11 hi< own. Rl'r. ?\cot t I-eportcd tha t  a restored native 
PI-inct. \vol~lel not h e  ill,lr t o  control the border tiibes l~nlcss these 
\vc>lsc completely tlihi~ 1.1n~c1 ant1 ill thi1 t CRSC they ill their t u ~ n  \vo\ll(l 
1 ) ~  i1pi11 csl,o.ccd to :irn-lcd I-aidelas froni the t rans-front ic.1. ~.cgiolls. 
.Ae ~~cgartlq thc second pl.opos;tl of lc;~\~ing the ilcfcnce p~-ol)lcn~ to 



tJle C ~ ~ I I ~ ~ , J I O  G~LUIIIS, Mr. Sc.01 t oIhtb~'\'c(I iha t t llea~ j,rott.ctor3 would 
be t l ~ ~ . l ~ c . t l  i l l t o  plt11ltl~l.c~r.b i111d with the i-th.sibti(llce of tlleir bl.ctJlrcll 
ljving ci~sl\\ilrcl would begiu ii concerted cuulyaigll of kl-ror and 
pilJagth. 1le rcl~l;il.kc(l l'llrthcr that if the f~.ollticr tl-acts were lo  

i t  Lo I I I ,  i t  nvould alho bc ilecu.c.sr;tl:,. tu gi\te 

l~ i l i l  tht~ l~rodllcti\~e ti3 \veil :IS the I L I ~ ~ > ~ U ( ~ I I C ~ ~ V ~  l ~ t ~ t ~ t  of tht: courllr~~. 
Al1cJ ht. \vils ttecidetlly of opinioli "lhitt tlie t rw~rsf~r  of Cenll~al A ~ M ~ ~ ~  

to ;I ni~ti\.e priuce \\roultl offer sucli l~l 'osl>~ct of tranhqllillity wot~ld 
011t weigh the ohject ion raised bj. the \Tkee-Yresiclent i l l  Coi~ncil."'~ 

1Jroln iill ac,c,o~llll~ i t  sc.e~~ie(l its if ~.cstot.wt io~r \r,cArc. ~.eii(]~. withi l l  
~ i g l ~ t  thib tinw ; I)llt a nlelancholy evelit happened which cleferred Aucmrt. 1 1 ~ 1  

the quc..stiori frrrtllcr. Rly. Scott died suddc~ily i111d it 1vii.4 settled 
tllilt the final art-arigemcnt for the cstablishmc*ilt of ;r nati\.cb govern- 
I I ~ C I I ~  s110111d re~li;iil~ bus]>ellded until 311'. l iob~.rtso~i (the Agcn t 
Dcsignil tc) hwcl ti1 ken c11;il-ge of  his (111 t ic.5.l 1 ' 1 1 ~ ~  in ter\.enillg period 
\Viis I)tnitlgctl ovcAr I)y R11'. Crawfurd ant1 the Supreme Govenlment 
did ]lot tllillk it l ) r ~ l ( l ~ ' l ~ t  to carry their p~*ojcct illto cffect tlr~ring 
t1ii.s timc. 
. .  Rlew~i\\rl~ile let us t11rn to t\vo it.sl)irirrg c.iintliclatcs. P~~r i inJar  
Sing11 i111tI C ~ I A I ~ C ~ I ' R  Kfillt il. P l l l I i  Sillgll ~ 1 1 ~ ) 1 1 l i t  ~ C C ]  8 

ii petition to\va~*ds thc I)egin~ring of I ,  1852 lo the 
, I  

(;ovel.no~.-G~ncral pitying th i~ t  the l ta j  sl~orlld he co~lferretl up011 
him.  He wroth tlint so long ijs llr rvns 1111(lcr the i~nprrsaios ihst 
MI.. Scott aollI(l i l l t i n i ~ t e ~ ~  ~nrstore llinl to p'owrr. he had not prqsrd 
his claim hefore. Rut no\v that  bIr: ~ c h t t  was dead. 11c had come 
to Imcl,resent his case to the British R i j .  Chandra Kinta ,  he snid. 
I '  

WAS unfit 1,y thc IlsiIge of his colr;itry to ascend the tl~rollc l~cit119e 
his bars Ililcl Iwen c ~ ~ t  off 11is ~ni~iister.;. I I ~  a p e n l  to pay the S'III~I 

of Rs.' ~O.OC)C)  on 11js elei-ntio~ to tlw throhc 1,esides the I I S I I R ~  

?IILXCI~;SZ?)O,V.~~ MI'. C I W \ V ~ I I N ~  forvr+nrdcd this iil)i>hcation ;nhrking i t  
"\\'olthY of attention." Hc thought hi111 s~~fficiclltly intrlligent .and 
'of R ~ ~ o r t h i e r  character than his rival Chant11.a K K ~ I ~ .  who111 
wg&h-I  " i i ~  totillly' llnfit to 1,c ndrn~lred to any sitl~iltiol~ of 130IVw 

211d rcsponsi1,ilitf" l)+ing "tlegracled hot11 in mind :~od fccdinp ltrln\\. 
the common run of A~intic'Prince~.~'" * ' 

. .  1 . 
M r .  Cra\,~f111'(1'~ rec~~j\mendntioll in fi1~61lI '  of Pllralld;lr Sitlpll 

rhrnl~lir?( tcd the 'icrll;.. Cl1:rnrlr;t I<lntn I V ~ S  c*onsiddred hy MI*. Scott 

to hare tllr 1,rgt clninl to thr p~oposerl ~ a j - t h f i ~ ~ ~ l ;  1:itn. MI.. Scott 
h:ld grnlvn ircl,tirnl nl,ollt his o ~ y i  choicr nn(l hat1 nlnltioncd 

. 8 . n 
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f ,  

I i I  1 I I i c i ~ l c i i ~ t .  1 11 11, \ ] I ( '  ih.sll(b llilCl Is,{ 
~~~~t lec ic lc t l .  I3111 Ail'. C r i ~ \ \ ' f ~ ~ r ( l  ~ I I I Y ' \ \ ,  C I~ i t~~( l r i l  K ~ I ~ ~ [ ~ ~  ~ \ ~ ~ ~ - j , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  

:111d declared ~ ~ n t ~ y ~ ~ i v o c i l l l y  ill ~ ; I \ . ~ I I I .  of l'uri111cli~r sillgll. 
W'IICII h l r .  1lol)crtson \\.:IS i ip l~o i~~ t tv l  iIs Scott'h hucc.cshor Ilc  

 lot only c i ~ l l t ~ l  111)otl to sul)lnit his hcbntiulcb~~ts on t 11c clilinll, of tile 
t\\.o l'i\ 'ill C'ii1lclitlilte;s 1 ) ~ t  \V;IS who i~skcvl for 11is 011 ille \\.ider 
cll~rhtioli of the f c i~s ih i l i t~~  of .st>ttiog 111' ;I 11;1ti\,c govikrlllllc'~fl i l l  \ r i e \ \  

of the cxisti~rg sti~tcb of affili~ns in A ~ S I I I I .  A t  first ;siglii it strike!, U!, 

its 11ot a littlc prculii~r to  scr ;I c l ~ ~ e s t i o ~ ~  w-operreil \ \hicl~ \\.iih ; ~ l r c ; ~ ~ l ~  
"a set t l t ~ l  filct." The  rcitsoll ih  110t ; I  to i t .  -4t 1 ]lilt tillle 
C ' a p t a i ~ ~  Jenkins 111itl Lt. 1 ~ 1 l t 1 t c  \vc!-c I) I IS ) ,  S I I ~ \ , , , J ~ I I ~  ;ill(] 

c.ollec~ti~lg i~rfol.niii tion rcgt~r(li~lg A ~ ~ ~ I I I I  i111tl i t.s O I I  t l ) ' i l l g  l)ri~icij)illi(i~\ 
an(l the S111)rc~nlt. G o \ ~ e r n ~ ~ l e o t  thought t hi1 t i t  \vot~ltl I>c \\rise to pod- 
I ) ~ ) I I ~  the clecision till full int'o~*rnntio~l \\,ilb i~\*i~ilitI)lc. \Yc nluht 
I c~u~t~nr l )e i~  tha 1 tl~i.; srrrvry \\.ark hiltl il gtbvi~ t political s ig~~ii ica; l~r~~.  
I t  not o ~ r l ~ .  colol~retl the sthttlcc-l \.ic\\ l -cg;~l -d i~~g thc cb~.c~ctio~~ of ;I 

11n tivc g o \ r e r ~ ~ n ~ c n t  i l l  Upper Assilnl. i t  illso great 1). i ~ l t i ~ ~ . c ~ t l  the polilcy 
o f  thc. British Crovc1.11nicnt to\\.il~.(l~ A,*S;IIII untl thcb ncl ighl)o~~~' ir~~ 
1)1'incipalit ies.I4 

The  ~ke\vly np1)ointeci Agent I-cvic\vccl t11c \vholc qucstioil ant1 
1,rought fo r~~ ; i r t l  fresh l~roposwls regarding the f u t l ~ ~ ~ c  i~clministrntio~~ 
of Central Assani. IIe pract icnlly igt~ored the  poli ticill issue raised 
1)y All . .  Scott. Accort l i~~g to  hi111 "h1r. Scott's nlni~i motive for 
\vishillg t o  set up  a n  i~ltlcpclldent iiativc l)o\vel- in ,\ss:ini \v:ls h i \  
( I c ' s ~ H  ir of S C C ' I I I ' ~ I I ~  i~clcqun t e  I311rol)~an ;lgckncy clc.\.ott~l to its 
~n ; ln ; l~c l l l~11~ ."  s o  heb ~.c~conlnlcntlcd tha t  if th(' governniclll collld 

h])illSe ;I ~llfi('ii'1lt lI11111~>~r of ~ I I I ~ O ] ~ C ; I I ~  ~ f f i c e l ' ~ .  LTl11)~'l' As~illll ~1~011lcl 
l , . ~  ~*etirinc~tl ;IS i111 il~tegral 1)ilrt of thc l31-itisli dominion. 0111~ if it 

\\.(hln(l fol111(1 iliipl.wct icilblt~ t o  p~*ovitlc i~tlc(ll~il t c E~~!-opcan ~fficprq 

,11011ltl ;I n ;~ t ivc  govlo~.nrncnt Ilc set lip. 
A.; rcg:ircls the ,wlection of a s ~ ~ i  ~ill)lc ci~lltlitl;~ tc  for tlie rc.stor:il 

n~onilrchy, 311.. RoI)clwtso~l ol)sel.~.ctl {hilt C h i ~ n d r ; ~  Kfintn shot~ltl not 
I)e elevated t o  the throne because he m a s  more closely related t* 
the last O C C I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~  of the throne than Purandnl. Si~lgh ilnd il.; ~llch. 
if only given o ~ ~ e - h a l f  of the kingdoill. wolll(1 1.e~ilrc1 hims~lf  111ljt1s~lS' 
oui.111clcd fronr thc other half. I-Ic sflid tha t  P ~ ~ r n d n r  Singh on the 
other h a n d  1i;ltl 110 s11c.11 cl i~i~iis  and prctcnsions nncl if c l ev~ tcd  t o  
111e thronr of tlie cnsie~~li half. lie \~o111d "accept it as a boon." Hc 
s ~ e s t d  I :  it \vo111(1 1,c lwttcr to make orel. the .Jolll;lt ~ i \ ~ i s i o n  
10 P~llanrlar  Singli n *  an nppe~i(lngc clel)rndc~lt on the Rritish ~111pire 



Restoration 118 

aud liable to be re-annexed to i t  in case of any failure to observe 
the treaty conditiolls. Mr. Robertson further proposed that the 
1lolitical Agent with the headquarters of the Assam Light Infantry act. 1888 

be fixed a t  Jorhiit and st space of about 4 sq. miles around 
i t  be exenipted from the control of Puraiidar Singh and 
handed over to the British Governinent for use as a cantonment, 
as had bee11 clolle with the NawaL of Oudh a t  Lucknow. This 
measure, hc pointed out, would leave out of account the necessity 
of reserving the norther11 bank of the Brahniaputra for trans- 
portation of soldiers as suggested by Mr. Scott. As regards the 
maintenance of Sadiyii as a British frontier post, he agreed fully 
with the views of Mr. Scott, but he threw the charge of main- 
tenance on the shoultlers of the Bar Seniipati whom he proposed to 
tax to the extent of Rs. 50,000. The Bar Senkpati, he pointed out, 
used to pay to the Assani Raj the sum of Rs. 12,000 by way of 
tribute.15 

The Goveimor-General in the course of an elaborate niinute 
dealt with the recomn~~ndations of the newly appointed Agent. He 
did not accept the statement of Mr. Robertsoii that Scott's main 
motive in wishing to set up an idependent native power in Assanl 
had been "his despair of securing European Agency devoted to its 
management." He said he had carefully reconsidered the proposal 
of Mr. Scott in the light of the arguments advanced by Mr. Robert- 
son and re-affirmed his views on the subject of the restoration of 
R native monarchy. He accepted Robertson's suggestion regarding 
the advisability of oocupying a space of 4 sq. miles around Jorldt  
as a counterpoise against the interposition of a native government 
between the British posts of S a d i y ~  and Bish\vaniith. This measure, 
he thought, would meet the chief objection of his Council which 
considered the intervention of a foreign state as the most serious 
obstacle to the maintenance of British authority on the eastern 
frontier. 

As to the claims of two rival candidates he observed, "Regard 
should be had to  the superiority of qualification rather than to 
proximity of relationship to the last head of the state" and gave 
his opinion in favour of Purandar Singh. Coming to the subject- 
matter of the stipulations to  be entered into with the new Raja. 
the Goverilor-General insisted that the right of advising and the 
power of deposing in the event of maladministration should be 
expressly reserved t o  the British Government and that the Raja 
should be asked to pay "a rnodernte tribl~tc" and to modify the 

'v. P. 1832. July 30, NO. 92. 
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The Annexation of Assarn 

criminal law ill co~lsoriarice with the spirit of Britisll jurispruclence. 
He tho~gl l t  that if t h e  prclirui~iitries werc ;lcceptecl by lllr Raja, 
the internal administration should be left entirely iu his flauds, 
With regard to tlie pmposal uf Mr. liubertao~i that tlie Usr Scllilyati 
sllould be requirccl to pay a tribute irl lieu of the hupply of a toll- 

tingent, that, he felt, was a matter to be decicled by the oficer 
colnmaridi~ig a t  Jorhat.l6 

The Vice-Preside11 t in Cou~icil concurred with the 111;lill fillding, 
of the Governor-General but with regurcl to the retelitioll of Jorliit 
as the headquarters of the Assanl Corps situ;lted as it would be 
within a foreign state, they doubted whether such an amangcment 
would be a t  all wise. They regarded Bisliwanith as tlie most 
desirable station for the principal post of tlie British forccs in 
Assam. The main poiilts thus settled, Mr. Robertson was called 
upon to interview Purandar Singh to ascertain his competency. 
The Agent was specially forbidden from communicating the final 
decision of the government to Purandar Singh a t  that stage.17 

Aocordingly, Mr. Robertson had two interviews with Purandar 
Feb. Iss3 Singh a t  Gauhati. He was highly impressed with his outward 

appearance and manners. He  reported that  Purandar Sing11 (who 
was a t  that time a youngman of t\venty five) was a person of amiable 
manners. His countenance was pleasing and address good. His 
natural abilities were respect;~ble and his disposition mild and 
pacific. The Agent, however, did not find him very active and 
energetic. But these disqualifications he ruled out as, in his opinion, 
they were not required of a dependent king. Major White, Lt. 
Mathew and Lt. Rutherford. the local officers, were all decidedly of 
opinion that "Purundar Singh was the person best fitted to be at 
the head of the state to be created".18 On receipt of this favourable 
report, the Calcutta authorities authorisxl Robertson to take 
Purandar Singh into confidence and enter into negotiations with him 
to settle the terms of his installation.lg 

Ma.. 1833 To return to Chandra Ksnta.  When the intimation that the 
British Government had finally decided to place Purandar Singh on 
the masnad of Central Assam reachcd the ears of Chandra Kinta,  it 
came as a great shock to him. He had lived so long on hopes alleged 
to have been held out to him by the late Mr. Scott and when he 
sl~ddenlg found himself thrown over. he was deeply disappointed. 

In P. P. 1832. November 5 .  No.  4 .  
'' P. P. 1832. No\-eml~er 5 .  No.  5 .  
Ib P. P. 183.7. Fehrl~ary 4. No. 123. 
lU P. P. 1833. February 4.  No.  1'24. 



lie a mcnioriul couched in pathetic language. He appealed 
lo the British Government t o  reconsider his case and t o  issue an 

directing the R a j  t o  be restored to  him. H e  threatened tha t  
he alld his family "woulri pu t  an  end to  their existence" if his appeal 
\yclse rejected. Needless to  say that  i t  was an idle threat.2" 

The Governol.-Gener~I-i11-C:oi~~1cil informed hini tha t  they "could 
not believe that their accredited agent the latc Mr.  Scott had 
committetl anything t o  Chn11d1.a K i n t a  on their behalf." After 
pinting out the cil-cumstances which led them to intervene in the 
fiffafbs of Assam they plilinly told the ex-king that  the princes of the 
of the country (evidently referring to  Chandra Kiinta and Prlrandar 
Singh) \\rho wclSe suspcctcd to  be communicating with the Burmese 
cven in thcir detention ~vhile p~.ofes,ing friendship to  the English. 
had no claims to  the throne of Ass ;~m.  With a \~iew, however, t o  
contributing to  his comforts and to  saving him from the humiliation 
that might attend his continued reside11~c.e in the  kingdom of Purandar 
Singh they requestetl him t o  select an appropriate spot for his future 
t.esiden<cc within the Company's territories.*' 

Had Chandra Kiinta any right t o  the throne ? When the Eas t  
India Company wrested the  co~int ry  from the hands of the  Burmese 
\\rho had thoroughly s~lhdued it. none of the princes rendered them 
any help. Rathci. they were found treating with the enemy. and 
Chandra R ~ n t a  is said t o  have taken a leading part  in the insurrec- 
tions that were set in motion to  drive the English out  of the  countqr. 
Henc? the princes had neither legal nor moral right t o  claim the  
throne. Secondly. M r .  Scott. when recommending him. did not give 
any ~rndertaking. nor did he hold out any promise. When the 
British Government made a general declaration on the eve of the  
Anglo-Burmese conflict tha t  it 11lo111d not annex any part of Assam. 
there was no commitment in f a v o ~ ~ r  of any p a r t i c ~ ~ l a r  prince. When 
at last they restored a part of the kingdom to  a11 Assamese prince 
after long scren years. they chose the one whom they considered 
to be the fittest. Chandra Ksntn \vns no doubt amare of these facts:  

I '  
if not. his case \r7as indeed. H e  1 1 ~ ~ s  a willing victim of his 

t own ill~~sion. 
b1 In th. mmntime.  Dreliminarr alrnnqernents \Yere made and a 

4 r 1 ,  treatr n7as concllldcd on the and 34arch. 1899 at  Gallhati hetween 
thr Enst Tndis Compnnv 2nd Pnmndar  Finah. Rv this treatv the 

Con~nnnr  pnvp O V ~ P  t o  Rain Prlrandar Sin& Upner -4ssarn e?itend- 
inp from Rllrlli t  to  thc Dh?nciri river and the Rain aerced to prrr 
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116 The Annexation of Assu~r~  

an annual tribute of fifty thousultd rupees.' Purnndar 
promised to introduce more llunlane system of crimi~ml law b1 his 
territory in consonance with the spirit of British jurisprudence and 
also agreed to abolish "Sati" in his kingdom. He was called upoIl 
to follow the ii~structioris of the representatives of the British 
Government stationed a t  Sadiyii. and Gaulruti regarding the conduct 
of affairs in his territories. The intenla1 govenlrnent of the country 
subjert to  thc above proviso was to be conducted by the Raja, but 
he was prevented froni holding any eon~m~~iiic~it ions with any foreign 
power. Purandar Singh further agreed to  adopt all possible means 
to check the opium evil in his territory. It was also stipulated that 
the Raja would surrender on demand from the Agent to the  
Governor-Gcneral any fugitivc from justicc who might lakc refuge 
in his kingdom. The British Govcrnincnt on their part undertook 
to protect his country from external aggressions, but reservetl the 
right to transfcr the said country to another ruler or to  take it illto 

their own immediate occl~pation in the event of mnladn~inistation on 
the part of Purandar S i r ~ g h . ~ ~  

It will be seen from the perusal of the provisions of the treaty 
that  o v x  and above the conditions originally insisted on by the 
Supreme Government, two new conditions were insert,nd. To sup- 
press the opium traffic, the British Govenlnlent cmharked upon the 
polircy of regulating the cultivntion and sale of opium in Assam and 
this condition was inserted in the treaty to secure th,n co-operation 
of P u r a n d a ~  Sinph. Another notablc fcntur? of this agreement was 
that a great humanitarian measure recently introduced in the 
Company's dominions banning the immolation of wido\vs on their 
husband's pyres \lTas also made applicable t o  the dominions of 
Prandar Singh and at  least in this respect, his territory was brought 

x ion. within the pale of the cnliphtcned British administr t' 
I t  must bc admitted that the revenue demanded was extrn- 

ordinarilv high though the Govel.iior-General in his minute clearly 
stated that  the Raia shoi~ld he asked to  pay a modest slim. It 
map be mentioned herc that  Mr.  Scott. who was the author of the 
nlan. did not su~qe,ct the imposition of anv revenue. Bv demand- 
ing near117 half of the net rc\renne as their annual tribute. the  

* Out of this sum it was proposed to set apart Rs. 6.0001- for the s l l p ~ r t  
of Raja Chunder Kanta and mother thousand rupecis for the support of the Mnni- 
porean wife of Raja Pmunder Singh. It was reported that the neglect and bad 
treatment the Muniporean princes had received from her hlisband had given great 
offence to her kinsman Gumbhir Singh. (P. P. 1833. May 30. Nor. 86-I l l ) . .  

22 P. P, 1883, May, SO, No. 91. 
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Supreme Government \\.ils asking too 111uch and illdirectly gave 
Purandar Sillgh lrlucll sco1)cb for tile cxtortioll which they had 
intended to al~oliah iil togetl~e~~." So \ye find t ha t  the new state \slab 
sildt]lc.d wit11 a heavy finuncial litibility from its very inception and 
it is 110 \vondc.r i l l l~ t  tllis was th: luck on \\lhich the  infant sttlte 
was sliipwrecked. 

The irt>at,y was col~clutlccl on the 2nd March, 1833 and Raja 
Puraodar Sing11 Ivft Glauhati 011 the  9th March under the escort of 
ti p;~rty of the 35th Regiment of  the Native Infantry commanded 
by Lic~utenant RToorho~~sc. T t  \ j l i j s  arranged that  he should be 
invcstctl with the ~cahargc. of the collntry fl-om the kginning of the 
next Bcngitli gear (1240) ." He ant1 his rc~tinrle tr;lvelled so slowly 
that they only I ~ C R C ' I I C ~  Jorhiit on the 18th April. On the  94th 
April the civil and r?venllc. administrations of Upper Assam were 
made over to  hirn, the formi11 installation taking place on the 28th 
of April. The  nobility ant1 the  o thw i~~fluential  people p i d  due 
homage to him. T h e  troops were paraded in front of the palace. 
a gllard of honour WNS p r e s ~ n t e d  and :t salute of 19 guns was fired 
on this ceremonious occasion.24 T o  celebrate the occasion a present 
of 300 stnntl of a1-nls with a suitahlc proportion of ; ~ r n m ~ ~ n i t i o n  was 
madc to him by the  British G o \ ~ e r n n ~ ~ n t . ~ ~  

One thing wras omitted : perhaps it had escilpcd the cvrr 
vigilant watch of the  Calc~lt ta  Collncil who left nothing undis- 
cuss~d 2nd had taken long seven years in coming t o  the final 
derision. Tt still 1.ernninc.d t o  he  setlled what should he thc  proper 
form antl sllp~~scl.iptio11 to  hr adrlcd to  the r~arne of the new Raia 
of 'lJpper Assam in official correspondence. P ~ ~ r a n d a r  Sinph ohjectcd 
to the ilsc of the m a m e  "Raja" which he felt IVRS not sllited to  hi< 
~eccntlv accyuired rank.26 E\rentu:11ly it was settled that he  should 
1 x 1  ofir4allv nildressed as " S h r x  RIahni.ninh Poorundrr Singh 
Ya rindra ."27 

F r o n ~  all accorlnts it i s  ~ l e i ~ l .  that  Chnndr:~ Kqnta had CI-eatcr 

" Even the Govanor-Genera] admitted afterwards that "There  CHI^ be lilile 
doubt that both Poor~ lder  Sill& and the B U ~ H  Sernaputtee will agree to any term 
which may be yoposed and they will likely endeavour to indemnify tliemselves for 
their concession by the usual course of exactions."-P. P. 1R3S. May. 90. N o .  88 

?". P. 1833, May 30, No. 91. 
ar P. P. 1833, May 30, No. 143. 
'' Foreign 1838, April 18, No. 56. 
20 P. P. 1833, Ma3' 30. NO. 119. 

27 Letter to  Court No. !2 of 1894. 



iufluerice with the populace i111d chiefs than his rival Puraudar Singh* 
who had been installed as king. The Sucliyii Khawa Gohain, the 
chief of the Khiimtis, who wns a great adherent of Chalidra G n t H  
ditl not welconle the rcstoratioli of Puraridar Singh.28 

When Ch;indni Kiiiitn foulld his riv;~l Pulrndar Singh iirtuil]ly 
illstalled as the Raja of Ceiltral Assam, he was overwhelmed with 
grief. IIc niadc i~nother attempt to have his claim recognised by 
the Sr~prenlc. Government illld subrnitttd a fresh ~~~( 'nlorial  to the 
Governor-Ge~icral. I t  \ u s  iis usual full of invectives against Purandar 
Singh. After i~tlduci~ig the 11sua1 proofs in support of his rightful 
claini, finally he held out tlic "lure of goltl" to the Company and 
offerccl it higher bid for the kii~gdom. He oflcred to pay Rs. 70,000 
as tribute to the British Government." But a11 his supplications 
were In \ram. 

111 the nlcnntime, Captain Pemberton's report threw a flood of 
light on the  conditions of Manipur, Cachar and Assam. I t  pro- 
ducctl a change in the hitherto indifferent attitude of the British 
Government towards their newly acquired territory and was largely 
responsible for the vigorous application of "the new policy"" as 
enunciated by the Court of Directors in 1834 (vide, p. 122, Foot 
note) the! effect of which we shall describe in the following chapters. 

Mainly on the strength of this report, the Governor-General 
submitted a fresh minute (27th March, 1833) on the advisability 
of the restoration of Central Assam to Purandar Singh. In  it he 
expressed doubts concerning the correctness of his own findings1 
(which had already been given effect to ) .  H e  called the measure 
as "one of somewhat hazardous policy." H e  held that  "by giving 
up the specified portion, we surrender the third of the population 
without being able to  diminish in any great degree our establishment 
and consequent expenditure and we shall be compelled to preserve 
our advanced position to  protect a helpless and probably ephemeral 
power." For this reason he expressed his willingness to reconsider 
the affairs of Upper A~sam.~"~~t  it was "a fait accompli": an 
agreement had been entered into with Pllrandnr Singh and he had 

(1 1 
already been placed on the throne. [,; 1 

I 

I' * Purandar Singh mas more a Bengalee than nn Assamese. He spent his 
early days in Rengal-P P. 1838. May. 16. No. 55. A: " A. P .  1835. February 11. No. 91. I ,  , " P. P 1833, May 30, No. 113. 

* The Court of Directors adopted the policy "of abandoininp no just and 
I~onorrrable accession of territory or revenue." 

"'l' P 1833. May 30. No. 88. 
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This minute was an after-thought and the outcome of the 
of Pemberton which revealed that Upper Assam was aorth 

having. This sudden arid unexpected nlinute was not only a 
revision but also a condenination of his previous decision aud gtivc 
the Court of Directors a t  home an opportuliity of censuring the 
Bengal Goveniment. Even as late as the 25th March, the 
bvernor-General wfiile reviewing Pembei ton's report wrote : 
"Mr. Robertson's report on the result of his lcominur~ication with 
Poorunder Singh (on the matter of restoratioiis) had beer1 received, 
but I have not had leisure to consider it.".<' This was a clear act 
of indecision. The Supreme Governmeirt had take11 long st.\.c.i1 
years to come to a final decision with regard to Central Assa~n, and 
orice the decision had been taken, it was unwise on his part to 
review the matter once again. The niinute of the Governor-General, 
however, affected the transaction. To make th? best of a bad 
bargain and to reduce further the status of Purandar Singh." the 
Bengal Government insisted that it would be preferable to take 
from him E b c Z m  (an agreement) and to confer on him the 
goverment of the Jorhiit Division of the Brahn~aputm ~a l l ey  b~ 
a Sanad. 

Accordingly on the 27th June, the treaty was recast in the forit] 
of an agreement and Purandar Singh was called upon to append 
his signature to it.32 

Thus "Sree Sree Maharaja Poorunder Singh Narindra" was 
practically reduced to the status of a Jdgirddr. Gait says, "By a 
treaty entered into with him a t  the time of his installation, he was 
placed on the same footing as the other protected  prince^.":^' 

Actually, however, the treaty was withdrawn and an agreement 
thrust on him which reduced his position to one far inferior to that 
of the protected princes of Northern India. 

When the despatches embodying the earlier proposals of the 
Calcutta authorities regarding Upper Assam reached London, the 
Court of Directors agreed with Mr. Robertson regarding the reten- 
tion of the above territory and observed, "Mere consideration of 
the expenses of the European agency ought by no means to be 
regarded as justifying us in delivering over a country to a native 
state placed in that  anomalous relation to our Government." 
Regarding the power of interference and drposition ~ ~ ~ l i i c h  the 
Supreme Government wished to reserve to themselves in thc 

:" P. P. 1833. May 30. No. 109. '" P. P. 1833. ,4ugust 29. Nos.  70-71. 
33 Gait History of Assam P. 897. 211cl Ed. 
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event of rnaladnli~i is trat io~~,  the Court of Dircvlors observed th;,l 
this would lead them to  interfere 011 iiunicrous occasio~ls nntl 
apprehc~ded  tha t  thcy would a t  le~igth be volupt.1lc.d to 111iclo their 
work alld pu t  a n  c~ntl to the Go\rerlinicnt which tIlcy haci cillletl 

into bcil~g. They feaiocd tha t  drlring this i~~tchrvc~nirr~ ~>c.l~iocl tllc 
people of Upl>cr ASS~I I I~  W O L I I C ~  I>e rnt~tlc thcl victini of irl i  tttiliccessary 
experiment. Untler the  circurnstanccs, tlic. (levision of the S ~ I ~ I * ~ ~ ~ ~ I  
Government tha t  thc matter  wo~iltl bib clcfcbrred "until Mr .  Hobcrtsoll 
shall have had time to make hinlsclf Inore tIiol.o~rghly acquiii~ite~] 
with the statc  and cincunistances of thc countly" guvc t h c ~ r ~  not a 
little relief.34 

B u t  when the  news of the final cstal)lishrnent of the native 
Government reached the Court of Directors along with post-rzsto- 
ration minute of the  Governor-General in which he expressed 
doubts regarding the estnblishment of such n nlonarchy (\vhich he 
had formerly advocated) until 11e hacl had tiiilc to  examine thc 
question de nozjo, they strongly ccnsurcd the  conduct of the Supreme 
G o v e r n m ~ n t  describing their ac t  a s  "an ill-advised measure." 

T h e  Dirmtors were angry because in thc  first place the Bengal 
Governlnent had made over the  administration of an  extensive 
district with a population of 2 lacs and resources adequate enough 
t o  support many timcs tha t  number, without a previous reference 
t o  them when the inutter u7as of no such nrgency. They were all 
the  more angry becaus? the  authors of the transaction themselves 
entertained strong doubts as  t o  the  espcdiency of the measure 
they had initiated. T h e  Court of Directors thought of issuing an 
order for annulling this measure, b u t  on second thoughts they 
shrank from doing so since this ~voultl have weakened the  authority 
of the Bcngal Government. But  a t  the  same time t o  prevent the 
r?curren,ce of such a mistake they issued an  express injunction that 
"henceforth no portion of the  public revenue and still less the 
government of any portion of our territory be  permanently alienated 
without a previo~is reference t o  us Por our authority and sanction." 

Bu t  though the  Hoinc authorities condemned the action of the 
men on the  spot, they were liberal enough t o  let the  matter stand 
and t o  give their blessings to  the political child of the  Bengal Gbv- 
crnment, expressing the hope tha t  "it may he attended with better 
conseqiiences." They were pleased t o  learn t h a t  the engagement 
had been executed in the  form of an agrwment and not in the form 
of n t reaty ns originally determined ~ i p o n . ~ ~  

Letter from Co~rrt No. I-! of 1834. 
3.i Letter from Court No. 14 of 1834. 



our o p i u i o ~ ~  though the spirit of i~ldecisio~l wkic~h cllarwc*~cr- 
jbe(i the Bengul Government's handling of the rcbstoratiolr qi,cstiorl 
deserved cdcnsulmtb fl.on1 the Momcb authorities, it must be said i l l  all 
fainless to tllen~ tha t  tlley conimittctl no great political I , lur l~ l~~.  
in handing ovcr the  tract in question to Yurand;lr Shgh. The 
 om^ authoritit-s took ritthc.1. an  alarn~ist  view of the transiictiorl 
R~l(i that quit(' ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ c ' c e s s a r i l y .  They neglected the  politi<.al iss,ir~ 
ie\~olved i l l  the trii l lsactio~~ and nioal~ed oiler the cession of ii 

country which M'HS still a ~ i i l l s t o n ~  rountl the neck of the Hengal 
(;overnmellt. The Bengal Government was simply ereat ing a 
phantom i l l  Yurandar Singh whose jiigir was resuniahle n t  
pleasure by the British Covcrllment. So, the Ciilcut t i ,  ;iutl~oriLic+ 
"\vel.c. neither surrendering the \.aluablc. rights nor creating a for- 
illidable power ant:igonistic to their interebt* I ~ h c  Eastcr~r 
Frontier" as  alleged by the Court of nil-ccators. 

But it must also be said that  the  Calcutta autho~.ities took 
ut~necessnrily long timc to  come t o  il final dvcision with regard to 
Ce~itral Assam. They had raised hopes in the minds of tlie people 
of Assam when they had declared on the eve of the Anglo-Hrlrniehc 
war that they ~vould retain no part  of the Brahmaputra I'alley :~ntl 
that "they would establish i l l  Assam i1 Governnient i ~ d a p t d  to  
their wants anti calculation." Bu t  they went back on their word3 
and turned down the  recorninendation of Mr.  Scott and the result 
was a series of risings headed by the ex-nobility of the land. During 
the interim of seven years (1826-33) the people of Upper Assam 
neither got thc blessings of the  enlightened British administration 
nor could they enjoy concessions* a s  undcr the old Ahom Rule. 
Their condition rather deteriorated from all points of view. Iiatl 
the recommendation of Mr .  Scott been accepted a t  the ve1.y begin- 
ning the peoplle wollld hava 1,rc.n xp3red thc ~nisrr irs  of t ) ~  
m e t  tled condition. 

Coming t o  the restomtion itself-it iiiwt bc said that the hope+ 
of Mr. Scott were flllly justified. With the cstablislln~ent of 
Assamese prinrc. on the  throne in I H ~ V  the period of intrigue :~nd 
 volt came to an end. There were s1)orRdir and local revolts and 
jnsurrertions throughout ihe cciatnl:\. (183.7-1900) hut an ins~~rrec-  
tioil headed by the ex-nobility of Assam il* a n  orgaiiised attempt 
to drive tlie English out of the country hccnmc u thing of the past. 
Rut scarcely had the restoration been give11 effect to. when 'bth(' 
]lolicJ' of ; ~ n i ~ e ~ ~ t i ~ ~ "  n . 2 ~  set in nlotion by the British Governn~ent 

* (Vide P. f? fool n o k ) .  

16 
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~ ~ l d  the whole of India felt the impact of it.' Nearly all the prin- 
cipalities of the Brahmaputra valley a11d the hilly 13cgions of Cachtlr 
and Jaintia were annexed to the Company's dominions in Assanl 
one by one in the course of two decades. And to this tale we 
turn in the next chapter. Already the small tract of Cachar had 
been annexed to British te i~i tory.  

* Lord \\rillia~n Bentincek was lied lo l l ~ e  policy o l  'Let alone' Ily illr 
nu~liol-ities in Fhglantl when he came to India (IHBR) . But he departed from it 
tlrssticnlly ill home csnues, nr~tl his masters (the Court of 1)irectors) rormulated 
the polig. of  annexatio~~ in 1894. This expansion'isl plic8y was more cleurly 
e~n~hasiserl by them in 1841 i~nd was itpplird v i ~ r o u s l g  in thr time o l  Lortl 
I)al housie. 



C H A P T E R  V 

SECTION I 

The history of Cachar under Govinda Chandra is a sickening 
tale. Govinda Chandra, the Raja of Cachar. was not only the 
weakest of all the kings of thc North East repion, he was also the 
most hapless. After the conclusion of the treaty of Yandabo, all 
the potentates, with whom the British Government had entered into 
diplomatic. relatioils on the eve of the Anglo-Burmese War, were 
reinstated in their respective Gove~nments unpdgingly and all 
their past lnisdeeds folsgiven or ignored, but 111 the case of Govinda 
Chandra the Supreme Government maintained some mental reser- 
vation. Govilida Chanclra ~ l a s  restored to the throne, but a t  the 
time of the restoration, the Protecting Power doubted whether "the 
imbecile G'ovinda Chandra" would be able to pay the annual tribute 
regularly and instructed the Commissioner of Sylhet to ascertain 
whether the Raja was still willing to cede the Cachar Raj to the 
C0rnpany.l 

So Govinda Chandra began the second term of his reign nrith 
the Protecting Power unfavourably disposed towards him and "soon 
found himself involved in a sea of difficulties" inany of which were 
legacies of the past. This unfavourable attitude of the British Gov- 
ernment towards this small state coloured all their subsequent 
dealings with Govinda Chandra and together with other factors was 
responsible for the ultimate annexation of Cachar to the British 
Dominion. Let us see how far the statement of Gait that "the Rnja 
was no sooner restored to the throne than he commenced a series 
of unsparing exactions on his own people" is true." 

' 

S. P. 1836, June 43, No. 18. 
* 'STb Raja. however. was no sooller restored to the throl~r than llc 

Wmmenced a series of unsparing exactions on his own He almost killed 
the trade between Manipur and Sy]het by imposing the heaviest transit dues 011 

811 articles of rne~chm'diue. He bellaved nlost tyrannically towards the nf~nipuri~ 
who had settled in his territory. His tribute also fell into arrears. It ~ ~ u l d  11~\.e 

been i m w i b l e  to this state of thillgs to go 011 indefinitely" Gait-"Histor?. 
of Assam" Page 304, 2nd Edition. 
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As before. troub1t.s interrial as \!.ell iks ('xlv1.11~1 W ~ I ' C  ill  bbrc 

Pimucia1 for the unhappy Raja. Fiuu~lcial tl.oi11)Ieb fir~bt btt~l*cd hi111 il l  th, 
difficulty face. Though t hc. Coll~n~ihsiollrr of Sylhet reported t h a t  cultivntioll 

rvas lliakilig rapid progrcbs:, it~lrl t hilt thi. Hi~ja  \voulil c.xperienCe no 
(lifficlrlty ill payill(: the tl-il~utc reguhl*l>-. p1.0g1.c~~ \\'its 110t so rapi(1 
as expibctt.cl."he tlsil)u tc. fell into arrclarb as the (:alcutta 
I - i t i~ s  nppl.c~hc11dct1, h ~ t  thih \\.iks 110t t I 1 ~ .  f a i~ l t  ot' (:ovi~lda CIlllndra. 
Cachilr hat1 1)cc.n one of the theatres of opcriltion duriny tht. 
\\.iir a l~t l  the pl-olongl'tl stay of the Btlrnlcbse soltiirrs irl that quarter 
hikc1 reduced the country side l o  s ~ c h  ii state of \vretchedlress and 
poverty that eve11 Mr. Tucker. Comniissiorler of Sylhet, hitd to 
confess that "it would q u i r e  years of peilcr ancl gooti management 
to place it. in H, condition c;q)nble of liquidating the tribute payable 
bj. the Rajil.;' During the reign of Raja Krishna Chn~dra .  Cachal' 
had yielded a revenue of one lac of rupees. After his death thc 
an~ot l l~ t  fell off and tht. colidition of the country began to deterior;ltc 
owing to prolongccl incursions nlade by the rehe1 Tr115l:im and thc 
Manipuriali l)~.inces. Thc Birrmese invasion ~conipleted the ruin of 
the countr~.. A11 the lards east of Rikrampur and Panchg5m were 
thro\\ln out of cl~ltivation and a large number of cultivators were 
eithcl. ltilled or carried into captivity. After the ~ o ~ ~ c l u s i o n  of tllc 

I?caCcB, n fgjV parqawis nrerc reoccupied. but still most of the villages 

\Irere nearly empty and no revenues were forthcoming from them? 
So Raja. Govinda Chi~ndrit applictl to thc British Government for 
~.einission of tributc for the ycnrs 1895-1 S26 and 1886-1827.5 

Mr. Scott atpporteil the petition of Govinda Chandra nlicl 

~ .~~~~ot i~mt.ndecl  that as  the Paramount Power had failed to afford 
itdcqtlrte protection to the people of Cachiv, the necessary remission 
~.hould bc c r n n t c d . V h e  clefatlltina Rnjn was granted his request: 
b u t  in return for the co~~cession which the Supreme Government 

trrnlcd a "boon", he loas rcqilired to constrrlct n good road accross his 
coulltry faciliting easy communications between Svlhet and Manipur. 
At the same time, the Silpreine Government again called upon the 
Con~missioner of Sylhet to ascertain from the Raja if he was willing 
to hand over his kinedoin to the East Tndin Company as "hc was 
;,dj,anceCl in yc:lrs, hodilv infirn~ i ~ n d  had 110 heir. to  srlnrrrd hi1119'.' 

. . 
2 S. P. 1828, September 15. NO. 57. 

b 2 S, C. 1897, November W, No. 43. 

4 S. C. I8m. August 14, NO. 6 1 

5 S. C. 1827, November 3. NO. 44. 
6 S. C. 1827, November 9.3. No. 43. 
7 S. (1, 1897'. November 23. No. 44. 



Plains of Cva,char 

Hardly hat1 ( i ~ \ ' i l ~ ( l i ~  Charldrit ex t I . K . ~  ted himself frorn the 
$alleial tanglr, whell ht. was faced with external troubles of a v r r ~ '  %.I 
,,yious 11ature. 111 the 110rth he was again inenaced the dm- 

rebellious T u h r ; i ~ ~ r .  his old C'llC'lklJ' ; i l l  the south-west the Kukis Hiere 
their occ~siorial marauding practices with impunity, and, 

\"orst of ell, i l l  the south-east the aspiring and unsrcrupulous Prince 
~alnbhir  Singh of Milniprlr h c ~ g ~ n  to  encroach upon his ancestral 
I,ossessions. 

This time the hhl-ewd Tuliifini, bib old eneniy, adopted a new 
  rapo on-a moral ollc-to weaken the authority of Govinda Chnndrii 
and armed with a legal injunction issued against him by the forty Troubla 

from ScmpongsX of the Cuchuri tribe, questiorled the authority of Govinda .ru,irin, 

Chandra as the lawful Raja of Cachar. Tiiliiriini w i i h  not ipno1)lr 
clnrmy to bra easily brushed aside as sonit. histol-ians suggest. The 
entire Cachari tribe d\velling in the hills backed up the pretensions 
and claini of this rebel chief. It is stated that in consequence of 
the \~iolation bay Raja Govinda Chandra of long established custonl 
:rlici usages by which the  ministers of Sta te  as  well as Raja of Cwhar 
should bc chosen from amongst the forty Sempongs, the Cacharib 
separated t hemsclves from his :tut hority and t ra~isferred their 
allegiance to Tuliil-iim. The  forty Senlpongs. perhaps under the 
influence of Tuhr5m.  submitted a memorial to the East T n d i i i  

Company alleging tha t  a s  Govinda Chandra had violated the ~ ~ ~ c i c n t  
S o \  .. 1H3b 

Ilsilgc of the country and had ruled tyrannically he had forfeited their 
confidence? Though later on it uras proved that the Sempongs hat1 
no right to elect the  kiug."'for the time 1)eing this declaration 
;iccentuatcd the  difficulties of Crovillda Chandra to  the great 
advantage of Tuliill'iim who now hecamc his rival and made prepam- 
tions to seize his kingdom, 

Towards the  end oF 1828 TulBriin~ made a swift descent to 
Dharampur and, after committing numerous outrages and nlurders. 
yetired t o  his r n o u n t a i ~ ~  rctren t ~~nmolested." At this period 01~illg 

Forty Sempongs are 1101 so many noble fanlilies but include the a l d e  
body of the Caclw People who ere divided illto forty tribes (Fislier's ncmunt- 
p. c. 1894, May 141, No. 100). 

". C. 1829, May 30, No. 9. 
lo Fisher reported Clint "the Sen~pongs Ilud no lidit to elect the killer. ''I'YI~ 

only inslance adduced was supposed to 11nj.e taken place about 1.50 y n r s  ago nllell 
Raja Kirti Chunder wm elected to tlie vncniit throne 11.v ille forty %rnpor~v 
(Kachari people at large) ". 

Tularanl also e~lkred the territory of Jaintia with n ~lu~nbcr of  ONO OW^^^ 
con~rnitted violmce there. The Raja of Jrlintin reqnrslrd Mr. Scott l o  expel 

him from liis territory. 
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to old age he relinquished the command of his army in favour 
his cousins Govinda Riim and Durgir Charan who in Mal&, 18% 
again swooprtl down upon Dharnmpur iilid prevclitchd the officers of 

Govinda. Chandra f ron~ collwtilg rents fro111 the people. Govillda 
&m and his party were repulsed by the Inen of Govinda Chandra 

M.mhy but again Govillda RIIU cnrne on niost unexpectedly, fell 011 thy 
people of Govindit Chandrt~ and carried off ltially i ts prisoners, 
Thus people living in the cr~itral  part of Cachar were cons(antly 
harassed by this intel.nccine warfare. The collectior~ of thch revenue 
\\.as stopped arid u large number of illhabitants fled in corlfusioll and 
arrived on the northern bank of the river Kapilii. Govinda Char& 
iu dcspair asked for aid from his Suzerain.'" 

Things would have been calamitorls for Govilidtl Chandra had 
Govindariim rcontinued to attack him. But just a t  this stage the 
latter turned his arms against his brother TuNiiriin~ who fled p s t  
haste to JaintiA. A few months later, with the aid of a Manipurian 
detchment sent by Raja Gnmbhir Singh, Tuliiriim recovered his lost 
posscssious aud sent Govindaidm fleeing towards Dharampur for 
protection where he was  a r m  received by Raja Govinda 
Chandra.13 

Things were a t  such a pass when Mr. Scott, to  avoid further 
bloodshed and dispute, appeared on tfie scene in the role of a 
mediator and adjusted the differences between Govinda Chandra 
and Tuliii-tim. Mr. Scott proposed to Govinda Chandra that he 
should appoint Tu1drii.m as his Seniipati and give him formal charge 
of the hill districts he already held. He warned Govinda Chandra 
that in case of non-compliance he would forfeit all claims to the 
future interkrence of the protecting power on his behalf against 
TuLfirn. T o  Tuliii6m he also made similar proposals and told him 
that he would be formally confirmed in his possession by the ~ a j a  
of Cachar. but that he should make no further encroachment and 
5hould behave peaceably. Mr. Scott warned him that any infrioge- 
n~en t  of these conditions mould be punished by his exp1llsion from 
the hill portions he held. Raja Govinda Chandra at first turned 
down the proposal of Mr.  Scott. He was not in a mood to recognise 

his late table servant as the chieftain of the hilly tracts of Cachar 
1~7hich once belonged to  him. But subsequently he became more 

and accepted in thc  main the proposalsoof Mr. Scott." 

i 12 S. C. 1829, May 30. No. 5 .  

Foreign Department 1829. Jmunry 9, No. L)?. 
13 P. C. 1824, July 31, No. 22B. 
1 4  S. C.  1829, August 14. No. 5 .  



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . d i n g l y  all agreement was drawn up and signed by hinl on the 
13b Srabrm, 1236 B.E. By this Govinda Chandra agreed with ,4, a, 
Mr. &.ott's approbatio~~ "not to send any force to fight within leOo 

limit in which T u k f i m  with his hill people resided."'" 
Though Govirlda Chandra was a man of weak character and oC 

disposition, he was treacherous. At the time he sign& 
the agreement with Tukf in l  promising "not to send any force to 
fight with hinl" in accordance with the adv~ae of Mr. Scott whom 
he dared riot disoblige or openly disobey, he made n'secret alliance 
with Govindnfim and Durgiicharan, the cousins and enemies of 
Tukriim who were then stationed a t  Dharampr .  He promised to 
forgive all the past mischiefs they had colninitted in conjunctio~~ 
with TulC5riim and in return he called upon then1 to dispossess the 
traitor TuhrGm who had given him so much trouble. The brothers 
readily agreed ; a scvet  agreement was drawn up in November. 1899, 
and Govinda Chandra supplied them with twenty one muskets and 
a quantity of ball and powder. To  defray the expenses of these 
expeditions Govinda Chandra furthermore empowered Govindariini 
to collect and draw on the customs of Dharampur. 

Though Govinda Chandra did not live long enough to see the 
chastisement of his mortal enemy a t  the hands of his cousins. 
Govindariim was not unmindful of the duties entrusted to him. 
.After the death of Govinda Chandra. when T u k d m  descended into 
the plain to present his claim to the gadi of Cachar. he entered 
his territory. plundered and iook possession of it. and Mr. Fisher. 
who was then in charge of the Cachar affairs, had to intervene.16 
Govindaniim aided by the widowed R&l!is of Govinda Chandr~  
continued to give Tu&riim troubles to which me shall refer at length 
in  a subsequent chapter. 

After the accession of Raja Govinda Chandra when Cachar had 
n w u k  hecome the hunting ground of the Manipu~ian princes and Govindo 

Chandra himself had fled to British protection, the Kukis. a savage tb gutir 
tribe hailing from the south, took advantage of the chaotic condition 
of the country and ravaged the southern side of the plains. They 
continlied their marauding practices and sudden midnight attacks 
even after the restitution of Cachar to Govinda Chandrrt. As 
Gavinda Chandra hnd no s~~fficient police force to rh~s t i s r  these 

I". C. 1898. August 14, No. 3.  
" The Semsiyagram in the east. the Kapija river in the west. 

Bhatfbbagram h the and the nol-th hank of the .Jntingn river in llle south 

formed the boundmy of this limit. 
l6 P. C, 189%. May 14, NO. 104. 
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\vauderiny; plu~~derers, he i~ivokcd ~11c f i l l c \ ~ ~ ~ ~  arli*ltb of ~ 1 , ~  L ~ . ~ ~ ~ )  

atld asked the aid of thc British d~tacllmrllt statiolletl nl I l is  cilyjtnl. 
Contrary l o  the expectation of the Raja, Mr. Scoll iIlfol.lutul 

llilli thitL the British forces were ~llc~re for thc nlilitilrg cIefellc*e of 

his coi~ntry agaillsl the possible itt tacks of ~ l e i ~ l l b o u r i ~ ~ ~  ht i t teh ,  

namely, those wit11 k ~ ~ o w n  territory L L I I ~ ~  fixcd capiti11, IIICI that t11c2, 
wcre not to I.)e utilized to protect his illdividurtl sul)jt~clb fronl tjlrb 
~ilidrlight sttiticks of the Kuki assassins and other vagrallt I,arbtlritrIl,. 
He advised pv in t iu  Cllandra to  organize his own police e~t~l,li,1~- 
lnents for the prevention of such crimes ant1 iuiornlecl him ~11;\t IIOH 

that Cachar was secure From foreig11 invasions, the Britislr would 
gradually withdraw the detachlilent stationetl there. Tbr Silprenlr 
Government in its turn approved of this interpretation of the treat) 
and was of opinion that "we are bound to defend Cachnr from 
foreign aggression3 and not fro111 plunderers ;I nd marai~tlerls,"' 
The result was that the Kuk? menacch wils not siipprcssed o i ~ l  
practically no protection wils given to thc tlnrellcrs OF so~~thcrl~ 
Ciwhar which gradually relapsed into jungle. 

The most formidable of his external enernic~s was Gainbhir 
Sirigh who created a new series of troubles for Govindw Chandrn 
after the cessation of the Burmese war. He  was casting co\lctor~h 

Troubles eyes towards the western bank of the BarHk river which formed 
from the natural hountlary bet\veen Manipur and Cachar. During thc 

Gambhi Singh war against the Burmese. many of the N,ii@s iind other hill tribe.; 
who occupied the western bank of the Baclk river and paid noiilinal 
allegiance to the Raja of Cachar, rendered great service to thc 
British and to  Gambhir Singh as informers and volunteers. Eve11 
after the ccessation of hostilities. they continued to convey military 
goods to the Raja of Manipur ant1 came into direct touch with hiin, 
Taking advantage of the weakness of the Cachar Raj which 0111~' 

exercised nominal sovereignty over these hill tribes. the over- 
ambitious Gambhir Singh began to  exercise authority over the= 
simple people and began to receive small present.; from them. 

Towards the end of 1847. he marched a force from Manipur 
and oocupied the western bank of the river. Further encroachments 
were made and the year 1828 saw him claiming sovereignty over all 
the NBgis northward as far as the village Mugwye. The lawflll 
ruler Govinda Chandra was a t  last stirred to activity. He laid a 

complaint against the usurpation by Gambhir Singh toMr. Tucker- 
tlir political agrnt stationed at Sylhet. and the latter called for a* 
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nccoullt f'ro~n tllc Raja of Manipur. Gam1,Jiir Siagli tlel~ied that 

(he Baldk was the western boundary of his kingdollr anti 
UIHirltHilled that the villages couquered by him were inhabited by 
mdel)endeut Nlgiia. This was a complete travesb of the real facts. 
captairl Grant, who was stationed a t  Manipur during this pcriotl, 
Irportetl that the river Utlriik was the ancient boundary between 
these two stiitrs.lx But save for calling for an account, no h t ep  
\vere take11 to rectify this act of brigandage. Gambhir S i ~ ~ g h  indeed 
#as the punlpered child of the East India C o ~ n p ~ n y  and wrc shwll 
ge the protecting po\ircr rondouing many oppressive acts of this 
Hmbitio~~s niitll \vhoni the conipany crronmusly regarded as a ~nost 
tlepelidable i~nd  l~o\vc~l'ul ally against possil)le Burmew in\r;i.iio~~. 
Thr Burmesc bogey haunted the British niind fol. nlany years i~ntl 
\\.c .shall filrtl all their tleali~~gs with M;rnipur coloured by this fear. 

This pi~ssive acquieschence on the part of the Protecting Power 
ol~ly whetted the lantl-hrliigcr of Ganlbhir Singh and he forcibly leJze 
\eizcd the iJd.lai of Clinntll-ap~lr helonging to Govinda Chandra and 
acttled Manipurinns there. The helpless Govinda Chaudra begged 
tllc Co~nniission~r of Sylhvt to rcmovc lhcse nlen from his territories. 
Tile Commissioner on intervening was informed by Gamhhir Sing11 
that the territory in question had been bequeathed to his father by 
Ihe late Raja Krishna Chandra. Needless to say this \\?as a pure 
invention ancl lie was i1ccording1-y asked to produce s a n d s  in 
sllpport of his claims within one month. After the expiry of the 
fif'ore~i~id perioti \\rhcn no iills\\7cr came from Gnnihhir Siiigli. 
h v i n d a  Chandrn again approached the Commissioner. Finding the 
matter complicated the Conimi$sionc~. rcferrcd i t  to the Supren~c. 
Govern~nent at  Calcutta.'" 

mlr. Scott was iiskecl to ~ ~ y o r t  upon the nlerits of the case. Hc 
his verdict in favour of Govinda Chandra and held that "E~ren 1899 

sh0111d it be true, that  the ildklE was granted to his father the 
conduct of Gainhhir Singh and his fanlily in Cachar having obviousl~ 
heel1 such as to  afford io  Raja Govirlda Cl i~ndra fair ground for 
resuming any grant that might have been made in favour of 
Gambhir Singh ." Mr. Scott, lionrever. pleaded for the assignment 
of a small tract of land in Cachar to Gambhir Singh for the purpose 
of settling a fe\v Manipurians there for thc transport of militar!' 
stores between Cachal- and Rfanip~~r." The Gollernor-General-it]- 
Col~ncil disalloj~~ed the claim of Gamhhir Singli to the iM-4 of 

l8 P. P. 1832, July 23. No. a. 
S. C .  1898. &\.ember 14. No. 8. 

" sS. C. 1820. Riay SO. No. 1. 
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Chit~~dl.itpl~~.," LIIL ilt Lhe hulllc1 l i ~ ~ ~ c ,  011 tilt. ~ ~ c ~ ~ t ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  (,I 
J I r .  Scott, i~uthorizctl 11ilu to I I C ~ O L ~ ~ I I C  ; I U  iirrallgc11l~11t \\.illl 

C ; O \ ~ I ~ A ~ ~ I  Clralldro with ii view t o  ,tlcaori~rg for (;ii1111)11i~ sillgll 
trilct of laid in Cacllur. Accurcli~igly Air. ScoL 1 prc\ i \ i l ~ \ t I  ~ I I ) ( ) I ~  ti1,. 
1111\viIli1~g ( b v i l ~ d a  C I I ; L I ~ ( I ~ ~ ~  t o  itsbig11 to 11ir11 c l c f i ~ ~ i t ~  t ~ - i i ( ~ t  

Iilllil a t  ('~lAlldl.i~pl~r 011 leilscb for fiflcell , \ f c . i i h  for tllch el.(.c.tic)ll ,,i: 
n~ugaxinc.. AII i ~ g r c ~ > ~ ~ ~ c ~ n t  lo t l ~ i ~ t  effect \\,;IS c ~ ~ t ~ ~ - c t l  into I ) e ~ ~ W e b C I ,  
t llc. particbs C ' O I I ~ C ' ~ I I ~ ' C ~  011 the 15th o f  Ji11y. 183'3." 

One nlight hn\lc* cbspectetl that  C;nn~bhir Sil~gh would hay(& 
~ ~ c f r ; ~  inctl holn Curt her iic t.s of hostility i~gairlst (;o\.intlii ('hiintIra, 
I I ~ \ \ .  ihii t h i s  legi t i ~ n a t ~  i~spiratious hwcl 1)ee11 hatisfiecl. BII t h~rup l~ ,  
\\,ere 1101 in the blood of Galnl~hir  Sil~gh allel his Sr~zelrai~r ditl ndhiog 
lo ~ h c ~ k m i ~ t c  tllc spirit of ;~ggrand i s~n lc l~~ t  o f  this u11sc1~upu1ou.s and 
i ~ ~ ~ ~ h i t i o ~ ~ s  (ohic\f. St l 'a~~gc~ly ~ ~ i ~ o u g h .  ;iIUout t he  tililt' Challd~' ; t~)~~r 
\\.as Iensecl o11l Lo hi111 by the Rritisl~, hc obtained hy tlubious mciln~ 
ii~~oihc*r pieces of 1a11tl i l l  the ~iister11 part of C ~ c h a r .  Pcrha1)s hc 
src-111.cd it throl~gh the kintl illtt~rvcntion of Cnl~ttiin C;~sant ant1 MI-. 
Scol t. irnd colonist~tl i t  with thc Rlanipt~riarl NRgrts. l'hc local 
officers of the (:ompany approvecl of this q~lestionable pcnc~tration 
of Gambhir Singh bccause i t  satisfied their expansionist schen~t~ 1 ) ~  
coinplet ing the line of communications bet\veeri Cachar itnd htanipur. 
n u t  MI.. Penll~crton, latci., conclcln~lc*tl thc i~ction of his colleagues. 
1 1 t h  tlo1111lcltl ho\v f i i  I ,  it accorcletl with the protcbc.iion thr  British 
Government \\.ere 11ound ljy the  treaty t o  afford to  Go\rincla Chandr:~ 
lo \ i ~ ~ l c t  ion t l ~ c  c.stablishlncn t of a villi~ge ~vithin hi.; territory I);\' a 
prince who v7as particularly obnosiol~s t o  him.23 

With this footing in thc plains of Cnrhar thus sccurnl h;\' the . . ,I 

loci11 Agent of the Protecting Po\vcr \~l l ich Fishcr termer1 "impol~tlc. 
Gnnlhhir Siilyh now not only tried t o  extend his sway over tllr 
~acmaining portion of eastern Cachar which thc  English n7erc later 
ol~liqed to  ccdc to  him in perpetuity hu t  illso l~l,znnerl to  \\leaken 
lhc already waning aollio~*ity of Govinda Chandra in various wag4 
; ~ n d  allowed Cha11dl.iqp~r to  become n hotbed of intlbig~les against 
him. Bc sct nside the original limit of his settlenlent near ~ h a n d r a -  
,1111. il5 a s s i ~ ~ l e d  to  hi111 11-y Mr.  Scott and encroached on the adjoining 
1 : .  H e  norr co~i~rnence(l ;I srries of llnspi~ring cancliorls 011 tllc 
people of Corhar. T-Tc coi~otennncerl the  l\lanipl~riaos i n  their 

1 1 : ~ l ~ i t ~ ~ ~ l  tbvnsion of t h r  pnynlcnt of t rn l r i t  (ll~tics a t  the estill)lishccl 

3 S, P. 1430. F e b r u ~ ~ . ~  66. No. 9. 
5 S. C .  lRO0, ,Jul,v 31. No. 90 .  
9 P. P. 1833. .July 43. No. 66. 
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g ~ ( I  011 the Harik ill Caellar. l ) r c \ f r ~ ~ t r d  thr  lllerrllallts of Cilellar 
Sylhrt from bl.inging ~ O W I I  their goods for sale into 

,, had heen the ctlstuni ;lad compelled them to ~ i s ~ ~ 0 5 1 ~  
,f their melvhandisr to  Maiiipurinn ~nerchants  a t  Chllndrapur a t  

rates. He i~lso established his owii thanas in the territorieh 
of Govintlii Chanclrit and h i  th~,n&hiru 1c.vic.d tolls from tile 
~ ~ ~ l l a r i , s  it l l ( l ,  \\'htlt \Vah \170rStA, hc ))egi~ll to c.o~lllllit acts of violence 
(lpotr tllo C'achttris of the plains. 

It is rcportetl tlltlt some of these oppressi\rc 111~q5"rv~ Gtim],hir 
Sillgh atlol)tt'd by \yay of retwliation I)c.c.ause the extortions pract isd 
ilgai~~st the b1~nil)uriiiri lnci-chants I)?, thc. 1thsscc.s of the y],c;ta ill 
Cachar \vc.re. rlothing l ~ u t  " ~ r n b l ~ l s h i ~ ~ ~  p1rrl~tlc.r.s OII 1ht1 part of the 
officers of Go\-intia Chunt1t.1~". B r ~ t  Gambhir Singh's c.ond11ct I>cc.;llllr* 
*o injulmious to Ille interests of tllc. 1.c1ignin~ i ~ l o n i ~ ~ . c l ~  of Ci~c*hiir that 
(lr.er~ the 1)il t i ~ 1 1 ~  of MI-. Scot1 \\'its ~yhairst(y1. After all p l lq~i r> , ,  

Ia5ting for months. he. \ r i t l~  the  al~l)ro\li~l of the Go\rernor-General. 
sent a htrong letter1 of lSenlonstrilnce to Gambl~ir  Singh ~ v n r n i ~ ~ ~  him 
i~gain~t t hehe acts of  \.iolenc.c ant1 hrignndnge and  threa tening hinl 
with esplrlsioil from Ciicahar if thejr c o n t i n ~ ~ e c l . ~ ~  

We  hi^\'(' SCVII h o \ ~  G o \ ~ ~ I I ( ~ H  CII : I I ICI~~ \ Y A Y  as\ilil~'(I ~ I W I I I  ;ill 
quartcl.~ I)y his enemies. TTe \V:I Y gil'cw no blsea thing-,pace. Besicles 
thew cstcrilal trolrblcs thew were other tlifficar~ltics of il \vc~my cliffel.ent 
nat11l.c in -tore for him \vhic.h also jeopnrtlised his po:.ition. 
Accortlir~~ to Tr~cker   the^-cx were sc.~.iot~s ab~tscs pre\lalent in hi3 
territory. ~vhicli called for t h c ~  inter\.ention of the P w r a ~ n o ~ ~ n t  Power. 
Thcrc \Irel-e also iilee~cant (lelnailds for the transfer of his kingdoni 
to the ctrslody of the East  India Col lq)a~~y.  Theec "\ye~atiou.; 
intrusions" c a ~ ~ s c d  hiin great 111iea~inc~ss of niind. He was l rnhapl)~  
in other rc.,kpects also. 1Je had no iss~re and thcrc were many 
rlairnalzts alicl acpirants to  his thronc i ~ n d  he lived in constan1 fe:llS 
of being murderetl hy  his enemies. 

The ys te rn  of ntlrniniqtration in Cachal. (luring th r  tilnr of 

Gotlinda Chanclra nppe,q~.ed t o  he  tyrannical t o  1\11.. Tucker (Corn- Jl)tel~bi\I 

missioner of Svlhrt). ITC reported that  though the soil of the diff ietdl i~~ 

c o l ~ n t l ~  was l-ieh. the 1)eoplr werr l,~nvclrbinlly poor hwnllsr "th(' 
man who p ~ l t  the see(] i l l  the hnd no sec~lritg that he ~rollld 
reap the profitq of his lilhOllr". Tt \F.;IC ills0 :~llcgrd I)? Tllcltrr 1h.t 
Raja  co\,il l(l;~ Cl,an(l~.:l hall prohihitr(1 the rupo~-tntion of i.i['c. Thf' 
l ~ ~ o e h ; , n t ~  of . ~ ~ ] l l ~ t  ; ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ l ] ~  i l o t l  a li~~.g(l ill~;lntity of $ ~ ~ l I ~ l  

" s. p. 1830. 1i'ebrual.y 46. Nos. 4-4, 
P. P. 1833, doly 93. No. 66. 
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fro111 Cachar. l'11ckt~r ~.eporlctl that llre i c n 1 1 ~ 1  flow I lac l  beell 
,stopped to the great f i ~ ~ a ~ l c i i ~ l  loss of the c.ulti\rato~as of CRcllar \vllc.rt. 

I \ patlcly \\'iL> k)~*ilig ~ O I C I  ii t 21 f i l l ) l l I ~ ~ ~ I y  ~ ' I ~ t ' i l ~ )  ~'iltc*. 1 ur.kcr a]no 
(lonlplkrilictl that tllc ge11~~ii1 ilm;lcle of tllr rullotry clul.illg hih I.eigll 
was srlbjected to ccrtair~ ~~cstr ict  io11,s. Hc. ~.c~ported tl1i1 t ;I ~ . ~ ~ ~ l t  
of that e11ll)ttrgo it ljl'ihk tr:t(lc, tllu t 111igl1 t Ilavt. b t w ~  kept 111) I)et\vcc,ll 
3la11iprll. i111cl Syll~ct i l l  i \ . o r ~ . ,  silk i l ~ l ( l  cot to~i.  \\'ilh ~)~.ncticilII;\' parfi- 
Iy~c~tl, a~lcl thic~ (;o\.i~~tlit C ' I I A I I ~ I ~ N  c0111p~'lle(! incon l i~ l~  tr;tders to 
clisposc* of thrir gootls ict i l  cllc1:cpc.r rate. C'achal- ~ 0 1 1 t i ~ i ~ ~ ~ d  all 
nlnlost inexhaustible s~~ppIy\, of \ 7 i l I ~ l ~ I ~ I ~ '  tililb(\l-. 1311t n l e ~ . e I l ~ ~ t ~  
hailing from the ( ' ~ o I ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ I J " >  (10111illiot1h \vcb~'t l  ~ > ~ ' i l ~ t i c : i l l l y \ '  prohibiteti 
from buying timbtll. 11eci111se 111t. p1.ic.e of thwt c-o~~luiodity had 
doubled owing to the i11ll)osit iorl of hea>.y 1)y Govinda. 
Chnndr i~ . '~  

Thesc trncle restrictions \\elme ~.eg;~rtlccl by the Suprenlt. Govenl- 
'me i~ t  as acts of iill r~ufl.iendly nilt~rl~c towards the paramounl powel. 
and Mr.  Scott \i7n.s sl~ecinlly depntCtl to reporl on the interilal 
condition of C';ichar."'; We shall see presently that nlany of these 
allegations \\-ere of a trifling 11atlire and the so-called trade restric- 
tions were nothing but protective measures dictated by the policy 
of the State. Mr.  Scott reported that  the Raja hat1 monopolised 
the rice tilade a t  the express desire of his own subjects from appre- 
hension of scarcity. As regards the enhallcctl duties on timber 
which formed the subject of ;l special con~plilint ngaillst Govinda 
Chandra, Mr .  Scott acliilitted that thesc were points on which he 
could not with any propriety interfere. Thesc were indeed chief 
sources from which tlie revenue of Cauhar was clel.ivcd arid Mr. 
Scott openly observed, "I canilot preceive that \re have any right 
to  diminish those profits." Mr .  Scott lio\r~ever found the Raja 
gr~ilty of tyranny and crucltp and as a precautionary measure 
~~ecornmeizded the \vithdrawal of British troops to  B a d a i ~ u ' .  This 

he hoped, would render the Raja more lenient. because "the presence 
of the military force secured him against popular commotion." 
But  regarding the nature of the tyranny practised by the ~ a j a ,  

Mr. Scott reported that it "fell more upon individuals who have 
ljp some real or alleged misdeeds Airnished him with a pretext for 

* Paddy was selling in Cachar for 16. I7 and 18 ~nauntls For the w e e  ill 
18?S whilst in our o m  district (Sylhet) the same description of grain sol(l at the 
rate of 3 m n u d s  for the rupee whole& and 0:. hi rhe Baznrs"-Fro~l~ If'.. 
Tucker's account (S. C. 1829, May 30, No. 2).  

2.5 S. C. 1829, Ma.y 30, No. 2.  
26 9. C. 1829, May 30. NO. 6. 
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yjulldrring the111 tha11 illmn the ( . O I I I I I I ~ I I ~ ~  t~ itt la w e  \\.JIU are pw- 
all better off than the lnrn of the Sylhet district as tllcj. 

cultivate huperior .soil ilt H lower rate."" A h  for the cllargcs (,f 

,jefalcatioll le\ltdlt.tl against Govinda c'halldru by (;iiit find that .  
,xcept for the Bt~ligali ythars 1439 8: 1933 ( 1826 & 1827 A.D.) t h ~  
rt.\.enues of subscq~lt~llt years \vercA prlnctrr;~lly paid H I I ~  this wit$ 
?\.en admitted by Mr. 

So w t b  find that the Ptmotecting Power Ilad no 1 ~ a 1  and seriou, 
FPie\.ancrs agairist the Cacallnr R a j  alltl that the tyranny practised 

thc Haja  us not .so it1)ominable as Gait asserted. Eve11 the 
Go\re~.nor-Gcnel~al had t o  admit. "Tilt* secontl article of the treaty 
does ~ ~ o t  give u s  the  right to  insist on the abolitiol~ of the rice 
monopoly in Cachar aLi 1)eing decidedly injlrriol~s to thc illterest of 
his own subjects and sul~versive to  the impro\rcment of the country" 
a i d ,  he went on. "111 the internal affairs of the cor~ntty we lla\~e I IO 

right to interfere 50 loilg a s  11is measure tloes not injllre our 
~ubjects."'VThe fact is-thc Raja was rno1.e weak t h ~ n  wicked nncl 
l l iq  administration was inefficient. 

Let us now t r~ rn  to  the  othcl* difficllltics \vitli \vllicli he hitd to  
* 

contend. 
No sooner li;~(l Govil~tla Chandt.;l l)c.c.l~ placctl oil Ille throne 

for thc second time t11a11 the  Par:~mount Power began to  l~other  
itself about the prohn1)lc ;irrangement t o  bc ~nadc for the disposal 
of Ci~chn~. after his dealh. Tic appearccl "to l>c advancccl in years 
:tnd I~odilj. infirm."" though according t o  the report of Mr .  Tucker. 
their local ~~epresentativc. "Go\~indn Chuadcr was not old in year* 
and expected still to  live a lollg lift."" 'Vhat then arc the reason.; 
for this hastc on the part of the Pnran~ount  Polver? 

The soil of Cachar was extremely ric-11 : it  containecl an in- 
mhal~st ible supply of valtlable timber. According to  ~ e h k i n s  no 
])art of the British' Enlpirc mas more c ~ p a b l c  of producing a greater 
~a1.iet.v of products than the province of C a c h a r . 3 V h e  Suprenic 
Government calculated too that  C ~ c h a r  under a better rule wo~rl(l 
heconlc the granary of the  surrounding regions and that  if filll?. 
culthrated, it would yield an annual rcvenue of three lacs of nlpees 
R S  against its present income of 20 to 25 tho~~sa l ld  rupees. "The 

" S. C. 1899. August 14. No. 5. '' s. C. 3839, Mny 30, No. 9. 
'". C .  1839, May 14, No. 86. 
30 S. C. 1838, November 14, NO. 10. " 1. C. 1899. May 30. No. 9 .  
32 P. P. 189'1, February 11, No. 86. 
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lvelfare of (:Ac~HL." 1 he C:tiIcr~t L H  ill1 t hol'iti~b c)1)('111y ; ~ ( l ~ ~ ~ i t t ~ d  -*hil, 
become with refel.enc.c to the cve~i ts  of thc late \\.ill' \vitll A\.a iul 

object of more inlportancc. to us t h a i ~  prtbviousl). l o  ttii11 ~ , ~ ~ i ~ ~ l ~  
illld t h ~ y  I ~ O P C C I  tlliit the FU~UI'C' granciry of tht* 110rtll-t'ilst frOllti(.l- 
\voultl not only ilfford i~(lequate supplies t o  Manipur whose \\par]ikc 
people woultl form the  hest hansicr itgainst futrlrc. I)urmehc. 
c~ncroachmcnts, I)ut ~ \ . o l ~ l t l  illso c - O I I ~ U ( Y .  to thtb wc.r~rity ant1 tyall- 
quillity ol thp north-cnstern frolitier.:':: I t  \vi~s thclrcforc. t h ,  
Burmese oienace I h;i t regulated British policy to\vi~rcls <:achi~r and 
it wi ls  thcb \\.clfi~rc of  i \Ianipi~r nild not thc wclfirrc. of Cachar that 
indr~cctl thc Enst lildin Cornpal~y t o  ii1lrotlr1c.c it bc~ticr I-ulc i n i t ,  

Cacliar. \Vet 11;1vt\ i~lrcndj, seen tha l  thcb inlpoi.tanct1 of 32i11lip11r hat1 
I~ccn grossly csilggerat etl. Tts inhercbnt \\~cb;~k~lcss ur;t s corl~ectly 
tlii~gnosc,cl by Bcntincli." 

t-1s ci~rly ns No\.cnibcr, 1827. thc Commis~ioner of Sylhet \\.;I, 

c.;~Ilc\cl 11poi1 to report on the  coiltlitio~l of Cuchnr i111tl on  the probable 
nrrangemcllt to  bc nladc for its tlisposal in thc event of the death 
of the. Hnjn of C ;~~I l i i r  n-11ich was s~lpposcd to 11c1 imaiincnt. We 
(lo not know the sourcc of this information and n.ct cannot say 
\vhcthcr it \\':Is n~ishful thinking on the  par t  of the Paramount 
Power. No report cilllle from M r .  Tucker and \rc firitl tllc Calc~~ttn 
i~~rthori t ics  rcpcating thc saint instructions t o  their agent on thc 

Peb,, 1897 north-enst frontier in thc follo~~ring November. Tn the menntiinc. 
RIr. Tucker hat1 nil intcrvicn with the Raja of Cachar :~ntl solintlet1 
Iii111. 011 lhc .suhj~ct  of the transfcr of C:~c.har t o  thc  British Govern- 
melit nf tc~ '  his tlcnth. R c  even hcltl o r ~ t  thc tempting bait that 
in thc eve11 1 of $rich an nrrnngcnlcnt. the  Pnramollnt Po\rcl* ~ ~ o n l t l  
most likcly ~.clinqi~i<h thc  aunl~nl  trihutc (luring the rcniainclel* of 
his life. 

Govintla Chandrn w a s  no fool ant1 played his cards  ell. ITr 
was il\-Crsc evcn to  irrlmitting thc rliscllssion of such a topic ant1 qrlitr 
niitl~rally rcgartlnl the payment of t h r  annual tribntc ns "the ~ h e d  
anchor for thc retention of: his r,o\\.er" 1,ecaufic it  was only R S  311 

n~l~nowlrtlgc(1 tl-ihl~ tary of the  Rrit idr Governmmt tha t  he colll(l 

I " S .  C. 1899, May 30, No. 6. 
* "The ntlvantages 11on.ever lo 11s or it connectin11 \\it11 Rlanipore nl)llear 

to be very prohl~mntical. The result or our lnte enquirieu ha, e clen~lg ~ l i o ~ r n  t11;1' 

aftel* an 1111intcrruptec1 Lranquillity of se\.en yealss, this small state i s  still cnnsidcrrtl 
a s  totally incompetent to tlefrl~tl ilself agnii~\t ;I Rrrmesc inr-a\ion c('lllrl 

hi11.tlly 1)lat.e ~.elinnce upan their ir~~discipli~ietl efforts". 
(Extracts Ram n ~nintlle O F  Lortl ll'illi;~~ Rentinc.1; tlaletl I l l ?  ?3'" 

March. '1 833) . 
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dcri\ve 1.esyccL a l ~ d  defereilcc fl.0111 his subjecls ant1 the i~riglll,ourillg 
yriecrs. He opeuly conksbcd t o  1111.. l'ucker that if the J4ritisll 
1 ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u e , 1 t  \\?ere u l~dcr  any c.ircunistallcc~,s t u  c.xoncrutc hinl fro111 
tile ~ a y i l l a ~ t  of the tribute, he \voultl lose his Haj ill the  COUP$^ of 
,ir Iilol~ths. As regards his objection to e11tc.r illto arrange- 
lllellt of 111c. ki~i(l  1)rol~~secl by 11'11'. Tucker, Ile \qc-r~g \\iselg I~ointctl 
ollt that iis long as the succession rcni;lined urrscttlecl an(] in ;I 

~llallller. Icft opcan t o  all cli~imants. the iispilnwl~ts \voultl I)c kept quiet. 

.iftCl- showing the weakness of  the p~*ol,osi~l of thv rel)rcsc.ntti t iw 
of t l l c .  Hritibh G o v c r n m e ~ ~ t ,  Crovinda Clinnclra put for\vard 11 .sort of 
co~rnter p~.ol)os:~l i ~ n d  informed the Comlliissioncr that 11e Ilad clrter- 
t;iiotrl th (1  idea of strengthening hi> pobit ion and co11tin11i11~ hi- 
Iillc by i1tlol)ting it suit;~hle Icl~ilcl from iimong.st the faniilichs of tht. 
reigning Hitjas of the rreighhouring states. Mr .  Tuckcr perhi~ps \ \ u s  

not 1)rq)aretl for this ~>ropo.sitl and aclvise(l hinl that ill ii mattcr of 

s~lch importance 11e shorrl(-i first consult the Yaiw~iiount lJo\ver, 
I)ccarrse in thc event of i11iY flit ure dispi~t e i L  \ v o ~ ~ l d  I,(. thc clu ty of 

the British to presel-\le t hc co~lnt  ry from external nggrebbion. Mr. 
Tucker duly coll\?c~.t.tl the report of his intc~rvic.\v to the Ciilc'~~tt:l 
n~~thorities.":'~ 

Tlie Tucker-Go\?incl;~ ncgo t i i~ t io~~  W ~ I S  :i fail~rrc'. 111 1Liy of tl~c* 
ham(. ycnr tlie Calcutta i111thoritic.s \\.lmote to tllcbir Agenl to give t l l t l  

matter due considel-illion iind to  s t~ l~n l i t  11is \,icws w i t h o ~ ~ t  tIeIi4~. 
This tin)(> they changed their nlotluv operti7rdi. I n  thc colrrscb of 

their instr~~ctioll  to t l r c h  Agent, the C;ovcrnc,r-Gene~-t~l-i~i-Coi~~lcil 
i~d\lised him not t o  agit:tte the  acloption question further. I-Icl nril.; 1829 

instlsuctecl to induce the Ra ja  to  consent to ;11i a~.rang'cnien t \vhic.h 
\ \ l ~ ~ l d  put tlie C l o ~ n p a n ~  in possession of it after his deniise.:'~ Thi.; 
(liploma t ic. 1noj.e ha(1 the desired result. 

Accordingly Mr. Scott arranged an intcrvicw \vith the Raja. julv, 1890 
The instruction regarding the adoption was hardly necessary b c ~ a u s t ~  
as a result of a further warning administered by Mr. Tucker, the 
Raja had desisted from taking further steps towards implementing 
his decision. The  interview covered a series of topics and HS a result 
Mr. Scott \rras in a position to  inform the  Calcutta authorities that 
there wo11Id not ire nl,lch difficulty in obtaining from the  Rnjn the 

"~n this occasiotl it is 1seported by MI-. 'I'ut.ker t l lwt  Rajn (;ovi~lda ('h~ll(it'r 
P~smted  the former with two calrphallls Tor the ('onlpi+~~y n ~ ~ c l  in rrlllrll M r .  

Tuclter also preseuted the Raja11 \\.it11 ;I rnnho~a~~?. tnl)le. 
34 S. C. 1899. May 90. No. 2. 
"" s. C. 1829. M a y  30. No. 6. 
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ccssio~r ol' Cachar in oonsideratiu~l uf ~ I I I  adequate IIIUIICJ p ~ ~ n l r l l ~  
itnd assignnlelit to hi111 of it ~ C I I S ~ ~ I I  i111d J(1Zyir \vhC'rc he lnigIrt 
in safety. He fixed thc vn lua t io~~  ot' thv htate of Cschar at t w e n t y  
times the itmo11n t of the cxist ing revcl1uc.s. 011 tllc i~tiopt iorl q~l(~StiOll 
Air. Scott did not see cye to  eye with hih r~~iistc>r.s rjt ('itlcrlttil :lrl t l  
he wondered ho\v t l ~ c b  Ha j i~  coulti nrilh any prol)ric't~~ I N ,  ird\'isrd i t ,  

chop it brrause it \\'as it religious d r~ ty  i l l l t i  the11 1.i1tllr1. ~ I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ I ~  

ol~served, "The conllection hetwccll thc Rajall iind t h t b  H1.itihtl 
(;overnrnellt \ViIS 1lot such its woul(l gi\.ch thca Iiltttlr ;in). t i l l 0  [ti  

b~~cbcetl him i l k  tlle event of his dying \\-itlroul clil-c>ct Irc.irU.:l' ~ h , ,  
S ~ ~ p r e m c  (~ovcr l~mcnt  \\..its cleternli1lc1d oil llle prrchahc of ( ' i ~ c h ; ~ ~ ~  
iind the correspondence continned bet \vcea hlr.  Sco t 1 i t rr t l  the 
Cnlcu tta authorities regarding thc valui~tioll quc.stio~r. 

The dispute that had heen going on bct~uccri (;o\?irl(ln Cl~:~ntlr;r 
:tncl Gilnlbhir Singh Ili~d reachcd its clinlas ;lt this tirlic w r ~ t l  t l 1 t 1  

latter's cond~lct becamc so reprehcnsihle t ha1 i l l  the. I I ~ O I I ~  11 of hiI;~r-t~l~ 
1820 Mr.  Scott had to  i~dlninister ;I grave \vit~-tii~rg to Cri~nlI)llir Sing11 
nnd had e\.en threitteriecl him with c~xp~rlsiori fro111 [he Cl~anclr;lpr~r 
iliik~ti RS noticed citrlic~.. But  it \vns too Iatc. Go\'irlda CIlillldri~'~ 
lifc was fast drawing to a clostb ant! hc fell it vit~tiiil to the foul 
caonspiracy of his implacable cnemy Gambl~ir  Singh to\v;~rds thc end 
of April 1830.3i Thus died the last king of Cachar amidst trol~bl(~ 
arid i~fflictio~l that had tormented him throrlghout hi.; life. He \\.its 
in(1eed hiiplcss ;IS Gait has clc~scribed him. 

This fo111 i ~ n d  ghilstly m111.der \~h i ch  \\,as the O I I ~ C O ~ I I C  of it 

tleliherate plan took place on the. night of thc 24th April 1830 ~ ~ h r n  
:I band of bLanip11riiins i l l  conspiracy with the Raja's Manipuri 
I~odyguartl burst into the piilncc of thc Icing. hacked him to pieccs 
:111(1 set fire to the- pitlace. Therc was great co~~fllsion. The R%!is 
flctl across thch ri\.er \vith the family dcitieq. On receipt of the news 
the Magistr:ite of Sylhet h ~ ~ r r i e d l ~  i*ep:tired to Ci~rhar  and look 
l emporary possession of the country. A t  first, s~r+picion fell upon 
Ti~lfiriim,~%nd Mr.  Scott was asked lo institute air enquiry into tile 
matter.39 As a result of eny~riiy lasting for more ~ h a n  a year it was 

proved beyond all doubt that "the murder had heen ~ l a n n e d  and 
exccuted with the knowledge ; ~ n d  under the direction of Raja 
Gnn~hhir  Singh to srrlrre him the hmefit of the r r imrl0  Govind:l 

S. C. 1s8n. August 14. NO. 3. 1 

:{' P. P. 1830, May 14, No. 38. 
::". Y. 1830. May 14. No. 38. 
3". P. 1830. May 14. No. 4.5. 
Pc' P. C. 1839. April !I. No. 44. 



arndra's tleiitl~ gtl\.(> Gamhhir Singh full l ice~~se to carry on his 
deigns rgviost C a d a r  and he gradually swallowed the whole of the 
astern portion between the Barilk and the Jiri rivers and even his 
tjuaerain later on failed to rnak(1 him disgorge what he had obtained 

means. 
Enquiries revealed tiltit lowa1.d~ the early part of 1890 Raja 

(;oviilda Chtlndra, perhaps encouraged t)y the revised tittitilde of 
~~ramou l~ t  Power tonlards the atloption y ilestion as disclosed in t l ~ c  
interview Mr. Scott had with him in July of the previous year took 
!,reparatory stcl~s to udopt a child. Gnmbhir Singh who had an eye 
on Cachar tlnd who had been encroaching all these years on the 
lerritories of Govinda Chttlldri~ feared thut the proposed step woulcl 
foil the ambitioll of liis life ant1 entered into league with Bidyinilnd, 
tllc British Vi~kil at ~ h c  court of Cro\~inda Chandm, Him Govindn. 
Bidyinand's Muktea~', one B ~ l t ~ r i i n ~  I-Iivildiir an officer of Govindfl 
Chandra, arld liis (Gi~nlbhir Singh's) own BhiindBri, Gourshyiim, to 
put an cnd to the life of Govintla Chandru. As it result of the 
investigt~tion, Riimgo\rinda. Baliiriini and others were apprehended 
find sent for reg111nr trial, and \Irere sentenced to death." 

The Sul)remc Government re\?ie\ved their cases and the se~~lencc. 
April. 1RS3 

of death' passed on them was conlniuted to iniprisonment and t r ~ n s -  
pol*tation for lifc. They \\rere sent down to the Tenasserim coast 
to serve their terms of iniprisonment. Gourshyiim was not even 
apprehended, though there \\?ere direct proofs against him. because 
"that \vould 11a1.e been tantamount to  the pi~blic accus~ltion of his 
onrn master Gunibhir Singhv.42 I t  wits strange indeed that 110 

verbal remonstrance was administered to Ganlbhir Singh, the villain 
of the piece." Had the Supreme Government adopted stern 
nmsures against their pampered ally ;IS early as February 1930. 
when the Cachar-Mnnipnr dispute \vas heading to a crisis. Gambhir 
Singh ~ o u l d  not have dared to take this extreme and fatal step. 
Gait is totally silent on this p i n t .  In  his treatment of the second 
phase of the reign of Goj~inda Chandra nowhere does Ganlbhir Singh 
come into the pictllre. thollgh nct~lally it \!?as he who dominated 
the whole shon?. 

In the mcnn~vl~ilc.  nftcl. the trssnssinntion of Raja ~ o ~ i n d ~  

'' P. C. lssa. April 9. No. 44, " 2. C. 1834, April 9, No. 56. " Mr. Scott tried to arrest Goiuhh;r SinXh n l ~ e ~ ~  lhe lalter cbnnlc to S.\'bet 
Lo attend the festival of Ratha Jatra. hut 11e tvns directed 11o1 lo take such 

by the Supreme Government. 
(P. P. 1890. June 96. Nos. 45-36). 
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Cllaodr;~, tlle British t i o v o n ~ n c ~ ~ l t  p ~ ~ l ~ l i s ~ ~ c c l  il l ~ r ~ ~ l i ~ l i ~ i t t i u ~ ~  i l l v i ~ i ~ l g  
llic ~ ~ ~ i l l l ~ l l t ~  to C ~ e h i ~ l '  Raj to p I '~ '~e l i1~  their c;tses within  hix 
\ ~ e e k s . ~ : ~  'l'liib rcsi~lt~cl i l l  ; I  .spate of ( a l i ~ i ~ ~ ~ s  to tllo \ .AC'NII~ tlll~Ollt'. 
Tllc t11ro11c \v;ts chimed 1 . ) ~  Go\silitl;t C:ht~nd~*u'~ \vitlo\vetl Hil!ih, I), .  

his rcal)elliotrh h~ihject l'ulitrfin~, fort). Sth~lkpo~lg.s of t l~~h CRCtl;lr 
tribe allel ~ \ * c ' I I  hj' his 111orti11 enemy (innhhir Singh, r i l l  of wlrol l ,  
regurdctl t hc~nscl\~c..s its t llc legit imi~te .successors to t 11c decbeased 
j Ganlbhir Sillgh Iiad ;in iiltcr~iati\lt* P ~ O ~ I O S ~ I I ;  11e illso apl>lied 
to take tlic caot~ntry 011 lease for a n111ilbt.r of ychilrb. I-Ie ~voul~l 
;illo\\. tlo opport ullity to slip. 'rhe Supreme ( ; o ~ ~ c r ~ i n ~ e ~ ~ t  instructed 
t he local officers to inake a sifting coquiry illto each of thesc claim, 
i~ntl to t e ~ ~ t l e r  their hentiments 011 how Lest Cnch;~~.  could hr 
tlisposetl of. 

Gamhhi~. Sir~gh aftcbr l~erlioani~lg "ho\v he 11i1tl hthen ],assing hi* 
tlit,\.s o\rcr\vlieln~ed with grief since the cot~ntry of Hitjinibhn went 
o r~ t  of his posscssior~" prayed thnl the cot~ntry hc givcn over to him 

Claim of 
GPm,.,hir 011 lease for a tcl-nl of t\venty years at  least, if it be ]lot retaillcd by 

Siligh thc British. He oft'cred to pay tl~cl st1111 of Rs. 15,000 as re\lcnl~c~~ 
i111d pronlised to providv his niece, the \\,idow of the In tr Raja 
Krishna Chandra with ample nicans of sr~bsiste~~ce.* His claim was 
strongly advocated hy Captain Grant. thr11 resirling at RIanil)ur, 
\vho welcorrled the chance of l~l~itilig the Manipurians and thc 
Cacharis, tlic two barbarous tribes. under it Government sufficiently 
powerful to keel) then1 in order. He pointed out that the farniing 
of C H C ~ N P  to Gi~mhhir Singh \vould enable hini, a niiln "almost 
destitute of revenue." to built1 I I ~  a stable and efficient Go\~ernmcnt 
at  Manipur which ~voulcl he conduci~~e to  the safety of the N.E. 
rcgion. Hc thought it ~vould neutralise the possibilities of oppression 
on the part of Gnmbhfi Singh if Cachar were given to him on lease 
for H nl~rnl>er of years with the prospect of conditional renewal. 
And he finally proposed that  if it were not possible to lease out the 
whole of Cachar to Gambhir Singh. at least the eastern portion 
between the Jiri river and the western bank of the Barik (mhich 
the latter had possessed hg ~lslirpat ion) slioul(1 he forii~allf gi~rell 

over to 

43 P. C. 1832. May 14. NO. loo. 
44  P. P. 1890. July 9, No.  44. 

S. C. 1832, November 25. No. 63. 
* Rnja Gotrind~ Chandra married th;s tvidow of Raja Krishnrt Cllandra, 

Ilia elder brother. The Cacharis tlrougll Hinduised ditl not always lollow the strici 
rites and custom of the Hindus. 

45 S. C .  1R91. Novemher 25. ?\'(I. 60. 
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 he origillt~l p r ~ j w s a l  of Cnptt~in Grant  \\as lloi jIy ,,,, the local officers. \Ir. Cranrfurd, \r.kru succeeded )Ir. Scot( 
,, Agent uli the N. E. frolrtier. acl~~iaecl the Supreme Govcnlmellt to 
rrjn.L the proposal of Captain G m l ~ t  iiltogethcr, as  "Gulobhir Sing$ 
,\as iml~licat~d ill the inurder of Raja Govinda C I ~ \ l ~ ~ d e r " .  He hatl 
othly- \r.right~' objectiolis. The p1ai11h of C'whar \yelne lllBill]y, if not 
(lyc.lusi\rely, inha1)itc.d hy the Bengali race alld kll.. CraMrfurd feared 
that i f  Cadlar wt\s given over t o  Ganlbhir Sillgh "these p ~ p l e  \\vould 

deli\.erc~l over I~ound halitl and foot to  the  tender lllercieb of ;r 
fluel cllic~ftttin" w h o  in his opiniol~ Ilad nvished to possess CtrchHr 
merely for the p ~ ~ ~ p o s e  of extortirlg from it the largest ~>ossible 
amount to support his extravagance. He also tlouhted whether 
Garnhhil- Singh ~ ~ ~ o u l d  be aide to  pa!v the .sun) of H.s. 15,000 
p i ~ ~ ~ c t ~ ~ a l l y ,  the i~*~.egular paynlcnt of \vhich. he fetirecl, \vould ct.~.tain]>v 
give rise to ~rnpleasant feelings on both sides and might throw him 
illto thc ill.nls of thc court of Xvi. So he proposed that it would 
be better to  ~ n w k ~  hinl a present of Rs. 15,000 per tillilunl rather 
than allo\v him to fwrnl Cachal.. H e  disallowed thcb claims of thc 
forty Scmpor~gs and also that  of the Riil~is, though the latter hnd 
Iwen 1)ackcd bj. his predecessor Mr .  Scott, and begged the Supreme 
Government to declare imn~ediately their intent ion of directly 
administering the province.4" 

The Supre~nc Government \vils already convinced of thC guilt 
of Gamhhir Singh and rightly refrised t o  entertain th r  original 
llroposal of Captain Grant  . Pemberton and Jenkins were again 
called upon to  state  their vie\vs on the schcond recomniendntion of 
Captain 

Pemberton was ngi~in.st the transfer of the plain of C'ac.hnr to  
Galahhir Sisgb and also i~dduccd cogent reasolls in sopport of llii 
view. H e  statcd that  n large nr~niher of 34anipurinns who were 
averse to the systc~ll of Govcrnnlent pl~evalcnt in their ~ \ T I I  countr!. 
and \vho ha0 ;~lread? settled in Cachar and had t l~rned mall>- ~vild 
])arts of Cachar illto flollrishi1lg \~iliages, ~vould leave the corrntr.. if 
it were hendcd o\?er to  G;lmbhir Singll. So hc ~.ecomn~ended that 

the plain of Cac11n1. sllo~lld 1)c retained by them. as it \ms likely to 
~1 '0dl lc~ in the course of fe\\r years a r r r rnuc  emrly rqurl to thilt 
of Sylhet and ~vould l~cconlc a granary capable of su))porting fin?. 
11umber of l o  stationp(l ill Cachar in case of tllc ~ l l c \ ~ ~ l \  
of \f7;1r s.itll i\,.i. With reg.n.(l to the propriety of planting to thv 

P. C. 1839. Nay 11. No. 98. 
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Raja of h~n11ip111' it portiu11 o f  ill(' etr8lerll di\.isior~ of (lHI.ilar, ,,s 

proposeil b)' 1 1 ,  1 1 0  (;1'811t i111(1 NIW 110 Objee- 
tioil to g i v i ~ ~ g  it ovcr to q a n ~ b l ~ i r  Sil1g11. The tribe's of the abo\,e 
tract, 1 1 t h  obs~r\~t.el. " s t r o ~ ~ g  i l l  tlieir 111o11nli1ii1 l'i~stl~essc~h, hatl never 
i~endcrccl 111orc tlruil i1 t ~ o a ~ i ~ ~ i t l  >ubll~i.ssio~l to tllc Rajah of CHchapu.4& 
Gambhii. Sing11 l i r ~ t l  11ot I - ~ ~ I I I A I I I C ~ ( I  i(lIc1 ~siric~' thv d~'ilt11 of CO\,ill(lH 
~~~~~~~~~~tt i i ~ ~ t l  hi10 griitl~i~lly ~ ~ t c l i t l t ~ i l  I l i h  5\\.111\. o\.cll* t l ~ t .  \\!hole. or 
I li t b  regiori I-c.frisl-c.t l tc) abo\lr : .so Perliber t on's ~ ) I*o~)o>~I  1 ,)111~1)0rt(.(l 
to l~cc'ortl Icgul >iiric.tio~~ to 11i.s riii;iutl~orihcd ~ I O S S C ' S S ~ ~ I \  \vhic'h I l t b  
(Pcnlbc~rtol~) l~iinsclf h i ~ < l  ~)rc.vio~~sly quc'stioired. 

Captitill Jcmkiiis also su1)mit t c ~ l  hi!, o s 1 1  I fr lleltl 
6 

tlinnietl-ically opposite views on the n~i~ t tc~ l*  aiitl Ijol(1ly stated that 
the. reasolis which l ~ a d  ind~icetl t l~t* Go\~ernn~ent to refuse to 
elrtertuil~ii~g Gu lbh i r  S i~~gh ' s  propositio~~ to fitr111 o l ~ t  the \vholc 
princil)iilitj- of Circhar sliol~ld hold c~l11a1l-y good i ~ g ~ i l ~ t  grnntiug 
11i1rl anjT yt11.t of Cachiir. HI. yointetl out that the KAli N : , ~ ~ R s  
i~~haljiting that tri1c.t of li111(1 \jrcre highly ilisaff(lc-tetl tonrards the 
H.~.ja of Rlanipt~r i ~ i i c l  that they had been so long restrained from 
])reit king out in to open rebellion because they \\?ere living on the 
hope that they ~vould not be finally hanclccl over to Gi~lnbliil. Sil1g11. 
And he warned the Calcutta authorities that they had no right to 
insist upon the transfer against the express ~vishes of the people. As 
regards the evil consequences which the act of refusal ~voulcl produce, 
Cnpti~in Jenkins assured the Supreme Govemnlent that "'If the fact 
of owing evewthing to  the British Government had not secured the 
faithful attachment of the Raja, i t  were vain to  seek other pledges : 
his open disaffection or enmity \vould be alike of little consequences 
to us. The Burmese will never venture to enter . ~ u n i ~ o r e  as his 
:~llies until fully prepared for a general wily with us."40 ' From thiq 
it will be seen that  he  was the only official of the period \vho was 
not haunted by the Burmese bogey zinc1 that  he did not attach 
undue importance to  Manipur. He  finally begged the Supreme 
authorities for the sake of civilizatioil and hunlanity to  extend their 
effectual protection to  a people that  had fallen under thcir adminis- 
tration by the extinction of the royal 

Now let us turn our attention to  other candidates. 011 behalf 

of the widowed queens of Govinda Chandra, Riini Indraprav~? 
the throne and mondercrl why thc proclnmation inritillg 

Y 48 P. C. 1832, May 14, No. 109. 
P. C. 1839, May 1 4  No. 110. 
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,yylicillior~s k)l  t 1 1 ~  \'~I(.uIIL t 111.oll~ had bee11 iahlled all. TIlr 
m!j a a b ~ ~ ~ i t t n l ,  "Hy our huabi~l~cl's l*igbt, tbr rol111tl:\. is our\" and 
uurstiosnl tllr rteed for il procltlr~ntio~i. She begpet] the Conlyrll>. 

confil?ll to theln the liereditivy property in the. same Illallller a:, 

i t  hRd cur~firn~ed other princes in their possc.ssions under its yrotec- 
t i o l l . ~ l  Tli(~ taltlilll of tlic~ Hfi~!i was 1)acked by Mr. Scott alone, 
ihough 11r (lit1 not :~tlmil her clainl to  possess it in .sovereignty 
hecaube that \\'as (b~ i~ t r t l ry  t o  the c~s tonls  of the Cacharis. ant1 
Ipecon~mcntled that Rii~ji lndraprova should I>c admitted ah :I 

%clr,ti?lcld~ \\'it11 ;I life ter~ure on the Raj subject to certain conditions. 
He tleenlccl this nrlmnngetlie~lt to 1)e I ~ ~ o I - ( ~  c-oi~geniitl to thch int cre5ts 
of the inhabitants of C a c l ~ a r . ~ ~  

His views were not supportecl 1 , ~ .  I r i q  >ucrcJhsor 311.. C ~ . i ~ \ \ f ~ r ~ * d  
\rI~o feitred that the ugel~ts of the R:iiji \rould utilise the uncerlilinty 
of her lift. (she was ad\ranced in years) a s  an additional stiniulub 
to extortion and peculation at the chxpellsc of thc poor inhaI>itaiits 
of Cii~lliir. T-Tc. thought that the p~~oposition of his ~)redecessor. if 
ndl~ercd to, woul(1 simply delay thC introduction of a lwtter systeln 
in Cacl~nr.~:~ Thc* validity of the niwl.riage of Rk!i Indral~rovii \\-as 

;ilso questiolled by Fisher because slic had bee11 thc \vi fcb  of Raja 
Krishna Chandl-a. brother of the deceased Raja." So i t  n-;lc llc~ltl 
priarr facie that the Rh.1is had no title to the ~ n j .  

The hill1 chief Tuliiriinl. in his application dated tllc WtIl 
September 183Q, formally laid clain~ to the vacant Cachar Raj a. 

he claimed descent from the royal family of Cachar. Mr. F5shc.r 
reported that Tuldriim had not even a shadow of title to the thronc 
find that his claim to be a descendant of King Tinliradh\vaz \\.iI< 

lltterly denied by the Cacharis of the ylairis who attributed a hunihlc 
origin to him. He a-as reported to he the son of a Manipuri slave 
girl by a Khid~nut~Gr in the service of the Cachar R t~ j .  The clailli 
of Tulbri.ln was summarily rejectedeS5 

Though no application in person or otlierfvise was niade 1 1 ~  
Govinda Riim, the cousin of Tu]br.h~. a fcw of the Cacharis ad\.o- 
mted his right to the throne. I t  was ~retendcd that he 
the natural son of the late Raj;, Krishna Chandra by a slave girl 
\vhom he had given in inalyisge to one Anandr5n1 to save her f ~ c c  
2 few lnollths before the birth of Go\~indarl?m. Captain Fisher put 
nsidc thc. elaim of Govindal.?nl eycll at  the initial stage. because 110 

~ r h  prctclision n7nq tillken of 1,). ally o ~ l e  clurillg the life tinw of 

P. C. 1839, May 14, No. 100. nr p. C. 1832, JItly 14. KO. IN). 
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Guvhdr Chaadrn tt~llrl G v v i ~ i d ~ r i i ~ ~ i  hi~lis(~II hat1 advnllcthd llo such 
c l a i n ~ , ~ ~  

AS ret.p"ls the chi111 OF tilt. S C I I I ~ O I I ~ ~  to elect i\ I I ~ \ V  ~~j~ froll, 

~lmongst tl~rmselves. Captrill Fisher after ntrcful enqlliv llrld that 
the right to  thc surcessioll was acknowleclgecl to I ) C * I O I I ~  to  the sol,, 
of the r e i g t ~ i ~ ~ g  Rajas acc.ortling lo seniority ant1 tlecli\rrtl thiit I , ( ,  

litid conle across no illstanre of ik free unci fail election th,. 
Sclilpongs in thc past history of <:achnr. Eve11 if i t  was tile custOnl 
ill ancient tinlcs to procure the confirmi~lion to the titltk of Raja 
rtll assernbly of thc Mantris it11tl S t~i~~pongs,  11c sirit1 that pl-nctice ha(l 
been long disco~ltinuecl.~~ 

As there was no Iegiti~l~a~te heir to the Iiitc Haja GoviIldn 
Chandra, iilid as  ill1 thv loci11 British officers, s:\\rc Mr. Scott, \ye].(& 

Jul) ,  1993 r~nanimous in reconlmending the annexation of the plain of Cachar 
to tlic domillioli of the C o n ~ p a n y . ~ ~  the Goven~or-General-in-Coullci~ 
itccepted their opinion i~nd  the annexation was carriecl out." It is 
said that the suprcrne Governn~el~t was also influenced in their deci- 
sion by thc wishes of the chiltlren of the soil who n.nntc.d "to be 
placed under the rule and protection of thc British Go~~enlinent ill 

preference to beirig made over to  Raja Gambhir Singh"." Their 
choice of British administration in prefercncc to thc 1.11lc. of Gamhhir 

P 
Singh was ccrtalnly a wise one. 

A suitable provision \tTas nladc for the RIL~ i s  of the deceased 
Raja and they were given a slim of approximately Rs. 3,894 per 
annurn out of the revenues of Cachar. TulLnim, the rcbel chief, 
was confirmed in the possession of the hill portions that had been 
assigned to  him by Govincla Chandra through the lnediation of 
Mr. Scott. Raja Gambhir Singh nras required to retire from 
Chandrapur and as regards his supposed right to  hold the portion 
eastward of the  Jiri river. the Governor-General-in-Council did not 
pass any final opinion and postponed their decision pending the 
receipt of a further repoi-t from Captain P e n ~ b e r t o n . ~ ~  

Govinda Chandra's dominion was thus disposed of. The con- 
clusion nras a foregone one ; and even had the RBnis ~vished to 
adopt a child in furtherance of the wishes of their late husband. 
the conclusion would not have been otherwise. The proposal of 
Mr. Scott was n sound 3 r d  popnlar one and had it been adopted. 
it I hil\,~t lwen ";I more 1il)ernl nnd conciliatorv col~rse." 

56 P. C. 1839. May 14. No. 100. 5". C. 1839. July 9. NO. 13. 
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?'he Plains of Cuchar 
I 

,( b c t t ~  ealiglile~lrd syrtclll ol iidnlillistrstiuli sua i~~trwluced 
,,,, tioubt, rcsulti~~g: ill thc ~llarkcd prosperit) of the land. 

the iormul aiincxatiorl of thc plallls of Cachar, the 
lrout,lct~ 4 t ~ c ~ i u l ~  01 the disl~osal of tllr. portio~r ot tlic country cast 
,I tllc Jiri H.i\.cr citlilc up for col~siderii t ioii. Hobert W D ,  Fisher and 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j ) c r t o n  werch callc~tl upon I,y the Calcutta authorities to furnish 
~1 lNshiblc inforniatioll. Enquiries made by them revealed that the 
lul.tio~l of Ciichar pruyosed to hc given lo Hajii Gnnrbhir Sing11 

.sixty 111iles in Ie~igth and tight nriles i l l  breadth aird not sterile 
reported earlier. The soil \\?as suitable for thc growth of various 

ki~rds of grain l r ~ ~ c l  yielded an i i b u n d ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of fine timber. It also 
3~~pplied i l  coiisiderable quantity of ivory, wax and coarse cloth to 
{he plail1.s of Ctlchar. Thc revcnue realized an~ountctl to Rs. 10(H),/ - 
and the t lSilct contained a. pol~ulation of 10,000. 

Captain Fisher \\rho hacl heen placed in charge of Cachar nlatle 
i l  tlctaileri enquiry as a. result of which he was thoroughly co~r\,iuc.ctl 
that the tl-act should he retained by the Conlpany. Hc rq,ortc.tl 
that the proposed arrange~ncnt had t)(~bn tlccply rcsentetl hy the 

~ f i g i i s  inhabiting tlie tract. marly of \v1io111 lracl all-eiidy fled to the 
plai~ls of Cachar. The Niigiis also presented a petition strongly 
protesting itgainst the proposed transfer and prayed that "they 
might he permitted as before to I>ring nwa*\v tin~l,er and other articlc- 
of trade from the hills without intewuptions fro111 the OfFicer of 
G~nlbhir Singli." Captain Fisher potested against this impending 
tlmansfer on moral grounds. All classes of peoplc in Cachar deeply 
suspected Gambhir Singh's participation in the ~nurder of thc latr 
Raja, and Fisher rightly :~pprehended that tlir people in genernl 
~ u l d  regard the transfer as nothing I,ut the accomplishnient of the 
object for which the murder had heen committed!" 

Mr. Robertson entirely agreed with the opinio~i expressed 1 ) ~  
Lt. Fisher and told the Calclltta authorities that as the province of 
Cnchar was to be retained as n part of British territory. Gambhir 
Sin~h should not be given footing in any part of it. In his opinioll 
]lothing would he more objectionable than the vicinity of a pretender 
whose agents. he feared. would keep British subjects in a state of 
continued alarm. So he proposed that Gambhir Singli s110uld 1 ) ~  
reqllired to abandon Chandrapllr altogether irnd to retire behind the 
B a l ~ k .  But a t  the same time "to turn the nlind of the M~niporeall 
Chieftain from the pursllit of a petty and barbarous ambition to 
those of a more homely and r l se f~ l  Mr. Robertson reconl- 
l~lendetl tbnt orrnsional plrxsnlts in the sllnpr of ;I tlonihrr of ~ l t ~  



*ho~lld be nlti(tc. Thew he hopt~l ,  n~igllt l s~ \ le  solntl rfirrl i l l  w\.i,.illz 
I hc rtgricr~lture of the (.o~rntry.~:+ 

Captnirl Ycmberton who was sl~eciiilly tlc.pi~tr>tl to interview tj,, 
Hnjn of Mnnipur gtlve nil altogether different verdict. Hc reitergtetl 
his old argument in fa\.our of the dispstll of the c.ustelmli portioll 
Cnchar to Gambhir Siligh. H e  feared that t Ire I I I ~  t~alifirvl c ~ p u l d ~ , ~  
of Garnbhir Singh frotn Chandraplir "would 1)c at t endccl with some- 
thing very like disgrace" and to c.o~iate~.;ir.t the of such e 
disgrace, he ad\~ocated the grallt of land cast of the Jiri river to 
him. This i1c.t of charity tlppcarcd to I~ini to I)c onc of 111utuaI 
c~nvcni~ncc. .  1 1 t h  observed that  his rc.nio\?al from the plains OT 

C'nchar would 011 the one hand all~ly tlic f ~ i l r ~  of the people of 
(lachar and on the other hand the grant of n portion of n territo1.g. 
"\~nlut~l)lc to hi111 in mauy nccourits and worse than useless to us 
i l l  every point of \ricw," \vollltl establish an ndditionnl clainl to hi$ 
; ~ t  tnchment nn<I gratitur1esG4 

Aftcr consideration of all thcsc tlivergcnt \bie\vs the Govcrlio~o- 
(iclzeral-in-Council accepted Penlbcrton's reco~nnlendt~tio~i ant1 con- 

Jdv,  1898 
firmecl Gnlilbhir Siiigh in thc possession of the tr i~ct  east\vard of 
the Jiri river; his removal from that quarter, thcy said, could not 
I)e insisted on "nritholit giving ofl'ence arid impairing the good feeling 
which it was advised to c~lt ivate.""~ So the policy of appeasement 
nt any price triumphed and tile British Govelnment under the 
mistakcn fear of the Bunnesc. invasion s~irrendercd a valuable ynrt 
of Cachar to Gambhir Singh which he had acquired by  unfair means. 
This injudicious act evoked the censllre of the Board of Directors. 
They concurred arith the views expressed by Robertson and ~ishel. 
~.rgnrding the disposal of the eastern portion of Cachar and strongly 
conclemned the acts of oppression and usurpation committed by the 
men of GarnbhT1. Singh on the people of Cachar. They wondel.c(l 
ho~v  a tract of country unqllestionably belonging to ~ a c h a r  coul(1 
hc ceder1 to  a prince whose rule "mas regarded with aversion and 
terror hy its pc~ple"~%nd their disapprova1 tholigh j~~stified. I V R ~  

ineffective." 

'I3 p. p. 1839. .July 23. No. 64. " p. P. 183% duly 93. hTo. 66. 
6v. P. 183%. .July 03, No.  71. 

Letters from Courl No. 14 of 1834. 
" The position m d  p~\\~c.rs of the nonrcl of Directors in reliltioll to 

(a) Calcutta authorities and ( I ) )  the Board of cnn~rol hnve 1)een discusred in  
Setion 1TT of this Cliapter. 



SECTION I 1  

We have seen lhnt despite his illisdeeds R i n ~  Singll, the h j u  
,,! Jaint&, was pardoned by the Pnramount Power and that he wa* 
,luly confirmed in the possession of Jaintiii after the conclusion of 
the W R ~ .  The Yar~mount  Power's attitude towards him was in 
marked contrast to that shewn towards Govinda Chandra. Not 

fhpl . 1896 
only was Fknl Singh's i ~ l l ~ g e d  misconduct in the late war condoned 
by the British Government but special favours were also bestowerl 
on him "in return for the veqr great attentioil shown by him and 
his brother to the party that had accompanied Mr. Scott from Sylhet 
to Assam in April 1844". Tents a n d  a handsome musical snuff box 
were presented to  the Raja of J a in tk  by the Governor-General ; irr 
return R&m Singh also rtrn(le a presentation of robes and two pair+ 
of elephants to His Excelleacy as testimonials of his fidelity. He 
also promised to keep all the old roads in good condition and to 
lend a11 possible help to the construction of i l  road across hi9 
kingdoon]. I n  acknowleciging the presents the Governor-Generrrl 
expressed great pleasure a t  the conduct of the king1 

Thus RStm Singh begail his reign as a vassal in an atnlospherc 
of mutual good \vill and fidelity and cordial relations existed between 
these taro states up to the year 1831. The British Governmenl 
took particular care to cultivate friendly relations with diaintig 
during this period and ;I road of high strategic value connecting 
Sylhet and Assam via Jaintii n7as nlso coristivcted a l  a cost of 
Rs. 20,000/-.2 Raja Riim Singh also sent a contingent to quell the 
Khsi disturbances and the oft'el- \\?a .; thankfrtlly accepted 
Mr. Scott." 

But this period of amity came to an end with the death of MI.. 
Scott. Circumstances soon developetl which embittered relations 
]letween these two states nlld swift Iy rllln~ina ted in the extinct inn 
of this independent principality. 

I1 a a s  reported to the Magistrate of Sylhet thpt towards the 
end of January. 1834 two British subjects Eiinu and Miidhav had 

seized hy ;I hnnd of nlrn f m n ~  Jnintiri and dragged off townrds 

S. (1. 1887. Noveulber 90. Nos. 4-7. 
". P. 189.0, April 18. Nos. 51-.54. 
' P. C .  1834. J ~ I W  10. No. 97. 
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1 4(i I'he lin,vi e:r:ation of A ~ s t r ~ r ~  

their frontier, os ter~sibly with the purpst: of being sacrificd bdolhe 
the goddess I<;?Ii ~iccording to trn old custoni of Jaintii. 
wns t~ltinlately saved by .wme cowboys and MAdha\r also mmehoH 
Inanaged to cscnpe fro111 the hands of thcsc niiscrea1~ts. This 
occasionetl a severe remonstrance to the Raja of Jttirltia by Mr. 
Crawfurd. Scott's sllrces,wr. Not only did he \Irarn the king to 
take itdequate steps to prevent the recurrence of such mal-pritices 
1)11t he also riqucsted the Calcutta i~uthoritics to bend ;I very 
s troilg letter to the king. The Calcutta authorities tleelned the 
h t e p s  alrei~cly t t t  ken by hini, sufficient and declined further action.4 

As according to Gait* the recurrence of such nlal-practices w a c  

the maill csllise which compelletl the British Govc~rninent to  aunex 
 he dominion of JaintiB, it is worth while tracing thcir history fro111 
; I I I  earlier tlatc (1821) with ii vic\v to  obtaining ii clear understand- 
ing of the situation calling for British intervcntion. Gait hiis further 
recordecl that the Raja of Jitintii, as  votiwics of the sulcti cult, kept 
itlive thib systeln of human ~nc~.iiicvs. Therc is 110 doubt that thi, 
irlh111i1ali systenl prc~r:~ilc.rl i l l  rclnotc parts of the Jaintis hills as wcA 
find Raja HRnl Singh ''expl.e.ssinK his willillgrless and deterinillntiol~ 
011 se\rera1 occ;tsioas to nholish  his nl~ominable ~gs t c in" .~  But it is 

cloubtful whetller this aboniin;~blc~ and inhumiin s>'si el11 \\'as ~)racti.se(l 
;I I thc instigation of the Hajils ot' ,Jaintifi. 

I n  the yea1.s 1821 ; ~ u d  1827 sonic. Jaintifi nleil atternpled to 
kidilap British subjects fro111 Sglhet, aiid the local British officid 
called upon the Raja of J a i n t i ~  to i~pprehelld and bring to justice 
tlie individuals accused of tlie crime. The Raja agreed to t ~ k e  all 
l~ossible steps to  prevent the recurrence of sucli crimes. Attc~nptq 
were repeated in January 1832. as noticed earlier. hut  still without 
ally sllccess. R11t :I fern mo~itlis liltel.. thcy seized follr British sab- 

1'. C. 1899. Marcbli 10. Nos. 7!)-NO. 
* "In 1693 the IZnja of Gobhn, i l k  Llie wve\L of Nowgang. orw 01' ill? 

ptty  cliieftains dependent oa .Jaintia acting ~lnder Lhe orders of his Suzerain, 
seized four Rritish Subjects. t l i ~ ~ e r  ol  whom \\ere ; fler\vads imnlolated i ~ t  the 
shrine of tlie goddess Kali. The fowth kycaped and gnwc information or th' 
m w r m m .  At this juncture Raja Ram Singh died, i ~ n d  was succeeded by 
nephew, Ra jendm Singh. For two years the Government endeavoured to induce 

him to give up ihe' pe~petrators of the outrage mid reminded him of the collw- 
quences of I P ~ ~ I S R ~  and of the solemn \varnin~;s which had been given on previous 
occasions when similar atternpts had been made on the lives of British subjects 
in the distl-ict of Sylhet. Tlle J oung Rajah. however, wvns obdurate and nt last. 
I'ailing to  obtnin sntisfaction. it was resolved to  disposs*~ bin1 of 
his territory in the plainsv.-Gait "History of .4ssnni". 2nd Ed. P. 906. 

.; P. C .  IRBP, March 19, No. 79. 



jd, aud it \ V ~ S  reported t h t  they srreriled three d tllcrll before 
the f i l l  ulld that SohlLa Singh. the RajiI of Gobbf was 
;rllyJicntetl in this fotd c-rime. On receipt of the new's MI.. Robertsoll. Stpt.. P i  

hgrllt to thc Go\-er~lor-GencraI, addressed a. letter 011 the Srd 1839 

septelnbcr, 1832. to Rajtt I3.h Singh who ansa.ered in due tillle. 
I I S s ~ r i ~ ~ g  a full e~iytriry into the mntter." Wllile t11e matter was 
under correslwndence, Raja JX5m Siligh died aliri \vas succeeded h\r 
Rnje~itlr~ Singh, his grand-nephe~v." a lad of 17.7 

While reporting the :iccession of his grand ~lephe\v to  thej]lrone. 
Mr. Robcrtso~~ drew the attention of the Suprenle Government to  
the terins of the treaty c~oilcluded with the late Raja. They struck 
Mr. Robertson "as the most t~nfavoulable to the British Government" 
ils the Rajl~  had heel1 holding his territory eritirelj~ tinder the protec- 
ti011 of the East India Conlpnny u.ithout paying anything in returll. 
\Vithout t l ~ e  Conlpany's support tlie Raja, according to him, would 
have been 11 nable to lriair~ lain himself eve11 for twelve months. So 
he held tllc clcatli of Raja RBm Singh to be a good opportunity for 
ihe rcvisiol~ of this unprofitable treaty and recommended that ti sun1 
of Rs. 10,000/- be exacter1 as nn nn~lrial tribute from the ne\rr Raja. 
']'he lTice-Presidel1t-il1-Co1111c'il upheld the decsision of the Agent and 
trcatod thc cngagcmcnt with the late Raja us merel?. a personal one 

xuv., 5 .  lhble to be renewed 011 "such conditions aa t l le~.  deeliled it expedient 
,8s 

to impose i l l  reti111~ for thc' l~enefit of their protection." Accordingly 
they instructed their Agent to meet the ne\v Raja and sound hini 
:IS to his nrish regarding the ~ e n e ~ v a l  of the treaty on the new terms.' 

The meeting took p1ac.e on the 45th Ma).,  1833. M r .  Robertsoii 
after poiiltilig- out to the young. Raja and his minister how entirely 
dependent they \\.ere on the British Go~rernmeat for protection and 
~ O \ V  "unfair it ~ v a s  to  expect to obtain ~ u c h  invaluable protection 
for nothingyy bronchcd the subject and proposed that the h j s  
should renelj? the treaty with thr  British Govenlment on condition 
of paying to  the Sr~zerain an annual tribute of Rs. 10.000/-. The 
Raja was also given the option of ceding to  the British Goverllnlent 
a tract of mnntry known 1,y the  nnnltb of the "SPVVII Ranks" in lie11 
of paynient in cash. 

The yollllg Rojn alld his Delcar were not prt~))ilre(l for this. To 
thrill the 1 Ill.olmsal srnnrd to 1,r n del~nrh11.e fm111 ('*tnhlish.r(l 

P. Y. 1833. Dec.en~Ler 19. No. 70. 
* Rajelldra Silhh is nephen. of Rarl~ Si11gl1 i111d 110t llr~l1('\\ ;Iq 

Gait writes. 
P. C. 1832, November 5 ,  NO. 56. 

' P. C. 1899. No\lanlw~ 5. Nos. 56-58. 
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custoul a11d secondly the3 hncl rlo right to usbent to it \r.ithout 
placing i t  in the first installce before thc Lloloiu-the heads of the 
tiny rep,ublics of which the state of Juinthi was con~l~oscci rind of 
which the king of Jaintiii \\.tls lncreljr the hewd. So they asked for 
fifteen days to reconsider the tllattelb. But Mr. Hol)erts011 W n S  for 
an unmetlinte decision i111(l hc i~~forilled the Hnjit that tlntil thy 
treaty was signcd. hc o o ~ ~ l d  only I j t b  rccognised "ns 21 relatioll of th,, 
late ~ a ' j a h ' s  i l l  temporary charge of thc coiintry" itnd not ns t),,) 
Haja of Jaintii.  ,Is the tlew Raja tiid tiot collb~111 10 i \ I l  i ~ ~ i l ~ l ~ ~ i ~ t ( ~  

irvision for tllc lbeitsolls stnted nbovt., the Agent tlcclillctl 10 nccepl 
any nazur froni him iind wlint \vas \Irorsc, disnlis5ect hi111 IurcerelilO- 
~~ious ly  without giving 1lil11 tllcl right of .salrrtc fro111 the guards of 
ho~iour ill attendance.!' 

The young Raja was a l  this pelmiotl ~'llll)il~l'ilhb~'(\ by dibitffc~ti~ll 
among sonic of his chieftains whose sylnpathy Ile hat1 itlieni~ted by an 
impolitic itct. Iinrliecliwteljr after his accession to the throne, he put, 
contrary lo thc usages of his country, two of the il~ost respectable 
Dolois i l l  irons \vithot~t calling n D ~ r b a r . ~ ~  311'. Robertson knew 
of this trouble il11il utilised it to suit his purpose. IIc forcsaw that 
ere loug the yot~ng Raja would concedc because ill  thc event of any 
~~npleasant  developnlent the Raja \\rould be corllpelled to seek the 
aid of his iuzerain. Consequently he aclvised thc suprcmc authority 
to  withhold the recogllitiol~ until tlltb young Raja had agreed to the 

June* 1 3 9  proposed tern~s.  But Mr.  Robertson u1iderestin1sted the stamina of 
1093 

this youngman and his itdvisers. T h e  Go~renlor-General-in-Council 
approved of the actio~i of their Agent and issued orders that 
"Rajendrs Singh bc not i*t~ognisetl as the Raja11 until he binds 
himself t o  contribute towards the gcneral defellce of the frontier."ll 

Though the Agent had received an evasive reply (8th May 1833) 
from the new Raja regarding the surrender of persons alleged l o  

be involved in the immolatioi~ of the British subjects already alluded 
to, and though he regarded this offence as one calling for his 
deposition,l"e did not broach the matter before the king. a t  this 
period because the immolat io~~ case " hacl escaped his recollections 
amidst his various pre-occupations." 

The anticipation of Mr. Robertson proved to be false 
though six months had passed since the above mentioned meeting. 

P. C. 1893, June!l3 ,  No. 85. 
10 P. C. 1834, May 16, No. 76. 
11 P. C. 1899, June 13, Nos. 83-44. 

1 Letter to Court No. 3 of 1894. 
1". C. 1539, Decemlwr 1% No. 70. 



,be youllg king d d  llol allow the leuat rig11 of agreeiag to the p r o p 4  
krms, nor did he take ally steps to arrest the cnlprits. Mr. 
h b e r t ~ 1 l  no\\- .sent reminder lifter ren~inder to Hejendril Singh w., 1s 
,sk*g hill1 to npprehelld the offel1del-s a i d  ultil~~atelg called upou 
hilll to surreildel. Sobhii Singh, Raja of Gobha, il dependeacy of 
~ ~ i ~ t i i ,  ~vithin twenty days froin the dattb of the despatch of the 
letter, 'l'he latter was found to be actively c.oncerned in the seizure 
of the three missing indi\riduals according to a report furilisl~ed by 
the Chieft~i~l of Nurtuug, who was fit war a t  this ti111e with tht. 
Raja of (;ollhfi. Ob\-i011s1,v t lle SO~lr(~c of illfonllfl t io11 ~ ' 1 1 %  110t ahovc. 
..uspicioi~. 

As IIO repl~. \\.a> rc.cei\tetl within thc. stipulated pwiod, Mr. 
Hobertson hastily camc to the Ic~nclusio~l that S o b h ~  Singh had 
tleen sheltered by the Hiiji~ of Jai l l t i~.  He therefore I-quested the 
Suprenlc Govcrnu1c11t to punish Hajeildrir Sing11 for the nail-delivery 
of Sobhii Singh. He cited as precedent the warning ad~ni~listeretl 
l ~ y  the Governnlent on the 14th May, 1841, when a n  zittempt had 
been madc to seize British subjects. Thc Raja had been warned 
that the failure to surrender the culprits for this outrage would be 
coiistitued H S  it confession of guilt 011 his part. The case contenl- 
plated ill the above orders, according to 351.. Robertson, now 
presented itself and he recoinmended that the ruler of Jaiatiii should 
be solemnly called upon in the name of the British Governinent to 
gi.ve up the Raja of Gob& and that in the event of his non- 
compliance, he should be immediately removed from the Raj and 
one Bhiindiiri, a near relation of his, be placed oil the throne. 
Xr. Robertson further reported that Rajclldra Sing11 \\?as "a habitual 
promoter of the horrible rites of human sacrifice" and his participa- 
tion in the case under consideration, according to hiin, was also 
proved beyond doubt by the best evidence.13 That his allegation 
against Rajendra Sii~gh had not been proved by the "best evidence" 
\\fill be seen from a perusal of his own report" which \\-ill appear to 

l3  P. C. 1893, December 19, No. 70. * In the second paragraph of his Report ~nentioned above) Mr. Rohrtsoll 
admits that the deposition (No. 1) of the mad (who made his escape) sctms 
to be entitled to the fullest credit which is again (as mentio~ied in the 8th 
Puogreph of the report) co~lfirmed by the depositions Nos. 9, 3, 4, 5. 6 aid 
a8 made by the pleople of Nurtung. These depositions iogzther with ~ 1 1 0  d e p i -  
tiong NOS. 8 and 9, made by the servnnts of the Rajah of Gobhi, estsbldl. 
awoding to Mr. Roktson, that Sobllii Sbigh, Raja of GoLhP, mws active!? 
~ 0 n d ~ d  in seizing th.&. missmg individuals and accordingly he wrote to the 
Rajah of Jaintii demhding the s e n d e r  of the atid Gob115 Raja. SobU Sing11 
wns not s~mn&red W MY. h h r t s o n  suggwtdd that M by non-complyintr 



a disinterested ~ ' e a d t ~  a.s 1 1 0 t l l i 1 1 ~  I ) I I ~  i l l 1  I I I I C O I I ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ ' ~ ~  statrrnerrt ,,, 
far 8s  the latter's guilt is ,conceriied. 

Happily. however, this t imc the St~pr~lllcb Go\'er11111(~11 t took 
k., 19, more reasonnble view of the &air iincl instructccl thrir .\gal( sinll>ly 
lBs9 to repeat the dcmnncl for the sorrcilder of thc perphtri~tors of til(. 

foul offelices aiicl to warn Rajendra Singh t l lu t  11011-coinplia~~~ 
this request \voultl 1)t. \?isilecl by the s t~\~erc  displri~s~rrc~ of the Rritisll 
Gbvernn~ei~t .I4 

I11 J a n ~ ~ a r y  lH34. H.it jei~drc~ Sing11 for\\.i~l.detl ;L petit io11 lo the 
Govt.rl~or-Gcl~t~ri~t clrttwing his c~ttentioli to thc ulitlue demand inad,, 
by the Agent. :iftcr relating how Mr. ltobertsoii hat1 i~lnoyed hill, 
in various ways al~cl liow 11c hacl degrudecl hill1 in the estinlation of 
11;s subjects by iicldressil~g lii111 iis the mtlilagei. of the Jnintili Statc. 
he pointed out that the deinand of the tribute was in direct opposi- 
ti011 to the ci~g:.ugcnieuts executed with his predecessor. And he 
finally pleatlccl that ;is his cot~ntry was sniall ancl its i ~ o s t  of hih 
qrtbjects reilclered pel-soiial service in lieu of cash pityment of revenue. 
he was not ill a position to pay uay tribute to  the Company. The 
Suprenie Governn~ent in reply informecl hiin thnt thc ngrermeilt 
cxecuted with the Iatc R ~ t j a  Rill1 Singh WilS M personal onc and 8s 

Fcb, 6, such there was no obligatioil on their part to afford him any protec- 
lsJ4 tion without any rrtltrn. And a t  the saine time they called up011 

their Agent to state oil what data the sum of Rs. 10,000,'- had bee11 
fixed 1)s hi111 iis the itrnount of tr ihl~te to l ~ e  tlerna~lded fro111 thv 
State of Jai~iti?i.'.' 

At this tinie MI.. Robertson \vits ordered to Le relieved by 
Mr. Jenlriris ancl before he hncl cluittecl his office, hc nddrcssed n 

letter to  the Calcuttii authorities in ~vhich he made a revie\i7 of t h ~  
:idministration of the province i~icluded in his agency and begged 
the Govei~~nlent  "to admit thnt the agencJ7 had greatly improved 
11ndc~ llis gencral sl11,erintentlence." Even whilc I)lo\ving his o ~ 1 1  

with the denlaud, the Rajah of JttintG had taken th eguilt of tl~e crime up011 
h i d f ,  he should be deprivd of his Kingdom. Upti] now hc had I I O L  implicatkd 
RajenlrLa Sngh in the crime. Then he asserts hl the Iltll para oF the above 
report that "the pre&t ruler of Jaintiii. is ge.elllerally reported to h a ~ e  been. 
even during the life time of his predecessor. a promoller of the horrible rites of 

human sacrifice" nild then sudde~lil\- comes to the conclusion that "his (Rajendra 
Sin&#) pccrticiputio,~ +n thti yreumtt cuua, I conceive is ~rrotlcd by tlie bed 
etidenca." Where is the evidelke ? Then *gain in the neat parap;l.al>h Ile m;\< 
"At all events there cannot be doubt of the guilt of Gohld Roinh" Tl111~ 
Hajendm Sh~dl's participation it]  the present c.cr,sc is nowllern p~.th.~(l  

'4 P. C. 1893, Daember 18. No. 74. 
15 P. C .  1094. Febl*u;iry 6. Nos 141-144. 



,ruulict, IIC could imt reslritili hi~risrlf fro111 girpiug a bit of advice to 
/he Supreme Governrn(int ~~egarding thC course of action to bc 

towards the Ruju of J~ in t i f i  \\.ho ill his opinion, was sure to pet,. 
,llmncler to the de~riairtls of the B1.i t is11 Go~cnlment provided "tJie lRYl 

~ v c ~ r ~ i m e i ~ t  persisted i l l  \vithholding tlie title of Raja." At this 
time ct letter rtddressetl t o  Rajei~(lra Sing11 came to liis office from 
the Governor-General. I ic  clven declined to deliver this letter tu 
l{aje~idnr Singh becausc. tLca 1attc.r had bee11 addressed as Raja alrtl 

rrturnetl the same wit11 u request tllat "it J I ~ H Y  be directed to tbe 
Zami~lder and not to this R a j ~  of Jaintia.") This l ~ s t  nct of Mr. 
Robertson is hardly justifiable. 

In response to  the letter of tlica 6th k'etjruary, 1834, MI.. 
Roberlso~r informed the Suyrelnc. (;overnmcn t that tlw Raja of 
baintiii was in u. ~msition to l ~ a j ,  ;I fat]. hc-a\,ier amoi~nt of tribute 
~ I I R J ~  that had been fixed I)? 1iin1 hecause ;~cc.orcling to ii~for~ilntiol~ 
received from Lt. Inglib lrlicl Ciiptain Fisher. cash revenues of 
Jaintiii amounted to  Hs. 30,000 ;~nnually in acltlitiou to what wa3 
paid in kind i ~ n d  that  ";I treasure ~nlouilting to nearly 40 lacs of 
rupees had accumuln t eci in tho ~noyal \.;~ult ." Though the Supreme 
Go~lenlment agreed with their Agent ill in~posing tribute upon the* 
new Raja, they regardcd thc arno~rl~ t of tribute suggest cd by hi].. 
Robertson very high in spite of thc al)o\ye information. They ins- 
tructed the new Agent Mr.  Jenkins to give his advicc on the subject 
since Scott had been averse to the demand of any tribute and one- 
third of he money re\renlle of tlie state seemed to he too high all 
amount. Thc letter ret~~riiet l  undelivered IJJ, their former over- Mar.  1831 

zealous Agent, they forwarded once more for clclivery to the Rujrl 
\\rith~tlt alteration, coinnlenting that "the Chicf of Jnints  is elititled 
to the dignity of ;I Raj;~ nccol*dinp to ihe fo~.nier tlscaty and forn1~1' 
11sagc."li 

The neur Agent took aver in March, 1834 and in~n~ediatel,\. 
Rajendra Singh deputed tn.0 of his vakils to Cllerrapunji to place 
his grievi~nces before him. The vakils represented that the young 
Raja was quite willing to i~pprehend the persons implicated in thr 
sacrifice of the British subjects. but he was unable to do SO O W ~ ~ I K  

to the fact that the chief of Nurtu~lg was resisting his authority 
and that the refusal on the part of the British Gorernnlent 
recognized him as the Raja of Jainti5 had further encouraged his 
subjects to d+ his authority with greater impunity. We haye 
already I ' P ~ C ~ T ~  to the djspll t~ t h ~ t  11~1s going on het~veen Rajenrlci 

"; P. C. 1834, March 9.5. No. 38. 
P. c.  1854. M~rch 95. Nos. 4 0 4 1 .  



Singh and his disaffected ~lobles. 'l'lle situatiolr had by this timt, 
greatly deterior~t ed. A series of aggressions i~ttended with muder.- 
ens atrocities follo~red. Chaotic conditions yre\railrtl not only in 
Jnintift , but the contagion spread eastward ~ l s o  alld the rrighboerinC. 
Khfisi states became restive. So the vnkils of Ruje~ldlr Singtl 
requested the new Agcrit to effect a reconcilia tion I)ctwcc~u the Raja 
anti the dis~ffcctcd Dolois of Nurtung. 3lrT Jenkins t~dopt~tl  bl 

csorrect and sy~~pwthet ic  attitude. IIc realized that unless internal 
commotion were effectively checked and the authority of thc Raja 
restored in fr~tl. it would he futile to expect hirn to s~lrrender tIlr 

MU.p "S culprits. So. to  arrest the spread of lnwlessness and to terrninatr 1884 
the hostililties between the warring dolois., he deputed Lt. Inglis, i l l  

whom both the parties had faith, to act its n mediator and pmce- 
maker.'" 

Mr. Jenkins took n very sensible and balaliced view of the 
tlispute. According to him. the clairn of Rajendrii Singh to the titlcn 
of Raja ottght to have been ncknowledged by the British Govern- 
ment as a matter of course because he had been recognized as such 
hy the chiefs of the country. Nloreover. hc did not regard the treaty 
HS n personal one liable to be annulled by the denth of the sovereign 
with \vhonl it had becil originally contractccl. Its terms, he thought, 
were really unfavourable to  the Paramount Power, but the expla- 
~lntion was that "it \vas n ~ a d e  a t  a ti~iic of great emergency." As 

none of thc terms of the treaty* had beell alleged to hc violated, 
Mr. Jenkins considered that  the proper course would have been to  
pers~~nde  the Raja to a voluntary com~n~~ta t io r l  for n nloney tributr 
of the seriaice he was hound to  yield 11y the terntq of thc fortn~r 
Lrenty. 

Thus Mr. Jenkins clisayprovecl thc method of hi i  predecessor 
with regard to the renewal of the treaty. He also disapprovetl of hi3 
]~redecessor's suggestion that the yoong king sllol~ld be removed 
from his gad; for his nonicompliance with thc demand for th(' 
surrender of the criminals because it appeared to llinl that the f ~ t s  
that the Raja was a minor, that the condition of tlle kingdoin ~ t ~ a h  

chaotic and that the offence nras  conlmitted during the time of 
Raja R i m  Singh hacl not been sufficiently kept in mind by 
Robertson. FIc rccon~mended the s~~rrender  of the culprits b!' 
Rn jc~l( l~*i~ Singh i s  :I condition preccde~lt to his recognit ion 36 

1". C.  189.1.. April 10. hros .  135-138. 
" Yide ;4ppcndix ".2" 



by the Conipany and finally advised the Supreme Government 
to suspend the conclusion of the new treaty with the Raja until :JM. 2; 

he to pay tt yearly tribute.'" 1 Kd4 

 cording to Mr. Jenkins's instxvctions, 1,t. Inglis repaired to 
~ ~ i ~ t k p u r  on the 9th of April and met the contending parties in 
, durbar. The isuler of Jaintiii and his lnantris were present along 
with the Dolois of Johy and Nurtung. T l ~ e  Raja restored their 
privileges and the refractory dolois of Nurtung made the customary 

to Rajendra Singh. Lt. Inglis also effected a reconcilia- 
tion between the people of Johy and the peop l~  of Nurtung both 
of which parties he found a t  fault liable for punishment by the Raja 
of Jaintii. Their misdeeds were. however, condoned by the young 
king at his intervention with a view to restoring q ~ ~ i e t  in the country. 
This act of forgiveness on the part of the king gave immensc 
satisfaction. Peace was restored and there was rejoicing every- ;,i.,y 9 ,  

where. The mission was a great s ~ x e s s . ~ ~  15:; 1 

But when the "success of this mission" \\-as reported to thC 
Supreme Government, they took a difl'erent vicw of the situation. 
They did not appear to have been convinced of the wisdom of 
deputing sl~ch a mission. They questinned the expediency of inter- Is, 
fering in a quarrel bet\veen a sovereign prince and his subjects in im4 

which they had no concern and regretfully informed the Agent that 
"the assistance had been given a t  a period when the terms of our 
future connect ion with Jaintiii were under discussion."" It cannot 
be denied that the British Government were morally responsible 
to a certain extent for the continuance of chaos in Jaintiz rrt that 
time and "the restoration of mutual good understanding between 
JaintG Raja and his chiefs was a necessary prelude to\r?ards the 
accomplishment of a new treaty." Thc intervention of Mr. Jenkins 
WRS quite judicious. 

At this time Mr. Jenkins proposed that R S  the chieftain of 
G o b h ~  had hecn implicated in the sciz~lre of the British subjects. 
the Suprrnle a~~thori t ies  instcnd of punishing his Suzerain (the Raja 
of Jainti~) as contemplated should attack the offcnding principality 
after giving n due and solcrnn warning. Thc Si~preine Government 
questioned the propriety of his proposal and instructed him to call 
upon the Suzerain to  punish the perpetrators of human sacrifices. 
because in their opinion "as long as thr Jninti5 Raja pretends .to 
be the sovereign of Gobhn. he m~ls t  hr held responsible for the 

ln p. C. 1834, April 10. No. 135. 
'O P. C.  1894, Xilay 1.5. No. 70. 
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offences committed by the inhabitants of that place." They further 
called upon him to infonn the Raja that should the latter 
inability to punish his vassal, thc British Governr~lcrlt would consider 
Gobhir as severed from his dominion and would ttrkc sllitablr steps 
for the reduction of that  refractory 

Accordingly, on the 28th May, 1034, the ltujw of Jail~ti i  wab 

informed by the Agent that  now that peace had been restored in 
his clominion, he should immediately take steps for tlle apyrehellsion 
of the offendel-s. He was a t  the same time callcd upon to pay 
the tribute and renew the treaty with the Company. As regards 
the first point, the Raja of Jaintiii gave his I , ~ . h t  assurances but 
with regard to  thc demand of the tribute, he withheld his assent 8s 

hefore and trusting to the liberality of the British Government begged 
it "not to  insist upon n demand t o  which he was llnable to offet. 
~ ~ e ~ i s t a n c e  otherwise than by remonstrance and repre~entation."2~ 

The matters were a t  s ~ c h  a state when a fresh cause of dispute 
;irose. And to trace back the history of this incident, we'shall 
have to go back to  the time of Scott. On the southern bank of 
the Kiipil5 river, which fornled the boundary between JaintiL add 
Assam, Raja RSnl Sing11 establishecl R c h a ~ i k i  at Chapparn~ukti for 
levying. tolls on all goods passing through that  ghdf. The British 
had also a chauki on the northern bank of the river. Goods 
coming from the British territory were thus doubly taxed. The 
gross revenue of the British cllstoms house stood a t  Rs. 1,400 
while the amount of the duties collected at the Jainti5 Raja's 
cl~auki exceeded Rs. 8.000 per annum. I t  was alleged that the 
rollectors a t  the Raja's chauki pralctised extortion which some- 
times led to  violence. Mr. Scott also questioned the proprietary 
right of the Raja in levying such a duty and requested Ram ~ingh 
to remove the chazlki. "Were both the sides of the river  ours," 
lie stated "you might there establish such a ghaut." Raja R B ~  
Singh in reply pleaded his inability to comply with the rehuest of 
Mr. Scott and begged him to waive the question. T h e  correspond- 
ence dragged on for sometime between the successors of Mr. Scott 
and the late Raja RAm Sinph and Rajendrn Singh hut nothing was 
settled. 

,As the matter continned till the time of Mr .  Jenkins, he, with 
n view to bringing "this long and fruitless correspondence" to 
close. referred the matter to the Supreme kuthoiities. H e  suggested 
thnt if tlir Crove~nment shorlld deride ngflinst the rights of the Raja. 

V .  C.  1894. May 16, No. 'YR. 
2% P. C .  IR3FT. A i ~ g ~ i q t  I .  No. 110. 



it dould address him directly in the matter. In case he Govern- 
ment upheld the right of the Raja to levy the tax, he recollllnended 
that steps should be taken to  fix R limitation to his denlands because 
be feared that "it was in the power of the Rajah to interdict the 
traffic by the Kallang river altogether." He even advised the 
SuprL.rne Government to purchase the rights of the Raja should 
they be admitted.24 From these it will appear that the sole concern 
of Mr. Jenkills and his predecessors was more to protcxt the inkrests J-, lW4 

of trade than to establish a right of ownership of which they them- 
selves were not very sure. Yet both Gait and Mackenzie allege* 
that the Raja of Jaintiii refused to  remove the chauki he h d  
established without authority. 

The Supreme Government did not pass any final opinion on this 
long standing matter because they held "if the chowkey in question 
has been established since our occupation of Assam and we have no 
chowkey of our own on that side of the river which belongs to  us. 
the Rajah may fairly be req~iested to  place the thing in their former 
footing h.v ;~bolishing thc chomkey" and called upon the agent to 
furnish them with further information on the j ~ o i n t . ~ ~  We do not 
know if any fresh demands nrere made upoil the Raja to remove the 
chnuki. 

A t  the time when this question was engaging the serious 
attention of Mr. Jenkins, the young Raja reminded the British 
Government of their promiseC* as embodied in the treaty of March 
1844 and demanded some territories in Assam. He recalled the 
service rendered by his late grand llnrle duiing the Burmese war and 

24 p. C. 1834, July 10. Nos. 914. " "During the unsettled conditions which prevailed for sometime after the 

Burmese i a r ,  the, Raja of Jaintia alcroached considerably on the southenl border 
of t b  Nowgong district and between 1830 and lR32 he was repeatedly called up011 
tu *move ad outpost which he had established without authority a t  Chapptu Mukh 
at the coduence of the Kopili and Doyang rivers. He evaded mm~lin11*." 
Gait's Histmy of Assam. 

Mackaizie "North-East fi-ontier of Bengnl." y .  91 8. 
26 p. c .  1834, July 10, No. 216. " * Separate article of the treaty concluded txt~veen Hoa'Me Co~nylu)?. alld 

h j a  Ram Singh of Jynteah. 
No. 9-Raja Ram Singh engaffes that to assist in the war commend ill 

Assun between the Hon9b]e Company's Troop and those of the king of he 

will march a f- attack the enelny to the east of Gownhntty uud t l ~ e  Ho1l'ble 

agrees. upon the conquest of Asam, to confer upon the Raja a pert or 
that territory proportionah to  the d e n t  of his mertions in the common 
(S- p. 1894, April !?A No. 8) .  
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Julie, 1894 "the aid contributed by the late Raja Ram Singh in quelliq 
the W s i  dist~rbanccs."'~ His d ~ m i u l d ~  wcre not attended to by 
the Agent who in view of the little assistance afforded to the British 
Government a t  the time of the Burmese war by the late Raja Rfm 
Singh begged H5jendra Singh to regard his predecessor's restoration 
itself as a sufirieiit rc\vitnl.'' Tliis lliorc 011 the part of the young 
Raja a t  this stage \vas i~iopport~~nc. and undiplomatic; it rather 
stifl'encd t hcb iittituclc of thc British Go\.t.rnmetit towarcls him, aild 
as u, result of this, the relations bctwcen Jaintii and the East India 
Compaliy further deteriorated. 

Riijendra Singh a t  last apprehentlccl four of the offenders so 
A U ~ . ,  1834 long cleit~ancled by the British Govenlment and delivered them over 

to the British authorities. In  21 letter addressed to the Political 
Department, Captain Jenkinr ndnii t tcd the s~~rreudcr  of the 
miscrealits." *- ;I fact, strange to say, has been totally overlooked 
by Gait who also holds the non-delivery of the criminals to be the 
sole cause of the annex:ttion of the property of "the young obdurate 
Rajah." 

It seenied now that the Raja had complied with the main 
demand of the Suzerain before long a peaceful settlement would 
fo!low. Six months passed and nothing happened. Then suddenly 
in March 183,5, the British Governnlent sprang a most unexpected 
:~nd  painful surprise on Riijcilc1l.a Singh when they informed him 
that the whole of his ancestral l~osscssions in the plains had been 
c onfiscat ed.20 

To R(5jendra Singh it was a bolt from the blue. The pounds 

for this summary act wer? the non-delivery of the offenders 
implicated in the atroiritics of Gobh.?, the occurrence of a similar 
cause of offence in the year 1821, and the participation of the king 
himself in those ghastly crimes. No warning had even been 

26 P. C. 1834, June 19, No ,  97. 
fl 7. C. 1834, July 10, No. 214. " P. C. 11836, September 26, No.  64. 
* To C. E. Trevelyanl. Deputy Secretary, Political Department, Fort William. 
"With reference to your kiter of the 14th ultimo I have the honour to 

ncquaint you that i~idividuals 'said to have be&] col~cerned in the sacsifim of our 
subjects in Ghoba, so long demanded by my predecessor from the Jynteah Raja 
have at  length been delivered up to me at this place." 

Sd./-  F. JENKINS 
POLITICAL AGENT'S OFFICE, Agent to the Governar-General, 

92nd Sept.. 1834, N. E. Frontier. 
2D P. C,  1836, August 1 ,  No. 110. 



odmjnjstcred. 011 the 15th March 1835, Captain Lister took formal 
yorsessioll uf Jitintiipor H I I ~  issued il 1~rc~la111atio11 anllOu~1~il)(: the 
lionexation of the Jaintiii purga~ui to  the British Dominion. The 
~qrndency of Gobllii met the same fate a few weeks later. Deprived 
of his valuable possessions in the plains, Rjjendra ga\Te up 
disgust his unren~unerative territory in the hills which also passed 
into thc hands of the British. Though no oppositio~l was given by 
the young Raja, the hill tribes of Jaintia did not submit to  the new 
regime so easily. They broke into open rebellio~l shortly afterwards, 
which was easily suppressed and very liberal terms were given to 
the insurgents by Captain Lister to  weaken their o p p o s i t i ~ n . ~ ~  The 
hillmen were interfered with as little a s  pos~ihle ;  110  rev^^^^^^ \\ 'as 

demanded from them and the  hill chiefs or  Dolob were left in the 
administration of pet ty cases. 

We think that  the annexation of Jaint i l  was a11 extreme 
measure" and fail to understand how in the face of n written 
acknonrlcdgn~ent testifying to the s~i r rer~der  of the criminals, thc. 
British Govel.nment Icould advance the non-surrender of the criminals 
as their sole plea for the annexation of the territor!,. Secondly it  
sounds rather grotesque to hold &jendra Singh I-espol~sible for an 
outrage coninlitted in 1821 while he was a mere ho~. .  

In a memorial addressed to Lord Auckland, R.iijcndra Si~rgll. 
the dethroned monarch of Jaintig. placed his case before Hi5 J u l J .  lsur, 

Lordship through his vakil, one Bosto~n Chandra Mitra of Calcuttiq. 
It ~ ~ a s  a fearless exposition of facts. After narrating how th(' 
exaction of a tribute eql~ivaleilt to nearly hnlf the cash revc*nl~e 
of his territory, which the local British nuthoritics rwntc.rnpl;)tc.(l 
levying on him, ~ ~ o u l d  have compelled him to dischargv all tllcl 

~.etaincrs of his fanlily, he stated boldly. "The outrage at Gohh? \\*;.IS 

~nerelg the ostensible of charge and that the real offence of 
your menlorialist was his silence as to the demaild of the trihlite."" 
He characterised "the demand of tribute in timc of profollnd pc8c.r. 
in lie11 of a n  eyisting obligation to  furnish temporan. :\id in mrn 
supdies uDon the of war on the neighbollring frontier 

whi1.h might not occllr for a century. neither 11sr1a1 nor cquitnhlc." 
He \!lent a s t e r~  further and asserted that "cvcn the direct rcfusd of 
such n demand zcarcelr he just prolind for forfritore" and 

'O kller from Court No. 17 of 1837. 
" The r.nnesation policy hns also h e n  discussed RWII the KCIICTAI  k ~ ) i ~ ~ ~  01 

\ i ~  of polilr?.al wisdom (Vide Src \'In) . 
" Vide Appendix "B". 
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pointed out that "in case of refusal the British Guvcnlment had a pu- 
fect right to  renounce the treaty and withdraw its protection." After 
recalling how his predecessor had gail~ed thc esteem and rtpprobation 
of the British authorities a t  the time of the Burmese war in return 
for the valuable services rendered by him, he respectfully subnlitted 
that "his reluctance to part with the privileges of his forefathers was 
not unnatural and ought not to be considered as a mark either of 
contumacy or of disaffection." He  begged to  offer a reasonable 
tribute and prayed for the restitutior~ of his ~nccstra l  dominion. Rut 
his prayer was rejected.31 

When the JaintG affairs reached the ears of the Board of 
Directors, every act of the local officers with regard to  J a i n t i ~  came 
under their severe condemnation. When the proposal of tribute was 
first referred to them, they felt ;I strong repugnance to the demand 
of the tribute and found "no propriety in imposing a condition on 
a successor which it was not deemed expedient t o  impose on the 
original party."" As regards the coercive steps which the Calcutta 
authorities had (contemplated to take against the Raja on his refusal 
to renew the treaty on new conditions they found nothing wrong 
in the conduct of the Raja and observed, "If the treaty has expired, 
the Rajah is in the same situation as if none had ever heen concluded 
and our right extends no further than to  discontinuing to  afford him 
the benefit of our protection unless he will consent to  give a pecuniary 
equivalent." And fearing that  any tribute which the Raja might 
bind himself to pay would be probably extorted from the ryots who 
were lightly taxed, they informed the Calcutta authorities that 
"they were not anxious that any such engagement should be 
concluded."33 These were just views of the authorities a t  home. 

I n  the meantime Jaintiii had been annexed. When the news of 
the final annexation of Jaintis reached home. the Directors were not 
ronvinced of the necessitv of such an extreme step. They could not 
look a t  the matter as fully justifiable. They wrote, :'it is not made 
out to our satisfaction that the Raiah either refused or decidedly 
evaded compliance with your requisition for the surrender of the 
cnulprits as to warrant his being subiected to  so severe penalty on 
that account alone." The Home authorities were previously given 
to understand that if the guilty parties were not delivered up withill 
two months. the district of Gohh3 nro~lld bc nttnched. So they 

31 P. c.  1836, August. Nos. 11b11 .1 .  " Letter from Court. No. 14 of 1834. 
a l t e r  from Court, No. 44 of 1896. 



doubted whether the Calcutta authorities had been justifled without ,,, further warning in sequestrating the whole of his districts in 
the plains ; in their opinion the warning given in 1891 to the 
hjaBs  predecessors could not be considered equivalent to one 
sddressed to himself 

They felt deeply for "this unfortunate chief" and asked the 
Bellgal Government to treat him with every safe and reasonable 
indulgence. The  confiscation of his property appeared to them "a 
very summary measure and one of a very doubtful propriety" and 
to prevent the recurrence of such an act they warned the Calcutta 
authorities "not to  have recourse to such extreme a measure without 
previous reference to  their a~ thor i ty . "~"  

The e x - ~ a j a  was given a pension and lie retired to the' British 
district of sy1het. I n  December 1836 he sent a petition to the 
Supreme , I ~ o v e r n m e n t  in Calcutta "praying to be allowed to 'visit 
Calcutta during the ensuing Bengalre month of' Magh for the purpose 
of bathing in the Hooghly (the Ganges) dn account of "Ordhoday 
bg9:and paying his devotion at '  the Shrine of Kali." His 

I 
was rejected.3a Again in the next year in the month of May he 
s~?brnitted another petition to the  overn nor-~eneral-in-council 
th;ou&~ his muktear Gorii Chand Mitrs, soliciting His Lordship's 
gracious permission for personallv\l presenting a memorial connected 
with the confiscation of his Raj and for performing ablution in the 
Ganges on a~ccount of ~ u s s e r a h  festival. This petition of his was 
also turned do& and he was told to submit his petition in filt~lrr 

through the Commip~ioner .~~  

' . :I4 Pol. Despatch from Secy. of State, ~ p r i l  14. No. 11 of 1896. 

" "'Mter from Court No. 18 of 1898. 5 1 

' ' P. C. 11896, Deaernber 19. Nos. 89-49. 
3i P. C. 1837. May 92.  Nos. 143-174, 



S E C T I O N  I11 

The accession of Purandar Singh to the throne of Celltral 
Assanl (as described in Chapter IV)  was not hnilecl with joy by 
certain section of the nobility. Tliough Chandra Kiinta's clailn tc\ 
the throne was set aside by the East India Company, he hnd greater 
influence with the people a t  large." Purandnr Singh, though more 
capable as a ruler, was rather unwebcome to the peoplc in general, 
because, from his long residence in Bengal, he had little common 
feelings with the Assamese. He  was more of a Bengalee than an 
Assamesc.' At once plans were set on foot to create difficulties in 
his way. Though Chandra Kanta did not take any direct part in 
fomenting disaffection towards the newly installed king, it cannot 
he denied that some of his followers created troubles for P~irandar 
Singh. They were inimical to  Purandar Singh from the first and 
created cliffi~culties in the collection of revenues and that  as one of 
the reasons \vhich mas primarily responsible for the diminution of 
the first year's revenues. The ryots of Central Assam entertained 
fond hopes t1i:lt with the accession of one of their princes as their 
S\vnrgadev, they would be exempted from paying the assessments 
they \Irere called upon to do during the Company's regime, but no 
such concessions \\.ere granted."nd they too became disaffected 
towards him. But they had no real grievance against him. 
Purandar Singh was not the man to give way so easily. Conscious 
of the ponTer that stood behind him, he took stern retaliatory 
measures against some of the trouble brcwers, though the measures 
adopted by him, it is reported, were not nlwnys j~st i f iable .~ 

He had also other difficulties to  face. The unsettled condition 
of the country-the legacy of the previous regime-caused him no 

* "The Raja i~ wid to he n man of 110 tnlent. hut his claims are gencrdl~ 
~cknowledgecl hy the Assalnese"- (From Tl'hite's Ftatement-S. P. 1849. fi1a.v 1, 
Nn. 44) .  (Post Sc-~ipt ) .  

P. P. 1838. hIny 16, No. 5.5. 

p. C .  1894. brine 19. No. 99. . 
"hid. 
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less anxiety. The llille years (1884-1835) of unsettled rule had left 
their indelible marks upon the country. As the Company coutem- 
,,jalt.d to halid over this tract to n prince of the old royal dynasty, 
110 serious u t t ~ m y t s  were made by the British officers to heal the 
wounds caused by the misrule and co~ifusion of the preceding 
~~~If-century. The interim administration set up by the British 
rather worsened the situation in many respects. The system 
adopted during these nine years was neither wholly British nor Ahom. 
It was an admixture of both and during this interim period the 
people neither got the blessings of the enlightened British administra- 
tion nor the concessions of the indigenous system. Society was in a 
disorganised state. 

Under the Ahom System of administration, as we have seen, the 
comniunities wete divided into separate bodies numbering from 
1000 to 5000 able bodied men deno~ninated as Khels under a Phukan 
or Bnrua as Kheldkr. The Khels were further sub-divided into gots 
of three or four p d ~ I i a  or freemcn and 0 1 1 ~  liiili of each got was 
bound to render personal service throughout the year to the Raja 
or to any officer of the state in lieu of the rice lands obtained from 
the state. The Niks also received a piece of land for garden and 
homestcad for which tl1ey paid poll taxes. If any piik cultivated 
any rice land in excess of the poorahs obtained free of rent from 
the state, he paid the state one rupee annually for each poorah so 
tilled. Originally the Khels were located in a given tract of the 
territory with definite boundaries and Kheldiirs residing a t  their 
Khels took personal interests in the welfare of their subjects. But 
later, the pGiks living in the Khels became scattered over the whole 
of Assam, necessitating the appointment of a host of subordinate 
officers to effect the collection. As a result of it, corruption became 
rife and a series of irregular exactions was extorted from the @h 
by these greedy ~ m l d s .  The Khelders no longer lived in the Khel- 
they passed their time as idle loungers about the court of the king. 
thus neglecting one of the sacred duties they were entrusted with 
and severing the salutary tie which connected the ripper pnrt of 
the community with the lower one. 

Under the British Government, some attempts were made to 
rectify those abuses and a partial settlement upon the land was 
made, but as the orcupation was an interim one, no exhaustive 
reforms were carried out. So the defects and abuses were allowed 
to remain as they were. Everywhere partial reforms were made. 
Judiciary was no less defective. Purandar Singh's task was made 

the more difficult and complicated, as we shall see presently, by 
the compexity of the British System of administration engrafted 
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upon a people wholly alien. So his reigll hcgi~n ill tllc lilidvt of 
chaos and confusion and it must be wid to his credit in all fairnea, 
that though he met with much irritation and disaffection, he wab 
bent upon providing good government for his subjects from thlI 
very start and issued a series of reguletio~ls for the beter 
administration of the tract under his care.' 

Most of' the reformatory measures were discussetl i l l  ope11 
Durbar. Yurandar Singh held consultatiolls with Mr. White, the 
Political Agent stationed a t  Bishwanatll, and suggestioiis t h ~  t 
were submitted by the Phukans and Baluas were duly considered. 
As the revenue system of the province cttllcd for speedy reform, it 
was tackled first of all. The original land systern based on personal 
service was found to be more congenial to the habits and cristoms 
of the children of the soil, so the partial settlement upon the land 
introduced during the Company's regime was given up ant1 the 
indigenous system was reverted to. At the suggestion of Mr. White, 
the King, however, agreed to effect son~c inlprove~ncnts in thc old 
revenue system on the basis of the European mode of administration." 

The territory was likewise divided into a number of Khels with 
regular and well defined boundaries. A list of pfiiks was drawn up 

RBIrenua and a regular allowance of 2 poorahs of land was made over to each 

mforms. and a settlement was made with the EheB&r for a period of four 
years in the first instance. Mr. White was a t  first in favour of 
settlement for a period of ten years, but he eventually gave way 
to  the Raja's wish because four years' settlement afforded oppoitu- 
nities for frequent revisions. In  addition to the service rendered by 
a, number of ,@iks, the Khelh-rs were allowed a small money 
commission. The Kheldef~s were stiictly enjoined to reside as 
before within their respective Kheb. T o  encourage cultivation, the 
Raja allowed the ryots to break off jungle lands and to hold the same 
rent-free for two years. To prevent oppression on the part of the 
Khekld~s, it was ordained that no remission was to be granted to 
Lhe Kheld4ir.v in the case of refugee ptiiks. This salutary check had 
the effect of compelling the Khddirs lo preserve their ryots. Tbe 
Kheldtirs were called upon to issue receipts against collections. It 
WAS further enacted that after a period of three years, no one who 
did not know how to  read or write would be placed in charge of 
1-evenues. and to encourage learning one school was established in 
each Khel. As many of the Khom nobility did not know the ludi- 
ments of reading or writing-the members of other cl~sses. who were 

4 P. C. lR94. June 19, No. 99. 

5 Ibid. 



found ljter~te, were allowed to hold charge of Kheb ,  To save the 
Xhemrr from the unjust exactions of the king, Mr. White i~r ia td  

no KheWrs were t o  be dismissed without a regular trial be4bre 
the ' * p ~ t m  l@antl.i" anti this provision was re~di ly  accepted by 
purandar Singh 

The British Governmeut established sonle judicial c-urts in 
Central Assam based on the European model but the people of the 
land p t  little service from then]. The  courts were cen t r a l i d  at  

the hence the people did not obtain speedy justice. Thelvdirid 
new system of deciding cases-even trifling oues--by written plead- br-,, 
ings and depositioiis scared away the litigants nine-tenths of whom 
could neither read nor write. They felt little confidence in the 
justice of the decisions. The complicnted system of Western justice 
with its huge parapheillalia was thrust upon a people too primitive 
to profit by it. Hence meacjures were taken to remedy these evils 
and to make justice within easy reach of all. Khelddrs were invested 
with magisterial authority to try petty criminal cases. Offences of 
a graver nature were reserved for trial before the magistrate's court 
nt the Sadar, the pre-cognition of the offences haviag been taken by 
the KheMdrs in the first instance. The Khelddrs were further given 
the power to try trifling c l ~ u  rild cases. They arere specially en joined 
to investigate cases of exaction against the subordinate revenue 
collectors as preferred by the ryots under them. 

Four district civil courts were established-one at  B i g ,  one at  
Rangpur, one a t  Charduiir and one a t  1,akhimpur with a power to 
try deu~tin? cases upto Rs. 100 and to hear appeals against the 
decisions of the Khelda'rs' Courts. I t  was enacted that no written 
~)leadillgs or depositions mere to be taken in cases fixed for hearing 
before the KheZdGrs and District Courts. To make the position and 
tenure of the judges secure, it was laid down that no district judges 
"ere to he dismissed without a regular trial. The court of the Bar 
Barua or the magistrate a t  the S d a r  was given the power of 
awarding a sentence of three years' imprisonment in criminal cases 
and of trying the olemini cases upto Rs. 500. Here the  leadi inn and 
depositions were to  be in writing. A S a h r  Court composed of' three 
judges to be presided over by the Raja was created to art  as the 
highest Colirt of Judicntnre. As corruption was rampant in the 
illdicial circle the members of ~vhich received no pay under the 
Sfl7aleadevs. P ~ ~ r a n d a r  Singh. at  the behest of the Politic~l Agent. 
llndertook to provide them nrith remuneration as custo~nary uodei. 

British. out of the Pees and fines renlisrd f ~ n m  thr  litigants. 
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Strictly speaking the members of the Ahom judiciary were not 
honorary dignitaries because thcy received the service of pi&-8 in lieu 
of money for the works ~.endered. To  niaintain the efficiency of the 
lower court, it was further ct~ncted that orie member frorn each of the 
Sadar Courts was to proceed to the mofussil areas in rotation t,-, 
review the working of the district a~lcl Khe1d:irs' Courts. From all 
accounts it seems clear that the jutlicirtl arrangements as provided 
by the new Raja left nothirig to be de~irecl .~ 

The reforming zeal of the new Rajr~ did riot stop 11ere. With 
a view to  encouraging commerce, the revival of which the decadent 
state badly needed, he ordercd the abolition of the custo~ils house 
on the Brahnlaputra which facilitated free flow of goods. Hence- 
forth no boats laden with merchandise plying in the Brahmaputra 
were subjected to  any duty. T o  stimulate industry, he called upon 
the Kheldiirs to  receive produce from the ryots in paynient of revenue 
a t  a fair valuation. Mr.  White also made an attempt to modify the 
system of private slavery prevailing in Upper Assam but as public 
opinion was decidedly against it, he gave up the attempt. A perusal 
of the above regulations which Purandar Singh promulgated for the 
better administration of the land entrusted to his care will convince 
any impartial observer that these were ingeniously planned and 
were best suited to  the habits and temperament of the people. 
These were forwarded for formal approval t o  the Agent and the 
king settled down to  administer the land in accordance with the 
above regulations. He  began well and the opposition of the 
disaffected nobility began to  fall off g r a d ~ a l l y . ~  

From the very beginning the financial arrangement he had 
entered into with the Paramount Power was a heavy burden. He 
no doubt paid the first year's tribute regularly but the revenue 
return a t  the end of the first financial year (1833-34) fell much 
below the mark and caused alarm. Even Mr. White, who had 
anticipated only a reduction of Rs. 20,000/- owing to the transfer of 
Headquarters of the British Regiment from J o r h , ~ t  to  Bishtvani~th. 
was perturbed. The revenue realised showed a return of Rs. 60,000/- 
as against the collection of one lac under the Company's adininistra- 
tion. The financial state of Upper Assam appeared very  gloom^ 
indeed. What mattered most was the apprehension about the future 
realisation of revenues. Owing to  the inexperience of the new Raja. 
who was ignorant of the Riitish system of administration followed 

7 a i d .  
-. 

8 Tbid. 
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dwing tlle first year of his rule, and specially owing to  the 
dogged pfl"iptence of the followers of Chandra m n t a  who had 

tile collectior~ of revenues by launching the "No Rent 
campaignw against him, the first year brought a poor return to the 
rnyal excliequer. But these were after all temporary set-bncks a d  
,night have been easily ignored, because i t  was expected that the 
,gacious and benevolent admillistration established by Purandar 
Singll would eventually remove the difficulties created by the 
,lisgruntled nobles. But there remained one inherent defect which 
threatened to prove an insurmountable obstacle t o  the future 
realisation of the revelllie and which was clearly foreseen by 
)Ir. White even a t  that  stage. Tha t  was the peculiar relation in 
\rlhich Purandar Singh's dominion stood to that of his neighbour, 
tile Bar SenHpati in whose territory there was no direct money 
tilxation. 

There were little differences in inaiiners and religion between 
the people of these two dominions. So there was a constant 
temptation held out to the subjects of Purandar Singh to  emigrate 
into the territory of the Bar Seniipati. The Company's possession 
(Western Assam) to the western side of his dominioils offered a no 
less tempting show to  his ryots where although the assessment was 
]lot light, the redress against over-exation was readily obtainable. So 
Purandar Singh was placed in very peculiar and difficult circum- 
stances. The very existence of his territory was at  stake. Mr. White 
fillly realised the gravity of the situation and as a ren1ed.y against 
this, he s~~ggested that  all subjects of Purandar Singh who would 
take refuge in the Bar Sengpati's dominions should be subjected to 
the same or a slightly lower rate of taxation than what had prevailed 
in P111~andar Singh's dominions. He fi~rther ~.ecornmendecl that a 
native officer, on behalf of the British Government, should be 
stationed a t  the Capital of the Bar SenRpati to collect taxes from 
thme rqiks. The Rar SenBpati. Mr. White conceived, \~ould have 
110 ~eason to  complain about this arrangement because under the 
Assamest. Goveinment he was regarded as a vassal and was said to 
Ila\re paid a tribute of Rs. 19,000/- pw annum. Mr. White planned 
to Day a visit to  the Bar Sengpati's territory next cold weather to  
m a l ~  8 final settlement with him. provided his plan mas approved 
h!' the F l ~ ~ r c m e  Government? 

711 due course the regulations jvhich had been framed for the 
hptter administration of the Raja's territor" received the approval of 
the A m t .  "The proposed arrangement appeared to  him to be well 
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calculated to  restore to  the people confidence"; but the financiul 
condition of the new born state as unfolded by the revenue retun 
so alarmed him that  he remarked, "We I I ~ H Y  be either oblilged to 
interfere actively in the mrtnageme~lt of the country or crollsellt to 
give up a portion of our present tribute." Both these courses 
appeared to  hinl to I)c. ~ulpleasant and to prevent being driven t o  

either alternative he exhorted Mr. White to  insist on the king's 
strict obseilrarlce of his ow11 regulations, which he thought, would 
place the finance of the Itaja's country on an improved footing. 

The Agent realised the peculiar position of the king's country 
in relation to  that  of the Bar Seniipati and strongly recommended 
the proposal of Mr. White to the Supreme Govcrnn~elit. It may 
he mentioned in this conllection that  independent of this move 
on the part of Mr. White, the Agent had proposed earlier to levy 
n proportionate tribute froin the Bar Senlpati's doininion.1° The 
Supreme Governmelit did not accept his proposal. Had his proposal 
been accepted by the higher authorities, i t  would have put an end 
to one of the causes which were primarily responsible for the exodus 
from Purandar Singh's dominion. The proposal of Mr. White 
received no better hearing. The Supreme authorities summarily 

Julie lH34. turned down this sound proposition of Mr. White.ll But until 
March 1834 no emigration on a large scale had taken place and the 
Government of Purandar Singh had not yet felt the full impact of 
the financial strain caused by the exodus. 

In the meantime Purandar Singh addressed a direct memorial 
to  the Supreme ~Gbvernment and drew their attention to the 

No\-, 1893. 
depopulated and luiiious state of the villages of Upper Assam and 
begged the Company to  bestow on him the remaining portion of 
Assam so that he would be better able t o  discharge his obligation 
towards the Paramount Power. H e  appointed one Riidhii Nlth 
Chatterjee, his mukhtear to  be stationed a t  Calcutta for the purpose 
of making representation on his behalf and requested the Supreme 
Government to  approve the said appoin tment . lq11t  as the 
application did not come through the regular channel. permission 
was not pranted.13 Towards the middle of 1834. Purandar S ind  

nus. 1634. renewed his application for the appointment of n rnl1khte:lr which 
was however. granted by the Calcllt tn authorities.14 

10 Ibid . 
P. C. 1834, June 19, No. 110. 

I". C. 1834, AugusZl 91, Nos. 06-87. 
P. C. 1894 Augustl El, No. 88. 

l4 P. C. 1894. August 91. Noe. 88-80. 



During thia period Purcrndw Si~lgk also was exyerie11ci.u~ g r a t  
! ,jfic"lty in securing an adequate supply of co iu  for the payment of 

hie tribute. In  it country where state officials were paid not in cash 
but in kind in terms of piiiks and where most of the ryots paid their 
rent in kind, there was always a scarcity of coins. The difficulty 

acc.erltuatecl during the reigri of Purandar Singh, who was to pay 

, tribute to the Paraniount Power strictly in cash under the treaty 
condition, Commerce was not yet fully developed so as to attract 
coins from the trading countries. To add to his difficulties, many 
d the coins that were in circulation were spurious ones. The coins 
were debased to such an extent that the native troops employed 
in that quarter refused to accept them even a t  a discount. I t  may 
be mentioned in this cotlnection that two kinds of coiris "Rajmuharee 
rupees" and "Narayani rupees"] were in circulation ill Assan1 a t  that 
time." As there was no mint either in Western Assam or in Central 
Assam for the coinage of these rupees and as there was a growing 
demand for coins, coinage by private agencies, which prevailed in 
Assam and the adjacent territories to wry  considerable extent, led 
to gross abuses. The practice became so scandalous that as early 
as 1833, the Supreme Government thought it necessary to prohibit 
it and Mr. White recommended the establishment of a mint in the No\. 1 ~ s .  
clominion of Purandar Singh. But the Supreme Government did 
not accept the proposal of Mr. White and ordered that the new 
"hrruckabad rupees" should be put into circulation in that 
quarter.15 This measure did not however ease the situation for 
Purandar Singh. So he solicited the permission of the Supreme 
Government to coin rupees to meet the growing demand. 

Purandar Singh also clearly understood that the possession of 
one-half of Assam would not give him any financial stability. so Aug. 1894. 

he again begged the Supreme Government to bestow on him the 
Western half of Assam. Western Assam under the Company's OCCU- 

pation yielded a revenue of 3 lacs of rupees and the entire amount 
spent in meeting the allowances of European and Native officers 

and of the troops cantoned there. The British Government had to 

dmur money from the Central excheqaer to corer other sundv 

The lbldowing \I,HA the rate of e~chfll~ge fixed by the ~ c t . o ~ r ~ l t n l ~ t - ~ ~ l ~ l  
Benga11 :- 

'1267-8 Narmi rupees per 100 Cdcutta skca and 
109-111-1 Rajah M o k  rupees per 100 Cdcuttn sicca. 
(Letter to Court No. 14 Slst December 1889) . 

* This coin wm isued by Rajr Nmmereyan of Coocl~ Bel~nr in lbSO, 

l6 P. C. 1883. November 48. Nos. 97A-978. 
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expenses. Purarldur Singh brought all this to the notice of the 
authorities and prayed that  the western halt' be handed over to him 
for a tribute of one lac of Narayanee rupees. The yrul~osed arrange. 
ment appeared to him also beneficit11 to  the interest of the British 
Governnlent because under this arrangenleilt, tllc East Indi;c 
Co~npany would be divested of a liability which would become all 
asset under native nlzlnagernent where the expenses of the adminis- 
tration would be much less. 

Purandar Singh also brought to tlle notice of the Par;i~llount 
Power another important question which dc~nnrlded immediate sol,,- 
tion. The boundaries of Central Assam, ils earmarked by Mr. Scott 
and proposed to be handed over t o  him, were reported to hn\re 
suffered a mutilation when i t  was actually made over to him. 
Further mutilation was proposed by local officers which threatened 
hi111 with a loss in tlie neighbourhood of five thousand rupees. This 
was really a s e r io~~s  matter to  a struggling state whose margin of 
surplus was rapidly dwindling. He  prayed thn t the boundary fixed 
by the Supreme authority should bc continued as he believed that 
"the orders of the Supreme Government were ncver coun termandecl 
and altered."l0 Had the prayer of Purandar Siilgh been heard, a 
great disaster might have been avoided. But from the available 
records we find that  the Calcutta authorities, to  whom these solici- 
tations were addressed, did not pay any attention to them. Only 
the request of Purandar Singh regarding the appointment of a 
mukhtear a t  the Presidency, merely a formal one, was complied with. 

I n  spi'te of these handicaps, Purandar Singh began well as we 
act. 1 8 ~ 6 .  have observed earlier. The first two years of his reign passed off 

smoothly. The internal tranquility of the land was not disturbed 
except by a commotion excited by a fanatical priest of the MoBrn%ria 
Sect, who in 1834, attempted to head a rising. The disturbances 
were subdued without any bloodshed and the originator of the 
trouble retired to  the Bar Senspati's dominion.17 Tribute was 
regularly paid, justice was done and the country enjoyed peace and 
traquillity. The disaffection which had manifested itself during the 
early part of his reign was gradually dying away. But from the 
third year of his reign ominuous signs began to  appear on the 
political horizon of Central Assam and threatened the very existence 
of this newly founded state. Two years had not elapsed since the 
note of warning was sounded by the Agent and the worst appre- 
hensions of Captain White began to  take shape. 

la P. C .  1834, August( 521, No. 88. 
17 Foreign Dept. 1838, April 118. Nos. 66. 
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From the 11iddle of 1836, a great number of subjects of 
purandar SingIl, lllostly f)o?nes and tile &lu?ryees (the artlmns in 
bns6) begau to emigrate to the adjoining ilntish territory where 
they found hvourable terms of settlement. Whea during the time 

Mr, Scott, the British Government lllade the first settlement in 
Assam comprising both the Western and Eastern halves, the 
Jiurryees were taxed a t  Hs. 51- per head nlld the Domes at the 
rate of Rs. 31- per head. The same rate of settlement prevailed in 
Central Assam under Purandar Singh. But in the British Province, 
a new settlement was made towards the beginning of 1836 in 
Nowgong and Darrang districts ad joining the Raja's territory 
according to the terms of which the Murryees and the Dolnes were 
exempted from taxation unless they held land. This tempting show 
induced many of their kinsmen to  leave the Raja's territory and 
emigrate into the adjoining Company's dominion in large numbers. 

The eastern side of Purandar Singh's kingdom was no less 
vulnerable. From the easterly direction another stream was flo\ring 
into the Miitak country where the Bar S e ~ p a t i  practically levied 
110 taxes upon the ryots living in the districts adjoining the Raja's 
territory." The people of Assanl were :tddicted to opium and many 
left the Raja's territory and went over to the Bar Seniipati's 
dominion where opium was readily available. The Rl6tak chief also 
held out other inducements to  the Raja's ryots. The Bar Seniipati's 
dominions thus became a paradise for lotus-eaters. The imigration 
was furthey accelerated by the outbreak of a severe famine and the 
people fled in all directions. I n  the wake of the famine came 
cholera which took a heavy toll of lives. All these factors. needless 
to say, greatly retarded the collection of the revenue and accentuated 
the financial difficulty of Purandar Singh. Out of the sum of 
Rs. 50,000/- to  be paid by way of tribute for the year 18!35-1836 
only two-thirds \rlere paid leaving a balance of Rs. 17,000/- still 
unpaid. 

Purandar Singh lost no time in bringing these facts to the notice 
of the Political Agent and as his treaty gave him no right to nsk 
for the surrender of the runaway he requested Mr. Whitc to  
move the higher either for a suitable remission in his 
tribute or for the collection of revenues from the fugiti1.e~ through 
the agency of the Collectors of Nowgong and Darrang where his 
men had mostly settled. Mr. White, who made a pn'ma f a i e  
enquiry into the matter found the circumstnncrs "to be strictly 

* They were \.erg lightly tnxed. 
92 



correct." 'l'hough he did not recommend that the officers stationed 
in the Company's territories should collect revenues from the run- 
away ,nidks as desired by the Raja, he a t  the same time felt that 
such a huge amount of tribute (Rs. ,50,000/-) as was realizable 
the king could scarcely be expected fiwm Upper Asstlnl under the 
circumstances and forwarded the matter t o  the Agent.lU 

OcLober, The Agenl, who had apprehended some such unhappy state of 
I M6. things a t  the very beginning of the newr regilne, when informed of 

the peculiar position of Purandar Singh, took quite unexpectedly a 

very stern and unsympathetic view of the situation. He justified 
the abolitior~ of taxes on the Murlyees and Domes in the British 
districts as taxes on landless people were extrcnlely oppressive and 
considered the prayer of the Rclja regarding the assessment of the 
revenue on the deserters totally inadmissible. 111 his opinion the 
clesertio~i was C'RUSC~,  not by the higher taxes prevailing in the Raja's 
country, but by the great exaction and extortion practised by the 
Raja's iimliis. And in support of his contention he quoted in extemo 
from Major White's diary where i t  was stated that  "Murryees have 
emigrated froni the Raja's country in consequence of exaction of 
revenue on the part of his revenue officers" (14th October, 1836). 
H e  further held that the Raja would have beer1 able to pay the 
tribute stipulated in the engagement had his Government not proved 
unpop~~lar  arid oppressive. So he ~ r a s  no1 prepared to recommend 
any remissior~ in his t1ihute.lg 

We do not kno\v the sor~l~c~cs o f  his latter info~.n~ation. He had 
as yet not visited Purandar Singh's dominion. Perhaps it emanated 
from his own imagination. We find from the report of his prede- 
cessor. Mr. Robertson (who had reviewed the first year of the Raja's 
rule) that "the Rajah had proved to  the bulk of the people a mild 
and beneficent master and this was confirmed by the fact that no 
emigration had taken place into our territory or into those of the 
Burr% Senspati or other independent chiefs."2"owever, the Agent 
instructed the political agent of Upper Assam to visit the Raja's 
dominion "to make a particular enquiry into the state of the Rajah's 

S4 J \.em kr, 
1898. country" and to find out whether the desertion was to  he attributed 

to the Raja's own mismanagement or whether there were juet 
grounds for allowing him a remission of his present t r i b ~ t e . ~ '  Th 

I *  Pa C. 1H36. hTo1~111lwr 14. No. 99. 
1 "lid. 
"(' P. C. 1834, March 9-5. No. $8. 

P. C. lW6. November 14, No. 8%. 
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weme authorities C O U C U ~ ~ ~  in the winion e x p r w d  by tho Agent 
refrained from taking Y ~ ~ P S  until they had heard the result 

$ this particular enquiry of Mim. White. 
According to the instructions of the Suyrerrle Governrneu t, 

&. White arrived at Jorht,  the capital of Purandur Singh, on hib 
way to Sadi* alld stayed tllere for a ~ ~ u ~ n L e r  of days. He 
-de rt thorough enquiry hto  the Police, Judici~l  and Hevenue 
administrat ion. 

While inspecting the working of the Fuujukiri Caul-ts, he 
ddected certain drawbacks arid heard tl ~lunl l~er  of' con~plaints. But 
these drawbacks, according to  him, were of ordinary nature. The 
ruegations he henrcl were chiefly directetl against thc- sr~bortlinate 
iimks-the Diirogis who, under the influence of t)ril>e5, were in the 
habit of protecting robbers and concealing thdis.  Mr. Wliite did 
not take a se~ious view of those malpractices because lie found t l u t  
the Raja had been debarred from granting fixed nloney salaries t o  his 
dm& owing to the financial embarriissments created by the most 
[ulsrrtisfuctory ~tipulations of  the treaty-he tieel). itdlnitted that he 
could not but connive tit their gaining a livelihood by these irregular 
means. Under the circumstances, lie was not surprised at the 
absence of a high moral tone which a nitlgisteri~l officer unfettered 
by such necessities would naturalljr assume. According to  the terms 
laid down in thc. regulations framed by the Raja three years before 
under his superintendence, cognisa~lce of petty cases should have 
devolved upon the heads of the villages. but Mr. White was 
astonished to find the vexatious intellerence of the police even in 
these petty cases. All these irregularities he brought to the notice 
of Purandar Singh who promised to look illto the ~natter.  In other 
respects he  found the police "tolerably efficient". Punish~iients 
inflicted by the Raja were of a very niild character, unlike those 
practised by his ancestors. He was happy to find that as a result 
of British influence. the il~habitants d Upper Assan1 had been 
relieved of the barbarous mutilations. cruel imp~lenierit and other 
outrages against humallity which they were subjected to under their 
ancient rulers. I t  appeared to Mr. White that the Faujdiri 
administration was not so pure or efficient as it had heen under 
British rule, but it had not fallen much short of it d e l i  
a~~owances were inade for the pecuniary difficulties of the king. 0 1 1  

the whole, the Governmcllt appeared to hini to he mild. 
~ l n s t a i ~ i ~ d  by anv of the violent mrelties and excesses which 
ch~racterised the ancient regime.'" 

22 P. C. leery, huuwy #). No. Be, 
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As regards the Dez~xini tidministratiol~, he heard the mme 
conlplaint of bribcry against the i~111lEls and of irregular 
interference on the' part of the royal fanlily. Even there were 
allegatiolls against I'urandar Singh hiinself. I11 Assan1 it was always 
customary for the suitors to propitiate the judges by presents," 
these were moves more in the 11ature of presents than in the nature 
of bribes offered to influence decisions, these did not preclude the 
judges from giving just decisions. Mr. White was not ignorant of 
this peculiar state of things prevailing in Assam. On the whole he 
found that the Raja's dewrini decisions had giver1 inore satisfactiolr 
to  the ryots than those of his European prerlecessors,** 
according to him, "with the best intentions were more likely to 
commit errors in delicate questions regarding successiol~ to 
inheritances, violation of caste and marriage contracts from their 
comparative ignorance of the language and c~lstoms o'f the country". 
With regard to this point Mr. White laid particular stress on the 
fact that "as an act of the justice t o  the Rajah, his coriduct should 
not be measured by an nbstri~ct standard of justice drawn from a 
people further advanced by three or four centuries in the scale of 
civilisation, but that  it should be judged with reference to the 
manners and customs of his c ~ u n t r y m e n " . ~ ~  

As regards the working of the Revenue Department he found 
that the ti?nlcfs, in order to realize the maximum amount of revenue 
from a khel, had made many false entries, let off the rich who could 
pay, and saddled the loss upon the poor in many cases. He admitted 
that  the same abuses had prevailed under British administration 
to as great an extent and held that there \&?as little chance OF their 
being entirely rectified unless a European officer was employed in 
the survey work. He  had come across few cases of complaints of 
direct exaction and extortion. Me found the Raja's subiects 
assessed a t  the same rate as settled by the British authorities, 
namely a capitation tax of Rs. 3/- per head for which 2 acres of land 
were given. But he heard some cases of complaint regarding the 
actual allotment of land. Lands were under-measured when the 
actual assignment took place. Secondly, he found that  fresh lands 
brought under cultivation were subjected to immediate taxation as 
against the express condition laid down in the Regulations which 

* Suitors UI EngJand in the 16th and 17th Ckturies often used to give 
presents to judges. 

"* Re :-Revenue and Judicial Administration of Assam (11836-1893) under 
the British, w Epilogue. It was a period of maludministr~tion. 

28 Ibid. 



P'Q " i d d  for an mernptio~l during the firbt two y a r s .  bere 
he did not 'Tail to  bring to the ~lotice of the Haja who p r o m i d  

to rectify them. 
With a view to acquiring a correct uotiou of the state mdeq 

the Raja's administration, he toured the territory around and pamed 
through forty to fifty miles of the Raja's dominion. He wab; struck 
with the excellent state of cultivation. He f o u d  that in the 
ndghbourho~d of the capital the cultivation had decidedly increased 
since the province had been transferred to the Raja. In the outlying 
districts df Jangi and Rangpur, he found the cultivation fully equal to 
that of the fertile districts of Nowgong or Tezpur in British Assam. 
The cultivation in the distant Bisii and Lakhimpur gave him qua1  
satidaction. I t  must be remembered that these impro\.ernents the 
Haja effected under most difficult conditiolls because these parts of 
his territory were more affected by civil coininotion and natural 
calamities and the king had not sufficient force a t  his conlmand to 
give his ryots due protection. The ryots in the Company's dominion 
were better protected. But the ryots of Yurandar Singh, though 
deprived of the stimulus to cultivation, did their husbandry equally 
afell and this reflected much credit upon the king who received 
unstinted praise from M i .  White. I n  the districts of Jangi and 
Rangpur Mr. White found the village settlement based on land (as 
against the piiik system) as recommended by him. But the capita- 
tion tax (which the Raja was decidedly in favour of retaining) was 
still maintained. The king rightly contended that if the "R ik  
System" was abolished, it would be impossible for hill1 to nlaintain 
his rank and establishments since a pkik cost him Rs. 9/- per mnum 
as against the sum olf Rs. ae/-  being the ordinary wages of a senrant 
for a year. But  the Raja, according to White, was not altogether 
averse to its abolition provided a suitable remissioll was made fro111 
his tribute.24 

Coming to the question of emigration which had caused all this 
commotion, Mr. White found that this was due to the reasons 
already pointed out by him and he saw no reason to differ from his 
original comlusion. 

Lastly he looked into the financial condition of the State. With 

a view to arriving a t  a correct understanding, he inade a full survey 
of the finances from the very beginning. I t  was a sound and true 
analysis of the situation. He  found that under the British Govern- 
ment the maxilllum amount that was realised stood ~t about one 
lakh of rupees and not 1 lakh and 1% thousand, as s t a t 4  the 



Agent, a d  that too was OU~)' for Wtt year. ''he average rt.alisatiW 
wss about 90,000 rupees per annunl. Under the h j i i ' s  
the highest aniount realised was Ha. 75,000. Out of this amount, 
the Raja had to remit the  su~l l  of Ra. 50,000/- by way of tribute to 
the Paramount Power, leaving n snltlll balance df Hs. 25,000/- fort 

the support of his family t~nd  for the mai1ltt:nance of Establishnlents 
of his realm. This suln appeared to Mr. White "to be quitt 
inredquate." He found the tribute fixed itt it lrlirch higher anlount 
as compared with the gross revenue than that of any other Raja 
dependent up011 the Company. He quoted from Sutherland's book* 
to show that the Native Chiefs ill Rnjputann paid six anr~as in the 
rupee or about 3670 of their gross jurt~mlrih by w y  of tribute, wheretto 
Purandar Singh had to pny 6670 of his giwss revenue as tribute- 
the highest ever paid by any v~tsstll state in India. Mr. White 
found that even his neighbour. the Raja 04 Couch Behar had 
been paying only Rs. 19,000 as  tribute with a irluch larger 
revenue. 

As according to Mr. White the real motive behind the 
"restoration" was to  provide employment for the disgruntl~d 
nobles of the Ahom State, who would othelwise have been a burden 
upon the resources of the British Government, he could not realize 
why so much amount had been fixed by way of tribute. He himself 
was in favour of demanding Rs. 40,000 as a tribute as against the 
gross collection of one lakh. He, in the course of investigation, 
Yound out that the tribute For nearly three years had been h aid and 
the king was in arrears to the extent of six months' tribute only. 
Under these circumstances he was satisfied that the Raja had exerted 
himself to  fulfil his pecuniary obligation to the utmost. Any other 
impartial observer would have come to the same conclusion. Mr. 
White regretted that Purandar Singh's Government had not bee11 
given a fair trial anti he was of opinion "that it had worked well as 
could have been expected". 

From all accounts it seems clear that the financial condition of 
Central Assam was very gloomy indeed and the Raja was not 
responsible for it. It seemed to Mr. White that if Purandar Singh 
was to continue as a king, something should be done to give him a 

respite and he made some recommendations to make a way out of 
the impasse. He recommended for the redu[ction of the tribute and 
fixed it a t  Rs. 35,000/- to be made payable from the 1s t  of May. 

* Sutherlruld's "Sketches of the relation bet.weell the British G o v w l ~ m ~ ~ ~ t  
in India and the difTesent N~t ive  States". 



cmd he prefixed this boon by certain conditions. There w w  
thlt the Raja should be asked to give fixed salaries to his tin&, 
thst he should abolish all sayer duties and introduce a land set* 
merit in his kingdom after the manner d the Company.'3The recom- 
l n e n d a t i ~ ~ ~ ~  were timely and judicious indeed and, if they had be* 
given effect to, a struggling state would have given a fair trial t6 

' cstnblish itself. 
Purandar Singh ill the meantime renewed his exertions a d  sent 

a petition through Mr. White to the Supreme Government explain- 
ing the causes of the irregular payment and nccun~ulation of armrB. 
Ile frankly stated that it was impossible for him to yay the tribute 
regularly and to keep up the civil and military establishments, unless 
the district of Nauduar, originally meant for him, was tranderd 
to him and unless the piiiks who had emigrated into the Bsr 
Senipati's domillion were either taxed or repatriated to his territory. 
And he finally prayed that like his brother princes, he should be abo 
allowed a respectable maintenance-sufficient to enable him t6 
perform all his duties, civil as well as religious. Mr. White, wide 
endorsing the above petition, held that the Raja's claim with regad 
to Nauduars was quite correct, as he had been personally i n f o r d  

W. Robertson that this district, which had originally been 
i~lcluded in Central Assam to be handed over to the king, was 
wentually retained by the British Government to pmcure a 
scientific boundary for British A s ~ a r n . ~ ~  

The Agent, as before. adopted a very unconlp~vrnisi~q attitude 
eve11 in the face of these hard facts pointed out by Mr. White. 
While forwarding the reconln~endations of Mr. White to the 4 u p m  
Government, he stated that as his information about emigration 
fmm Upper Assam and the internal administration of the countw 
1 ) ~  the Raja had not tallied exactly with the report and find* 
submitted by Mr. White, he was unable to make any recommmb- 
tions regarding the reduction in the tribute proposed by the latter. 
He held that the experiment had p r o d  that both the nobility 
People in general wol~ld be better satisfied with the J3u-m 
nuagernent of the country. In his opinion, the Raja seemed to 
stand in the light df a manager appointed on certain t e ~ m s  and M 

such he shorll'd be called upon to relinquish his post in the first 
instance on a suitable pension, as he had failed to fulfil those turns. 
Mr. Jenkins was not prepared to give him even the honour d a 
Zamindir. To hinl “Shirr Sh1.r~ M~hnrajnh Pmmnder sinah 

2 V b i d .  28 I b i i .  
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Narindra" was nothing but a manager of an estate. That was the 
irony of fate reserved for the last independent Swargade" o(f the 
Ahom dynasty. 

But Mr. Jellkills was not a11 harshness. He was magnanimous 
enough to propose a peusiou to  the extent of all the surp)us stated 
to have been received by him viz. the sun1 of Hs. 25,000/- per annuln 
though Purandar Singh, according to him, was the richest lnan in 
the whole of Assam. This arrangerrlent seemed to him to he of 
the highest advantage to  the British Government as well as 
to  the people of Assam. I n  reply the Supreme Government 
directed him to  take an early opportunity of proceeding to 
Upper Assam with a view to satisfying hinlself personally 
on the state of a f f~ i r s  obtaining there. The Calcutta authorities 
held that if the Agent was satisfied that the tribute pressed 
too heavily on the Raja, they would have no objection to 
the reduction of the tribute for a period elf t\vo or three years by 
way of experiment in the first instance. IF on the other hand, the 
Agent found that there were inherent defects in the Raja's 
administration not liable to  be removed by any reduction in the 
amount of the tribute, they proposed to  grant him either a reduction 
on his surrendering to the British Government a portion of his 
territory equivalent to  the reduction or a pension equal to  that of 
his net revenues or1 his relinquishing the reins of admir~istration.~~ 

Aclcording to the instructions of the Supreme Government Mr. 

March, Jenkins paid a visit to Upper Assam in the early prt of 1838. To 
I 898. acquire a first hand knowledge of the conditions prevailing in the 

Raja's dominion, Mr. Jenkins travelled by land from ~ i s h w a ~ t h  
to  the Subansiri river along the northern bank of the Brahmaputra 
and then crossed to  the south bank df the river through Majoli 
island. I n  this way he arrived a t  Jaipur via Rangpur, Gbergaon 
and Burhat. From Jaipur he sailed down the Buridihing river and 
a t  last reached Jorhiit, capital of 'IJpper Assnm. On his way to 
Jorhiit he received a number of petitions from the ryots of the king. 
He found the countlyside as  fertile as that of Lower Assam and 
saw traces of the h rmer  prosperity of the villages once densely 
populated but now almost deserted. He noticed a great falling-off 
in the population of the country whilch did not contain more than 
2,50,000 people a t  the time of his visit." H e  found the brass workers! 
fishermen. goldwashers. weavers and potters emigrating into the 

27 P. C .  1837, Janus+y 23, No. 60. 
* The number mas much higher at the time of the tran*fe18. 
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iidjuil,jllg lat~ila \vlrcre their lullow brctllrcu were i r ~ d  ironl all 
tdr;rtiolls, c x c c ~ ~ t  for  tilt: lalldb thc.3: uct~~tllly held. In t l ~ r  pili-1 
[he  coulltrg, cast ot' the Subansiri river, depopulatioll was lllost 
;,jurnlillg and a c c o r d i ~ ~ g  t o  Rlr. Jenkins this was occaaiolred bv the 
,ypnvise transit duties, i l~cursio~i  of the wild hill tribes alld by tile 
rxilctions of forced labour. Ht. held that  the i~c.ffic.iellc.~ of 

t l l c ~  H.aj;i's civil and crilninnl courts, the ~niilversiltionu of 11;s 
yrillcipal officers, the  1101~-remission of taxes in the case of runaway 
piiks, alicl the want of taxation i11 the Bar Seniiplti's dolnillioti were 
110 less rcs1)onsible for tllis unhappy state of affnirh." A I I  thc~,~. 
com~~lai~its. hc blbought to  the  notice of the R:lji~ in cl11c3 t ii~ic*. 

Many of these charges were 'found to  I>e c.saggc.r.;~ tv t l .  Wit11 
regarti to t l ~ c  nori-l.cnlishiotr oi' tilscs i t t  (,;Iw ol  ISrln;t\t n j .  l);ik\, ~ l r t .  

Raja corltcntlcti that  the pressure of the tribute demaiitlctl 11)' tht. 
British Governmcni \voul<l not admit of his allowillg any sucl~  
remission ho\\revcr much hc might desire to do so. As reg,lrds the 
hcaviness of the transit duties, it was fourlcl on ilispectioll that  thc.<c. 
were ~iominnlly t l ~ c  same as  they were during thc British admir~istra- 
tion. The people complained tff these esnctiolis bec:luse 1,y 
contrasting their o\vn lot with that  of their bretllren i11 Lo\ryer Ass3111 
alicre these had been abolished, they found then1 a11 the more 
intolerable. However, the  Raja acknowledged the v ~ ~ i l t i o ~ ~ s  
character of these duties and expressed his readiness to  abolisl~ then1 
altogether provided a suitable remission was allo\ved in his tribute. 

Mr. Jcnkins Found the  ryots belonging to the northern l):ilik of 
the river co~nplaining bitterly of the  inatlcqi~atcy of t 11c milit:lr>. 
protectioil afforded t o  them. Rfr. Jenkins actually found tllch 
military guards \vithdra\vn save and except a snlall party consil;t in? 
of one ptiik and four scpoys. Thc consequence4 myere that the 
D i f l ~ s  nVere daily making inroads upon the hapless nr~el hclples.; 
villngcrs and carrying off their f:~rnilies. property and cattle. Thr 
atrocities \jrere of such a nature that  Mr.  Jenkins called for guards 
from the Assarn Light Infantry and nladc arrangement$ for 
the proper defence of the frontier. H e  foulld the r ~ o t s  011 

the N5gi \frontier subjected to similar aggressions. For the 
withdrawal of the detachment by  the Raja from the frontier. 
there appeal.ed t o  Mr .  .Jenkins no good reason \vhatsoevcr l ~ o c a l ~ ~ e  

for~nd all his militin numhcring ahorlt five Iiiinclrcd  stroll^ 
c ~ ~ l ~ c n t l a t e d  rollncl his own person a t  Jorh5t. On thi< 
I'emonstrntcd with tllr Raja and pronlred from him t\vo gllnr(1.: f ~ ~ l l l  

?' P. C. lk99R. March 91. No, 158. 
as 
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his own troops. Haja Purand i~r  Singh itiforllled Mr.  Jenkins that 
he had on mimy occasions applied to  the Polilical Agt.11~ for the 
services of the Conipany's troops. B u l  he lint1 bchc~i told by the  
latter that  the British Government would not Icnd tlieir Lroops l o  

defend his frontier from the  rnt~ri~r~ding incul.sionh of the I);ifiiis alld 
N ~ ~ 5 ~ . 2 ! "  

T o  Jenkins the  cliidf cause of ~ c o ~ n p l n i ~ l t  appeared to have 
resultetl from the  maladministration of the  liaja's co~lr t .  He did 
not study the nature of the  compl i~i~l t  in thc light of the custollls 
and usagcs of the country as liatl heen (lone 1)y h1r. White, who ma+ 
more familiar with the  customs of thc  country. So he could not 
get a t  the t ru th  and hence rcported. "I Ifcar there is too much reason 
t o  apprehend tha t  this s taten~cri t  is niainly correct". I-Ie noticed 
tha t  there was nii~ch irrcgt~lar intcrferencc with thc decisions of the 
courts by members of t l ~ c  Raja's fanlily. He also received most 
frivolous complitints from the  ryots against thc king. The ryots 
complained of the  Raja's having stoppecl the allowances 'for killing 
tigers and elephants which the British Government had always 
granted. Thesc were very minor matters and might have been 
easily brushed aside without any detriment to  his main line of 
enquirya30 

Corning to  tJie financial matter,  Mr. Jenkins \~ondered why the 
Raja  had failed t o  collect a much larger amount by way of revenue. 
as he found from the  account rolls that when the  country was made 
over to  him the  state demand was about one lakh and sevcn thousand 
rupees. With regard t o  the  Raja's complaint tha t  the  tribute was 
very heavy, he argued that  had an able ancl popular government 
been set up, the  amount of the tribute would not have oppressed 
the country. As regards the Raja's pctition for the  remission of a 
part  of his tribute. hc held tha t  the amount could readily have been 
discharged had his administration been cqually good and strong as 
their own. The  failure df the administration he  ascribed to the 
personal character of the  Raja.  Undcr the circumstances, he 
doubtful whether Purandar Singh \~~olllcl 13e ahle t o  institutc an 
effectual reorganisation of his government in n l l  its branches. even 
if substantial remissions were madc. So h c  nrns a ~ a i n s t  2ny sllch 
remission in favour of the  Raja .  

As the  Ra ja  hnd failed t o  pay trihute according t o  the articles 
of the treatv and had fallen heavily into arrenrq, the Agcnt observed 

20 Ibid. " P. P. 1898. May 16. No, 53. 
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that he was liable t o  dethru~ic.ment. But a t  the sallle he held 
that the Raja was e~ltitleci t o  an  indulgent consideration a t  the 
bandb of the Suprelilc Go\ferllment. hfr.  Jenkins accepted the 
corlte~ltio~l of the Raja tha t  the lightllttss of taxation in the Bar 
sen;iputi's coulltry a l ~ d  tile ~1~0litio11 of the poll tax on lan(jlesb 
cruftsnle~~ i ~ r  the co1111)any's doniinions \vc.rc the ciiuscs of his losing 
"laay of his qVots .  As the H~uitish Governnle~~t  ~ ~ o u l t i  neither aIlo\v 

to dema~id t11c surrender of rullnway lfiiks-n delllaud which 
the\. thenlsel\.eb h i ~ d  made ~\lhen the country had 1~ct.n under their 
;tdniinistrat ion-nor au t horise ii p ropor t io~~atc  t rihute to he imposed 
up011 thc Rf:tiitk Chief. Rlr. Jenkins rightly held that  the Raja was 

rntitled to sonlc concessions in other  dircctionh. He further held 
that "the ~~~~~~~ulc of the Raja  \jriis not el~ti~.c.lg ~ i t h o u t  excuse". As 
t l~c  Governnient 11ad 1)liiced him in un l i~~ i i  ted ;I 11 thority over a large 
population the great rnajol-ity of the upper class df which were 
opposed to hinl individually, he concluded that  things did not work 
ils some would have expected. Tha t  things had not worked smoothly 
nras as m u ~ h  the Raja's misfortune as his fault-was his firm 
conviction. So he submitted that the Raja had a strong claim on 
the indulgence of the British Govel.nrnent. And to give  belief to  
the Raja, he recommended that the Government should resume 
such portions of the  country as would yield a revenue nearly eq11i1l 
to the amount paid b y  the Raja as  a tribute. M r .  Jenkins hoped 
that freed 'from any demand upon him b y  the British Government. 
the Raja would have no excuse for not, governing the remainin? 
port ion propcrly.31 

He advised the  Government accordingly t o  resume the whole 
of the north bank of the  Brahmnputrn, thc great island M2joli and 
the tract of the  ,country on the south bank lying between the livers: 
Disilng and Ruridihing-altogether a11 area covering nearly 3,000 q. 
nliles. Mr. Jenkins calculated that this portion of Upper Assam 
proposed to  be re-tralIsferred t o  the Company's ndniinist ration 
aroilld lfctch a re\rcIlue of nearly 34.000 rupces estimated as 

follon~s : - 
Rs. 

Tlie North Bank yielding . . . . 9,3.000/- 
The RInjoli isl:incl .. . . . . 5,000/- 
The southern tract containing Jilipur and 

Bul~hat  . , . . . . 6,000/- 

Total  . . . . 

31 Ibid. 



Mr. Jellkills alluwcd tha t  the 1 ,  by Lhe yrol)oscd ;~rrallgeluc1,lI 
woulcl bc left a C O I I ~ ~ ~ L C ~  divisioll irc'rJ. C'011\;e1iic1itly situated roull,j 
11ih ci1piLii1, 111c 11eL rclvelliiil ul' \vhich \ \ r o ~ ~ l d  he tip\viir& of ~ ~ 1 " ~ ~ ~  

rupees ((nceunlin~ LO l ~ i r  c i l l c t~ l i~ I io~~)  i111d 1 1 ~  W O U I ~  llil\re llUlllillg t,, 
cul~lplni~l  of. The  Lrilet tu be rouincd by tllc ( ; u \ c n ~ ~ a r l l t  t I ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~  
jrilrter i r ~  areit was sl~ll'"d~' 1)ol )~l l i l t~~l  alld ~olltil i l l~cl 40,000 pooru/ly 
dl' rice liiiid ils agaiilsL 70,000 pooralls of lhc cli\ ision to I)c left oilcr 
t o  tlich l i i i j i ~  allct i l s  rcveliuc income was o~ i ly  34,000 us illelltiolletl 
a hove.;" 

A1 lirst sight tl~ca ~ I ~ ~ ~ L I I ~ C ' I I I C ~ ~ ~  I ) I ' O ~ ) O ~ C ' C ~  l)y 111'. Jenl i i~~s  111i13' 
iIl>llcill. a bat1 ba rg i~ i~ l  011 the p i ~ l  of t I l ~  1Jritihh C;uvc~r.~lnic.~lt. BLll 
i t  \\.>is 110t rc~ally SO. The 1 1  t i ,  l110~1gll bl)iirbcly 
pol~ulatccl, contaiiiecl tlic richest 1)nrts of Assnnl antl sho\vcd signs 
of vast pobsibiliti~s. It c o i ~ t  ained salt Itrits (lnarket h) n~ld .salt 
~vclls. Under better arra~rgemeilts it was liable to ~ ' i ~ ~ i ( l  inlpro~c- 
i ~ i c ~ i t  a11c1 RIr. Jellkills l~cggecl the Suprenle Go\rerriment not to 
o l~jec t  to  n little evl jcn~c iit first to  possess a propcrty so ~)ron~ising. 
T11c Ijettclr nclmini~trntioi~. RIr. Jciil<iiir Iioped, would invite a large 
emigration of people t o  this tract. He visui~lised that not only 
~ ~ ~ o u l d  therc be x flonl of einigrants froni thc  Raja's dominion, but 
there would also be a n  ~cccssion froin the  Bar Senipati's country 
which ~ t ~ o u l d  in turn lead to  an incrcasc df thc  reveiiue within a few 
ycars. Mr .  Jenkins foreshado\ved thilt tlic political advantages that 
~voiild accrue from this arrangement \voiild be no less important. 
By the  cstablishmcnt of a strong Go\rernrncnt in this part of the 
country. t l ~ c  D?flt?s, the  RIiris nn(l the Ahors in the  north and t h ~  
Napas in the solit11 \vhosc atrocities and cxc~~rsioiis had prnctici~ll~ 
turned the districts bet~vccn the  D i s ~ n g  and thc  Dihing (which hi~d 
once been ihc  granary of Assam), into a ~~~i ldc rness ,  would be kept 
111itlvr check and n scnse of t r i inquil l i t~ \~lould prevail on the 
frontier. This, M r .  Jcnl<ins asserted, would never he achievc(1 
~ ~ l i d c r  the  Raja's management. H e  also ~forcsan' tha t  ~vitli peace 
~\~ot i ld  come security and prosperity and improved tradc. 

141.. Jcnliins fillally proposed that  as  under his 1il)cral iirrangc- 
mcn t tlic R:~jii wol~ld gain so nillch. thc G o \ ~ c ~ - ~ ~ i n c n t  sholil(1 i n d  
01, Ilic ii1,olishing all transit d~i t ics  ilnd shoulcl further call up011 hill] 
Io slihctitnte n lantl tax for a poll tax. H c  silqqcstcd fill.th?r tllfit 

the R:I iii 511011ld remoc1c.l his cou1.t s on i l ~ c  Rl-it is11 systc\in antl $holll(l 
I:c n\kcrl to  show tlic l~ool<.; nntl ~*o-o~.ds of his courts oncr :I Y C ~ ' '  

l o  thc Po1itic:ll Aqcnt stationed a t  Cadiys who shoiild malie a n  



anuual visit t o  the  1iaJa'a capital. hid l o  cllaI~le Raja 
i n l l l l~ ia~e ly  to  set about  tht: re forus  proposed Ly hirn, Mr. J c ~ ~ k i l l s  
reconlllle~~ded t l ~ e  inlmediate suslje~isiou of arrears of tl.i~,utc. illld 
ympoacd tllitt i t  ~ h o u k l  he liquidated ia five yrpra by iualal- 
alalts. Mr. Jeakins l~oped alld trusted t l~i i t  "ul~der illc arrallgelllellt 
l,rol~oacd by llim-the ltajall'r (;ovc.rl~ma~t 'Irced il-olll ;ill delllaad3 
of tribute 111ighl 1-)e co~iducted I I I O ~ C  Ilappilj. tor his subjects alld l11o1-c 
for Ilis ow11 reputatioll and per~l lune~i t  beudit t1ia11 it liad llitllerto 
been"?" 

Without taking a t  first thc l~ropositio~l whether the proposctl 
an.ange11icnt would be of any advantage to Puriindar Siugl~ or  lot, 

Jet us first of all see ~vhethcr  his adn~inistration \+.;Is of 3uc.11 ;I girllillg 
llilturc as to have citlled for the kind of reform .suggcbtcti 1,). t11c 
Agent, which aimed at thc niutilalion of his territory. I t  i h  ~liificult 
to take n la i~y of thc fi~idings of 311.. Jcnkins a t  their f'acc valuc. IIc 
says, "the misrule has beell great and gitll i~~g 10 tllc pe011I~ H I I ~  h i ~ s  
originatetl partly in the Rajah's unpopuli~rity and l>i~rtly i l l  hi- 
iacapacity or his rapacity". And in the s ~ n i e  I~rcath 11c hiiys. "Xu 
specific acts of opl~ressioli con~niittcd 1,). thc Ki~jall I ~ u \ . c .  1)c.c.n laid 
bcforc nie". Thcrc were many \vc;~k sl1o15 jl r  1'tu.u I I ( I ; I I .  Siligll's 
administration 110 doubt .34 b1any of t hc'w \\-cl.c. of t r i f l y i l ~ ~  I I ; I ~ I I I - ( ~  

many were exaggerated, and nialiy i \g i~i~l  \yere llot of 11is u\\ 11 

crentioa. They were forced on llilii cithcr as the legacy of t l ~ c  
tlrcadful past or  a s  the col~tilluatio~l o'f a system which he col~ld llot 
abolish altogether for want of means. H e  ~ v a s  given a \.i~st ; ~ n d  
straggling tract t o  rille b11t he was not given resounc'e.; cbnougli to 
lllanage it  properly. From all accounts it \\.;IS clcitr th:lt t l ~ c  n~osl  
important cause of the  desertion which hnd glncatly. if not ~ n : ~ i ~ l l ~ , .  
retarded his illcome M-;IS the al>sencc or lightness of taxi~tion i l l  thc. 
n c i g h b ~ u r i n ~  countries. ancl for this t l ~ c  king \\.;IS ]lot to  I I I ~ I I I I ~  i ~ t  
1 .  This was clearly perceived by RTr. White ill~d he took n lcnicllt 
vicnl of the situation and consequent IF recomll~cndcd ;I renlission of 

the tribute. though that was not the pilllncen for all his trou1)lcs. il. 

n.r shall see presently. 
Mr.  Jellkins also flllly renlised the eml~i~rr i l~s iap  sit l ~ n t  ion of 

Pulvandilr Siagll lVhea he. ~rrhilr invrstigatinp the ciltlsrc of desrrtioll. 
ohscrved. "The lightnrss df taxation in the n l l ~ t t o r t  col~ntry. in tllr 
coilseq~~ence of the Run.a Senapatty's having 110 tril)l~te to pay. ha" 
certainly hecn the nlcalls of thc Raja's loqing nlnrly of 11;s 1.yot5. 
In our timc the emigration vTas chcckcd hy the l31lrm S c n i ~ p u t t ~  

" 'bid. 
33 Ibitl. 



beillg obliged to  pay over to our G o v e r ~ ~ ~ i l c ~ i t  tlic persolla] tax of 
the deserted H e  evtbn W C I I ~  to the lc11gLl1 of criliciaiug 
the ~)alicy of the Govcrnruellt on this poi11 t ;111d ra t l~c r  allgrily 
exoluinied, "'l'his the (Britisl~) G o v e r n l ~ ~ c ~ i  t would not allo\\r to bc 
continued ill favour of the Hujah, nor \vould tlic G o v e r ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  
authorise u proportionitte tribute to be imposed u p o ~ i  the RIllttock 
cliicf".::" 'l'licse were l ~ i s  ow11 filldings cluitc ill keeping \\litll the 
s i t u a t i o ~ ~  11c \\/as c~zlleci upon to  i~i\lestigate. Uut the r e ~ l i c d i ~ ~ ,  Ilc 

I '  suggested \jrcrc ultogctlic.r of a clifferent character. 1 hese \\,ere 
punitive r a t l~e r  thit11 reformative. 1Yhc1i Ile adnii ttccl that tile 
ligh t~iess of taxation in th? Bnr Sc~itlljnti's country and the abolitioll 
of t l ~ c  poll tax on the lanclless critftsmen in the conipaiiy's doniiuion5 
were thc cnr~ses df exodus from the  Raja's country, lie rllade a 
corrcct diagnosis of tlic diwnse \vliich had beell catirig into the body 
politic of t he rlliscent stittc, biit hc fuilcd lo suggest appr~pr i i t t~  
rcmcdies 1 niight have extirpated the  root cause of the 
decadelicc. 

No\v conling to the proposetl urrangen~elit itst~lf, n7e fi~id thrtt 
as  ngail~st deth~'onenient wilh which the  king \\'its threatened and 
\vhich he was linble t o  by the terms of the  itgrecment or ck?irir~zcimd. it 
 as n milder punishment no doubt. But  it \vws a punishment after 
all, a i d  according t o  our opinion, Pivandnr Singh did not deserve 
it. But  what was worse, the proposition M r .  Jenkins suggested did 
not touch a t  the root of the c\.il jvhicll it was hih ainl to  eradicate. By 
the proposed arrange~lient.  the king ran the  risk of being shorn of 
a vchry \liiluable 11al.t of thc  kingdonl \~.hich he was loath to part 
with ; the r~rrangement nrould have also left llirn exactly where he 
was-rather a t  n greater disadvantage. The proposecl nrraiigement 
tlirea t encd to accelerate t hc process of emigration (\vhicll Purandar 
Si i~gh \va$ asking the Paramount Power t o  stop) l~ecause the author 
of the contemplatt'tl move himself observed. "By this arrangement, 
the Rajah's division will he greatly reduced in value for only bg the 
influx of his ryots tha t  the  other division (our di~rision) call be much 
improved, ilncl u r i d ~ u b t c d l ~  before the  Rajah can do anything to 
reconcile his rule to  thc  people. there will be an  emigration of his 
pcoplc t o  our possession.s," and he actually proposed t o  hold 
cncouragemcnt to  emigrants t o  settle a t  :I lower rate than that 
imposed else\1rhere.37 

I n  due course, the Agent's report on thc administration of Upper 

35 Ibid. 
38 Ibid. 
37 Ibid. 
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,isham was submitted t o  the Supreme Govenlment for consideration. 
This MTas H 1 first C X ~ I M ~ I I ~ ~  by the Vice-Preside11 t - i ~ i - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l .  The May, lelc 

vicc-President-in-Cou~icil collsiderecl all the circunlstallces alJudcd 
to ill the report niid came t o  the col~clr~sioli that the Govelament 
,vould not bc warranted in leaving the territory of Upper Asulu 
;iny longer iu the hands of the Raja. I n  their opinion the expr i -  
nlent had proved it fnilurc, I~ecause the trial of five years had 

n coritiiiuance of the u70rst evils of the old system. As 
the system of Yorced labour and  the ~ d i k  system had kjee11 source* 
of op~xession ; I I I ~  a s  the  revenue re;iliwd by thc Hiij:l had tl\vindlcd 
under his management resulting in thc accun~i~lfition of arrears, they 
ban no 111-ospect of any improvement of the tibiict u11dc.1. the liaja's 
administration. Thcy did not accept the recommenc-Inti011 of the 
Agcnl because they were of opinion thai the s;lmc nrgr~ment whicl~ 
woultl jr~sti't'y the  resumption of a part  of thc telritory ~vould also 
render necessary the taking of the whole. They observecl. "The 
Rajah is by character unfit to  rule a ~ i d  in his hands there is n o  hope 
of providing for tlie country even a tolerable adn~i~iistration".:~" 

The Vice-President-in-Council even 1)rushctl aside the instruc- 
tions of the Court of Directors who authoriscd tlieni to rcnounccA 
any portion of the stipulated tribute which they (Corrr-t of Directors) 
had considered inipossible for Purandar Singh to pay ~vithont 
oppressing the  people under hin~,~%alld recommended the res111nptio11 
of the whole territory and the assignment of a moderate pension for 
his ma in tenance . "Vhe  decision was apparently most ~~nespec ted  
nncl it even went far  beyond the  measwe of reform s~~gges ted  by 
Jenkins. Bu t  Jenkins himself \vas responsi1,le for this calamitous 
award as will he  seen presently. 

In a demi-official letter (dated the 4th April 1838). which was 
forwarded to  the  Supreme Governnlent along with his main report. 
Mr. Jenkins described Raja  Purandar Singh "as a rapacious miser. 
one of the worst characters we could have put ovcr the  unfortunate 
country". This letter sealed the fa te  of the king. I n  it hc admitted 
the existence of a c o n s p i l ~ ~ ~ ~  organisccl by the Raja's counsellors 
who tried t o  get rid df hiln by creating a breach between the  king 
and the British Governnlent over a failure of the tribute ljecause 
"these men who fattened under us saw nothing but  starvation under 
him". Mr.  Jenkins fo~ lnd  in Raja's principal counsellors his 
Rrcntest cnernirs. Rllt i n ~ t c a d  of extricating the Raja f r o n ~  the 

" P. P. 1839. May 16. No, $4. 
" h t t e , ~ .  from Court No. 17 of IFIS'?. 
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el11 tcl~c~s of t h c ~  t l islo~iil servi~llt .s, hc rcco11l1iic~ntli.t l hih 1.c1,~~,.~,l 
fro111 tlicb guth n ~ i t  l a tltlr~cetl proofs O F  hi.; ~ * i ~ l ) i t ~ i l y  fro111 ill1 

pctilion rc.l,ortc*(l to I I ~ I V C ~  btv.11 tlla.opl)ccl i l l  1'00111 \ v l ~ i l ( .  1 1 ~ 1  \\'ith at 
,Jorliiit. 'l'l~ough the p e t i t i o ~ ~ ,  i1lI11tIctI to, \vas "it~ionyrnous" RIr. 
Jcl~kilrs Iiinl~c4' ;itlnli ts that hcb k~ic.\v 1110 \l1rilc\r OF t l i o  1)et i t i o l l .  

I n  t li:l t so-cnllctl ~ I ~ I ~ I I ~ I I ~ O I I ~  let ( ~ 1 ' .  I 11~'  \vril(b~~ co~~ll)lilil~c\(l tl l i l t  
~<:I,;:L I'tIriIIItIiir sing11 ill fivet F~iirS hilcl SO t l l ~ ~ c ~ ~ t l t ~ ~ l  1 1 1 ~  C ~ L I I I ~ ~ ~  

that in iinotl~er year the fciv r~b~l l i l in i~~g f i~n i i l i~s  I I I U S ~  1~ l-llinctl 

u~rlcss thc ntl~iiinistrntioi of hot11 civil ant1 criniiiinl j~~stic~c. \ v : I ~  [ilkell 
out  of liis Il:>ntls. Al1c1 to  prove thch oyprc\ssivc~icss of llis :~(l~ili~iistr:~- 
lion t l ~ c  \vriltbr protlucetl il ci~iwlogllc df gl.i('vllllcc~. No fi111l tx  of 
thc. king serious or  t~.i~riiil, inlctginnry or  rcal. cscal)ed his ever- 
vigiliint cye. I-Iv cbvc.n complainctl of his rising late in thc d8y.U 
\Ylicn Jcnkinq's tlcmi-official report contnining these dii~iiaging 
r c ~ n ~ i ~ r k s  ngilinsl tlic condr~ct ant1 the ntlministration oF Rajn 
Pur;il~tliir Sing basctl on that  anonymous letter, reached the hnntls 
o f  the coi~ncillo~..; ilt Calcutta. it irrc\~ocal~ly stiffcnccl their n ttitr~tlc 
lo\\rilrtls the king. M r .  Jcnkins cut the grountl from undcr Purandar 
Singh's fcet \\lI~en hc despatched i1o private lettcr of this naturc : ant1 
i t  nffordetl PIII-andar Singh little consolc~tion to  learn that in the 
main ~ ~ e p o r t  .Jenkins had pleadcd for his casc and nd~ised  the 
resumption of 011ly n part of his territory.-" 

The  Viccl-P~scsiclent-in-C0111icil forwarded their decision to the 
Govcisnor-Gcnwal for final confirmation and the latter in an elaborate 
minute. considcrcrl a11 thc  points mcntionctl in thc report of Captain 
Jcnkins. Though Iris Esccllencg founcl in thc ntlministration of the 
Rn ja "rockless 1naladministrntio17liii1istrat 0 1  and avarice a l ~ o v e  and consecluent 
n~iccry I)clonr". lie hcltl. "His faults arc those chiefly of incapacity 
ant1 na turn{ tlisposition and 110 grave criil~e is laid t o  his charge"."' 
H e  \vo111d hnvc cordially acccpted the  earlier recomnlendation of 
Captain .Jcnl~ins (the resumption of a part  of the  king's territory) 
h ~ i t  for his dcn~i-official report which stated tha l  the  Raja, had been 
mainly influenced h g  a Illst for money and could only be  coerced 
into a consistent course of good government 1 1 ~  the  constnnt presence 
of n military force. At  first His Excellency hesitated to  dclliate 
completely 'from an arrangement concluded 111it n short timc hefore 
hy  the prrceclil~g Government. "Formally to  set lip n Native Rlller 
and within a very few yenrs cntirely t o  remove him nmst be a 
mensurc of hat1 general effect". ohscrrcd His Lortlship. He ~l'as 

4 1  1'. P. 1838. May 16. No. 5S. 
I". C. 1928. ~ T : I J .  16. No. 55.  
f l  pP. C .  1838. . d u g ~ ~ s t  40. No, 7. 



,.lllrr il~cliried to leave Yurandar Singh in the cnjoJnLent of'  sol1le 
Imlio~l of his do~lii~lions if tllilt were possible. But ..as tllere was 
rro course" and "mild measures would be a t  OIlce jluwlitic 

unjust" Lord Auckland reluctantly found llimself compelled to 
o r d a  absolute resumption as deterlliilicd upon b3r the Vice- 
~)reside~it-in-Cou~lcil. Ilis hands were thus forc& by the 
tlemi-official report of Captain Jenkins a rid the (]ecisioll of the 
\lic~-Prcside~~t-in-Cou~~cil,~~ 

l'he Vice-President-i~~-Cou~~cil \vas d~11y inforlllcd of the de~iSiOll 
of the Governor-General and (~rri~agemeilt s were made for the 
resuml>tion of the territory of Purandar Sillgll. But in the meantime 
a be\rlildering situation had uristtn and sucltlenly the (;ovenlor- 
General called up011 the Vice-President-i11-Cou~~cil to stop further 
1)roceetlings with regard to the rc~sumption of Cent]-ill Ash;lni. M1hell 
the proceedings regardigg the proposed resulnption of the territory 
of Purandar Singh reached the ears of the Court of Directors, tl1t.y 
rcinitided the ~Governnient of Indin df their i~istructions issr~ecl on 
the occasioll of the aii~lexation of Jaintiii which laid d o ~ l n  elearly 
tllnt in fulurr 110 territory of any native prince \vonld be annexed 
without their previous sanction ant1 plainlj. told them that tllc 
prol~osccl resunlption of the territory of Purnlltlar Singh \-voultl be 
rcgn1.de.d only ;IS provisional pending the issue of their final orders.4' 
Tl~e result was that  all nleasures regarding the ~*csuinption of tllc 
tcritory were immediately suspended. 

Though the injunctions issued by the Home Government had 
Jlule, 

no pc~~inanent effect and only stayed the proceedings for the tillle 1898. 

being, they raised n constitutiollal question of great imprtancc. 
T l~e  interim order issued hy the court of Directors seemed to 
challenge the ultimate authority of the Go\~ernment of India 
evoked n strong rejoinder from the Gorcrnor-General who in an 
elaborate nlinute reviewed a t  lengt h thc situation created by lhe 
order df the Home authorities. In his opinion tlle order issued 
thr Court of Directors imposed n new reslrictio~l upon the free 
nclioli of thc Government of India. Thor~gli Ile regarded that in 
one sensr all thc proceedings of the Govcrnme~lt of India 'yere 
llllcertaill linl,le to hc npprovcd or disapproved by thc controlling 
mithorities in  Englnn(l, he could not vicw with pleasllre t h ~ t  every 
mensure passed by the Governor-~enernl-in-Collncil sllould be 
inerelp provisional he](l in suspense for distant confirnlatioll Or 

rejection. B y  this prollil,ition, hc fenred. the Gorerlllnent of' India 

4 4  Ibid. 
4"P. C: l(R3R. AuEtlst 49: NOS. 8-10. 
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would be placetl i l l  ii coudit ion of "i~vo\vetl H I I ~  111ii\,erhaI \veiikllebs*., 
lir: npprehen(le(l t II:I t his Ra~i l i  o p i ~ l i o ~ ~  011 t 1 1  o t at i*slle nlisllk 
give umi)lage to  the ( ' O I I ~ ~  of Directors iill(I, lliel.efore, elu.nestly 
r eq~~es te t l  the llonle ;il l  t horil ies to r t ~ n i e ~ ~ i \ ) c ~ r  t hit t t l l c . s c h  hR( l  I)eell 
w~*it ten in all hincerity. 

(:onling to  the  clucbstio~i ~f the ~.e,s~lnll)t ion of the tenmitory of 
Yrlrandar S i ~ ~ g l l ,  His Lo~*clslrip l~eltl tllat i l l  \pic\\7 of tl1c1 restriction 
plitceil r ~ p o ~ ~  the  ( ; O ~ ~ ~ I * I I I I ~ ~ I I  t of Intliit t )y  the. Honic ; I N  thorities, it 
was I ~ e t  tcr thii t the \vllolt* miit tvr Iw bl~q)t.~icletl Iwcar~se '*cq.(~lby 

~~ro\.isionill arrangen~ent  of a tthrritory lnr~st  be 1)atl". TTndel- ;\ 
system lial)le to I)e reviseti \\ritl~in i~ few r~~olitlis,  His 1,or~ship 
feared tha t  the  people woirld lose confide~lce in tllc British. But, at  
the  snnic time. a s  he felt that [tic erlqr~iry ot' Captail1 Jenkins must 
have illrthiitly Ictl ~)eople to vx1)ec.t (>;11.Iy illle~~fercncc., he Icft the 
nlilt ter to  the  clccaision of t l ~ c  \:itbe-PI-esiderit-in-Cou~icil.~" 

13cgiircling the merits alitl cle1l1tb1.i t s of [lie "Prohil)itol~. Order" 
issllecl by the Co11t-t of I)i~.ec.tors. w c  arc conslri~inotl to say t h a t  
I l is 1,ordsIiip ~.i~tl.icr ~nisl~ntl(.r\too(l thc spirit of tlic order of the 
Home nl r  tliorilies. His fc~nrs \vctrc 1111fou11clecl. I t  \irns not n gencl-al 
(\~nhilrgo tlt~cla~-ing every act of tlic Illdin Government tenlporary 
pending I he finiil orcler ~)nc;scd I,;\. tl~cml : i t  sinlply restricted the 
power of tllc Tntliii Govc~~~nnient  in olic ficlcl of action, namely, the  
~ I I I I ~ X ~ I  I ion of the t crri torics of i1  in t ive prince \vitl~out reference to 
 hem. TII  o11r opinion tlie Cro\.ernnlcnt of Tndia hy their arbitrary 
i ~ s e  of thc discrcat iona1.y po\vcbrs ~cs tcc l  in them, ns lamentably 
rxeniplified in the case o'f .Tilint i i .  quite j11i;t ificd the promulgation 
of t hc ahorc  "P~~oliil,itol-y Orelcl-". hon.evc\r 1111pnli1 tnhlc it ~nigllt 
have Iwen to them. 

The Vice-President held a meeting of ilie Chl~ncil on the 8th 
July. 
1898. A1rg11.t 18.38 to  dc tc~.n~inc  finally thc  qr~estion nt iscrle in the light 

AuEUst of tlie p~-oIiihit orp order passed hy tlie HOIIIC all thorities. Accord- 
1838. ingly they rcricn-ccl the cnsc of Purandiir Singh d~ noiw and \Irere 

convinccil that tlic Inensllre of resl~niption having been determined 
on. any cleliiy to m r r y  i t  into effect ~volllil he attmclecl with the 
< (  

\TWJT \volmst co~iseq~icnces". With regard t o  the order of the C0ul.t 

of Di~*rctors,  they hclrl that  this was not npplicnhle t o  thc  case and 
firinlly resol\~cd to  arltho~*ise Captail1 .Jenkins "to adopt the necessRrY 
steps 'for rcsrinling the ad~iiinist~.ntion of the territory made over t* 
Pl~rnnclal* Singh in Rrnrch 18.33 nncl for pli~cing it under the manage- 
men1 of the Rrit is11 oficcrs". T h c  Governor-Gcencral concurred in 
the rcsollllion of tlic Vicc-Presiclent-in-Co~~ncil nnd P ~ ~ r n n d a r  Sindl . 

'I6 lhi,I, 



l'urandur Sin yh'a Jlo.ttt in ion 

formally di\restt.d of his dol~tilliull and r u ~ a l t ~ .  in October 18% 
,"d lnrde to retire 011 a ~wnsion of Hs. 1,000/- per l t loI l~h.~7 ~h~ 
cur[oijl I\'HS iit r1111g 11])011 C P I I ~ ~ U ]  .iShalll ellibode. 

l 'hua r11t1t.d 111~  I ' U ~ C  of the  h k t  iritlc~pe~rcle~rl killg d[ .AssHm. qslle 
rc.su~~ied ~otll1ll.y \\'as fo1'1llt'd ~ I I ~ O  t\ffo di\risiolls and 
lhc uttl~~agrlllrllt of pl~irlcil~til offic~~rs-l ' :~lhi~l~ Bmdie nll(] CaIJttlill 

\ ~ h o h ~  1I~t i ( I  (2l l i l l ' t t ' l 'h  \\'CbI'(' fi~('(I rthsl)e(a[i\'(.l\. ,Jt)rllif  
Lukl~i~~~pol.e ." 

\\'hen the ~)r~c.c.ctIir~g.s c.olrliiir~ilr~ the iirlul ortlcrs of i l l c  (' cArtl- 
nrcr~t of 1lrdi;i ~.c.ctcl~ccl tllc. (:our.t of I)ir.c.c.tor~, t11c.y (lid  rot o1,jec.t 
lo tile rrlcAahnre hcbc;ruhc the. crei~tiotl tJf tlriit st;t tc.  hilt1 I)ec.lr c.o~rtr;~l-y 
lo thcir clil.ec-tiorl. 'l'hc.~. . s i ~ r ~ l ) l ~ ,  clri~~.i~ete~risc.(l 111c.  ;,(-I c t f  ro-urrrl,tion 
"HS irr~g111i11''' a s  it 11i1d I>cctl 1111cbsecl ni t l ~ o t r t  ~.cfifcr*c.~lc.t~ lo 1 henl.'@ 
l'he cau.sc of this 21pp;lwnt ~.oltc~-facu on the part of the ('ol~rt of 
Directors reytrircs solric c~xplanittiorr. 

We have not iclctl in tlre caour.sc. of the (;ovc.r~~llien t of I~ldia's 
tlealilrgs with the Court of 1)irrctors during the period under review 
(1825-1856) that 011 nlany occucions tlre prohihitory orders paqsed 
by the Court ws the  ult inlate ~ ~ l t l i o r i t y  I Y ~ I - C  11ot c;\rriwl out hy their 
.~rrvants in Trrdia ." 

On the OCC~IS~OI I  of the t r t ~ n s f ~ r  of the t.ii.sIrrlr  HI-t of C;~c.har to 
Gamhhir Singli, the  Court of Directol-s .strongly tlisapprovetl of the 
meilsrrre, I~lrt  their intervelrtion ],roved ineffective. When again the 
111.incipality of JaintiL \\,as annexed by the Calcutta ~uthori t i -  
\rithout a n y  ~Seferencc t o  their masters at home. the Court not only 
~~rotested 21 gainst .such anriexat ion. w?hic.h they contlemned ns 
"impolitic and ~~nj , rs t i f i~ l ) lc" ,  1)11t also' in their anxiety prevent s11ch 
t'ecun.enc.cs. gavc H clistill(-t r ~ t l i ~ i g  th;tt in future no t c m i t o r ~  of R 

native prince sholrlcl l)c annexed \vilhou t their previo~ls sanction. 
Their protest this time nlso went ~ ~ n h c e d e d .  The C o ~ ~ r t  again. as  
mentioned al)o\ve, on the eve of thc rc~s11ml)tion of Purnndar Sinah's 
dominions lenliaclrtl tlithir agents ill T~rdi;~ of their 11(.\\?1y pronlulpated 
nrling arid tol(l tllern t o  regard all s ~ ~ c l i  a ~ l n n n t i o a r  nr p~*ovision~l 
measures liable t o  r e~~i s ion .  Their wrv:~nts in India. contrary to all 

'' 1'. C. 1838, August 914. Nos. 11-15. 
P. C. 1838. Octobr 94. NO. 9. 
Letter to Court No. 94 of 1839. 

4q. C. 1038. October 24. No. 16. 
Letter to Court No. 04. 1839. 
Leller from Court No. 94 0 1  1899. 

* "l'he~.e are Inany iltdicatio~~s of a clurstio~~able co-ol*ltion ht** the 
Conlpart?.'s rerva~tl~  nbroRd nltd their lnawters nt hoin@". 

Rober~s "History of British Illdin". p. QQS. 



expectatioa, even carried out this measure iu the teeth of the 
opposition of the IIoine authorities. No step was takm against 
what appeared to be s "misdeniearior" 011 the 1)art of their a g ~ n \ ,  
in India. The Court of Directors again secrrled to climb do,,rl,. 
Such instances c ; ~ n  be multiplied. 

$\on1 the above it appears that thc authorities in Lt.iidenhall 
Street werc hcll)less against the ~vilful disobediericc oil the part of 
their servants in India aild that  they had no po\ver to prevent whHt 
they considered to be wrong or unfair. But \vhat appears to he 
true is riot true and ail incidental disci~ssiori of the positioll of t h e  
Court ill its relniioli writ11 the Go\rernnient of 11idi:a will help ua  in 
understanding the real situation. A clctailetl tliscussion of the above 
matter is not possible here because thc matter is outside tlie scope 
of our work and secondly the subject matter covers a sreater period 
(1773-1858) th:in that  undertaken by us. 

T11ough the Court of Directors \vtbre suprernc authorities over 
the affairs of the East India Company in India. they used their 
powers with wise restraint ; certain extraneous circumstances and 
the nature of the functions they wcrc entrusted with, regulated all 
their activities with regard to the n~wi~agcrncnt of Intliau affairs. 

As regards the general inailageinent of the Indian affairs. much 
mas left to  the discretion of the local Government because, situated 
as the Honic authorities mere a t  a vast distance froin India, the 
orders transmitted by them rarely reachcd India in time. Events 
in India sometiines succeeded one another with such bewildering 
rapidity that even the 'men on the spot' collld not foresee the course 
of events and they had to 'act on many occasions on their own 
responsibility as the exigencies of the time d i ~ t r r t e d . ~ ~  And as 
happened i11 those circumstances, sometimes thev had to act contrary 
to the wishes and directions of the Homc authorities as when the 
Calcutta authorities had taken Cachar. an independent principality. 
under the Company's protection without reference to the Court of 
Directors (vidc page. 49) .  R I I ~  "circumstances in many cases 
rendered such disobedience a v i r t ~ e " . ~ l  

Letter from Co~lrt of Dirwtors to Board of Control, August 27 of I R E ) .  
51 In 1811 Lord hfiiito won tlie consent or the Home Governnlent for 811 

allack on Java. . . . . . . . A  formidable fleet asscillbled at Malacca. The Gcrernor- 
General Ilimself acconlpniiied the expedition. . . . . . . .Java was occupied. 
Directors had ordered that i f  tlie expedition \&re successful, Dutch forbifiratiolls 
\\.ere to be levelled sndt the troops withdrawn, hut &lint0 seeing that it would be 

inhulnan act tO abandon +he Dutch Cdonists tlo the mercies of an exasperated 
native populatio~l, had tlie courage and indeperidan* to disregard those inslructiolls. 
R o k t s ,  'History of British India:, Page 975, Swo~ld Erlilion. 



Then agai~l i t  lllust be remembered that "the Court of Directors 
, ,ah 1l0t 50 nirlcl~ all e ~ ( ~ c u t i v e  as a deliberative body". I t s  maill 
flrnctjon was I I O ~  to direct the details of administration but to 

, 3crutillize arid revihe tllc ~ ~ i l b t  acts of their servants iu India ; to lay 
I tluwll principles nllcl to  issue geueral instructions for theil. future 

,vuida~lce." We have also to ])ear in milid that in lllost cases the 
I *- 

decisions of the "men on the spot" were jr~st and ultimately 
conduci\7e to the interests of the Coiupany. Far away from the 
d ~ t ~ ~ l  scene of operation, the Court of Directors could no doubt 
take a detached \licw of things which w7as so csselltial for the fair 
1li5rharge of duties, but at  the same time their lack of first hand 
knowledge of the affairs of Ilidia justly prccl~~tlccl thc.11-1 froill tilking 
a realistic view of the situation which was equally essc~ltial for the 
speedy and efficient ~>erformance of duties. 

The appointment of Lord Cori~wallis marked the decbisive 
preference for sending men of high social position fi.0111 England to 
fill the office of the  Go\~ernor-General. The noblemen sent froin 
England had ;I wider grasp of fc~reign affairs and politics generally 
than could be expected of the se~.vaiits of the Company : they had 
higher moral standards and their views. even their hostile criticis~ns.~' 
lrrrre generally received with far inore respect by the Directors than 
tllose of the former servants of the Company.64 

The Court of Directors again as the Supreme arrthority had 
c.(ll.t;~inlv power of revoking the clecisions of their s e ~ ~ a n t s  in India.  
I I ~ Y .  they liad the power of rec.;~lling t h e i ~  Governors-General a5 

t h r  recalled Lol-cl Ellenborough and drove Wclleslcy to reqigil.ss 
nut on many ocr3;icions thep shrank fr.om taking sr~ch drastic 
W s  because pllhlic revocation of the Ineasllres issued (vide 
I'fiPe 120) hv their qer~rants in Tiltli:\ or sudden renioral of the 

'?etit.ion I'rom EuL IildiH. Coi1ip;u y to l ' n r l i a l~~~~i t .  &'('I,~U;II .Y 18.78. 

" Lord Corlnvallis strollgly re:enLed the interfeivnce of I)irecblors ill Lhe 
il~~oilltnlellt OF officers and eve11 threatelled to rebig11 i f  so. . . . . . lu-r~licious a 6 )  btelil 
~llould again be revived. 

(Letter t o  John \\'oodhouse. Director of the Company, - ~ u p u ~ l  10. 178:)). 
5 4  A constitutional Hibtory of bidin-Keith. page 141. 
55 (a) "IYitll regard to suIxrsessioll of I\Tellehley. Pit( tsxpl.es~l thc ol~iliion 

"lal tile G .  G,  had acted lllost illlprudel~lly aid illegnlly 11ntl that he c d d  llot be 
sllRelvd to reinnin the Governmnit. The Court or Directors votetl for 
~olldem~latiolll by an o~er\v]lelnlillg m;ljoritJ.-Robelle. Hidory ot' Britbl~ Iiidiu. 
l'age 262. 

(b) "lllle Coul.t of Directors )nost jusbly disal,pro\,cd of Elle~llomugh'~ 
~ l i c y  in Sind. . . . . .mid tlley him of  sten en in tic-ally sulorrli~intina the 
inbrests of the Civil to those of the military servicew-Roberts. rap 330. 



highest officers froui officc i l l  111~ ~ l l i t l b l  of grcnt l)r~l)lic dlltie5 \rould 
I~a\.e p lac~t l  thclli il l  S O I ~ I ~ ~  t l ~ b g r ~ ~  of ( ' ~ I~ I )~ I I ' I ' ~ I~~ I~ Ic ' I ~ I  i ~ ~ l d  hullliliatioll,nl 

L i~s t  1). \tre 1r111.st t i ~ k c  i l l  to i t~co t l~ l l  n11olllc.r fi~ctor \vhicll i q  oftell 
o\.erlooketl. 'I'ho~~gli t 111. Boiirtl of Coil t 1.01 ils ~ ~ l s t  it ~ltctl 1)y tlrr ,4(4 
of  1784 (bet ter  klio\\,~i iIs Pitt's 111clii1 ,4cI) \vi~s (o I)(. stl.ic.(Iy 

Boartl of Co~ltrol  "it gr i~t lr~i~lly el~iployecl I ) O \ V ~ T . ~  11ot ~~ithrcal~ il l  tile 
of ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ i l l t ~ l l l l V 1 1 ~ t ~  nlld ~'0llt1'0l bllt i l I h 0  ill  b~stel l l :~ t ic allt] 

nlalla#elllelit". i I ~tl'(>llg1?' I by tlltb C()llrt Of 

Dir.ectors." 1I)rrrin~ the. lit t tcr p i ~ r t  of the Conlpal~y's ; ~ t l ~ ~ i i n i ~ t ~ ~ .  
t ion t hc c~\~crgrowing c.oiiflict he tn?c>en thcb ('lo111-t of Directors and 
Ihc Roiir.tl of Cot~trol  ancl I l i ~  \\.illling ~ > o \ \ ~ c r  of thc for~lier body" ((so 

i11)Iy tlisc.rrssec1 i l l  Phillips' "E;tht T ~ i t l i i t  Conll)any") lii~tl their 
rept~rcussioll on their servants ill Tntliit. E\.en some of the  
Gove~.l~ol-s-Crellc~.al \vt>lme ;~droit  (bllol~gh t o  p l i~y  off one agi~inst the 
otlicr3%~i(1 \YCI-(\ tl111s less ili(*lil~cvl t o  respect llle ortlers of the Home 
G o r ~ i e  t . T10r(1 ElIenl)oro~~gh regiirdt'cl the Co~l r t  of Directorq 
:ts n o t l i i ~ ~ g  I I ~ ~ I - c  tIiii11 ;I ( 'hn~int~l  of c o n i ~ l l ~ ~ ~ i i c n t  ion l)ei\\reen the 
G o \ . ~ ~ I I o I . - G ~ ~ I ~ ( ~ ~ ~ I ~  i111d the  l3oi1rrl of (7011trol a11<1 openly said. 
"S~~prcn le  a ~ ~ t h o r i t y  tlocs liot rcsidc in  ihc  Court itself"." T ~ r d  
Di1lhol1sie hat1 a poor opinion of the clcsl)atc.hes sent 1)y tlie Home 
Governnient ant1 alleged. "These were penned for the  most 1 ~ 1 . t  hy 
lici~il clerks and sig~lecl by  I ~ i i I l I ~  \vithout l>cin,n rerrcl".s* 

6 ( All thc  a1)ovc factors iilltl circ~rmstances 1lnavoiclwI)ly rcgula tcd 

1,11t (lit1 1101 ~ X C I I I ( I C  I he ('o11 trolling authority of thc Court of 

Tlirec. tor~"~5:Ind t1111.ing the 1)criotl undcr review the Cornpnny 
t l i r o l ~ ~ h  itc: Coilrt of Directors still renlilined an importnnt factor 
il l  t l ~ r  s\ .stcn~ of Tndian a(l~liitiistr:~t ion .83 

TTad all t hc prohil,itory ortlers aritl j~ltlgments ~>ausetl 11y the 
Corlrt 1,oc~n i~c*cc~r)tt~cI ill toto tlic.ir sc~rvaliis in Tlldin ant1 lli~d tile!? 
rrg111a t e11 t l~(>ir  ('on(111ct accordi~~gly.  st r i ~ t  (liscipli~lr wo111il ~ R Y P  

" h) n)c~~li~~c.k's m i ~ ~ u l e .  Septell~lxr 14. 1831. 
(b) 1,orct Elkllborougl~'~ letter to Sec.rel Collllnit tce. J H I I U A ~ \ '  18. 1841. 
('. H. Pl~ilips-The East Illtlia C ~ I I I , ) ~ I I ~ .  Cl~npler YII. 
Holeris-Hislory of British India. P. 386. 

58 "Tlie strellgtl~, ir~flue~~ce r11t1 i~~de~wl~rle~lce of tilt. ('olrrt o l  1)irec.lor.q Rs 

ageillst the Bonrd or ColrtroI \.nrid i l l  prol)orIio~~ lo tho sil.el1gl11 or  he India 

inlerest in Parlianlent. 111 1834 111ere \yefib 45 111di;r 111enll)crs a3 ngnill~t 

iu 1806"-Philips' "Eaat 111rlii1. C O I I I ~ ) R I I ~ . "  1784-1831.. I'nge 9%'. 
-y!J Roberls-History of Brilisl~ 111tlia ; P. 986. 
" ' L e t t e r  lo Secrel Con~nliltee ; Jany. 18. 1844. " 1I)alhousie's Privale letter to Sir George Couper ; I>etu.~l~l)cr R. 18.51. 
G".etter fro111 Courl to Boiirtl. Aug11.t 47. 1829. 
" Keill~-Co~~stitutio~l~I History of India. Page 140. 



Purundur Sin yh's i)o~ii ir t  ion 

bcrrl mai~rli~ille(~ 110 tloul~l, I)llt "AII thlnpire arore Illagrlific*elll 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~  

t h ~ t  of llume" would not have arisen. W e l l e ~ l t ~ ~  arid Lorcl JIrlstillg9 
were bolcl rash t.11ough to igllore thr 1jrillc.il)les of ~ l ~ ~ l i i l r r  l , o l i c~  
laid do\w ljy the ILOIIIV i111thoritic.s tint1 it \~'h they \vho  llncl 1l1o.t 
extelldecl tllc Conlyany's l)oshebsions i l l  Ir~tlia. Ne\.ertlic.le.h tlleht. 
jirdgnicr~ t s a 11d p'ohi1)itol.y 01-cler's hat1 11at1 t l ~ c - i l -  \ . ; ~ l ~ l ~ .  'rllrhc order.; 11). 
her\'ing ultinlately as rulcs for the futllre guitlaure cbf their >er\-ant? 
in Indiii anci itcting i14 a I)rilke 011 the hl)(~eO of the* ~o111p&ny.$ 
erparlsion, henefitecl its l ~ o \ v ~ ~ *  in 1 lrdia wh irJ1 w:ls t I~t~ret,y affor&d 
periotlic in t t~r \~als  of peace il l  which to c o ~ l ~ l i c l : ~  tc. nlltl olgalli~e i t 9  
reso~~rc'es".~' 

Now let us resume the thread of our discoursc~. After l'urandar 
Singh hi~d  heen deposed, he addressed .several petitions to tlre April. 

(;ovenlor-General praying for the restoration of llle kingdom. As 1698. 

Ire was not favoured with any  rcply, he sent one h s i  P radd  Bow 
as his rnl~ktear to CaI(.ut l a  to repl.e.sent his case hefore the (I;ovcrn- " 
~rle~lt of lllclia.* 'I'ht. enlhi~ss~r was a failure. 1'111-andar Singh was 
ir~forniecl that he must not expert to be restored to the ~lianagenlent 
of any par1 of thc. territory of Assanl." Several petitio~is wrcre 

j~rebented to Rlr. White also by the people of Upper Ass:ini praying 
for the restoi*ation of the kingdon1 to their ex-Swargacleva. 'l'l~esc~ 
peli t ions according to Mr. White correctly expressed the feeling\ of 

the r~pper ant1 nlitldle classcs of the coniln~~nity but Mr. Jenkin\ 
lhougllt otherwise. These petitions and t lie suhseql~ent prayer of 
Purandar Sing11 that  he should he assiglled a portion of the territory 
in lie11 of the nio~ley stipend sanctioned to him made no change 
in t l ~ c  sciltimcnts of the higher :111thoritie,s as to the expediency of 
the corlrse adopted.6R 

Was therefore the deposition of Purander Sing11 justified ? 
From all accol~nts it is clcar that he \\.;IS not a blood-thirsty tyrant. 
nor even a nian of detestable habits. Evcn T,onl Allckland admitted 
tha t  no grave crime was laid to his charge. Thollgb His IAordship 
ronrr~rretl in the jrldgment passed hy thc vice- resident-in-Cor~nril. 
it must he said that His Lordship's ol)sel.\-;ltion \vith regard to 
l'urandar Singh's condllri and administration was cl~nracterised b!- 
n spirit of moderation and  inpa pa thy not f~l l l ld  elseffllere. He 
admitted that he wyol~ld ha1.e had rccollrse to other n~eaq~lres had 

64 Phililx-"East Indin Compnny". Pnge 301. " It is interestilig to note tlint on this masion Purnudur Singb wrlt ~ 1 1 1 ,  

l'duable presents lo the Go\.enlor-Gencl.~l inrlrlding one ivory chair md one younu 
male rhinoceros. 

p. C. 1899, hlqy I .  Nos. 199-140. 
66 Letter to Co1n.t No, 94. of 1899. 
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~llcare bcc11 so~nc  reclccli~i~~g Ccat11rc.s ill l l ~ e  ;~clnliliistri~lio~l of l'uralldnr 
S i g h .  ''here \vcrc n ~ : u ~ y  suc11 features as reporteel bj, MI-. \j'hlhc 
but those were lost sigh1 of by lli:, lAorclsliip. 'l'llere \vc.~.e cl~ilrgc., 
of corruption ant1 oppression no tloul)t, but these wcrch 11ol of b ~ l c l l  

i t  flugrarrt 11;cture as \vould have called for such a drastic step. 
11 strikcls us vel-J. ljccl~lit~r t h i ~ t  every o ~ c ,  eifcu C;lptai~l J C J ~ ~ I < I ~ ~ ~  

Iiiinself, acllnitted that one of the rllai~l L ' U ~ ~ S C ~  of tIl(1 C . S O ~ \ ~ S  \V;IS the 
itl~scnc.e or lightness of tt~satioii ill the ncljoilii~rg countries, but 110 

oric c.;iroci to suggest tlie abolit ioil of tllis i~~caquitnble system \ v l ~ i ~ t l  
placccl Yurandar Singh under sue11 c.n~b;u.rassing conditions. 'l'l~nl 
11c began \\.ell is proved by tlie wise ant1 I)vlievolent rcgi~ltitiuiis hc  

issued for the bcttcr adnlillislratioir of his ki~igclni qnd is furilicr 
confirmed by the report of a very slrict officiai like Mr. Roberts011 
who llacl iiothing but unstinted praise for his administration, as \vill 
be evidt>nt fronl the following lines taken from his report where he 

staled, "I am happy to  be able to speak wcll of the administratio11 
of Raja Yoorunder Singh. Though many of the higher order of ilic 
Assanlese are discontented with his rule, and we are sure to receive 
the lcast favourable accounts of his actions, yet all agree in admitting 
that he has hitherto provecl t o  the bulk of the people rt mild and 
bencficcnt master ant1 this is confirmed by the fact of no emigrations 
having as yet taken place into our territory nor into those of the 
13urrs Senaputty and other independent chiefs in the remote parts 
of Upper Assanl." And \\.hat is more, in proof of Rajit Puranclar 
Singh's activities, he gave soinc striking illust rntions.""lld get 
Gait says, "His subjects werc oppressed nncl inisgovcrned ancl llis 

rule was very distnstcful to thc hulk of the  people".*. It is strange 
indeed that thc inan. \vho was chosen by Mr. Scott and liis successor 
after n thorough enquiry ancl earned reputation as a benevolenl 
atlministrator in 1834, suddenly degenerated into a inan of rapacious 
character ancl that too of the worst type in 1837 when Jenkins 
visitecl Upper Assam ! Taking into account a11 circumstances, ~ ' e  
are of opinion, and every impartial observer will agree with usq 
that Purnndar Singh's aclministration admittedly had no fair trial* 
And "to remore every plea which can be justly urged by Poorundel' 
Singh in evcllse of his exactions, he ought to  have been granted the 
remission he asked for" nnd given a chance to aclminister his countr!' 
under fnir conclitions as aclvoca tcrl by Mr. Fl'liite and decided upon 

"7 P. C .  183s. A ~ ~ g i s t  22. No. 10 (G.  G's,  rnii i~~tr).  
""~~lrter S1.om Caul.t No. 44 or 1898. 
* Gait's "History of Assam". 



by the Court of DirectorsPs The tribute of Rs. 60,000 demanded 
h m  Purandar Singh was regarded as "too high" even by the Court 
of  director^.^' It is a pity that the Cnlcutta authorities who took 
long seven years to restore Central Assam to an Assamese Prince 
did not take more than twelve months to reverse their decision. 

@Q Letter horn COW NO. .17 of 1897. 
70 Letter from COW No. 18 of 1838. 



We have seen liow Go\rinclarii111, aidccl Ly tlie Ri-inis of the Itlie 
Govintlu Chundra, continued Lo give troubles to Tulkkm even alter 
the dea t11 of Govirida Chn~ltlra in ol)c\tlienc.e to a st3c.rel untlcrstand- 
irig arrivecl a t  between hirn ant1 the late liaju. With Uhnra~~ i~ur  
as his bnse OF operatio11 Govindaralii nrade a seColrd irruption illto 
Tuliirfin1'3: country in the sunirller of 1830 inirneclia tely after the 
death of Govinda Chandra. His third nttnck was Inunched il l  

October 1831. Tullrfim was practically cleprived of the wester11 
part of his kingdom by his "rascally cousin". The people of Central 
C a c h ~ r  knew no peace. They were ground dowri alternately by the 
contencling chiefs, Tuldr5m and Govii1dar:Gm. The latter, drawing 
supplies of arms and ammunition from the Rapis, began to erect 
stockades a t  strategic points on the hills of Central Cachar. 
Goviadarim hatl under his command four hundred inen, fifty of 
\vhom were armed with muskets.' Central Cachar n.r~s oil the verge 
of cornpletc ruin. 

July, 1832. At this juncture, C:~ptain Fisher, who was in charge of the 
Cachar plains, intervened on behalf of Tuiiiriinl, w11o according to 
hill1 appeared to be oil the defensive and as such nTils entitled to be 
restored to his lost possessions accordilig to  the ternis of the treaty 
of August 1 6 8 9 . T u l 5 r i i m  and Govindar?im were much alike in 
their persotla1 character. Both were tyrannical, oppressive and 
treacherous. Both n.ere products of a palace revolutio~i. But of 
tlie t\l7o, Tulir~111 appeared to Captain Fisher somenrl!at better 
l)ecause he was more tractable, zncl was prepared to acquiesce in any 
~rrangenient that \i-ould give hini a respectc~ble set ilcmcnt ." 

Captain 1:islicr suggested a nu~uher of remedies to bring about 
a complete cessation of hostilities. His f is t  suggestion was that 
Govinclariim, D~lrgiichi~ran nncl others, who had acted in the first 
instance without any provocation from Tuliiriirn, sliould be imme- 
diately removed from the service of the widowed Rinis and detained 
a t  some place far away from Cachnr. He suggested secondly, that 

Y. C. 1899, August 40, No. 91, 
2 Ibid. 

P. C .  1834, Julie 18, No. 1, 



the i t i a i a  should ilersuadcd to reside near hiru (Fishcr) 
tJle gual.diansliip of l'iiri~ati Singh, brother of the senior fini; His 
fulllier suggestioll tllltl TuliirL?ul sliould a t  tlie sanle time be 
prided with fifty nlurkets aild a sum of olle thousand rupees to 
~nuble him LO retain the l~ussesaion of the western half of his kingdom 
horn foreign aggression. He also 5uggestc.d n ilurnber of measures 
lor the better administration of tlie reventrcs of liill Cachar. * b ~ y  
these advalltageous arrangements" Captail1 Pisher aimed at 
rendering T u l i d m  a useful ally in the went  uf any future war and 
suggested that in glace of tribute, hc should be bound to  supply 
coolies and pioneers. 

Mr. Kobcrtsoii, wl~o was Age111 on t l ~ e  ilortli cast frontier a t  
that tiiiie, had no objection to p1;rcing the &inis ulldcr the super- J J ~ 4 y *  

1839. vision of their o\rn relative. But wit11 great hesitiition he 
approved of the first suggestion of Captaiii Fisher, because 
depriving those persolis of co~isiderable rank and influence of their 
liberty merely upon suspicion of their having acted in a hostile 
maillier towards a dependent chief appeared to liim not very fair4. 

When the suggestioi~s of Captain Fisher were forwarded to  
the Supreme Government, tlicy no doubt approved of the nleasures 
adopted with regard to Govindal.iin1, Durg&cliaran and the 
&nis, because as successor to the late Raja Govirida Cliandra they 
were pledged iiot to allow its subjects to molest Tullr5in in his hill 
possessions, but they questioned Fisher's right of intel-ference on 
behalf of TuL%riim. They poiiited out that by the treaty of 1829, 
the British Governinent had guaranteed to  Tuliiriinl nothing 
further than that  he should not be molested by the late Raja 
Govinda Chai~dra in his hill territory. The Calcutta authorities 
held that he had no claim on the British Government for protection 
and support against any other individual who might dispute with AugustlaSf 
him the right to that  tract. Under such circumstances the Supreme 
Government instructed him not to interfere on grounds of expediency 
in the intcstiile dissensions which might prevail in that tract.6 

Under the terms of the old treaty Tubriim was strictly speak- 
ing not a dependent of the . British Government entitled to the 
protection of the latter in case of aggressious by n thirct p w e r .  
BY the arrnllgement of 1840, the Company n7us orlly bound to 

protect him from any attack made by Raja Govinda Chandm. 
So Captain Fisher proposed the conclusion of a new treaty 1.4 

with Tu15rgm by \\.hich the latter was to beconle a direct tribu- 1839 

P. C .  1832, A u g u ~ , ~  40, No. 94. 
". C .  1832, August 20, No. 95. 
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tary of the British Government and also reconlmended assignment 
of a small force to him for the protection of himself and his country 
against aggressiol~s by independent powers such as the W@~,~ I  
This proposal of Captain Fisher was strongly supported by the 

Augel, Agent.7 But  the Supreme Gover~lment turned i t  dowll as it 
'1839 appeared unnecessary to then1 to enter into any fresh engagement 

with Tuliirim. The earlier proposal of Captain Fisher regarding the 
supply of arms and money t o  Tullriim or posting of a small force 
in any part of Tul~riiin's country was also negatived by the Supreme 
Government. The Supreme Authorities stated, "No reason exists 
for burdening ourselves with any expense whatsoever for the purpose 
of maintaining the authority of TodiirBm", and aptly remarked, 
"what he cannot keep in order by his own means he ought to 
relinquish".e 

We find from the records that  though Tukriim had no direct 

Sept 17, help from the British Government as desired by his well-wisher 
1833 Captain Fisher, the local &cers adoptcd all possible means they 

were capable of taking under the old treaty provision, to save his 
territory from further molestations and he was firmly seated in his 
government. But Tukram deserved no such help. Just at this 
stage when things were brightening up for him, he commit- 
ted acts of treachery and brutality which not only cost h ih  the 
good will of the Paramount Power but also deprived him of a good 
part of his kingdom. 

Tulgriim made a swift descent towards the end of September 
1833 upon the district of Dharampur, which was under the 
management of a native officer appointed by the British Govern- 
ment, and aft.er burning four or five villages, carried away several 
individuals, two of whom, namely Songrim and Mathur, were 
murdered in the jungles. These diabolical murders were committed 
by agents of Tulgrkm and under his own immediate personal direc- 

Sept 90, 
1832 

tion and order. The murdered met1 who were British subjects, were 
reported to have given Tul&fiin great offence. 

When this ghastly news was conveyed to the Agent he issued 
immediate orders for the apprehension of Tulgrgm, whom he 
declared to  be the leader of a gang of lawless marauders liable to 
the severest punishment. On the 3rd October, Tullir8m 
arrested by Captain Fisher and sent down to the Magistrate of 

' Sylhet to stand his trial.0 As Tulbrgm was an independent bill 

6 P. C. 1832, September 17, No. W6. 7 ~bicl .  
P. C. 1833, September, 17, No. 197. 
P. C. 1833, October 90, No. 13%. 
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not liable t o  be  tried by a British magistrate, the Supreme 
Government disapproved of the  decision and instructed the Agent 
lo withdraw all proceedings against him. T ~ l l i f i ~ ~ ' ~  name \\ras 

\vithdrawn from the  calendar of criminals. The 
Csleutta authorities further instructed him to hold an enquirr 
into the matter a s  the Agent to  the  Go\~ernor-Ge1leral in Ms 
political capacitjr.l0 T h e  action of Mr. Robertson \vitll regard to 
the arrest of TuliiGm was also severely criticised hy the Court of 
Directors who held, "it was ill-judged in Mr.  Robertsoll to  
Toolir3m to b e  tried for murder a t  Go\vhatty. is llot amellable 
to any laws admirlistered by us"." 

The enquiry condr~cted by the Agent ~*c~rcaled that the nleii 
who were put t o  cleath did actually belong to  \rillages withill 
Tukriim's jurisdiction and tha t  the spot on \vhich they \\.ere done 
to death was also in his undisputed possession. I t  \ ~ a s  also found 
that thc murdered men committed gross and unpro\?oked outrages 
against Tulhr51n and the Agent \\?as fully convinced that  the 
latter did not co~itemplatc coln~nitting any offence rlgain*t 
the British Go\~~erninent.  So Tuliliiin \!?as set at liberty on the 
murder charge,'* b u t  as  the  aggression \Tra s committed in viola tion 
of the condition of the  treaty of 1849, i t  was punishr~l>le hy forfeiture 
of his possessions.13 T h e  British Government, ho\wver, had no 
mind to resume the  wliole of his territory. They resolved to  occupy 
o~ily the Central portion of Cachar i.e. the \vestern part of hi3 
dominion, including Dharampur, which had beer) the hone of con- 
tention between Tul i rgm and &vindai%m during the pl.e\lious two 
years. This division of Cachar was also of value to  the ~ r i t i s h .  I t  
mas the  meeting ground of four principalities, namely. Assanl. 

Sglhet, the KhZsi hills and hfanipur.14 
With a t o  ascertaining the wishes of the inhal~itaots of 

the tract in question regarding its proposed tmnsfcr. the Agent 
despatched Captain Fisher and Jenkins on tour. TLey found the ~ ~ ~ 5 .  

hillmen decidedly averse to  the  rule of Tuldrim and tllcy all ex- lass 
pressed their desire t o  come l1nder British ad~iiinistl.ntioll.'~ 
Accordingly Central Cachnr was annexed 1 ) ~  tile I3riti.h Go\'erll- 
ment and a llew treaty ass concluded with TlllirAm ~ - 1 l i ~ h  

lo P. C. 1833, Odober 29, No. 133. 
l1 Letters from the Court of Diwrlors NO. 14 of 1894. 

l3 P. C. 1834, July 31, NO. 22A. 
l3 Ldters from the Court of Directors No. 14 of 11894. 
l4 6. G's Minute on Cachar dated tihe 20th March 1893. 
l6 P. C. 1835, May 30. No. 100. 
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wils allowed to retain o11ly the eastern portiou of llill Cachnr. He 
N O V S .  agreed to pay a uominal tribute of four pairs of elepllalltls tubka 
I 1334 each weighing 70 Ibs in token of subjectioll wllich later on \\,as 

com~nuted to u cash payment of lls. 4YOi-. 011  tlie other 1 1 ; ~ ~ ~ ~  llC 
was given a pension of Hs. D O / -  per nionth. He was llot givell the 
title of Raja. His other powers \I1ere also greatly rcc l~ced .~~;  rr~ltlb 
Celitral Cacl~ar came u~ider Uritisli admiuistration and pence st 
last dawned on the unhappy tract. Govilidariinl and I ) u r g ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
were also awarded pensions. But they were directed to live ill 
south Cachar i.c. in the Cachar plains. 

Uait does liot mention this importallt treaty of 1834 wrhich 
divcsted Tuliriim of the western half of his hilly kingdonl. Gait 
writes "Tool516n~ laid claim to thc vacant Raj, alleging that he \vas 
thc descend:int of the ancient line of priuces, but his prclensions 
were suruniarily rejected. IIc was, however, confirmed in the 
possession of the grcater part of the tract assigned lo hi111 by Govintla 
Cl~undcr. He ngrecd to  pay a tribute of four elephants tusks"." 
\ jTe havc setm that after the death of Govindii Chnntlra, 1~11en the 
Cacl~ar plains were annexed by the British Govcinniclit in 1832, 
a settle~nent was made with Tultir5m by which he was siin1)ly con- 
firmed in the possession of the tract assigiied to  him 1)y (;o\~ii~da 
Chaudrrt by the treaty of 1820. No part of his kingdorn was takol 
away a t  that time. He had to surrender the western hill[ of his 
kingdo111 in 1834 under the circ.umstances mentioned above. Gait 
mentions the trcaty conditions of lS34 as binding on Tullir'511l in 
1838, when actually no such treaty ~ v a s  concluded and no mutila- 
tion of his territory took place. 

10 Letter from Court No. 34, lS36. 
* Gait "History of Assam," Page 306. 
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'l'he Bar Sentlpati, the chief of the Illitaks, entered into a11 
eligagement wit11 Mr. Scott in hiay 11326 as lnentiolled earlier, 
wherel~y he acknowledged the supremacy of the British Govern- 
ment nnrl agreed to furnish the Pnrnlnouot Power with a colltingerlt 
of YO0 piiiks in time of war as well as ill tirne of peace. No tribute 
\\cs lionever clemiinded frorn him. To check the flow of c.migr~nt ,  
illto the kingdom of the Bar Seniipnti fl-on~ Upper Assan], an  officer 
was ~naintained a t  his capital who \vas cml~owered to collect poll 
taxes from the absconding psiiks on behalf of the British Govenl- 
~uent. Ei*erything passed off smoothly and nothing marred the 
friendly reliltion that existed between the Vnssal and the Parunlount 
Power. At the time of the Singpllo Insurrection, however, the 
fidelity of the Bar Sendpati was doubted by the local officers, but 
his repeated offer of help to tlle British Governnlent proved beyond 
doubt t h a t  the old chieftain was decidedly faithful to his engngc- 
rnents and finally convirlced Mr. White of the sincerity of hi* 
p11rpose.' 

The old arrangement continued until the yenr 18:J:i \vheu 
Upper Assan1 was transferred to ~ u r n n d a r  Singh. The post of tllr 
British official stationed a t  Rongagors was aibolilslled Inter. \Ye 
have secn before that the request of Purandar Singh to retain t h ~ t  
officer to collect poll taxes on his behalf was not acceded to hg t l ~ e  
British Government,%either did they accept the propos~l of Mr. 
White to demand a proportionate assessment from the Bar YcnB- 
pnti to stop the emigrntion of pfiiks from the Raja's territory. 
But in the year 1836 an innovation was introduced and the Bnr 
8enipati was :isked to make a payment of Rs. 1800/- per annun1 
in lieu of the service of pgiks3 \vho consequently ceased to perfor~u 
duties for the Paramount Power. 

From the time of Mr. Robertson, however, attempts were 
being llnde to levy a general tribute from the Bar So~ ipn t i .  But 
the Suplaerne Government was averse to levying any tribatc from 
his kingdool. 35 they prized the f r i ends l~ i~  of these wild chiefs and 1854. 

1898, April ,18, Nos. 5663. 
:! Letter to Court No. I4  of 1896. 
3. Foreign Depar~plent 1899, April i8, NO. 66 
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in their opinion nothing was more calculated to alierlate their 
affection than the imposition of a tax which might press heavily ou 
them.' So the matter was dropped until the questioll was reopened 
by Mr. Jenkins in 1836. At first Mr. Jenkin's proposal received no 
better hearing than that of his predecessor. But he ,lever 
abandoned the idea of assessing the Bar Sediipati's country and 
always kept the mutter in view. 111 the year 1838, with the ulterior 
motive of imposing a tribute, Mr. Jenkins deputed Mr. White to 
the Bar Seniipati's dominion to study the internal condition obtuin- 
ing there. The Bar Seruiipati was a t  that time far advanced in 
years. His seven grown np sons had been assigried one district each 
to rule and the old Inan exercised a sort of genercil superintendence 
over them.h 

Mr. White fourid RIitak well cultivated arid prosperous. He 
did not deem it prudent to attempt an assessment during 
the lifetime of the Bar Senipati. He reconllnended to the Supreme 

Namhl898.Governn~ent that in the event of the decease of this chieftain, his 
sons should be retained in the management of the respective divi- 
sions allotted to them on agreeing to  pay to the British Govern- 
ment one half of the revenue realised by tllem? This suggestion of 
1Mr. White, which seemed to be quite fair and equitable to the 
Agent (Mr. Jenkins), was not accepted by the Calcutta authorities 
who were not prepared to decide during the lifetime of the Bar 

April 1898. 
Seniipati what arrangements should be made for the territory of 
the Nl,2tak chief in the event of his death. They were quite satis- 
fied to learn that "the Burra Senapattee had by his liberal adminis- 
tration contributed so essentially to promote the pros- 
perity of the country under his 

Towards the end of 1838, the Bar Senapati, whose health was 
rapidly declining, made a new arrangement regarding the adminis- 
tration of his territory. He  appointed his third son, Maju Gohain 
whom he found to be the most capable manager of state affairs. 
This arrangement was agreed to by his eldest and other sons and 
also by the khelda7.s and other prominent men of the realm. When 
the matter was referred to the British Government by the 
SenZipati for approval, they sanctioned it as a provisional measure 
during the life time of the aged chieftain. The Government was 

4 .  Letter to  Court No. $2 o# 1848, &i4uary 16. P. C. 1899, ~ecernber 191 N@J 
k t  Q ea. 

6. Forelm W99, April 18, Nos. 6647 .  
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not   re pared to recognise in the Bar Senhyati a of disilheritbg 
his other sons or of nlakil~g any permanent Rssignnlent without 
reference to them.& 

111 the early part of January 1859, tile Bar SeMpati breadled 
his last. 011 the recc.il,t of this information, Major White moved 
illto his territory R I I ~  arrived a t  Hongagorii, tile capital, 011 the 
20th January. He Hias well received I,y the Bar Gohain and &ju 
Gohain, nonlinateti heid of the State. He found the coul~try quite 
tranquil and the non~ination of the third son by the deceased chief 
as the head of the territory recognised by all. Even the Bar Gohain 
who was most afl'ected by the decision of his father expressed in an 
open Durbar his entire resignation to the will of the deceased chief. 
Even in the course of a. long private corlserv~tion with him the 
eldest brother expressed the same sentinler~t of devotion to  his 
father's will. So Major White hacl no other alternative than to 
attend to the wish of the deceased and of his family. 

He approved of the nomination of the Miiju Gohain as the head 
of thq kingdom with the title of the Bar Sengpati a114 with 
the same powers as those of his father though he felt that the 
tlirect introduction of British rule would have been the most 
advantageous to the interests of the British Government and 
to that of the country, as thereby one uniform law and one systern 
of administration would have been introduced throughout Assam. 
But as the territory was not likely to cover the expenses of the 
costly British administration and as the Mo&~~Gi.r&s, an independent 
tribe, accustomed to a very light assessment, were not to submit 
to a heavier rate of taxation such as British occupation would have 
entailed, he shrank from announcing so drastic a step a t  that time. 
The political considerations influenced his decision not a little. 
Though the fear of Burmese invasion had been receding into the 
background, the dread of a Shan incursion jr-as still troubling the 
British Government, and in the event of a possible incursion, the 

aid or even the neutrality of the warllike tribes on the frontier was 
a prize not t o  be easily set aside. So Mr. White thought i t  inexpe- 
dient to  adopt any step which might drive the Mfitnk chief to 
the enemy camp: he accepted the Miiju Gohain as head of the 
state in deference to t h e  wishes of the P W P ~ ~  as re- 
ferred to above? 

But when he annorlnced to the assembly of the JGtak chiefs 
the price of his approval i.e. that  M R ~ U  Gohain should Pay 

e .  P. C. '1838, October 31, hTm. 84-86, 
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annual sum of Rs. 10,UOU as tribute the proroposal wu most 
strenuously opposed not o~rly by the i\I,iiju Gohaill but  also by th, 
eldest son of the cleceilsed chief ant1 othcr ~ l o t a b l c ~  of the reallll. 
The principal grounds of objection as i~tl \r i l~l~rtl  by tlleIll apyearp,( 
to be quite j~~tlicious to Mr. White. They poillted out that 
the ptwplc welac :iccustonied to light nssessllierlt itrid there existed 
a spirit of eqnulity in the conlmtrnity ant1 as sucli, the t\sseIIlb]ed 
chiefs apprcllended that their c o ~ ~ n t r y n ~ e n  would not brook the 
employ~iient of a force \vliich wonl(l he Iiecessav to realisr the heavy 
exaction from them. The other two propositions of Mr. ]Vhite 
regarding the setting aside of the \vaste lands for the 
of tea and the appointment. of a Britis11 officer for the adjudication 
of disputes arising between the Mo:lmiiriiis ant1 the European ten 

planters the Maju Gohaill was perfectly willing to agree to. Th(1 
princes however finally informed b1njor White that  after performing 
the Sradh Ceremony of their father, they wolrld ascertain the number 
of Wiks  and would lct him know the amount of contribution they 
\vould he in a position to pay. 

Under the circumstances, Major White told them that he 
\vould not be in a position to recommend the arrangement made by 
the late Bar Seniipati but would simply leave the matter to 
the discretion of the Supreme Government and then he left for his 
headquarters. But  though he told them to their face that he 
would not approve of the arrangement made by their father, Major 
White, while forwarding the report of his enquiry to the Supreme 
Government, recommerlded the reten tion of the existing arrange- 
ment. He  thought it expedient to recognize the claim of the 
MIiiju Gohain, "for, if a rupture takes place with Burma. and Assam 
is invaded, we shall in great measure depend upon Muttock for the 
two main sinews of war - provisions and  coolie^".^" 

Sometime after this Major White fell a victim to the I<h%mti 
Janu, 1839 Insurrection and Captain Vetch was appointed political Officer of 
May, 1839 Upper Assam. During the time of the Kh.;tmti Insurrection, a great 

service was rendered to the British Government by the eldest son 
of the late Bar Senspati. His timely arrival with a number of 
soldiers greatly eased the situation. Mr. Jenkins called upon 
Captain Vetch to  express his scntinlents on the point a t  issue. 
Captain Vetch informed the Agent that  the inlpositioll of the sum 
of Rs. 10,000 as tribute would lead to disaffection among the 
a t a k  chiefs which had already becn manifested by the refusal on 

lo. Ibid. 



the part of tile Maju Gohain to  supply c ~ o l i t . ~  as dcnlalldrd by hfr. 
~IHIII IH,  the officiating Political Agent. 

111 truth the  alliallce of Mug 1846 v a s  nearillg thin and there 
\ \as  gl.owing coldllcss on the part of tllr &Gtak  chiefs. & captain 
\ r ~ t ~ h  proposed that  in fairness to all  l!artic.s, n fse,h census should 

talit.11 i111d on the basis of the 1 1  e i l  by 
Scott, the Mliju %hain should bind himself to st~ljl,lv t \ ! ~ ~ - t h i ~ d ~  
of the piilia, who \vould either ulpldy labour ill tile Paramowt 
Power 01. commute their pe~*sonal service into :j nlonejr payment. 

other respects he found himself in f u l l  agreement \rith what 
M'hitc had recommended. Captain Vetch con~munica td  these 
proposals to  2l6ijti Gohain who had been invited to nleet him. ' I-Ie 
accepted the main proposal of Captain Vetch, 1,ut with regard to 
[he ruggestion tha t  thc survey party should be acconlpanied by a 
few co~~lpanies of sepoys to  overawe all attempts at  opposition a t  
the time of the  census, the h G j u  Gohain begged that  the survey 
work shculd be carried through quietly, urithont the presence of a 
strong military force.ll 

Mr. Jenkins found the sl~ggestions of Captain Vetch quite judi- 
ciolls and equitable though he feared that  under the proposed 
armne;ement "the resourcss of a large portion of the country would 
be lost to 'us and Maju Gohain would Fe the first to rise against 
us if he can establish a firm allthority".12 The Supreme Govern- 
ment approved of the suggestions pnt  forward by Captain Vetch 
and instructed the  Agent to enter into an a r ran~ement  with 
the nfli&ju Gohain on the lines laid down by the Political Aqcnt. 
It seemed that  the  vexed R!To5m%.i,? tangle was on the wav to 
settlement bu t  the  Supreme Governmolt a t  this stage added 
two seemingly innocent corollaries which prevented the solution of 

the Md?im?irit% problem. 
The upper part of the Bar Senspati's doininion known es 

"MoranW jvaS eYclll~iveIy inhabited by the  MokGriHs ~ h o ,  it 
reported $0 the C a l a r t t ~  Counc;l. were averse to the  rule of the 
Bar Senspeti's family because their religious tepetr and nrnctices 
differed from those practised by the members of the ruling famil''. 
The inhphitslnts of lower M5tak urcre mainly composed of the 
refilgee Assameke piiks.  So the Supreme florcmnlent insisted on 
the separation of the  former tract froin the rest of the MGtak 
country to  be by  the Mc?itl Gohain. and f ~ t h e r  made 
a fresh demand tha t  all jungle tracts of tile Countllr along with waste 

l1. h id .  
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lands should be placed i t t  the disposal of the East Indiu Comyally,l~ 
Captain Jellkins iristructcd Captain Vetoh to  proqeed to 

Rungagor6 and effect a settlenici~t of the district with the Mgju 
Gohain on the basis of the terms fixed by the Calcutta autllorities 
and, in case of a breakdown of tlie negotiations, Captain Vetch 
also authorised to take possession of the country. Captain Vetch 
feared that the Mitju Gohain and his other brothers would not 
accept any arrnngernent that would not include Upper Rloriin. so 
he requested Captain Jenkins to irlnke arrangement for the posting 
of soldiers along the frontier posts of the Mbtak district with a view 
to securing a peaceable occupation of the country in case of 

Nov, 1830 refusal.14 
Precautionary measures were taken and on the 12th November 

1830, Captain Vetch escorted by YO0 men of the Assam Light In. 
fantry and 150 recruits of Upper Assnm Sihbandi left for the capital 
of Mdtak through upper Rl014An. He found the country side well 
cultivated. The cl~ltivation of cotton, sugarcane and Mugi he found 
in abundance. The men who grew these crops interested him no 
less. Their physical features impressed him and Captain Vetch 
found in them the making of admirable soldiers and thought of 
forming a company out of them for warfare on the frontier. The 
sides of the Dib1-u river he passed through, appeared to him well 
adapted for the cultivation of tea. I n  due time he reached the head 
quarters of Upper RIorfi11 where he was waited upon by the Gohain 
and other respectable men and heads of the vil!ages. I t  is reported 
that  all expressed their desire rlot to be placed under the control 
of the Bar Senlipati's family. Their grievances appeared to Captain 
Vetch of little importance. They did not complain of any mal- 
treatment a t  the hands of the Bar SenGpati or his sons. Their 
main grievance wras that as they were the followers of Vishnu they 
desired not to  he ruled by men holding different religious tenets. It 

is evident that  the sectarian spil-it m~nifested bv their forefathers 
in the early seventies of the 18th century had not died down. 

Captain Vetch, however, did not acounint them with the views of 
the Slipreme Gbvernment but told them to send a denutation to  
RancapodB where they would he informed what trrms wollld be 
offered to  the M'iiu Gohain and then left for his destination?" 

He arrived a t  Ran~agorl,?. and before an assemhlacre composed 
of the heads of village.; and Khels, announced the new 

1s. P. C. 1899. A u ~ R ~  14, NO. 108. 
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term to the Gohah  brothers. The proposal for the sewration of 
MolCi~l was s t ~ l l &  opposed by the parties present and they 
declared with one voice that if Upper Modn was they 
would not undertake the nlanageu~ent of the coulltry. '1he con- 
ference was postponed until the following day when the Gohain 
brothers met Captain Vetch again and voiced their protest against 
the delnalid for the hallding over of unoccupied juugles to the 
British Government and requested him to  nlodiry his demands. 
Captain Vetch was adamant. He made the offer next to the solis 
of the late Bar Seniipati individually. They all declined the offm 
and finding that  there was no other chance of coming to terms 

NO\., 1WB Captain Vetch issued a proclamatioli announcing the tlssumptio~i of 
the direct management of the country by the East India Company, 
It was annexed to  the Lakhimpur district .'"he country accepted 
the decision with apparent calmness.17 

It is needless to say that the Supreme Governlne~~t approved of 
the arrangement made by Captain Vetch and instructed Captain 
Jenkins to make suitable provision for the nlaintenance of the Bar 
Seriiipati's family. The Bar Seniipati had left no less than 10 sons, 
5 daughters, 3 widows, a brother and a number of dependants and 
it was proposed to give away one-third of the revenue (estimated 
at Rs. 15,000/-) of the country by way of pension. But nothing 
was done towards the settlement of these pensions as not only the 
Gohain brothers objected to  the payment in cash, but the sum to be 
allotted was even regarded as inadequate by the local officers and April, 1tj.w 

they suggested a number of alternative pension schemes.18 
In the meantime reports were pouring in to the effect that the 

people of BIiitak had been intriguing with the frontier tribes and May, 1840 

preparing to rise in revolt a ~ a i n s t  the British Government under the 
leadership of their disgruntled chiefs. As R precautionary measure, 
two companies of the 36th Regirncnt were recalled from Upper 
Assam and three most influential sons of the late chief were brought 
down to  Gauhxti as hostages for the good behaviour of the familv.lD 

As it was found impolitic to delay further the settlement of the 
 ensi ion question. steps were taken for its early settlement. The Rar 
S e ~ p a t i ' s  family consisted of a large number of mmlhers. so captain 
Jenkins that out of one-third of the land relrenlle. of 
his sons-should be paid partly in cash and partly in l:~nas. rind 

lo p. C. 1899, Decembel* 86. NO. 7'5 
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further suggested that  they should be given from 1000 to 1500 acres 
of land so that each niight be 111-ovidecl with ample estates. With 
thesc arrangements, the thret: Gohain brotllcrs clctai~ied a t  Guuhati 
seemed to be satisfietl."' But \\'hen they rcturncd home for con- 

D~F. 1840 sultation, tlicy denitliide~l as  btbforc> that one-third of the c o ~ ~ ~ i t r y  
should bc hn~ided o\7er to them in one compact division in lieu of 
the proposed ~~ens ions .  As this, the Agclit feared, would only 
strengthen their 1,osition arid interfere with the ntl~ni~iistration of 
the rcst of the  country, he did not comply with their demand. 
Tiiercon the Gohnin brothers tried to stir II~:, rebellion and began 
to iricitc the neigbouring chiefs to  join them. Captain Jenltins, with 
;t view to putting a stop to these rebellious activities of the  sons of 
the Bar Serid,pati orice and for all, removed them to Bishwanath in 
lower Assall1 along with some of their principal advisers. They were 
allotted a settlement ncnr the British cantonment :incl they werc 
given pensions wholly in cash as originally proposed." Thus ended 
the domination of the Rar Senl?.pati's family over the M5tak territory. 

Was the  resumption of the hratak country a t  all justifiable in 
the  light of the facts brought to our notice? I n  this case a t  least 
thcre was no charge of mis-government, exactions or incapacity. 
Rather the liberal and efficient administration of the country bv the 
Bar Senhpati and his family, which bestowecl peace and prosperity 
on the land under their manaqement. had been approved by the 
Supreme Government. and they were averse to  the imposition of 
any tribute on the B H ~  SenGpati from the very beginning. But we 
E:~ve seen that  the local officers were equallv bent on levyinp taxes 
upon this district and they proceeded on the assumption that the 
nr'ran~enierlt arrived a t  b>7 Scott with the  Bar Senlapati was a provi- 
sional m e  to 1:tct dl,rinp the lifetime of the Sen~iipati only. avd that 
tho latter. nq a wssal. nl id the si!bstant;2l s l ~ m  of Rs. 19,000/- bp 
\va,v of t r ih l~ te  to the Khom Rajas. 

?'he last ~issr~mpiion had no basis in fnct. It was denied by the 
Bar SenlG~ati Ilimself who only paid to his Pnrarnonnt Power a 
noll~inal tax consisting of ivorv r,nd b!11g?i  fill^,*^ and secondly. a 
coilntry which had been so lightly iaxcd since its inception could not 
Fcnr the burden of such a hr!ge slim of money by  way of tribute. 
Comivg to the first a ss~~mpt ion  that  the K~hulintwi~mri referred to 
above was bu t  a provisicna1 one. liab!e to  revision after the death qf 
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the first lessee, we find no such condition attached to it. I n  fact 
ufter the treaty of Yalidabo, a series of engagements was entered 
into by Scott with the Eastern Chiefs on behalf of the East India 
Company and none of them* was deemed to be provisional.+ On the 
basis of Scott's assessment the Company had a right to insist 011 a fresh 
census and valuation but they had no moral or legal right to affix any 
new conditions calculated to affect the very ex~stence of the state. 
When the attempt was mnide by Mr. Rol>ertson for the first tinw to 
impose a tribute on the Bar Sen'bpati, the move was also disapproved 
by the Court of Directors who rightly remarked, "The advantage of 
having a well affected power however insignificullt in ithelf is too 
great to be put in peril for the merc pecuniar). gain".':' .\ntI whvn 
again a second attempt was made by Captain Jenkins, the next 
Agent to assess the M5tak country, the attempt was not approved of 
by them and the Court of Directors again obser\red, "The utmost 
amount of tribute which the Burra Senaputtee could be cxl~ccted to 
pay would not exceed Rs. 1,000/- per annum". His country was 

reported to  then1 "to be under light assess~llelit a t  present and to be 
in consequence well cultivated and prosperous". So t h y  thought 
that it  would be very improper for the sake of so trifling an nlnount 
to end this state of affairs." Unfortunately an end c.as put to this 
state of things by their subordinates for which there was no strong 
justification. J 

" Even the Cov?rmr-Genemi Lord 1)ulllousie adnlitted in the course of lris 
minute dated the 6th Marcll, 1853 t l ~ t  these urrw n d  pro\-Isio~lal arrang~rnellh 

" "Leer from Court No. 44 of 1835. 
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I t  has bee11 nlc.i~tiolied earlier t l l ~ t  bcott C ' I I L C ' I ' C ' ~  ~ I I ~ O  

arra~lgenlrnt with the bad~yki lihawa Gol~ui~ i  111 1 8 X G  s11111iar to Illat 
made \ V I L ~  the Bar Se~L;lpatl. 'I'lie ilitercourse w ~ t h  the kllarrltis \vus 
carried on by the b r ~ t ~ s h  Gpvernnieiit tlllwugl~ a lliltlve officPP 
stat~onecl a t  the headquarters of the Khhmti Chief. 'I he I C l ~ a ~ ~ t i ~  
proved valuable allies to the S~'itisli in the year 1630 \vlien the 
Singphos aided by their brethren beyond 11iade n deternii~~ed attack 
on the eastern part of Assam. Everything went on smoothly ur~til 
the death of the Sadiyii IChawa Gohain which took place early in 1895. 
His eldest son who succeeded him as Sadiyt;t 1Cllawa Gohain wns a 
man of great intellectual powers. Though it Buddhist, he was well 
acquainted with Bengali and the doctrines of the Hindu religion. 
But he was reported to  be a notorious intriguer1 and he entered into 
a dispute with the Xillf~tak chief over a piece of land over which both 
of them asserted claims. Captain White, Political Agent stationed 
a t  Sadiyk, called upon the quarrelling chieftains to refer the matter 
to him. 

But the Sadiyfi Khawh Gohain defied the instructions of the 
political Officer and took forcible possession of the land under dis- 
pute. The matter was referred to  the Agent (Mr. Jenkins) who 
agreeing with the line of action as recommended by Mr. White, at 
f i s t  suspended the recalcitrant chief and finally removed him from 
office and brought the whole tract under direct British occupation.2 
Though, as regards the internal arrangement, the K h m t i s  were left 
as before under their own chiefs, the Assnmese who formed two- 
thirds of the population'of this region i ~ n d  had been reduced to a 
state of slavery by the Khiiimtis were declared free. And for revenue 
and judicial purposes they were placed under the direct control of a 
British officer. The Assamese were taxed a t  the rate of Re. 1/- per 
head in lieu of their personal service. This measure was approved 
of by the Court of Directors who simply remarked that the local 
officials in assessing the Khiimtis ought to  have ~roceeded with more 
caution and con~ideration.~ 

These innovations produced a marked change in the attitude of 

1 Foreign h p t .  1834, April 18, No. 68. 
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the Klldlnti Chiefs, l(ha\vh Gohain, 'l'aoa Gohain, Ruuu ~ ~ h ~ i ~  Ylld 
Captail1 (hhaill ~ 1 1 0  could not tolerate the loss of the 
slaves - their 0111~ source of wealth. Aljprehrnsioll of further taxa- 
tion began to haunt their rnincl(h and they to show signs of 

g ~ w i o g  dis~flertion towards the Yaranlount pu\r.el\ al,d j&ia ww 
particularly n~anifested on the occasioll of t]lc latterVs collnict with 
the D5~ffB Gaum (one of the Singpho clliel) when these disgruntled lm 

Khimti Chiefs prevented him from coming to terms with the Britisll 
~ ~ v e r l l n l e n t . ~  Fearing further troubles, the Agent ~nem~ved the 
Khawi Gohain to a station out of reach of intrigues.- And with the 
intention of creating a division of interest, an attempt Ivas nlade to 
appoint Captain Gohain to the Intelligence Departme~lt, but as he 
was shallow in intellect and did not possess requisite energy, the 
attempt was given up. 

All of a sudden the K h m t i  chiefs began to indicate 
a disposition to reconcila themselves to their new lot. Taoa 
Gohain began to learn English and even the ex-Khawli Gohain sent 
his son to an English Schoolti \That was mare important, some of 
these chiefs rendered a valuable service to the British Government 
by helping them against the formidable Singpho outbreak which took 
place in 1835. The service rendered uras so valuable that the British 
Government reciprocated the offer not only by rewarding the chiefs 1895 

with handsome presents but also by permitting the ex-Khawii Gohain 
to return to  SadiyL and live amongst his brethren as b e f ~ r e . ~  

The Khiimti Chiefs seemed satisfied. But they \yere not really 
pacified. Their apparent calmness \$?as n lull before the storm. The 
first indication of the approaching storrn was heard as early as 1837. 
In April 1837, serious apprehensions of a revolt were entertained by 
the European officers stationed a t  Sadiyl. Rumours \Irere afloat that 
the Klzl&rnti Chiefs had been engaged in a traitorous correspondence 
with the Burmese with the Diiffli The military establish- 
ments a t  SadijrZ were strengthened and measures \Irere kept ready to  
remove Taoa Gohain and the ex-Khan4 Gohnin to Bish\tranRtll. 
But the rumours of the intended insurrection died rtmay. though the 
bogey of a Burmese invasion haunted the minds of the local Britis1' 
officials for some months more? 
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But  suddenly in 1839 wheli e \ reryt l~i~ig  seeriled to 1,e c.alnl 
quiet, the storm most unexpectedly 1)itrsl out - the l i k ~ ~ ~ t i ~  
struck. On the 28th January 1839, thc lildiinilis, Iccl t ~ y  their chic.fs, 
made u sudden uiid swift tlescclit 11poli Siltliyi. l'lle wllole reg;- 
ment was wiped out. ICIi~jor W111tc l~irnself f c h l l  in liic action. 'rhc. 
whole of the barracks, iiiclutfing the nli1ital.y shed \vllich colitai~ied 
guns and aaliiiunition \\'ilS burnt to t lle gro1111d. h'ledical stores 
were also destroyed. '1 l ~ c  at tack \\.as co~idtrcted ill u very systemntic 
innnner. The  Assaniese ~loblcs resicling a t  SatlijvC~ were privy to i t .  
'l'he ~ ~ h o l e  town lay a t  their 1ncrc.y. Then colitrary to all cspect;~- 
tions, they suddenly retircd. I t  \\.ilh the holtlcbst nltempt yet nlildc 
by the hill tribes. Had they corubi~ietl wit11 thc bL1,ituk chiefs or 
with Singphos, the  whole of Upper Assam would h a w  beer1 lost to 
the  British ancl turncc-I into a desert. Thc inhabiti~nts were greatly 
alarmed and they became further tel-ror-stricken by the runlour that 
the Burmese had been coming in thc rcar of the Kha~n t i s . ' ~  Imme- 
diate succour came from the eldest son of the lnte Bar Seaipati whose 
timely arrival with il body of nleil tended m11c11 to restore the public 
confidence.ll 

After order had been restored a t  Sadijjfi, reinforcements wrere 
despatched to difierent directions to trace the nlove~nents of the 
Ichiimti rebels. They found all the I<hiiniti villages and settlements 
deserted-men, women and childreii all had retired in the 
direction of the &Jismi hills. T h e  exodus of the I<hlGmtis 
give the English no doubt x grcat relief. All the deserted 
Khimt i  villages were burnt down and the soldiers returned 
to  Sadiy$ without effecting a single nrrest .l"ap tain Vetcl~, 
who was placecl in charge of Satliyi, \\.as bent upon retaliatolal\' 
measures and insisted on issuing a general l~rocl:~mntion of out- 
lawry against thCKhlimti insurgents in arms. But  he was preventecl 
from taking so drastic a step by the Supreme Government'" who 
simply approved of his measures for nnnotulcing rewards for the 
apprehension of the rebel chiefs. ITandsonle re\vards were offered 
for the arrest of the insurgent leaders, but this produced no desired 
result.14 At last there occurred a cleavage in the enemy camp and 
one of the I<hli,mti Chiefs s~~rretylered to  the British Government. 
H e  \vas welcometl to the British cnillp hut no appreciable result 
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followed.'"t took tlle Britibli Government five years to put down 
the rising. Several expeditions were sent to the Mishmi hills and 
the insurge~its surreiidered in I)atcllcs, tlle last batch submitting in 
~eceniber  1843. "The Kbimtis  were settled above Suddeya to form 

screen between thc Assti~~lcse and tllcb JIih~~ii", a11d they were so 
dispersed that  thej! ceased from that  tirlie l o  tje of auy political 
importance.16 

1.5 P. c.  1839, hlay 8, Nos. 81-82. 
16 P. C. 1830, Dewlnl)er '26. No. 67. 

1'. C. 1844, Jtrlluary 20, No. 61. 



S E C T I O N  VII. 

Tu16riiril SeiGpati \\,as allowed to  retail1 the caster11 half of 
his donliniol~ by it treaty coi~clucled with hill1 011 tlie 3rd NoIrenl- 

Opt. '''9 bcr 1834. Hc ruled its Overlolrl of tha t  snlall liilly possession 1844 
till the  year 1844. 111 tha t  year he relincluishcd the charge of the 
Government on account of old age and illfirniity to  Ilis two sons, 
Nakul R1in1 l3arili:1ii a ~ i d  Brajanliitli Barnla11 with the sallction of 
the British Government. Tuliir5m died in 1851 a \\lorn out old 
man.' We get thc following picture ot' Tuliiliim a s  left by Ci~ptai~] 
Butler who \vrites, "I found Toolaram i ~ n d  his men living in a 
wretched hut  situated on the  edge of a tank choked with grass in 
the  middle of an  estcnsivc plain little cultivated. A few straggling 
huts  inhabited by the Kacharees and dependar~ts of Toolarain 
were all t ha t  could be  called a village. Thcre were no signs of 
comforts about  the  huts. no gardens, no enclosures and the people 
appearcd poverty-stricken, here a s  in all other villages. The chief 
Toolaram, a n  infirin old mill1 I I ~ ~ S  clothed in woollen garb and 
looked more like a skeleton than like a living mortal". This was 
the man who once defied ~Govinda Chnndra and made a pact with 
the  Burmcse and the  princes of Ilanipur.' 

Even  ~ ~ h i l e  Tul5dtinl urns living, grave charges ~vere  brought 
against him and his two sons who. i t  was alleged b y  the local 
officers. had repeatedly violated the conditions of the  treaty of 
November 1834. I t  was pointed out  tha t  they had not only 
opposed the  quartering of the  British troops in their priilcipalit~ 
and refused the  supply of coolies and provisions as specified in 
article 4 of the  trcnty, bu t  had turned down their reqilest fad 
making o r r r  to  the  Paramount Power dangerous offenders for 
trial agreeable to  article 5 of the said treaty. Wha t  was worse, 
they were also charged with oppressing their subjects and making 

1R91 exactions from the  people contrary to  article 9. The sons of 
T I I I I ~ R ~ .  w h m  called upon t o  explain their conduct, not only 
defendcd somc of tlieir actions the valitlity of which was in some 
degrees adrnittcd 1,g thc Agent. but  also 11ro11ght counter charges 

Foreign Department 1853. Oc-tolwr 14, No. 42. 
3 Foreign Department 1853. Octoher 14, No. 48. 
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agaiart the lociil officers, which the higller aut]loritica disllliaard 
as groundless. Proyoaals were made to  stop the pensjoll of the 
chief, Lut durilig his lifetime 110 actioll was taken." 

AS boo11 Ha l 'uhlhlll Eengyati breathed his lust, c a p b i n  &t laJl 

Butler, who in cllarge of Cacher, advised the resumptioll of 
the tcn'itory 011 the ground tha t  the arrangement elltered i n b  
with Tuhri im was a life tenure ollly.' It may be mentioned in 
this connection t l l i~ t  the same argumei~t  was applied by the local 
officer to  the  of the Bar Senspati. His vie\\r-point, Hrhicll was 
evitlcntly erroneous, was upheld neither by tile Agent llor by Lord 
Dalhousie, the  Go~~ernor-(General, who in thc course of all elaborate 
minute justly obscrvecl tha t  the term of the treaty or egreelnellt 
of 1834 had not limitccl the tenure of the c o u n t y  to  T u ] ~ f i n l  
Senlipati during 11;s lifetin~e only. E\ren tlie \liolation of the agree- 
nient, as  alleged by the  local officers, did not seem to  his Lordship 
to justify the annexation of the country. His Lordship further 
held that  the possession of the tract would doubtless be convenient 
from the British point of view as pointed out  by the local officers 
but His Lordship held, "Soniething more than that  considera tion 
is necessary to  justify our resuming it". And finally His Lordship 
instructed the  local officers t o  confirm the sons of Tukriiiil 6e1ib- 
pati in their possessions subject to  the conditions tha t  tlie 
tribute should be regularly paid and tha t  the British troops should 
be assisted in their marches through their kingdom? 

Accordingly they \irere confirmed in their hereditary possessions. 
I~ut a t  the same time they \irere warned that  the violation of any 
of these regulations in future n.oul(l deprive them of the  territory. 
The decision of the Supreme Government mas approved of b!? the 
Court of Directors, \vho also observed in this connection that 
B,ltler was wrong in supposi~lg tha t  Tullriim's territory 
had lapsed to  the British Government by his death.' Tile Barmall 
brothers9 a u t l l o r i t ~  over their father's dominion \vfls give11 R llem 
[case of life no doul,t, bu t  soon circumstnnccs happc"c(1 ' ~ h i d h  
deprived theill of thcir father's territory. 

Tlll$l.ti,m Scnhpnti's territory was houndrd On the cast I)?. 
N;igs Coontry alld a s  such eastern Cncllar \vith the  adjoining 

British territory jvas to  c o ~ ~ s t a n t  raids and pillaides ''Y 

Political Despatrll No. 7 of Febrlr~~ry 18. 1459. 
Foreign Department October 14. 1895. NO. 44. 
The Minute of Lord Dalhousie dated the 6th RIarc11 18-53 

"01. Letter from Court No. 5 of 1854 dated 1l1e 1st 3larcb. 



the b i ~ r b t ~ r ~ ~ b  N i g i  tril~es. Tlie s i t ~ i ~ l i u l i  l.)c.ca~lic SO i11i~~11iill~ that 
Mr. Vincent, Junior ussistaiit a t  Nowgong, was spcciiilly cleputcd 
by the Comniissioner of Assulll to  enquire into tllcse outrages 
to oflcr suggestio~is for  their suppression. Aa a result of these 
in\.estigations, the office of the Junior asvistalit of Nowgo~lg was 
transferretl to  North C i l ~ l ~ i ~ r  a11d the said officer \\,;IS specially 
called upon to  protcct tlic British .sr~bjcctb froni t l ~ c  Nligli 011t- 
rages.' 

I n  April 186:i, a v ( ~ y  .scriol~s O I I ~ I . ~ I ~ C *  0~~111.rctl \\'illlin Eastclrn 
C:iicllur, tlie tcrriloi-y of T111';11fin1. A ('o11siderr1111~ ~ i t ~ n i b c r  of armed 
N5g5s at t i~cked the village of Sc~~i l l i~ i r  in Tulii~(.'ln~'s territory adjoin- 
ing the British district of Northern Cachar. The  niarauders I<illed 
86 peryolls, \\~ounded many iiild carriecl off i ~ b o u t  115 persons as 
~la\res after burning i ~ n d  p l~~ndcr ing  four or  five villages i n  their 
rcirea t. T o  avcngc. l l~ i s  ou tragc, k 1 1 1 5 , 1 ,  the chltlest son of 
Tr~llsriinl in\.atlcd tlie countr?. of llic N5glt?s nt t l ~ c  head of 300 
arlncd follo\~crs. But ~ ~ ~ i f o r t r l ~ l a t e l y  011 the  \\lay he espor~sed the 
carlse of some of thc Nlfig85s in their private feuds and,  instead of 
rct:~liitting on the  villages the inhabitants of which hilt1 co~nnlitted 
the  outrage alludctl to. he attacked another village the people of \vhich 
had given hinl no offencc. -4 bloocljr encounter took l > l i ~ ~ ~  ; Nakul- 
riim nras seized by thcnl and cruelly hncked t o  pieces. IIib follo\vers 
after sr~stnining a great lobs i.ctired in confusion in the tlirection of 
Caclillr. 

Bu t  the matter clitl not encl thcrc. The  worst passions of the 
snvagc hill tribes all round - their propensity to  plundcr nncl rapine 
- v7erc inflanled allcl it nlns npprehendetl that a series of reprisals and 
counter reprisals would follow entailing heavy b l o o d ~ h e d . ~  This 
consit1ci~:ition. coupled with the  fact tha t  the counter-n ttnck 
launchccl b y  Nakulriin~ mas n gross \.iolation of nrticlc 7 of the 
ti.rnlj? nlhcreby he was 1)ountl not to  innke n-ar withorlt the consent 
of thc  British Govei-nment. ;~gitin Illrust upon thc  local officers the 
questiol~ of the  resirmp~ion of Eiistt.rn Cachar." 

T h c  local officers 111-oposed to  grant Nak~ilriim's f:imily n pcll- 

j u l J  :!;53 sion of Rs. 20001'- ;r yeais, and further  suggested that  T111~15rn's sons 
q h o ~ ~ l d  not 1)e allowed t o  remain in the country, as they 11~0111d be 
likely to  impede arrangements for its settlement. The  Agent also 

supported the local officers a s  hc clearly ob4sel.vec1 "It is out of ollr 
po\Trer t o  afford thc  protection, which we are bound t o  the hill tract 

7 Foreign Deptl. 1853 October 14. No .  43. 
R Foreign Dept. 1853. October 14, Nos. 45-46. 
9 Foreign Dq)ot:, 1853. Octol~er 14. No.  46. 



of Toolarani without assuruisg the ma~iageruent of (Ile CO~nt ryw.  
Tlie estimated revenue of tlie territory was only Rs. 1208/- a year. 
So Mr. Rlill, \\rho had bee11 touring Assarn a t  tllis time, yreliminary 
to the Governor-(ieneral's tour, was specially called up011 to 
his ~~ecoaime~~dit  t io11 in this cun~iec tion. l i e  concurred in tile proyosHl 
for rcsuri~ptioll ancl rccornnlentlcd the suln of Rs, 1,560,'- to be 
bestowed as pensions to the three prominent melllbers of the Seni- 
pati fanlily.1° The Government of Bengal was not in favour of 
taking the country a t  a loss* and advocated the grant of rent-free 
lantls to any extent as approved of by tlie local offic'crs alid referred 
the mattcr to the Government of India : and the n~utter was ~ ) l n c ~ d  
before the Governor-General." 

And a t  last the Goverilor-Gei~c~~.al, wl~o had cndeu\~ourc.cl to 
avoid the proposed measure as long as it could by any incans 1)e 
avoidctl and ''\\rho a t  first did not like to lmsscss these jungles .? 

Aug. 1859 
recorninended the resun~ption of TulIr5m's country because "the 
occupation of the country" seemed to his Lordship "a less objec- 
tionable alteriiative than letting it a lone" . '~ccord i i ig ly  the 
country w7as formally annexed to the British Dominion in Assanl i n  
1854 and the people therein heaved a sigh of relief. bcing assured of 
protection against frequent NAgii outrages. The members of T u k -  
rlin's family were awarded pelisions not exceeding the gross re\7enuc. 
of the ~ o u i i t r y . ~ : ~  Thus grad~ially thc \vhole of C;lclinr came under 
British dominion. 

1" Fo~.eigo Depl. 1853, October 11, No. .k(i .  

(Extract Irom Mill's report on Assam. Para l l i )  
"The grors rel~tal of the tract stood at Rs. ]'!OR/- as slated b!. Ciaplkil~ 1!11tltr 

l 1  Folrig,: Dept. 1853, October 14. KO. 51.  1n.tter from Corlrt Xo .  58 of IH.;A. 

lVore ig i l  Dept. 1853, October 1 4 .  No. 49. 
(Minute dated the 1'7th August, 1S53). 

1.; I'oleigr~ Dept. 1833. October 14, No. 4.?. 



S E C T I O N  VIII.  

Along the basc of the U h ~ t a ~ i  hills i111tl slopi~lg do\\lrl\i?ards to 
the plains of Afsain there stretches froni west to east, froln the 
Manias to thc Dcoshfin river, i i  narrow tlnct of fertile li1nd rouglllg 
nieasured a t  990 sq. miles.' This belt of lantl kno\vn as the Terni 
is intersected by a number of passes or duars lctttling from the hills 
ta the plain. There are seven such duars on thc fronticr of Assum 
proper*. There are five in Kiimrilp, nainely, Bijni, Chappa I<hamar, 
Cl~appaguri, Bansika and Gnukoll:i, ant1 two in Darrang namely 
Kalling and Booregunla. 

These passes were an intergral part of Assam and held in 
subjection by the Swargadevs of Assam."~~t during Ihc declining 
stages of the Ahom, rule, the Bhutias occupied Ihcse lands. Unable 
to offer resistance, thc declining Assanl Raj  cnteretl into a sort of 
compromise with the Bhutan authorities by which the possessions 
of these duars \Yere conceded to  the Dharnia Raja of Bhutan "to 
enable hinl to carry on the services of his deities" ill lieu of sonle 
annual tributes.:< 'The Bhutan Governnlent agreed to pay 24 tolas 
of gold dust, 3G ponies, 24 pieces of niusk. 94 cowtails, 24 daggers, 
44 blankets and 2400 rupees in cash having an estimated value of 
4785 Narayanee  rupee^.^ 

The duars bordering on Kiiinri~p were under this arrangement 
occupied and administered by the Bhuti15s all the year round. But 
by n curious arrangement, not to be fol~nd elsewhere, a sort of dual 
sovereignty was enjoyed by the Assanl and Bhutia Governments in 
turn over the inhabitants of the two duars near Darrang. From 
July to November, these duars were administered by the Ahom 
Government, the Bhutan Durbar administering it for the rest of the 
gear. It is needless to say that this dual sovereignty, so advantageous 
to the high contracting powers, pressed very heavily upon th'e 
unfortunate inhal~~itants \vho were mckrcnted, pillaged and assnulted 

P. C .  1841. July 06, No. 81 (P.S.) 
"There are eleven such duars on the frontier of Bengal and ~oocli-Behar. 
2 Letter from Court No. 17 of 1837. 
a P. C. 1841, June 14, No. 84. 

(Letter from Dhurmo Rajnli of Bhutan). 
4 P. C. 1833, January 7, No. 82. 







by the equally oplJresslve and nierciless Assanlese and Bhutan ofiicers 
111 t u r l~ .  Ouring the sew11 montlrs they were u~idcr  the Bhutan 
C;ovc~~nment, the officers  ere a t  pe14'ect liberty to  do as they liked-lo 

' liill as rnany of thc ryots as  they liked, without the other (;ovc.rn- 
nient bcir~g ublc in any way to interfere. The duars moreover be. 
calrie the favourite ~ ~ c s o r t  of dacoils anci abscondcrs. The  inhabitants 
were subjected to  periodical plunder by the Uhut&s who carried away 
their womenfolk and children ant1 sold then1 as slaves."This state of 
lawlessriess c o n t i ~ ~ u e d  also during the early part of British rule. 

But  a new complication arose with tlie advent of the British. 
The payment of tribute in kind had formerly led to endless troubles. 
Tlie Assiim Government had bee11 too weak to  ci~force punctual or 
full payment. I n  their dcclini~lg stage, full nionchy value of the  
tribute had never been realised from the Bhutan Durbar. With 
[he occupation of the Assan1 valley in 1846, these duars also had 
come under tlie formal subjection of the British Govcrnment which 
as the succcssor of the  Ahom R a j  had simply acquiesced in the old 
arrangement. But  in the British, the Bhutan officers found tena- 
cious niasters conscious of their rights. The  tributes in kind were 
put 111) to  1~ul)lic. i111cti011 by the new masters and if the stipulated 
amount (Its. 4785/-) wT;ts not tealised, the differences between the 
prices fetched and the  amount duc wvre reckoned as arrears. The  
Rrrears thus mounted up, which thc Bhutan Government never cared 
to clear off. It was complained by the local authorities that com- 
modities of inferior quality wcre sent hy the Bh~rt ia  officials a s  
l ~ i b u t e  and hence they did not fetch the full \,nlue. But  these com- 
plaints fell on deaf ears and thc Bh~l tnn Go\.c~~~iitncnt took no step to 
rcctify these abuses. 

Evasion or non-payment of trihttie was t hc  mildcct part of their 
.misdemcanour. The old game of pluncler rind the kidnapping of 
Assamese boys and women went on as befol-e. Redl'css was seldom 
obtained. By  way of retaliatory measures, Scott proposcd in 1829 
to arrest and detain in custody an equal number of Bhutiii subjects lseg 

. for the Assamese s~thjects captured. But  the seizure of innocent 
. Bhuti6 subjects by way of replisals was not sanctioned by the  

.:., C R ~ ~ U  t t a  authorities!; For non-paymen t of tributc some duars were 
5 
., attached occassionnll~:. and as thcse duars were the chief sources 

' I s  of subsistance of the  Bhutan G'ovcrnment. vr+ithheld tributcs were 
.' paid, hut  this economic 1)lorkntlc Ie(1 to  no npprecinble result. Fresh 

3 
ib: "etter to. Coilrt N o .  2.5 of IF40 dated the lFjt11 April. 

fi S. P. 11829, December 19. Nos. 17-18. 
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outrages followetl anti renlonstriuicc a110 attachnient had 110 decisive 
c4fec t . 

With a view "to effect suvlr i \d j i~hL~~le~~L 0t' tril~uttts payable for 
the dualms its iiiight tiilniiiisll the  ~ h i t l l c ~ ~  of l l l i s l l ~ ~ d t ~ r ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ~ ~  

arising froin that source" the Su1)rcine ( ;O\~C ' I ' I I I I I~ I I~ ,  w11u fo11(]]!, 
Lelieved, its they I~itd ollce I)clita\.c.(l I tllc cnsc of the 
lturniese outragclh t h i ~ t  onccB the c-ont~-al n ~ ~ l i ~ o r i t y  in Bl~utan coult] 
be approached 2111 their grie\'ances \\.oulcl 1)e ~.ctlrc~ssctl iuin~ediatel~, 
finally tlecitletl to send Cal>t;tin Pcnibcrton on a special ii~ission* to 
the Dharmn Raja and thc l)c\* 1{;1ji1 - thca spiritllal I~ca(l i~nd  the 
temporal lord of the Stilt cx ~~tl.sl)t.ct ivcaly. 1Ie \ \ . i l ~  nlho sl)c>cialiy 
instructed to  settle terms of commercii~l in tc l .co~~~- \c  betwccn British 
InOii~ tl~ltl Bliutan. 

Captaiil Pemberton accordingly \writ t o  1311111i1n in 1837. I-Ic 
found the country hopelessly dist~~nctecl. A rcvoliltion \vas ;~cti~iilIjr 
in progress while Captain Pc~nbc~nton was on his ivay to the capital 
of  Rhutx11. The  Dev Raja,  t11c teniporal head of the state, had 
succeeded in expelling his rivnl by the time Captail1 Pernberton 
reached the  ci~pital. And what was \Trorse i l  was reported to him 
that the  two nobles, Paso Pilo atid Tango Pilo, the  Governors of 
Western Bhutan a i~ t l  Eastern Bhutiln rcspectivcly, had set a t  naught 
the authority of the Dev Raja.  T o  crown all, \vhilst the struggle 
was going on i11 thc hills for the Deva Rajaship, there wcrc two 
parties fighting in thv ~~li i i i is  for the possession of the  Bengal duars 
-on one side was Durga Deb  Raikat,  i l  Zamindfir of Baikunthapur 
and on the other side was his formidable rival Ham Go\linda 
Kutamh. Their respective claims, it \vas alleged, were supported b ~ l  
the Bhutia officers of the rival Del-, Rajas. The inhabitants of the 
duars knew no pcacc and many of them hegan t o  leave the plnce; 
cultivation was a t  a stand still and some of the duars hccnme 
deserted. 

The  authority of Paso Pilo cxtelldccl over western Bhutan to 
which were attached the Bengal dunrs while tha t  of Tango Pilo 
extended over Eastern Bhutan n.11ich inclutlcd the  Assam duars. 
The  latter was a person of great influence and held in high esteem 
by the  people of Bhutan because he happened t o  be the father of 
thc  Dharma Raja of Bhutan. T h e  last named official \\'as the 
person with ~vhom the Brilish Government had had to  deal. But 
he, as mentioned d ~ o v e .  hoisted the  flag of rehellion and there was 

*The firse Mission was sent under Mr. Rogle and Captain Turner JuGw 
the second half of the 18th Century (1783). 



The Duars 

110 orga1list.d Govrr~~nl' l l t  ill the country capable of euforcillg ita 
will .  

C ' H I J ~ ~ L ~ ~ I  ' ~ l  011 his i ~ r ~ ~ i v a l  at  Yullfikld found tile 
Cotrc~rllment ill a lllost ul~scttlccl 3tatt.. 'J'lic. tvere not 
or l l ,~  clisinclilled t o  agree to ;I v. ol' tlw 111orc illll)ortant propositions 
made to thcnl by the ~ - c * p ~ - c s c i ~ t a t i i * ~  of the Colllpany b u t  they felt 
their tenure of powel- so insccurc~ that tlley e\.ell die] 11ot \venture to 

accede t o  ally of the rniaol- i ~ i ~ i ~ l l g ~ i ~ ~ e ~ ~ t ~ .  \\'Ilal \\.as \verse. he had 
to co11tluct the 11egotia tior15 I I I I ( ~ C ' I '  ~ ' ~ l ' l ' l l l l l ~ ~ i $ l l ( ' ~ ' b  of 1 ,e~~l i i l r  difficultj7 
and tlelicacy. Ye had to collciliate tlie good will uf the d e p s e d  
Deb ltaja without a t  the saine t i n ~ c  giving un l i~ r i ig~  to the reigning 
chief. J-Je had also to  nlciAt thtb "\.al-iou.s i11tl.i~uc.;. st~.;rttlgc.ms a ~ l d  
dcvices tha t  were put ill the \Yay of the hctLle~uc.~lt of the o ~ t -  
standing questions." Consclquently, Captain Peml~erton failed to 
secure any settlement of the question con~iectcd with the duars. 
Nevertheless. as  he conducmtcd negotiations "in an eminently 
j~~tlicious manner and displayed a more than ordinary degree of 
ability, discernment and discretion" under circunlstances of peculiar 
difficulty, his work was apprcciated by the Court of Directors who 
thought that  although in such a state of affairs "entire success was 
nl)viously l~nail i~ini~l) lc .  ;t foulldatio~l had been laid for their partial. 
if not complete acconlplishment a t  some future time". 

Though pobtically his mission was a failure, i t  was a qreat 
success in other respects. IIe  and his associates, Lt. Blalre and Dr. 
Griffith, collected a vast mass of ~ u i c - 1 1  information regarding thc 
commerce, industry, geogral)hy and naturnl history of thc country, 
which proved highly valuable to  the East India Coiiipany and for 
this labour, Captain Pemberton and his party rcceivetl cpecial com- 
n~ondation a t  the hand of the Court of  director^.^ Tt may be 
mentioned here that  an envo'y of the Rhr~tan  Durbnr who had 
accompanied Captain Pemberton to  Calcutta t o  carry on negotiations 
\yns dismissed by the Calcutta authorities in conseqlrence of thc 

trcatrnent experienced b y  Captain Pemberton from the Court of 
B 1 1 1 ~ t ~ n . ~  It W A S  alleged b.v the Bhutan authorities that lllcp ror~lrl 

not accede to  the terms of the treaty proposed by captain l'rmher- 
ton h,ecause one of the terms stipulated that the trib!ltc d u ~  
to the British Government should bc paid in Com~anv'q rupees* 

7 P. C. 1839. hfal-cl~ 07. No. 81, 
Letter from Court. No. 13. crf 1839. - 

"'etter to Court No. 25 oF 18tO. 
'The Debmuhuree rupees were rereivetl a t  t l ~ e  discourlt nf 5011,. Tlir valur 

, of 100 Debmuhuree rupees was Rs. 51-6-5 pie6 id terms of Compnny's coihs- 
r'' (Letter to Court No.  56A of 1838). 
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instead of in Debmuhuree rupees circulating in thc hills. Thr  corn- 
pany's rupees, t11c.y alleged, wcrc not procurable i ~ r  hills. n,: ~ ~ ~ ~ j i ~  
Governmcnt regarded the  pretext offered by the  Bhutall Govcm- 
merit a s  un~vorthy of attention." 

Bhutan continued to be racked by intestinch convulsions. ~t 
this stage "with an  ofl'er t o  farm Deb Hajali's right in the Dooars" 
Captain Jcnkins, on his own initiative, sent an  ordinary native 
officcr to  the Dev 11aja.l0 The messenger deputed was detained by 
the Bhutnll Durhar. I-lis rclcnsc was forthwith demanded by the 
India Govr.r~lrilcxrt alitl thc iiction of the Agent was criticised by 

Febyn them as  i t  was hardly judicious t o  send any messenger a t  that 
time.ll The  local B.hutill?, authorities in charge of the duars also 
a t  this time stoppcd payment of tribute altogether. Thc  collector. 
of N(?mriip ~.eportctl to  the Agent tha t  hc would not in the slightest 
degree be held responsible for the  non-realisation of the Govern- 
ment demands i~nlcss he was allowotl t o  procecd against the 
d e f a u l t e r s . ' V h r e e  of the duars had idready been attached and 
the Governmcnt of India, to  wlionl the seriousness of the matter 
was presented, finding all othrr  methods ineffective, instructed the 
Agent t o  make arrangements for the  tcmporary resumption of the 
duars pending thc establishment of a stable government a t  P~~nSlchS 
( the seat of the Bhutan Governn~cnt)  arid further advised him to 
send in thc  first instance. preliminary t o  resumptien, a proclnma- 

March 1839 tion t o  tha t  effect t o  thc  Bhutan Government.13 
Robertson, who was once Agent t o  the  Government-General 

on the  North Eas t  Frontier and \\rho ~ v a s  a t  tha t  time acting as a 
membcr of the  Governor-General's Council, did not  advocate the 
military occ~~pa t ion  of the  Duars. I n  the course of an elaborate 
minute. he held. "Insignificant as  the  immediate power of Bhootan 
is, i t  would. if seriously menaced or  straitened, be  supported b ~ r  
China with which it can never be for our interest t o  come in colli- 
sion". Some of the  enstem-most duars, which were held in svhjec- 
tion by the  Rhr~ t i a  chiefs sl~bordinate t o  the  Lhasa ~ ~ t h o l i t i e s .  
were actually garrisoned hv the Chinccr to  whom the  L h a s ~  Govern- 
ment was tributary. R o h e r t s o ~  fcnred tha t  the  Chinese Gbvern- 
ment. who exercised r2 sort of overlordship over the  Himalayan 
States. if appmlrcl to. might support the carwe of the  Bhuti5 

9 Letter to Co~lrt No. 16 of 1840. 
10 P. C. 18414 June 14, No. 86. 
11 P. C. lS30. March 27. No. 81. 
12 P. C.  1839. March 27. No. 80. 
13 P. C .  1639, March 27. No. 82. 



The Duum 

Coverllme1lt." IIis fear of intervention by the Chinese Govern- 

mel~t was also shared by the G o v e r n ~ r - G e n e r ~ l - i ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l .  \2'kilc 
still i1lsisting On resumption, they a t  the same time inbtructed 
the Agent t o  acquaint the Lhasa authorities as  well as  the Chinese 
Government with the  circumstal~ces of the case with a view to 
disarming their suspicion and dispelling the cause of provocatioo.lj 

The  attachment of three valuable duars had had some effect. 
I11 1841 two letters a l ~ i v e d  from the Deb Raja and I)harma Raja 
respectively. The Dev Raja  in his letter expressed surprise at the 
poor quality of articles reported to  have been sent by his officers as 
tribute. He could not understand "why these were not rejected and 
returned if these were so shamefully bad". Ilowever, he assured 
the British Government tha t  he had given strict orders to  his agents 
in the duars t o  be lnorc careful in future in the selection of the 
articles of tribute. I n  this letter, the I lev Raja also promised toh1rr.v I H ~ I  

pay the arrears by instalments and requested the India Gbvern- 
mcnt "to send one gentleman in the following cold season by Baksha 
Dwar route". T h e  Dev Raja  also brought t o  the notice of the 
British Govcrnn~ent  the  devastation caused in their duars on the 
Bengal frontier by the factions of two rival Bengali zamid irs  and 
complained tha t  these two rival xarnindcirs had been recruiting 
their fighting bands from the Company's subjects. The  Dharnla 
Raja also wrote in the same strain and requested the British 
Government to  release the attached duars. The Dev Raja also 
sent t\vo xinh-j'fs (messengers) a t  this time, \!rho were instructed 
by him not oiily to pay the arrears accumulated but also to settle 
the pending bountlnr,~ dispi~te. I n  his letter he regretted that  owing 
to the confusion prevailing in the hills, i t  had not been possiblc for 
Ris Highness t o  send the meswnge1.s earlier as requested by the 
British Government.lG 

These letters passed through the Agent's hands and on the 
strength of these two letters, the Agent reco~nlll~ended "the pur- 
suance in the  first instancc of a temporizing course of policy'' 
towards the Rlirltan Durbnr nnd requested the Government of India 
to send another mission to  Bhutan with a view to  an arnicnldc 
settlement. The  d e p ~ ~ t a t i o n ,  he hopcd. ~vollld obtain by negotia- 
tion all t ha t  collld be expected by the military occupation of the 
corintry for which the  Government of India. in his opinion. were 
not well prepared. H e  feared "the occr~patio~l might involve 11s in 

14 P. C. 1839, hfarcli 27, No. 81. 
15 P. C. 1839, March 97. No. 82. 
16 P. C. 1841. June 14, No. 84. 





Jiur~Api~~ii and Charduar coveririg all area of 700 sq. miles !vhich 
were lield by the hillnlcll of Uhutia stock \\I10 paid 110 alleglallc.c. 
to the Bhutan L)ulhar and were ulider the illdirect rule of the Lhabu 
g~\~crnmcnt .  The Kuriiiyiilii duar was officered and garrison4 by 
the Chnese. The Bhuth  of Kurk@irii were wilder the 
i~d~~ll~l is t ra t io~l  of a body of chiefs called Sat11 Raja (not necessarily 
scvcn iu rlumber) who theniselves were sul>ordinate to the 'l'\vang 
lbja,  a tributary of Lhasa. These Bhutk were as oppressive and 
atrocio~~s as  their ncighbour in thc \vest, anti tlliair c.xpulsio~i from 
that tract was the orily colirse left open to tlic British Govern- 
ment. At first the British Go\~ernmt.ut s111xnk fro111 taking ii direct 
possession of this duar becilusc "a,itli the l i e  i r e  the I* 

British Govcl~nmcnt has hecm for sol~lctinle past un\villilig to conic. 

in contact". But outrages lnultiplietl i~nd  tile 13ritish G~\ .~ rnn len t  
was a t  last compelled to resume that duar, and the BhutGs ceded 
that duar to the East India Company on an annual paynicnt of 
Rs. 5,000/- by way of cornpen~at ion .~~ 

The charduar lying to  the east of U P  duar was 
adn~inisterctl by a body of chiefs called Sat11 Raja \vllo were inde- 
pelltlcni of Twang Raja. These chiefs along with the Thc-bangee 
BhutiHs collected tribute from Charduar. The Charduar tract w a s  
the first duar resumed hy the British Government. I n  1826 the 
tract was resumed by the British Government and an ;1nnui11 s111ll 
of Rs. !2,672/- was paid to the Ssth Raja and Thebangce Bhutias. 
Thus one by one these duars \vhich had once bceli an integral part 
of Assam proper, were reannexed to , h a m  and pence and proq)c~rity 
at  last dfi\vned on this ~ a s t  tract of land.22 

9 Mwkenzie P. P. 19-40. 
'"Mackel~zie P. P. 19-20. 
The Duars in lower Assam, eight in number. were all held by tributary Rajns 

who paid an aggregate revenue of Rs. 1*.000/- to the British Government. (P. C. 1833. 
January 7, No. 84.) 



Observation on the Annexation Policy 

Thus  we find that  in the  course of t hrec tlc>cailes (1824- 1654) the 
different parts of the  Brahmaputra and S L I ~ I I I ~ ~  Viillcy wcrc. i ~ l l n e s ~ d  
t o  the  British clominioris. I n  tmci l~g t l ~ c  history of thew ilnlles;i- 
tions, i t  may be noticed tha t  on some occnssions, the ilictl~o~l of 

annexation as pursued by the  East  India Co in l j a~~y  Iiaq 11ot I , r c , l l  
justified by us. Even thc  I-lorne authorities coiilcl not ~ c c  eye to  
eye with their Agents in Inclin on the ;~iincx;ttion of i l I ~ t a k  alltl 
Jaintik ; on strictly nlornl grounds i l i c l c w l  thc i11111~~atioll of RIit;ll< 
cannot be justified. But if we discuss thca iin~iesntion policy as  a 
whole from the  general point of view of 1)olitical \\risclo~u. we find 
that  there was no other altcrnati\?e left opcn to the 
Eas t  India Company. 

When the  Bld?nl5rifis struck a t  the  authority of the S\vnrgndev 
Lakshmi Sing11 towards the nlitltlle of tllc cigl~teenth century, Ahom 
civilization had become a spcnt forcc; its potcncy for good was 
gone. T h e  country's i~dministration had beconlc llopelcssly inefi- 
cicnt. The  successive rebellions orgil~lised by the disaffected 
Mokm5rih scct and factions engendered by a sniall* and selfish 
ruling class hastened the  process of disruption and the  final coup de 
grace was given by the  Burmese whose victory brought into Assam 
n reign of terror. When the  British appeared filially on the soil of 
flssain in 1894 and reconquered it. they f o ~ ~ n t l  the 111ass of the 
people reduced t o  the deepest poverty and ignorance and the 
vanquished enemy a t  the gates of Assam still in bellicose attitude. 
Had the  British forces retired from tha t  unhappy valley a t  that 
stage as did Welsli half a c e n t u i ~  ngo not only i h c  eastern 
frontier of the Brilish Empire would have been imperilled, Assam 
would not have recovered from the  blight of mcdizval theocratic rule. 

A hopelessly decadent society and disorganiscd state badly felt 
the  necessity of a reform and a n  efficient government. T h a t  was 
supplied by the  Agents of the  Eas t  India Company. Reactionary 
forces were suppresed; law and order was quickly restored and gra- 
duallj. one uniform law and one uniform system of administration was 
introduced throughout .4ssam and the  province ~ v a s  brought n7ithill 
the  pale of enlightened British administration. British collquest 
opened for Assam a new era of peace and prosperity. Tliese \yere 
the  fruits, the  tn11y glorious fruits of British peace. Bu t  
wns slow to  come ; the  immediate effect of conquest on Assam proper 
was rather depressing as will be evident from the  following pages. 

*The higll Councillors ol the Ahom government ~lumhering five weir recrllkd 
from t welye chosen familieu. 



E P I L O G U E  

\Vc h;lrc Ice11 thtit soou after the treaty of Yalldabo (1m) 
boll1 portio~is of the B r ~ h m a p u t r ~  valley i.e. Assan, proper were 
formally al~nexecl by the East India Company. The adverlt of 
British rule in Assail1 was hailed with jog by the illhebitants, and 
peace nt last dawned on A s s ~ m  after half a century of internecine 

struggles and devastating \varfarc. But prosperity did not retun1 
to this land as was expected. For mnny years following the introduc- 
tion of British rule the country remained in a very deplorable state 
-rather in many respects, its condition deteriorated. I t  was a 
period of maladministration. Abject misery and confusion reigned 
eveqwherc and many of the inhabitants left the country driven out 
by h ~ ~ n g e r  and extortion. 

Captain Jenkins writing as late as 1833 pointed out, "since the 
full  occupation of Assam (1823) by us upurards of eight years have 
elapsed in uninterrupted peace and there sce111s to be but too good 
renso~t to suppose that t11c nun~l>er of thc people has a t  last not 
increased, nor their condition been improved ;"I when Mr. Robert- 
,*en assumed the chargc of Assam in 1834, he found "the country 
retrogating, its inhabitants emigrating. its villages decaying and its 
revehue annually declining". And this statc of things struck him 
as very peculiar because tha provincc of Arakan, which was 
acquired b;y the East India Company a t  the same tirnc as Assani, 
was reported to him to be advancing annually with its population 
increasing and its resources improving. Thcsc differences appeared 
to him to  be all the more extraordinary bccause the pro\rince of 
Assam possessed natural advantagcs far superior in many respects to 
those of Arakan and "would have" according to him "kept pace or 
outstripped that province in the career of inlprovement under equal 
manngemcntv.z ~ u t  reverse was the case. When this sad p i c t u ~  
of Assam was brought to the notice of the Court of Directors the?. 
felt that "we have hitherto governed Assam extrenlely ill'' and called 
upon the Calcutta to tnke imnlcdiate steps to termillate 

this deplorable state of a f f ~ i r s . ~  
So it is admitted on all hands that the first ~ffcct of British 

, 1 P, P. 1896, February 11, No. 00. 
2 P. P. 1892, July 23, NO. 70. 
3 Letter from Court No. 14 of 1891. 
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rule in Assanr \\?as ciisastrous indeed and ill tracii~g tlie causes of this 
tlccutler~ce and failure we filltl t l i i~t  \\rhile Arukt~n wils i~d~llinistercd 
upon principles \\~hich experieiice hat1 proved to be sound, Assi11il 
\vns subjected to expcrinlenial schc~iics during the curly period oi 
Britidi aclnli~iistratioii. Tlie reveriue systciil as ilitrocluced by Scott, 
l~o\\,ever sountl on principle. failed in practice arid brought untolcl 
inisery upon the people a t  largc. But before we describe iii detail 
the clcfects of his systeili, we must, first of all, have il clcar insight 
~ n t o  t l ~ c  \\.orking of the illdigellous Iniicl systcni that  was in vogue 
in Assnin prior to the advent of the British Rnj. This requires some 
rcl)ctitioii, but repetition is ~~navoidable. 

There was no "land tax" as in British India, under the Ahoms. 
.'l'hc nobility had lchels or pargandp under their control in which they 
administered justice and collected the revenue in kind, subject to the 
anthority of the Swargadevs. Each Khel furnished its quota of 
produce in kind through its on.11 immediate superior. Undcr this 
system the population of the larid was divide& into Gots consisting 
of 3 or 4 yiiks each and they were liable to be called upon either as 
soldiers, labourers or cultivators to work for the king, in return for 
which each p~ik rcceived 2 poo~qhr[i of land free of rent. The plriiks 
uTere under a regular gradation of officers from commanders of 
twenty to six thousand. In  time of peace or when little remained 
to be (lone, the Gots only furnished one individual from each Got 
who was relievecl evcry three or four months, the others remaining 
a t  home to cultivate the lands for him. The labour of the @Lks 
was utilised with reference to the manifold needs of the state- some 
being set apart for the purpose of furnishing gold and others again 
for furnishing silk and other comrnoditics the state required. Those, 

- \vho lived on thc banks of the rivers, were specially engaged in pro- 
curing gold dust from the waters of the river. Articles not produced 
in the state were procured by barter from the iieighbouring countries 
and hill tribes. All the ready money required for the service of the 
state \\.as collected by customs duties levied a t  different chaukies.' 
This was the revenue system obtaining in Assam under the Swarga- 

- dcvs. 
Prof. Bha,ttacharjee says "This system of enforced labour was 

obviol~sly unpopular though it contributed to the military resources 
-of the state and facilitated the undertaking of great works of public 
utility such as roads, tanks and embankments"."ut we are told 
that under this system, the peasantry lived in n state of ease because 

P P. P. 1832, July 93, Nos. 3.0-71. (Copy of a memorandum regarding 
Revenue System of Assam drawn up by Lt. Rutherlord). 

P, Prof. S. N. Bhattacharjee's "Mop1 North-East Frontier Policy:' Page 90- 
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as re-assessnient took place at great intervals, heads of fanlilies 
originally polled as one, increased tellfold during the intervening 
period and thus the burden of enforced labour fell lightly upon the 
members of the hrnily? I t  is evident f ro~n history, tradition aud 
remains of the works of the former dynasty that Assam, previous to 
the invasioil of the  1foiiml;iriiis and even until the arrival of the 
Burmese, was in a highly flourishing state.' Lt. Rutherford sags, 
"There is not a doubt that Assam until the arrival of the Bul-mese 
was in a inost flourishing state arid are col~ld ilot afford the same 
s y ~ t e m " . ~  ' t he  same note of high tribute is also struck by Captain 
Jeukins who was on special survey du t )~  in Assan1 in 1838-33. We 
find from his observation that "It (Assam) has supported a very 
dense population on the whole happily governed. The wealth of thc 
kingdon1 and the ambition of its princes appear to have subjected 
the inhabitants to faction, dissensions and foreign invasions and 
ended in reducing a flourishing and populous state to the utmost 
degree of wretchedness and degenera~y."~ 

Uiider British ndministration, the indigenous system was 
rel)lilcc(l 1)y n new system ha.sed on direct money taxation. tTnder 
this new arr;~ngemcnt. t11c pargan319 were farmed to the Assamese 
under the deno~nination of Chot~dhuries on very moderate assess- 
ment varying from 7 nnnas to one rupcne per poor&. The revenues 
mere collected by the Choudh uries ; they had no proprietorg right in 
the soil. They were mere collectors receiving 10vo of the collections 
as their remuneration. The Ch01~dl~uries w c r ~  again called llpon to 
act as magistrates in petty criminal cases.1° To scc~lre the best me11 
as Cltoudhuries Rfr. Scott, \irlio was the father of tlie "Choudrcc 
system" adopted a bold plan not attempted nnj~n?lierc in Iodia even ill 

these daya. He introduced thc practice of electing Ch~udht~rics  l,y 
the direct vote of the ryots. Tickets (Ballot papers) were 

to the111 upoii nliich they insc~sibed the ilames of the persol1 thcy 
lvihhed to return the ~najority carl.ied the day. Thus votcs 
wpre taken by ballot and even fen~alr* participated i n  the election." 
TIle CJLoedhsfiips mere elected at first for n tcrnl of On(' ?.ear.* 

6 P. P. 1932. July 23, Nos. 70-71. 
7 P. P, 1835. February 111, No. 00. 
8 P. P. 1832, July 43, NOS.. 70-71. 

9 P. P, 3835. February 11. No. 90. 

l o  p, P. 1834, July 93. NOS. 70-71. 
11 Extract from o lel.2er of hI:ljor .2. lyhile dated the QRl l l  hfay 

-- 
(P. P. 1832, July 23, Nos. 70-71). 

"Cater on they were elected for a term OF three ymrr 



This systeru couplcd with the metllod of direct elc.ctioll beellled 
to be an excellcat oiic 011 paper. But ncither thc republiculb 
character of tlie nor the ~lioderatc asst'sslnent fiBcC'd by 
tlie British Govcri~~rlc~lt  was of any iivail. This 11cw systcnlj did llot 
work well ill practice. No nclequatc nlciwurcs in priictice appcltred 
to have been acloytcd to sccurc tile ryots from extortion. It is true 
that in theory the clcction of the CI~oudhuric)s was vcstc.d ill t]lc llliIltls 
of the ryots who clccted hi111 by ballot, but in practice, this systenl 
broke dowri and brought untold misery upon the ryots. Scott did 
not take into consideratio~i thc nature of the liunian agencies that 
were to be employed to work out his otherwise exccllc~lt syste~rl nor 
did he foresee the nunlcrous loop-holcs for extortion and nlalpractice 
which his syste111 offerecl to an unscrupt~lor~s man. Again the systen~ 
itself proved to bc it vicious one hedged in by nu~l~crous conditioris. 
Now let us sec how the systeni workccl out in practice. 

Before a Chozc.clhzlry could obtain a pargan& he liatl to pay 
large sums to the officers of the Gauhati court as bribes. If installed, 
he was required to furnish security for the collections to be made by 
him on \vhich he had to pay a commission of loyo, a sum equal to 
his legitimate renluneration. And lastly he had to advance to the 
treasury half a ycar's revenue before he had collected anything and 
it is reported that  this sun1 hc had to  procure by borrowing a t  a 
ruinous rate of illterest sonieti~nes even running to 1207'. Further 
i t  appeared that in some instances when unoccupied lands were 
thronln into the ~ R I I ~ S  of the Cl~oudhuries a t  an arbitrary valuation 
and there was no one to settle in that  land a t  that  rzte, they made 
good the loss by realising the rent of unoccupied land from other 
ryots. So it is quite cvident that the system itself was erroneous 
and "its tendency lllust have been to convert even a well disposed 
man into an extortioner." Sometimes the Choz~dhu~-ies bribed the 
ryots by promises arid even by money to secure re-election.l"vel~ 
\!.here the field of extortion mas sonlewhat barren, there was 110 

dcarth of applicants for Chouclhllriship. The inere name of Chow- 
dhury was \ralr~able in the eyes of the Assanlese. A choudhury when 
installed began to extort on all sides. Foreseeing the possibility of 
his not being re-elected, hc squeezed to the utmost extent practi- 
cable. 

The mode of assessment was another source of evil. It was SO 

r:~dirnlly \~irior~r tli:r t it gave thc choudhuries amplc loopholes for 
~ ~ t o ~ . t i o l l .  TTntler the r1c.w I.c\lenuc system. a choudhur?/ could demmd 
fmnl the ~-yots  the follo\ving taxes such as a house tax, n poll tax of 
e 

12 Letter to Court No. 2 of 1894. 
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Its. ?/- Per P i k ,  juslalustuttrs of -/?/- as per pool*], illld ~ l ~ l f ~ ~ , ~  
ilt llle l'itte of - / 8 / -  as. per cent. Besides a ryut llad to 
~111dcr the  hcildillg com~oissioi~ alld profit and loas rccoullt. ~h~ list 
is llot Yet co~lqdele. He  had also to pay extra c e r s s - - B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
~LlrJ'illb. fro111 124 p.C. to  3'?4 p.c. over and above tile ubual taxes. 
f i ~ l l l  this f~~ - l i l i d i i b l~ '  and co111p1ex list i t  will be folllld that, eve11 
perboll of istclligencc would be puzzled to say how lllurh a ryol 
\ ~ u l d  llave to Pay to the Governnlrnt. T o  thc ignorant alld illiterate 
Assai~iese peasant, the account was wholly i l ~ c o m p r e h ~ ~ ~ ~ i b l ~  and till. 
result was that  the unfortunate ryot was rackrellted alld had to 
pay as much as five or six times his legitinlute rent.'" 

The system of cash payment created anothcl. rlificultg for u 

people ur~accustoll~cd to taxation in cash. An adcquate supply of 
coins was not available and the nlarkcts I Y ~ I . ~  floodcd \!fit11 spuriou.4 
ones. Paylilcilts were made in nlany instances i l l  inferior coills ; 
the collectors availed theinselves of the opportunity created by the 
confusion of the period and accepted the inferior coins a t  a llluch 
greater discount to  the great pecuniary loss of the rgots. ,4s the 
chozldhuries were both rent-collectors and niagistr;lt~s, they cstorted 
with greater impunity. Again when there \frere lieitvjr arrears of 
rcnt due fro111 the ryots, the chodlzuries submitted the list of 
defaulters t o  the higher authorities \vho deljyatched greedy 
choudhu~ies in the shape of Koruk sezuds  (officers \vith pourer to 
seize goods) to  realise the rent and the defaulting ryots abandoned 
their hoine in hundreds to  save what little they posscsscd fro111 the 
liands of thcse greedy vultures. Another great nlisfortulle n-as that 
the choudhun'cs gei~erally resided a t  the Sadar station. Tllc collec- 
tions were made by their deputies or Q?rtl&s, who, it is needless to say. 
shared the booty, and the ccntrnlisation of the choudhurirs roasd 
the court weakened the tie "mhich ought to have existed bet\vccn 
the manager and the ryot."14 

This state of things went on for a r i~rn~bcr of years to the great 
impovcrishmellt of the people and ruin of the coulltr~ai(1c withmt 
having beelr brougllt to the notice of the Iiighcr aut~loritirs. At first 
sight, it may appear extraordinary that such 3. st;lte of thillps colll(l 
exist without detcctionm Brit if me consider it ill the l)aclG!roulld 

of the cllaractrr the Assanlese peasantry, their igllornllcf'. thr 
fcurlnl state of bondage they lived r~ndcr, the inflllcllcc of t h c  

l3 Iktter from Court hTo ; 14 of 1834 (based on the R C C C ) U I ~ ~  furllil1lt-d h?. 

Captain Bogle) '. 
14 P, P. i1892, July %3, Nos. 70-77. 



choutll~uries a t  the Sadar Court and lastly ii~i~clcc~uncy of t l ~ c  Euru- 
peal1 establishment, we allall find that it was not so ~iluch to b~ 
wondered at. 

I n  this nlnilncr choudhzlry aftcr C ~ O U C ~ I L L L ~ ~  was ~ ' l ~ ~ c t ~ ~ d .  'rO 
niect tlie expenses of securillg office the cf~ouclhz~rit~s rcnclily ~'csort- 
cd to exaction. This again brought forth complr~il~ts and to ljrevent 
clislnissal, frlrther bribes wcre paid as "hush-money" alld to securc 
hush-inoncy thcy had to squeeze the peasantry again. Thus the 
proccss \ ~ ~ c n t  on. The fate of a choutlhu;b hang b y  a thl*eacl. IIis 
position was so uncertain that  he had no inducclnent to irnprove his 
estiltc i ~ n d  being placed between two fires, a cf~ozidhury had really no 
alternative but to carry on his vicious game. But this process could 
not go on for a11 indefinite period. A chozrtlh.ziry was disn~irsed 
and his tangible propcrty was destrained. But this was nothing 
comparecl with the misery and ruin he had inflicted lipon tlie ryots 
under his control. The ryots \\rere practically bled white and niany 
fled to  Bhutan and Bijni (then within the Presidency of Bengal) 
itlld many of the pargands turned waste. Lt.  Rutherfortl hinisclf 
saw such a pargun6 in 1830. Bureegdim was formerly a flourishing 
pa~gnnlii, but when he rc-visited it, he found it deserted. There 
were many such places. The chutgari thana once contained as manv 
as 785 tenanted houses, but by the year 1832, the number had' 
dwindled to 68 and many of the villages bccame totally deserted. 

Extortioil was so universal that a11 the ryots would have dcsertcd 
J,ower Assam. But one thing contributed to retaining many of thc 
inhabitants in the country. It was the lure of waste lands which 
nrcre rented on very favourable tcrms, there being no rent for the 
first three years. Many Assamese moved to ~vaste lands. clcared 
them and cultivated a patch of land for three pears, thcn evacuated 
it and proceedcd to  another pargana in search of new pastures; 
there the old process was continued to the great financial loss of the 
state. Thus the Assamese moved from place to  place. "The 
Assamese did not aclopt this method from choice, as althougli an idle 
set. thcp were sincerely attached to their homes". It was the pre- 
vailing revenue system which forced them to take to this unprofitable 
itineracy. It was the choudhwlv srstem again which drove them 
across their frontier and compelled them to scc?c shelter in inhospitabl~ 
~v'gions. The Assamese had a natulxl aversion to the Bhutias because 
thc latter ill treated them and uscd them as "heasts of b11l.den" and 
yct they left Assan1 in thn~lsallds and fled to reqions where thev mere 
i~nwclcnme F I ICS~S .  J,t. R11therf018d says. "T11is i~ no idle fiction. 119 

work of iinapination". He himself follncl in 18.30 a larqe number of 
them congregated along the frontier of the Goalpara district - some 
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ill act of leairiflg, others already settled in Bhutan - drivell thele 
by the cxtortiou of the c f ~ o u d / ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ , ~ j  

Sucll was perllicious eflecl of the '.chuwdree systcnl*'. ~ t .  

liu(llerford co~ilyared it "to ti stealu engine ~ r i t h  the flg\fplleel alolle 
e r~oaed  so that when iirlytlling goes nrolig the rest the IllaehinerS 
t i~ l l t~o t  be got a t  to correct it".lu Tlir sallle picture of dtJolation and 
wretchedness of the euu~itryside we gather from the narrative left by 
Lal,tlcill B0glc who \\?as in charge of a f e ~ l  p a w a d s  in  AssRm 
;it that time. Captain Bogle's l~icture of thc six l ~ a r g ~ ~ ~ c i ~  under his 
management is melancholy ill t h e  extreme. Captain Bogie say?i, 
"'1'11~ system, liithcrlo adopted 1111s Ijecn hi~rtful in the extremcl :11r(1 
that its direct tendericy has bcrii to reduce thc rgots to a 

state of poverty and dejection of the niost distressing nature alld 
to enrich a few worthless beings a t  the expense of the \\rholc popula- 
tion of the country". He asserts, "To a few clio\vdrees alone has the 
present sj~steln been advantageous" and while dwelling on the pcrni- 
cious effects of this system, he records that as a result of the con- 
tinuation of this oppressive system, "many of tlic finest parts of the 
country are now a dreary waste. Villages once most pleasing to the 
eye are now deserted and in ruins". Most regretfully the seine 
officer observers, "The inhabitants instead of finding in the British 
Government a power which would protect them in the enjoyment 
of their hearths and homes, have fled by hundreds in a11 direction 
not only to the neighbouring zemindaries of Bengal but \{?hat is much 
nlorc painful to contemplate, to the lawless regions of Bhutan".I7 

Writillg of Upper Assanl, Lt. Rutherford discloses thc same 
tale of oppression and wretchedness and says, "The same oyprcs~i\~r 

'method is practised and the ryots run into Burra Scna~uttee's country 
or in to  Lower Assam and those that remain are forced to make up 
the rent due from their deserted brethren". I t  appears there- 
fore that  an error has  committed in not allowing the old system to 
eontinueVafter the long period of misrule. Instead, taxes were leviecl 
a t  once on imperfect data and a system was introduced by which 

.collection fell into the hands of the unprincipled and imPo~'erisLcn 
Assamesee I t  is reported that among the choudhun'es there IFrere n'anJ' 
greedy Bcngalee adventurers \ V ~ O  took fill1 advantage of the 
t ion .I" 

. It is -not however to the rhotrdhclry alone that the wretched 
state which Assnm was subjected to during the early part of British 

1 5  Ibid. . . 
Ibid. 

37 Letter from Court NO. 14 OE 1894. . . .  
P. P. 1899, July 29, NO. '70-71. 
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acl1ninistralio11 1s to attributed. Thc 11ew judici;~l systc~ll \vhicll 
\\.its gelieri~llj~ r ~ n  by the "native m a c h i ~ ~ c ~ y "  was 110 less r c ~ ~ l , ~ ~ ~ ~ i [ , l ~ \  
for this unhappy state of tl~ings. 111 Upper Assa~il, as wc hiLvc bvc,l 
cnrliclh, the judicial business was ylaccci u ~ ~ d e r  t l ~ e  s u l ~ ~ r i l l t c l ~ d ~ ~  
the Bnr Phukan. For the dccisio~i of civil suits, stunding c o n l ~ l ~ i t t ~ ~ ~  
wcrc const i t~~ted colisisti~lg of ptlntlit s ancl vario~ts officers of stiltc. 
'l'he crinlitial court was con~posetl of three judges, t\vo ~ ' ~ ~ ~ l d i t ~  alld 
six :~sscssors. I n  Lowcr Assan1 the sarnc procedure was followe[l ; 
only n nntivc ,sl~e~istil l id~i~ was appointed as head of the judicial 
c.stab11shnlcnt instc:tcl of the Bar Phukan.'!' Thus the entire jt1,liciul 
milcl~inery \\.as left to be nlanagctl by the Native agency. 

111 crimini~l mittters, where the native judges sat and deliberated 
under the cye of :L European officer, verdict appeared to be very 
satisfactory, but with regard to civil cases, where thc only control 
they were subjcct to was that  of :I remote revision by a superior 
officer in the person of the Governor-General's Agcnt overwhelmed 
with othcr duties, the same could not be said. Mr.  Kobcrtson says, 
"Even the suddcr panchayets are generally reported to be venal in 
the extreme while the Muffasil Panchayets are mere cngines of 
abuse and extortion". The most striking feature in the criminal 
husincss of the period was the great prevalence of crime in Lower 
Assam. A surprisingly great number of people werc implicated and 
convicted of criminal offences such as gang robberies. This was 
duc not only to the mildness of the penal system* as introduced by 
the new government but also to demoralisation and poverty 
arising from n had revenuc settlenicnt. I t  is reported that Scott 
allo\ved the police officers to takc bribes that  were offcred to them 
provicled thcy werc instantly reported. From the difficulty of 
obtaining qualified persons it was necessary, during the early days 
of British administration to employ drn14fiis convicted of bribery and 
the result was that  "with some exceptions only the refusc of the 
other Zillah came there" and these villains maltreated the people 
n t their pleasure.20 

According to hlr. Robertsoh, it was to the scanty European 
Agency cmployecl in Assam that the misery of the pcople and the 
defalcation of the revenue were directly traceable and this statement 
i q  true to n great extent. Wc have seen how Scott himself advocat~rl 
an  adequate cstablishrnent for the proper management of thc country. 
And for thc scanty cstablishrncnt he himself mas no less rcsponsihle. 

' 

I!' S. C. 1826, July 7, No. 31. 
* The old cruel and barbarous rnelhod of punishment was do& avay with. 

2'' P. P. 1839, July 43, Nos. 7'0-71, 
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"He iilluwttd the desire ot apanng erpenaes to bfcolne paramount 
U bfi l~lllld a b  to detfl llllll trollr ~ l - r , ~ i n g  for tllc aar~bhllce 
he ll~r~lacrr eurrardercd tu b e  abwlutny nrceSbPry'. l+aeticauy 
llle tor Illally yearb tollowlllg Lkle introduction of Urlllsh rule, .&the 
@vt.l.llur-Gellt'l.A Agent hiid bern vifiua1ly the judge, nurgstmte 
md c ~ l l a c l ~ r  01 h i r e r  Aasalu with a rillglC aaaistl(llt help hilo" 
w h l k  during the bulllc pc-nod the yrovillctt of Arakl l  which does not 
Nlual ill extellt the pmvince of Lob\rer Assalll, was nlaulled by sir 
Euroyeall officers. 

'l'he territory of Assam l~early 400 mile3 in leUgth and 50 miles 
IU breadth 011 an average, having an estimated yopuhtioll of 8 ~ , 0 0 0  
and an a~lnual leveliue ot 3,50,000 rupees, was aclminlblerd ill dl 
its branches under the direction of a single functionary overburden& 
with other business. The result was a foregone conclusion. ''The 
greater part of the revenue and judicial adruinistrlttioll was entrusted 
to native functionaries without any adequate provision for repressing 
the abuse of their ~>owers" and maladm~nistration followed iu every 
branch of the administration. And in the opinion of Mr. Robertson 
"The experiment of substituting native for European agency in the 
administration of Assam ended in a decided failure", because "Mr. 
Scott sought to extract an honest result out of the con- 
flicting agency of dishonest in~trurnent" .~~ 

As a result of this maladministration, the situation towards the 
end of 1832 became really alarming. Captain Bogle reported that 
"many of the poor class were found subsisting upon the seeds of 
bamboos". Their number was again greatly thinned by deaths and 
desertions. Mr. Robel-tson, who was then acting as Agent to the 
Governor-General, also reported that the revenue of Assam seemed 
to be daily falling into a more deplorable state and that the out- 
standing Lalance had amounted to upwards of 5 lacs of rupees and 
he apprehended that unless some steps were taken immediately to 
arrest the falling of the revenue, the balance would become irre- 
coverable and the future collection would dwindle away to   lo thing.^^ 
The whole system appeared to him to be radically vicious. Such 
was the deplorable picture of the state of Assam during the early 
years of British rule (1835-1833). 

The local did not remain content with sending these 
disquieting reports alone. The whole system W ~ e f i r d  to tllrnl to be 
radically vicious and deserving of radical reform. They therefore 
sbgested immediate reforms. Lt . Rutherford advocated the 

21 Ibid. 
22 Letter from Court NO. 14 of 1894. 
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blishrnent of a Ryotwuri Syl).'~Lem ill place of the hated Choudhury 
system, and to afford adequate protection to ryots, he plmned the 
division of the larid illto lltilu/is co~isistilig of 4 nuiuxus each with a 
~iatlve writer (Khayatee) to keep the accounts. fle also provided 
a mondal for each Ti$zik to be assisted by a ' * G ~ - u m  BUTT&'' (viliage 
headman) from each village all of whom, under his scheme, was to 
receive remuneratioii either in cash or in kind. There would be a 
Niiib Tus l~ i ld&~ in each pargan8 to whom these subordinate officers 
wvere to submit accounts and the former again would be under the 
charge of a senior I'cqshildir (orre for 4 lmrgan4s). The author of 
the scheme hoped that this system by its developmerlt and practical 
application would create an interest in the soil and would moreover 
secure for the ryots a readier means of redressing complaints by 
tracing it through different hands, because under his scheme it would 
be impossible to stop the mouth of so many investigators." Lt. 
Rutherford and Captain Bogle also urged for the immediate aboli- 
tion of "Burgonne" and other irregular impositions. 

Robertson to whom these reports were submitted in the first 
i~s t ance  immediately acted upon several of the suggestions. To him 
the most indispensable thing that Assam needed a t  that period was 
an efficient machinery to carry out the administration and all other 
considerations appeared to him of secondary importance. And 
acting on this principle he proposed that a sub-commissioner with a 
salary of Rs. 2,OOO/- per mensern with one or two assistants attached 
to his office should be appointed immediately a t  the centre to  give 
relief to the overworked Agent and Commissioner, and for the 
districts he recommencled the appointment of three assistants, each 
in charge of three separate divisions of Assam, with powers of 
magistrate and collector. The cost of European establishment he 
calculated a t  Rs. 50,000/- per annum and begged the Supreme 
Government to remember that they should not look askance at  the 
costly measure which, he assured them, would really make the 
revenue of Assam a real and not a nominal source of supply, as it 
had been hitherto.24 

The Supreme Government to which all these proposals were 
submitted immediately authorised the Agent to write off the sum of 

I"* a s .  72,000/- out of the defaulting revenues. As the numerous items 
of extra assessment were reported to be "a fruitful source of con- 
fusion, litigation and oppression" they ordered their abolition or 
consolidation as far as polssible on the expiry of the existing leases. 

23 P. P. 1832. July 43, Nos. 70-71. 
24 Ibid. 
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They were in hvour  of the establisliment of village settlement alld 
impressed upon Mr. Robertson the necessity of abolishing the 
choudhtlry systcm altogether. The proposal for the future esta- 
blisliment of Assain, as submitted by the Agent, they found to be 
judicious and economical and tlrey forwarded a detailed descriptio~l 
of the revenue nnd judicial system of ,4ssani to the Court of Directors 
at home.25 

When the Court of Directors were sl~lrl-ised of thc situation 
prevailing in Assam, they could not co~ltemplate those deplorable 

pictures of misgovernment ivithout feelings of deep regret. They 
were grieved to  learn that "a dreadful extortion had beggared the 
ryots and rendered a large portion of Assanl \r-aste in which up to 
our conquest such a thing as jr~ngle was hardly to be seen". To 
them it appeared that  the arrangenleilt made for the Government 
of Assam demonstratcd a want of foresight on the part of the Com- 
pany's servants in India which they were not ready to excuse because 
of the insufficient knowledge of the the country and of its inhabi- 
tants as displayed by the latter. According to them, the Calcutta 
authorities erred "in placing unlimited confidence in Mr. Scott's 
power of management and in allowing him to  govern the country in 
his own way without satisfying yourselves with respect to the mode 
in which he governed". They however instructed the Government 
of India t o  immediately "frame a plan of administration comprisin~ 
all the securities for integrity and efficiency in the subordinate agents 
of the government which experience has sugge~ted ."~~ 

But before we pass on to the suggestions tendered by the Court 
of Directors in this connection. let u s  pause a while and try to 
apportion the blame for the mismanagement of Assam during the 
early part of British administration. We have seen that the mode 
of administration as enunciated hy Scott had corlle in for a good deal 
of criticism. But to be fair to 5cott it mllst be admitted 
that though "his chowdree svstem" was mainly responsible for all 
the evils kssam had suffered from during thr cnrly part of British 
mile, he realised the defect of the system and tricd to m a i p t e  
the suffering of the people in other ways and sllggestcd n n u m h ~ r  
of remedies. But unfortunately his suggestion \Trap ncrrr accepted 
by t h e  Supreme Government. He realiscd that l~nlcss mcRns 
were immediatrly adopted by the Government to enroorage the 
production of more costly articles of export it uro\roald soon hcomc 
necessary either to reduce materially the amount of the revenlle 

25 Letter to Court No. 2 of 1834. 
Z0 Letter from Court No. 14 of 1834 
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derived fronz Assanl or to revert to the former system of compul- 
sory labour. And ~vitll a view to increasing the value of the land 
and general prosperity of the country, he chalked out ttri ambitious 
plan for the acccptarice of the Giovernmcnt. But his scheme was 
turned down by the suprenle a~lthorities.~' 

Therc was a great yrcvalence of crime during the early part of 
the new regime. The frequency of ~nurder  and oflcllce of the most 
heinous description loudly cnllcd for prompt and rigorous execution 
of the law. Scott was q l~ i te  alive to the seriousness of the situation 
and recommended that the authority of the Nizdemat A d d a t  should 
be extended to Lower Assanl. But the  governor-General-in-Coul~cil 
not only thought that it was prenlaturc and inexpedient to  introduce 
regulation X of 1822 into Lower Assan1 but also expressed the follow- 
ing opinion : "the object of establishing an efficient system for the 
dispensation of criminal justice will be best provided for by those 
local tribunals and institlltions whicl! Mr. Scott had very judiciously 
revised and put into action"" So it is not fair to put blame a t  the 
door of Scott for all the evils of the period. The  truth is that from 
the very beginning of its career, Assam became a neglected province 
because i t  seemed to  be unproductive and unremuneratice, and hence 
it had to  suffer the fate of a neglected province. For this the 
Supreme Government a t  Calcutta \vas morally responsible. That 
the representatives of the East India Company, di~ring the earlier 
stages of their occupation of Assam failed to  discharge their duties 
to  a million sou!s whom Providence placed under their charge after 
half a centirry of misrule and si~ffering. cannot be denied. 

To the  Court of Directors, the essentials of a good revenue 
s y ~ t e m  consisted of a moderate demand, single assessment and quick 
means of redrcss, and thev fount1 to their mortification that, save 
and except t h e  first principle, all other priilciples had been entirely 
lopt sight of in the zdministration of Assam by their ,servants ir. 
Jndia. So in the course of their directives issued to the Government 
of 1nd;a reqardin~ the f i ~ t i ~ r e  administration of Assam, they ingisted 
that the demand on each individllal rgot should h'e fixed and 
distinctly ascertained and  that means of redress aqainst extortion 
and op~ression ehol~ld be rcndilv acce~sihle to  every ryot. As the 
Panch~+tnt ndnlinisterinp civil justice seemed to thcm to be a com- 
plete faihlre. tEev ca l l~d  lipon their silhordina,tcs to abolish it 2nd 
introduce the sy~ tem of E~rropean control nnd inspection. Regardin? 
the inadeqaacy of Europenn agency. they were strongly of opinion 

*7 P. P. 1830, May 7 Nos. 51-53. 
28 S. P. 9898, Mag 2, Nos. 11-1k. 
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that whatever anlount of European agency was necessary must 
be afforded. I n  this connection they planned for Assam an  adequate 
European establishn~ent--one Conlmissioner with the necessary 
number of assistants and advised the supreme Government in India 
to look uyto "the Saugar and Nerbudda Agency as an appropriate 
nlodcl for the details of such a systern of administration".*0 

The Government of India lost no time in adopting remedial mea- 
sures. The irrecoverable balances were remitted and encouragment 
was held out to  the runaway ryob  to come back by allowing them to 
reoccoupy their old land free of rent for a number of years. This had 
the desirable result; not only did a large number of fugitives who had 
left their country in disgust return but, \\!hat was more encouraging, 
in place of emigration which had been previously taking place into 
Bhutan from Assam, a colony of Bhutias migrated to Assam and 
received a grant of waste lands. Not only were all extra cesses abo- 
lished, but all separate claims upon the ryots were consolidated into 
one (single demand. But what gave the ryots the much needed relief 
was the immediate abolition of the judicial and police authority of the 
chowdhury. The Muffasil Panch.&yets were abolished and, after the 
expiratioil of the existing leases (ChoaJdhuries were appointed later on 
for a tern1 of three years), village settlements were formed a t  a 
reduced jummui undcr the guarantee of patxis (title deed) counter- 
signed by the Collector and a great number of Europeans was 
appointed to run the adn~inis t ra t ion.~~ 

TWO years had scarcely elapsed when the measures which were 
adopted "to reclaim the province from the unprosperous condition 193s 

into which i t  had fallen" were attended \vith much success. "From 
the increased means of European surveillance, by the total abolition 
of all irregular cesses and by the exact measurement of lands, we 
have now the power of preventing every concealment, and of giving 
to each ryot in the country a written statement of what he has 
to pay", thus reported Captain Jenkins. These results wcrr regarded 
as highly satisfactory by the Court of Directors.'l The material 

condition of the people really improved and having experienced the 
dire and unrelieved anarchy of the latter Ahom period and the mal- 

20 Letter from Court No. 14 of 1834. 

30 Letter from Court No. 94 of 1896. 

31 Ibid. 
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administration of the early British days which followed it, the 
people of the Brahmaputra Valley were a t  last placed on the high- 
road to security and prosperity. The dark age of trouble and 
violence was over mid an era of peace and prosperity tlnwned," 

' The inhabitants of [he prir~cipalities conquered after this yriotl (18% 

1833) had not the n~isfortu~ie of go!o;ng through the sufferings which their leks 
fortunate brethren of the Brnhmnputra Valley had experielic.cd during the early 
stages of British rule. The Brnllmaputra Valley h d  bcw~ subjected to  experimellttll 
schemes wiU1 the attendant evils, wl~erens the tracts acquired subsequently were 
administered up011 thwe priliciples whicl~ experience had proved to t~ llie nlost 
kneficient. ' .', 
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APPENDIX "A" 

l'reety concluded between L)uvid Scatt, Agent to ttie Governor Geaerd 
on the part ul' the lion'ble East h d i a  Conlpauy aud Haju 1 h  Sing, 
h l e r  of Jynteeyoor or Jynteah. 

Article lbt : h j a h  Haw Siug wkr~owledga allegiance to tht: Hon'ble 
Company d p l a w  his cou t ry  of Jynteali under their protection ; mutual friend- 
ship and arnity sllall Jwnys be mclil~tined betwee11 Ll~e Hon'ble Company and 
the Rajah. 

A~tio le  2nd:  The internal Gover~iment of the Coul~try stid be conducted by 
the ltajah and the jurisdictiorl of the Britisll Colds  of  Justicc sllall not exlrlul t l~elr.  
The Rajah will always utte~ld to the welfare of his subjects uul ohserve tlu u11cieut 
~vstorr~s uf Goverrtrnerr~h but, should any u~~l'orewel~ abuse a r k  ill the tidniinialrution 
of affairs he agrees to rwlify the sanle ngreably to the udvicc  of tile Go\~eruor- 
General in Council. 

A~i?de 3rd:  The Hon'ble Company engages to protect the territory of 
Jynteah from external enenlies and to arbitrate auy differences that nlay arise between 
the h j a h  and other states. The Rajah ngrees to abide by sucli arbitration nnd to 
hold no political correspondence or communication with foreign powers except with 
the consent of the British Government. 

Article 4 t h :  In the event of the Iion'ble Company h h ~ g  engaged in war to 
the Eastward of the Burrumapooter t l ~ e  Jbjah engngvs to assist wit11 all forces and 
to afford every other facility in his power in furtherance of such militnry operativw. 

Article 5 t h :  The Rajah agrees in concert with the British local authoritiee 
to adopt all measures that may be necessary for the maintenanc* in the district of 
Sylhet of the arrtmgement in force in the Judicial, Opium and Salt department. 
Executed this 10tli &larch 1824. 
Correspondi~ig with the 4ALh of Phagon 1230 at Rajahgunge. 

Sdl- D. Scott. 
Agmt t o  t h  Govamor Qennal. 

Sewrats article of tha Treaty concluded between the Hon'ble Company and. 
hjah Ham Sing of Jynteah. 

Rajah Ram Sing engages that to assist in the war cornn~e~~ced in Assam between 
the Hon'ble the Company's troops and tliose of the Kiug of Ava, he will march a 

force and attack the enemy of the East of Gowahntty axid the IIon'ble Cornpaw 
agrees upon the conquest af Assam to confer upon the Rajah a part of that territory 
proportionate to the extent of hie exertions in the conlmon cause. 

APPENDIX "B" 

The Memorial of' Rajundar Sing, Rajah of Joyntiapore respect.fully ttheweth. 
That your Memorialist is the descendant and successor of a race of independant 

Chiefs, who for a long course of ages have ruled over a territory, situate on Lhe north 
W e r n  frontim of Bengal and known by the name of Joyntiapore. 

m a t  the f i s t  connexion between the Rajdh of Joyntiapo~ and the British 
Government wao in1 the Saka year 1695 or English year 1779/4 when Captain Oligm 





APPENDIX "A" 

Treaty co~lcludtd between Ljavid Scutt, Agent to the Governor Gtneral 
on the part uf the lion'ble E u t  ludia C o r n p ~ y  aud 1bja Rarn Sing, 
Buler 01 Jyrlteeyoor or Jyuteah. 

Article lkt : Rajah 1b1q Sing' uknowledp  allegiance to the Hon'ble 
Compa~iy d p l a ~ s  llis couutry of Jynteah under their protection ; mutual friend- 
ship and a~nity slrall always be maiiltuiiwd k l w c u . ~ ~  the Holi'ble Coulpimy and 
the Itajah. 

Article 2nd : The intarnal Government of the Cou~rtry sllall be co~lducted by 
the l h j ah  and the juridiction of the Brltivll Courts of Jualicc 6Irt1ll not eslelrd tliere. 
The Hajah will always rrttend to the welfare of his subjects aud okrva th ancient 
custonls uf Gover~~lnsnt but should any uul'urewen abuse arise ill the administration 
of affairs he agrees to rectify the same ngeeisbly to the ndvice of tlre Goveruor- 
General in Council. 

A.rticle 3rd:  The Hon'ble Company engages to protect the terri~ory of 
J y n h h  from external enemies and to arbitratre any differences that may arise between 
tlie RRjah and other states. The Rajah agees to abide by such arbitration and to 
hold no political correspondence or communication with foreign powers except with 
the consent of the British Government. 

Article 4 t h :  In the event of the Hon'ble Company being engaged in war to 
the Easlward ol the Burrumalmter the Rajah engages to assist with all forces and 
to afford every other facility in his power in furtherance of such military operatives. 

Artide 5 th :  Tlle Rajah agrees in concert with the British local authorities 
to adopt all measures that miry be necessary for tlie mainknance in the district of 
Sylhet of the arrangement in force in the Judicial, Opium and Salt depantmente. 
Executed this loth March 1894. 
Corresponding with the 98th ol Phagon 1230 at Rajahgunge. 

Sd/- D. Scott. 
Agmt to the O O V ~ W  aencml. 

Separate article 01 the Treaty concluded between the Hon'ble Company and. 
Rajah Ham Sing of Jynteah. 

Rajah Ram Sing engages that to assist in the war commenced in Assam btween 
the Hon'ble the Company's troops and those of the King of Ava, he \+-ill m m h  a 
force and attack the enemy of the East of Gowallatty and the Hon'ble C o m m  
agrees upon the conquest af Assam to confer upon the Rajah a part of that territory 
proportionate to the extent of his exertions in the common cause. 

APPENDIX "B" 

The Memorial of Rajundar Sing, Rajah of Joyntiapore respectfully heweth. 
That your Memorialist is the descendant and successor of a race of independant 

Chiefs, who for a long course of ages have ruled over a territory, situate on the nortll 
Eastern fro~lltiar of Bengal and known by the name of Joyntiapore. 

'That the first connexion between the Rajdh of Joyntiapom and the British 
Government waa in1 the Sake year 1695 or English year 1773/4 when Captain Oligar 
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entered it in command of a Military force a ~ ~ d  took hostile possession on the part 
of the British Governme~~t. This occupatioll was llowever of no long durotioll. In 
the same year, the Britivh force was witl~druwn uud the Iiajtih reinstated or1 the 
same footu~g as betbre. Since that t iue  hitherto the Raj of Joyotlulwre has 
ack~dowled~ed the suprenltwy of tlle British Authority and hos conti~lud ullcier its 
shelter and protectio~l in the undistwhd possession of its ancient rlu.e of rulers, 
out claim or payment of tribute oE any ku~d.  

That on the 10th Rilorch of the Christian year 1824 the British GoverrlmeIlt 
being then eugaged in warfulre with the killgdom of Ava, the Right Hon'ble the Lord 
Amherst then Govenior-General of India was pleased to el~ter into a formal tl-eaty 

with Rnjah Ham Sing then the ruling Prince of Joyatiapore. 'l'lle ternls arld articles 
of that treaty were not only (fully complied wit11 by the Titijuh but he w ~ s  so fortulllrte 
as by is fuitllful attachnlent and zealoy exertiofi in tlie siiyply of nlell o11d prOVi- 
sions to the militry forces in Assam to obtain the esteem nnd approbation of the 
British Authorities. 

That Rajah Ram Sing died on the 11th Ashwin of the Bengal year 1439 (86tll 
September A.D. 1832) leaving no male issue. arid your Menlorinlist, as the nearest 
male collatieral heir in due course according to  the laws and -& of the Roj 
became his Successor in the pri~~cipality and assu~ned the dignities crf itu 
chief in which he was recognized by the British Governme~it notwithstanding the 
open and secret intrigues and macllinations of tlie Rajah of Poonjee and other 
neighbou~ing Chieftains who hoped to supldant him in his rights, and even mtwed 
into a league to depose him and to possess themselves of the territory and used every 
axartion to obtain the sanction of the British Government to such aggression. In this 
liowvever they found themselves baulked by its wisdom and justice and by that 
sacred regard to treaties and respect for the rights of others, which has gained it the 
confidence of the neighbouring powers. 

That being thus foiled in their unjust designs the enemies of your memorialist 
tried to injure a d  calumniate him with the Britidi Government by every means in 
their power and for that pwpox availed themselves of an unfortunate occurrence 
which had taken place in the life time of your memorialist's ~redecessor Haln Sing 
and which was as follows : - o n  the &lst Assar of the Bengali year 1239 (7th July 
1833) it was reported tb Mr. Robertson then Political Agent in Assam that two 
subjects of the Con~pany's territory were on their road to Assam, kidmpped by some 
miscreants set on by one Chutter Sing and carried off to  the hills in the neighbour- 
l~ood of Gobha in the Raj of Joyntiapore, and there together with two others supposed 
to have beeol seized in a similar manner, decked out for sacrifice a t  the Shrine of 
Kali ; that one of them had escaped who told that tale but lhe other three were 
presumed t o  have been immolated. 

This statement, made by a mRn who represented himself as the fugitive being 
corrohorRted by enquiry and information ,from other sources was accredited by the 
Agent, and laid before the Governor General and was shortly before the death of 
Rajah Ram Sing the subject of a remonstkance addressed to Rajah Ram Sing togyther 
with a demand ltor the surrender of the perpetrators, which he was in the very act 
of complying with, by the delivery of Chutter Sing and others, when his own1 sudden 
death set the accused a t  liberty. 

The demand of their surrender mas renewed and your memodialist e x a d  
himself to  comply with the demand. But difficulties and confusion incident to his 
recent succession and a variety of other impediments made it impossible to trace or 
retake Chutter Sing himself or indeed any of the other offenders till a considerable 
time had elapsed. Your memorialist however a~fter repeated attempts did at length 
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ruoceed in layink hold of f o u  of them whom he delivmed up to the British 
Authorities, as will tlp~war by the original milteu a ~ k n o w l + ~ ~ t  of Ceptrriu Jenkins, 

the British OHicer then iu charge, dated tile 41st Septemkr 1-4 nor in your 
memoriaiist's hands, tlnd of which a copy with trwdation i6 w~nered m w k d  (B, . 
Meantirne British Go\,enlme~~t wlsl~il~g lo vary terms cd the treaty and drlualld t r i h k  
in Ilcu of tile obligntioll to fur~~ihh Milittlry c.o~itillg~lt in cave of \Vm on th eouLI1 
mstel.n frol~tier, uvailed itlself of the ol)portunity offewd by tile d e ~ u i ~  of Rajah 
Htlni Sing to require ul levision of the treaty : and T. C. Ruhrtson h r .  t h w  
Political Agent for Asslllll, in purbuance of illbtruc-tiom lrom Ll~e Governor-Genera!- 
111-Council, on the a l s t  May 1833 made a formal denland in w r i t r i  upon your 
me~norialist to enter in a new e n g a m e n t ,  ul which the pa.yment of o fixed lumual 
tribute of Sicca Rr~pees 10,000 should lx substituted in place of Artide 4 of the 
former treaty ; it wtw natiural that your inenlorialist should feel surprimd at thi 
demand. It was the first time that any thing like tribute had k u  required bey the 
British Government, and the compliance ~vith suc~li a demand was certain to alter 
the position and estimation d the Rajah in the eyes OF the neighhuring chiefs. 
Surely theirefore it was not unreasonable that your ~n~morialibt should at the moment 
solicit a space of no more thml fifteen days time for delibrration. or tllat, in hie 
reply of the 43rd Joystya of the Rengal year 1240, Ile rjllould llave respectfully urged 
his objections to the variation demanded. The Political Agent, however, without 
waiting for further communication uras proceeding to take immediate steps for 
enforcing his denland and was only induced to pause by a lques t  ou the part of 
your Memorialist's Agent of seven days further delay. Your ~nemorialist imme- 
diately dispatched Gopaulmony Duloojee and two otliers to Llie Resident, with a 
letter'again urging his objections, and representing the fidelity with which the formar 
treaty had been observed on the part OF the Raj rtnd the senioes of h j a h  Ram Sing 
his predecebsor but the Resident1 paid little attention to the commurdcstion and 
made no other reply, than by requiring your memoridist's agents to give in a defu~ite 
answer respecling the tribute demanded within twenty five dnys. No further com- 
mu~~icittioil having hen made froni your memorialist the matter stood over until the 
16th of Joystya 1241 (28th Bfay 1834) wllen your Memorialist rexived a letter fmm 
Captain Jenkins, the Political Agent renewing the demand of tribute and repeetinu 
tile requisitioil for delivery of the offenders in the affair a t  Gobha. The latter wae 
complied with as above stated t o  the litmost of your ~nemoria~list's ability ; but your 
memorialist withheld the signification of his assent to the payment of tribute trust- 
ing to  the liberality of the British Government not to insist ulmn R demand, to which 
your Memorialist was unable to offer resistance otherwise than by remonstrance and 
representation. 

That this hesitation of your memorialist appears to have broudit domil upon 
him the heavy displeasure of his Lordship the Governor-General-in-Council for in the 
month of March 1835 he was both grieved and surprized by receiving a letter from 
His Lordship in Council intimating that the whole OF your meme 

rialist's anwsto~~~aI  posseions in the plain? has bee11 confiscatd by t11e Brilish 
Government, and t h ~ t  orders had been issued for taking ~ o a r c ~ i o n  of them on its bchdf. 

The only ground assigned for this summary a d  was the nondelivery of the 

offenders in the atrocity of Gobha and the occurrance d a similnr cause of offence 
in the English year 1821 together with an insinuation OF your memor idds  

participation e i t b  in the outrage i t d f  or in the prokt ion of the p n p d n t ~ .  
Them mdem were i-ediatcly carried into e l k t  and your rnemorialiat h a  t h d y  
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been stript af the whole of the  possession^ in the plains which hud been tho pahimmy 
of hie ancestors for many generations. 

He begs leave respectfully to repre~lent that the avowed wason for this sevm 
and summary treatrilertt of the heh oP ari old and f~litllful vnssd w l ~ l  not only 
insufficient in itself but was wholly untrue in fact, your menlorialist having, rn above 
sbted,  a l d y  complied, as far as i t  was possibla for hirn to do .w, with the requisi- 
tion to deliver up the offender in ale affair of Gobha arid h a v i e  obtained the 
wl-itten acknowledgment of their surrender. Your Memorialist cannot believe that 
this fmt  could have been known to  his Lordship in Council when the orders corn- 
plained of were given. If it had it must hawe been noticed in t l ~  l d k  of his 
Lordship. Moreover he begs to submit that it would be strange indeed tco hold him 
mponsible for an outragel committed three years before ancl in the time of hie 
predecessor.'; still lem for one than had occured fifteen years ago upon which no 
measures had then been taken or insisted upon. As successor t o  the Itaj, your 
memorialist was doubtless bound to f01low u p  the offenders whom Rajah Ram Sing 
had seized but was prevented by his death from surrenderirig ; and so he did. Nor 
ia it to  be wondered a t  that delay should harve occurred in a mattm of SO much 
embarrassment and amongst tribes so wild and impatient of all rule. Your Mmo- 
rialist on receiving the acknowledgement from the British Officer, without comment 
or further demand naturally concluded that his compliance with the requisition had 
beern a m p t e d .  Had any thing more been, called for, i t  would ~nre ly  have been 
intimated to  him in the interval bet- September 1894 and March 1836 and had 
any such intimation been made, i t  would appear on the records of the procedi* 
of the British Authorities. But  none such has ever been made or pretended. 

Your memof~ialist w a . 1 ~ 1 ~  knows how t o  advert to  the charge against himself of 
participation in the atrocity of Gobhs or a t  least uf harbouring the perpetrators; for 
the charge is radher insinuated than brought forward in the letter from His Lordship 
in Council and it was new t o  the ears of your Mranorialist, who can impute i t  to 
nothhig else but the .secret malevddnce af his enemies ,md calumniators. Had there 
been' any foundation for such a cha~ge  it would have beem an dectual  bar tk, the 
recognition by the Bi t ish  Government of your memorialist a s  successor to Rajah 
Ram Sing. The best reputation is the bare fact of your memorialist having in the 
interim braced out and delivered u p  four of the offenders. before the charge was 
even insinl~ated-His Lordship's knowledge af that fact alone would have effedually 
silenced the calumniator by whom the scggestion must have been made. 

It will however naturally occur to  your Lordship thnt the outaage a t  Gobha 
was merely the ostensible ground of charge, and that the  real offence of ymr 
memorialist, which has been thus heavily visited was the silence of your memo- 
rialist m to  the demand of tiribute. Indeed the total omission of this topic in the 
communication of the ground af offence can be no otherwise accounted for than by 
the consciousness that i t  was untenable. I n  time of war or other emergency, the 
demand of a subsidy or money paym&t by the paramount state from its vassal is 
usual and just. But  the demand of a permanent tribute in time of profound peace 
in lieu of an existing obl'igation to furnish t e r n w a r y  aid in men b d  
supplies upon the contingency of war on the neighbouring frontim which might not 
occur for a century, seems mither usual nor q u i b b l e ,  and could appear to the 
valssal in no better li&t than an alarming innovation. But  even the direct refusal 
of such a d e m a d  could scarcely be a just gound  of forfeiture. Your memoridst 
however never did refuse compliance. He  was .sensible of his position and of the 
impossibility of refusal. Had that  course been taken towards memorialist. howev* 
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r e lucb t  to part with the shadow of in-dem h k  exemption d m  tribute 
aypared to leave to Iiim, or grieved at the n e t y  of diYchar&ig those mtakm d 
his family which the exaction of a tribute equivalent to nearly half of the q n t  of the 

territory taken from 11Ln niust render him unable l o n p  to entertain, he must 
nu& have yielded to thd demand. Bf the interests of the British Government 
require that the tribute in question should be insisted upon .as the eonditiom 'fl 
renewed treaty with the Rajah Joyntiapore, your memoricilist waa md is ready to 
oubmribe to those terms. But he respectfully submits that his reluctance to part 
with the privilegee of his forefathers was not unnatural and ought liot to be am- 
atrued as a mark either of contumacy or of dieaffection. 

In conclusion your petitioner confidently h o p ,  that, on full conaiderotion of the 
ease, it will be found by your Lordship that the forfeiture, and degradation he has 
been subjected to have beem inflicted upon him undex misllpprehens:~~~ of the far+ 
and without regard to the actual circllnlstanrea of the Raj of Joyntiaporq and of 
your Memorialist himself. And he etrrnestly solicits that lie may be restored to the 
possesion of Cbe small territory of which he has been deprived and that the treaty 
of the British Government with the Raj of Jyontiapore may be renewpd on such 
terms either of tribute or otherwise. as your wisdom and justice hal l  dictate. 

Calcutta, 18th July 1838. Signed (In Bengali) 
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